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More than 30 delegates 

from England and Wales 

arrived in Dublin, on 

Tuesday 21st August, to 

attend the 9th World 

Meeting of Families. Our 

CBCEW delegation of 

Marriage & Family Life 

representatives and 

Bishops was headed by 

Bishop Peter Doyle, Chair of the Bishops Committee for 

Marriage and Family Life, and Co-ordinated by Project 

Office staff, Caroline Dollard, Hannah Moruzzi and Nina 

Mattiello Azadeh.  

Ansti Corellis, Our Archdiocesan Family Life Commission 

Chair, and the Family Life Worker, Joanne White, were 

fortunate to represent the Cardiff Archdiocese. 

Despite some organisational and practical challenges, 

there was a lovely vibrancy, energy and plenty of good will 

in our group, which chimed perfectly with the warmth of 

the welcome we received from everyone in Dublin. 

 

 

Marriage & Family Life Coordinators  

from across England & Wales 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Articles included: 

Previous World 

meetings; 

1994 Rome,  
1996 Rio de Janerio, 

2000 Rome,  
2003 Manila,  
2006 Valencia,  

2009 Mexico City,  
2012 Milan  
2015 Philadelphia. 

 

 

A bit of background to these World Meetings  

The World Meeting of Families started 

in 1994, when Pope St John Paul II 

asked the Pontifical Council for the 

Family (now part of the Dicastery for 

Laity, the Family and Life) to establish 

an international event of prayer, 

catechesis and celebration that would 

draw participants from around the 

globe and that would help to 

strengthen the bonds. between 

families and bear witness to the crucial 

importance of marriage and the family 

to all of society. 

Held every three years and sponsored by the 

Holy See’s Pontifical Council for the Family, 

the World Meeting of Families is the world’s 

largest Catholic gathering of families.  

Each World Meeting of Families has a theme 

that energizes and enlivens the evet whilst 

adding greater depth of meaning to our 

understanding of families. 

This, the ninth World Meeting, reflected on 

the theme; 

“The Gospel of the Family:  

Joy for the World”. 
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Archdiocesan Family Life 

The next venue for the 

Meeting of Families has 

been announced as Rome.  

GO!!!!!!!! 

Start your planning now 

for you and your family 

to be present at this event. 

 



Most of the time, quite unconsciously, families are engaged in a common project of growing in the joy of mutual love. This is their 
vocation and mission, their path to holiness: The Gospel of the Family. Inspired by Pope Francis' Amoris Laetitia, The Seeking God 
Together Companion offers support to those already engaged in accompaniment of families, and encourages confidence in others to 
get started, keeping close to Christ, building on hope, and looking out for small ‘take-off’ or ‘landing’ points when family life intersects 
with the Church.  
Starting from a family perspective and meeting families where they are, ‘Seeking God Together’ offers a reference guide to the nine 
seasons of family life: 

Conception to Birth 
Birth to Starting School 

Childhood Years 
Adolescent Years 

Young Adults and Single Members of any Age 
Preparing for Marriage 
Married and family life 

Empty Nest and retirement years 
The Later Years 

Taken from the M&FL website www.catholicfamily.org.uk where more details can be found 

 
 

  

The three-day Pastoral Congress programme, took up 
Pope Francis’ call to give families the opportunity to deepen their 

reflection and their sharing of the content of  
‘The Joy of Love (Amoris Laetitia)’. 

 

The Congress took place in the Royal Dublin Society (RDS) and 
offered a dailyprogramme of workshops,discussions as well as 
fun and prayerful activities for individuals and families, including 
a tailored programme for children (4-12 yrs) and young 
people (13-17 yrs).  
 

The daily congress themes were:  
 
• Day 1- Family & Faith 

• Day 2- Family & Love 

• Day 3– Family & Hope 

 
The highlight of each day was the celebration  
of the Mass in the main arena;  
concelebrated by Bishops & Priests from across the World 

 

 

Launching a new resource to support parish-based family ministry 
 

‘Seeking God Together’ 
During the Congress, Bishop Peter Doyle hosted a reception one evening, on behalf of the 
Marriage and Family Life Network of England & Wales, during which a new parish resource 
was launched. 

