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Introduction by Fr Nicholas Williams- Vocations Director

Welcome to the second annual edition of our 
Vocations Magazine, following on from another 
most extraordinary and unprecedented year. 
Nevertheless, our release date, tending to fall 
around Vocations Sunday each year, presents 
an opportunity for us to reflect and report on 
how the last few 12 months has impacted the 
life of our priests and seminarians in various 
different ways. At this point of writing (late April 
2021) we are beginning to emerge from yet 
another lockdown and are all I’m sure at the 
very least feeling tired, disconnected and quite 
frankly, fed up of discussing the pandemic. For 
this reason, I decided not to dominate this 
magazine by discussing Covid. However, at the 
same time I feel that it is important to celebrate 
the role of our many hospital chaplains (only a 
selection of whom are able to be included here) 

and suggest that this important role deserves to be highlighted. These volunteers exercise 
a ministry that most, if not all, priests become involved in at some point in their life and is 
one of the most rewarding aspects of priesthood. Some of our chaplains have also 
caught covid themselves as a direct consequence of their presence amongst the sick 
and, in cases, have suffered quite serious effects.


However, recognising the importance of focusing on other aspects of life that have 
continued despite the disruption, in this issue, we give an overview of what’s been going 
on our schools department and provide other other vocations stories. I am, personally, 
very much looking forward to the opportunities that being a University Chaplain will bring 
to the fore in all sorts of respects, not least how that ties up with vocational discernment. 
Whether our calling lies in marriage, religious life or priesthood, to stand any chance of 
being able to discover what we are being asked to live out, at a personal level, we must 
first learn how to be a Christian. More particularly, this means to learn how to become a 
disciple of Christ. We must ensure that we do not place obstacles between what we 
selfishly plan for ourselves and what is God’s will for us. If we do not learn how to carve 
out the space for prayer, we are simply unequipped to hear the voice of God that comes 
through silence.


This principle applies equally to parents and their own children; it is now common for 
children to be afraid of what their own parents might say, if they feel that they are 
genuinely being called to follow God in a way that doesn’t involve a conventional career 
or lifestyle. If God our Father, the beginning and end of all happiness and fulfilment, has 
called a person to a vocation, our role is only to help guide them to hear that calling more 
clearly. Vocations in their different respects don’t come from other people’s families; 
they don’t happen to other people; It is our solemn duty to understand what God’s 
purpose is for us, personally, in our own lives. Otherwise we are destined to a life that 
does not fulfil us, that does not challenge us and does not cause us to grow closer to 
God. This is a life that does not require courage or sacrifice and does not lead to the 
greatness that God wishes for us. 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Vocation Stories: Canon Peter Collins

Canon Peter Collins is currently serving as parish priest at St Mary of the Angels 
and Holy Family in Canton & Fairwater. Prior to this, he served as Dean of Cardiff 
Cathedral, parish priest of Chepstow and vice-rector at the Royal & Pontifical 
English College, Valladolid. 

I was just five years of age when I began 
‘celebrating Mass’. This took place on the low 
mantlepiece in the front room of the family 
home, a sacred space that was supposed to be 
entered only at Christmas and on some other 
high days. These celebrations usually took place 
on a Monday, as this was the traditional washing 
day which always provided access to large bath 
towels that were essential for employment as 
vestments. I was often in trouble for opening up 
a hole in the middle of such towels so that I 
could get my head through the middle, creating 
a proper ‘chasuble’. My choice of altar server 
was conditioned by the severe limitation of 
available candidates. I recruited my friend Ann 
who lived nearby. Despite the fact that her 
family’s Christian allegiance was rooted in a local 
Chapel, I ensured that she knew when to ring 
the bell and was able to recite the Hail Mary. I 
did not realise at the time how radical was my 

choice, a girl and a non-conformist. I can still hear her complaints: “Oh no, not Church 
again!” Although I never managed to draw her into the Catholic Church, I am happy to 
report that, twenty years after her service at the ‘altar’, Ann did attend my actual 
ordination to the priesthood in 1984.