 
 ‘Seeking God Together’ is a Companion for Parish Communities  

in Meeting, Welcoming & Accompanying Families from Conception to Death. 

 

The Numbers 
Over 7,000 volunteers worked across the events. Over 11,000 
pilgrims from 114 countries travelled to Dublin staying in a variety of 
hotels and B&Bs. 1,177 of the visiting pilgrims were hosted free in 
Irish homes for a week. In the RDS we had over 200 speakers from 

all five main continents of the world at the International Pastoral 
Congress, 91 lay women and 65 lay men; the largest group were 
married couples.  

There was a Teen Space and 
Children’s Space attended by over 
1,500 children each day. 
WMOF2018 had the first 

dedicated Safeguarding Panel 
Session, the first-ever Women 
in Leadership Symposium, the 

first ever Tech Panel Session 
and the first 2-dayPeace 
Conference included in the 
programme.  

The exhibition space had over 
250 exhibitors to include the 

first-ever Tech Zone. (All figures quoted are taken from the World Meeting website) 

Caroline Dollard, author of ‘Seeking God Together’ and MFL Advisor 

CBCEW, giving a workshop during the Pastoral Congress; 

Marriage Preparation and the Parish in light of Amoris Laetitia. 

http://www.catholicfamily.org.uk/
https://www.worldmeeting2018.ie/en/Programme/Congress/WMOF2018-Pastoral-Congress-Venue
https://www.worldmeeting2018.ie/en/Programme/Children-Programme
https://www.worldmeeting2018.ie/en/Programme/Youth-Programme
https://www.worldmeeting2018.ie/en/Programme/Youth-Programme
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Therefore, go and 
make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit’ (Matthew 28:19) 
This verse most certainly had true 

meaning at the World Meeting of 

Families in Dublin. What an 

amazing experience we had; there 

were inspirational speakers who 

were provocative and thought 

provoking that left us feeling that 

we could make changes for the 

better in our local church. 

It was the most wonderful 

experience to meet people from all 

over the world who had all come 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The following day was the Papal 
Mass held at Phoenix Park. The wet 
weather did not deter people from 
all over Ireland and the world to all 
join together as one united family to 
join Pope Francis in the wonderful 
celebration of the Eucharist. 
 

 
Up close and personal as the Pope arrives and 

drives around Phoenix Park before Mass 

 
His Holiness spoke movingly about 
the disturbing events in Ireland and 
asked for forgiveness on behalf of 
the Church.  
All too soon he had left the park, no 
drive through this time, he was off to 
meet with the Bishops and then back 
to Rome. 
On our part we then had the long 
trudge out of the park. It was an 
exhausting day physically but 
stimulating on a spiritual level. We 
came away with renewed spiritual 
energy. 
 

P E N I T E N T I A L  A C T  O F  T H E  
H O L Y  F A T H E R  

Yesterday I met with eight persons who are 

survivors of the abuse of power, the abuse of 

conscience and sexual abuse. In reflecting on what 

they told me, I wish to implore the Lord’s mercy for 

these crimes and to ask forgiveness for them. 

We ask forgiveness for the cases of abuse in 

Ireland, the abuse of power, the abuse of 

conscience and sexual abuse on the part of 

representatives of the Church. In a special way, 

we ask forgiveness for all those abuses that took 

place in different kinds of institutions directed by 

men and women religious and other members of 

the Church. We also ask forgiveness for cases in 

which many minors were exploited for their 

labour. 

We ask forgiveness for all those times when, as a 

Church, we did not offer to the survivors of any 

type of abuse compassion and the pursuit of 

justice and truth by concrete actions. We ask 

forgiveness. 

We ask forgiveness for some members of the 

hierarchy who took no responsibility for these 

painful situations and kept silent. We ask 

forgiveness. 

We ask forgiveness those children who were 

taken away from their mothers and for all those 

times when so many single mothers who tried to 

find their children that had been taken away, or 

those children who tried to find their mothers, 

were told that this was a mortal sin. It is not a 

mortal sin; it is the fourth commandment! We ask 

forgiveness. 

May the Lord preserve and increase this sense of 

shame and repentance, and grant us the strength 

to ensure that it never happens again and that 

justice is done. Amen. 

https://www.worldmeeting2018.ie/en/Pope-Francis/Papal-
Homilies#WMOF2018_Closing_Mass_-_Phoenix_Park,_Dublin_8,_Ireland  
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‘A Most Wonderful Experience’ 
 

By Ansti Corellis, Chair of the Archdiocesan Family Life Commission 

 

On Saturday we stood on O’Connell 
Street to see Pope Francis pass by: it 
was heartening to see so many local 
people excited to see him and 
explaining to their children and 
grandchildren that they would 
remember this in years to come.  
Dublin did us proud on Saturday 
evening with a fantastic Festival of 
Families at Croke Park, which 
included performances by Andrea 
Botcelli, Daniel O’Donnell, the cast of 
Riverdance and the talented children 
who complemented all aspects of the 
concert with their dance and song. 
 

 
Andrea Portcelli closes the Festival of Families  

and wows the crowds of Croke Park 

 

Families from all over the world also 
told their stories of how, despite 
many difficulties, their family has 
made them strong and has been their 
support. 

 

 

 

together to celebrate the Family. 

There were no egos at this event, 

everyone there was part of a family, 

the Family of the Church, and as 

such we all queued up together for 

entrance, food, coffee; no special 

treatment for anyone which is as it 

should be as we are all equal in the 

eyes of God.    

It put a whole new meaning on the 

final words of the Mass;  
“Go forth in peace to love and serve 
the Lord” 

Ansti & Joanne manning the Celebrating Family 

stand in the Main Exhibition Hall 

Our Weekend with the Pope 

https://www.worldmeeting2018.ie/en/Pope-Francis/Papal-Homilies#WMOF2018_Closing_Mass_-_Phoenix_Park,_Dublin_8,_Ireland
https://www.worldmeeting2018.ie/en/Pope-Francis/Papal-Homilies#WMOF2018_Closing_Mass_-_Phoenix_Park,_Dublin_8,_Ireland


 

Joanne White: Family Life Coordinator 
Pastoral Resources Centre,  

910 Newport Road, Rumney, Cardiff, CF3 4LL 
Tel: (029)20 365964   Email  parenting@rcadc.org 

Website rcadc.org/marriage-and-family-life     
Facebook  facebook.com/RcadcParenting 

Lasting thoughts
(by Joanne White, Family Life Coordinator) 

 
The Pope’s Penitential Act during Mass was an experience truly beyond words and yet it 
appears to have gone mostly un-noted in the press etc – it was indescribably moving to 
experience and I wonder if something was lost by those not actually there for the celebration of 
Mass.  
Many of us would own up to not always being aware of everything going on during Mass, and 
certainly not fully or every time we go, but we go through the motions and recite the prayers 
throughout; who hasn’t suddenly become aware that Mass is further on than we realised, due 
to our distracted minds. Imagine then that you attend Mass and part of it is missing? This is 
what it was like and more importantly it was the part us Catholics are best known for, OUR 
Catholic Guilt ACT; the part when, knowing what we have done wrong, we openly declare it to 
all and then ask for mercy and forgiveness. We didn’t do this in Phoenix Park! It was just the 
Holy Father! He was the only one confessing, asking for mercy and forgiveness…. Forgiveness of 
the Church… from us all…. But more especially, 
from the survivors of the many forms of abuse. 
There were many of us who found this incredibly 
emotional and for me it was one of the most 
powerful things I’ve ever witnessed. 
 