Reflecting the universal pattern of experience, during my childhood and adolescence I 
contemplated the usual variety of pathways for my life, some more and some less likely 
than others. I had grown up within the security of a loving home, where immediate and 
extended family members mingled across three generations. The strand of faith was 
woven into the fabric of my life. It was seemingly no surprise to many that I eventually 
applied to the Archdiocese of Cardiff for consideration as a candidate for priesthood. 
Having said this, I would not wish to give the impression that my taking the decision to 
apply was either inevitable or straightforward. When John A.Murphy was Bishop of 
Shrewsbury he had ordained my Uncle to the priesthood in 1954 for service in the 
Diocese of Nottingham. In 1978, the now Archbishop Murphy of Cardiff accepted me for 
seminary formation. After studying at Cambridge and then serving in the Indian Army 
during the Second World War, my Uncle had undertaken his seminary formation in Lisbon 
and Rome. I was delighted when I learned that I would become a seminarian at the 
Pontifical and Royal English College of St.Alban, Valladolid, Spain. I did not allow my lack 
of accomplishment with modern languages at school to interfere with my excitement.


Since 1978, Spain has become my ‘second home’ and the English College, Valladolid, my 
‘Alma Mater’. Having said this, I clearly remember looking out the window of my room on 
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the night of my arrival in Valladolid and thinking to myself, “What have I done?” The 
formation process is not built upon a single decision but a sequence of decisions. The 
journey of preparation towards acceptance takes years and there now exists the 
requirement to provide a propaedeutic year, which happens to be conducted at 
Valladolid. The following six years of close scrutiny at the seminary hold significant 
challenges but there is also the provision of sustenance through a structured network of 
support. The seminary staff assist the bishop in his decision to call a candidate to 
ordination. Beyond the years in seminary, there remains the need for a structured 
provision of post-ordination formation and development across the years of priestly 
ministry. The formation journey must maintain a sustained integration of the academic, 
pastoral, spiritual and human dimensions, before and after ordination.


My priestly ministry has taken me into many arenas. We are ordained by the bishop to 
assist him in his duty to teach and sanctify God’s holy people. The privilege and 
responsibility can feel overwhelming, and rightly so. I was ordained to the priesthood on 
the 14th July 1984, the Memoria of St.Camillus de Lellis, a soldier of fortune who became 
a priestly servant of the sick. I first served as a Curate at the Metropolitan Cathedral for 
eighteen months before moving to St.Mary’s Parish in Bridgend for two years. Out of the 
blue, in January 1988, I was sent back to Spain to commence further studies in Madrid 
and Salamanca in preparation for taking up my appointment 
as Vice-Rector at the English College, Valladolid. This 
appointment became operational in September 1989 and I 
was immediately immersed in the task of being a ‘formator’ 
at the tender age of thirty-one. 1989 marked the fourth 
centenary of the College’s foundation and there was a 
cascade of significant celebrations. My five years on the 
staff of the College was both an immense privilege and a 
significant challenge. I returned the Archdiocese in 
September 1994, being appointed as Parish Priest at 
St.Mary’s in Chepstow. Little did I know at that stage that I 
was following a man who would later be convicted as an 
abuser. When the abuse was revealed, the task of 
accompanying my parishioners through the trauma was the 
most painful of experiences. I can also describe those years 
as privileged because a close bond was forged with the 
people, my priesthood sustaining them and they sustaining 
my priestly ministry.


In 2001 Bishop Edwin Regan came to visit 
me in Chepstow. He was then Bishop of 
Wrexham and had also been appointed as 
Apostolic Administrator of the Archdiocese. 
As Canon Regan he had been my first ‘Boss’ 
as Administrator of the Cathedral. He had 
come to tell me that he was appointing me 
as Dean of the Metropolitan Cathedral. I 
transferred from Chepstow in the May of that 
year and remained at the Cathedral for over 
eighteen years, welcoming first Archbishop 
Peter Smith and then Archbishop George 
Stack. In August 2019 I rowed the short 
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distance across the River Taff from 
the Cathedral to become Parish 
Priest of both St.Mary of the Angels, 
Canton, and Holy Family, Fairwater. It 
was only six months after my re-
location, when I was still unpacking, 
that the pandemic lockdown was 
enforced. Since arriving at ‘The 
Priory’ (St.Mary of the Angels was a 
Benedictine Parish until 1992) I have 
celebrated only ten baptisms, one 
wedding but over one hundred and 
forty funerals. We are all looking 
forward to our emergence from the 
emergency.