The vast representation of countries and cultures 
present in Dublin was incredible and the 
weeklong events awakened awareness in me, 
that we are part of a very diverse Church 
Family; Catholics come in all shapes, sizes, 
and colours – and we are everywhere!

 

 

 

World Meeting 
Selfies
In Philadelphia, in 2015, it was an 
opportune selfie with Cardinal Tagle 
in our hotel Foyer; in Dublin, 2018, 

it was with the BBC journalist and 
broadcaster, Adrian Chiles. 
Adrian moderated a congress session which explored contemporary interest in 

genealogy, ‘The Importance of Belonging’, during which he reflected on his 

concerns regarding his descendants; ‘And this leads me to the most sobering 

thought of all: what about my descendants and their interest in their family 

trees. Who will I be but a small entry in some 

computer file that exists in the Internet cloud 

somewhere? What will they make of me, my 

name, my born 1967, died whenever, entry. And 

I’ll be in competition for their attention too; for the 

attention of my great great great grandchild, who 

will have 32 great great great grandparents to 

choose from. It’s going to be a war in there. I feel 

a rising panic of pressure, weighed down by the 

needs of my descendants.  

This genealogy might be a positive thing after all – 

an incentive to be better, to be the person my great 

great great grandchild will want me to be.’ 

 

 

Flying the Welsh flag with our colleague 

Margaret Hinton, from Wrexham Diocese; this 

was later swapped with young boys from Spain. 

(See how close we were to the altar…) 

The Joys and Challenges 
of Parenting  
 
During this session we heard from 
several couples about their 
experiences as parents but I was 
particularly moved by the words of 
Panellist Julieann Moran, which 
resonated with me because I witness 
almost daily the judgments we make 
of others and their circumstances:  
 

‘I have had the absolute joy of parenting 
Daniel for the last 18 years. When I was 
invited to speak as a panellist I was, of 
course, delighted to do so. However, I was a 
little perturbed by the title of the discussion: 
The Joys and Challenges of Parenting Today. 
Neither was I sure if I was the right person to 
speak today. Let me explain a little more.  
I’m a lone parent and parenting has always 
been positive for me. I love my son and I love 
being his mother. Being Daniel’s mother has 
been a constant joy, a gift from God the 
Father, and an opportunity to live a full and 
fulfilling vocation, enabling virtues like love, 
care, kindness, compassion, sacrifice, hope, 
humour, and faith to flourish in me and 
hopefully in Daniel too.  
The dilemma I have this morning is talking 
about the challenges of parenting today. In 
all truth, parenting Daniel on my own has not 
been a challenge. In fact, there have been 
many occasions when being the only parent 
making decisions has been much easier. …… 
Unfortunately, other things, and even more 
unfortunately, other people, have been the 
challenges, or dare I say, the hardships, which 
have had negative consequences for me as a 
lone parent in Ireland in the past, today, and 
most likely into the future too. I will offer an 
example or two of where these unfortunate 
challenges arose but, first, I’d like to say 
something else altogether.  
How I became a lone parent is quite 
irrelevant. There is a myriad of reasons why 
people parent alone and it has never ceased 
to surprise me how other people can be 
moved from positions of support, sympathy, 
and empathy to a position of judgement (and 
vice versa) depending upon the lone parent 
and their story. Whether I was widowed, 
married, always single, abandoned, or chose 
to walk away from a situation is largely 
irrelevant. What’s relevant is how I, or any 
other lone parent, is treated by others.  
Each lone parent has an experience, a story, 
or a circumstance that led to their parenting 
alone, but the end result is still the same – 
there is a child or children being raised and 
cared for by one parent. Yet, society seems to 
have created a hierarchical structure almost 
defining which lone parent is more deserving 
of its support and sympathy over others……’ 

Read the rest of Julieann’s talk and most of 

the other Congress talks and speeches on the 

website worldmeeting2018.ie  

mailto:parenting@rcadc.org
https://rcadc.org/marriage-and-family-life
http://www.facebook.com/RcadcParenting