In addition to the more obvious spiritual and pastoral roles I have undertaken over the 
past thirty-seven years, as indicated I have been heavily involved in the work of formation. 
In addition to serving as a seminary Vice-Rector, I was Director of the Diaconate 
Formation Programme within the Archdiocese for ten years. As well as having served as a 
Governor in three Primary Schools and two High Schools, I currently serve as a Governor 
at St.David’s Catholic Sixth Form College. I was also privileged to lead the Archdiocesan 
Education Commission as Chairman for twelve years. For twenty-five years I have played 
a part in establishing and sustaining the safeguarding structures of the Archdiocese. As 
Bishop’s Delegate, I attended the Church’s first National Safeguarding Conference in 
1995 and I remain the Clergy Safeguarding Advisor. These various appointments and 
responsibilities have all been challenging in their different ways and all have enriched my 
priestly life and ministry.


For many people, both inside and as well as outside of the Church, the life of a priest can 
seem to be a simple matter of only ‘working one day a week’. My two brothers-in-law 
certainly continue to jokingly accuse me of living a quiet life! A priest, along with all the 
baptised, must certainly ensure that there is a great deal of quiet time for prayer if he is to 
be sustained for the expansive diversity of his ministry. “Follow me”, says the Lord. 
Wherever he leads us, though it may be exhausting, it will be the most rewarding journey 
for us all.
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How our Hospital Chaplains have continued 
to operate throughout the Pandemic

Fr Nicholas Williams (editor), currently assistant priest at St Mary of the Angels & 
Holy Family (Starting as Cardiff University Catholic Chaplain in September 2021), 
and one of the on-call Chaplains in Cardiff. 

Many in our community have suffered widely varying forms of hardships and grief; the 
loss of employment, severe illness which has not been treated as it normally would have, 
and even, most tragically the death of friends or family. Most if not all of us will now know 
someone who has contracted the virus and suffered long-term effects. It is undoubtedly 
the case that the world that we emerge into after this pandemic will be permanently 
changed from that which we left coming in. In the midst of this, our hospital chaplains 
have continued to visit the critically ill and dying; many of them being directly impacted by 
the contraction of Covid in hospital after being admitted for other reasons. In these cases 
and particularly when family members have not been able to be present, the presence of 
our chaplains has ensured that people have been given the opportunity to prepare 
themselves for the end of their earthly pilgrimage.



One of the critical points of hospital 
Chaplaincy (and priesthood as a whole) is to 
be available in emergencies and end of life 
situations to ensure that the final 
sacraments are administered to those 
particularly in need. For every on-call 
chaplain, this involves an amount of 
sacrifice; when a priest is on the rota, it is 
undoubtedly very difficult to relax and even 
sleep soundly knowing the pager may go off 
at any time. However, despite the toll this 
can take in tiredness (especially in busy 
periods as we witnessed last year), very few 
priests (if any) will come away from an 
urgent hospital call anything other than 
spiritually uplifted from being there at that critical moment. To be able to absolve, anoint 
and, much more rarely, provide viaticum; the last reception of the Eucharist as food for 
the journey. 


Recalling one extremely powerful moment 
not that long ago, for example; a dying 
person that I’d been called out to see 
couldn’t speak but conscious enough to be 
aware of my presence and knew what was 
happening. Immediately afterwards, the 
attending Family asked me to come back in 
as I and was preparing to remove my 
protective clothing so that the dying person 
could reach out their hand to me as a way of 
thanking me for the peace that I had brought 
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them. It wasn't me at all, of course, it could and would 
have been any of my colleagues sharing the rota with me; 
I just happened to be the one called out on that day to 
offer the presence of Christ to that person in that 
situation.


Fr Peter Davies, Full-time Catholic Chaplain based at 
Llandough Hospital, near Cardiff 

As the Great Physician our Lord Jesus reached out his 
hands to heal the sick, to mobilise the paralysed, to give 
sight to the blind, to liberate the demon possessed, to 
cleanse the unclean, and to give hope to the bereaved.  
And that ministry continued to such a degree by the early 
Church, that the pagans derided our faith, as ‘a religion of 
the sick.’ Today, Pope Francis continues to emphasise 
the need for the Church to be “a field hospital that takes 
in the weakest people: the infirm.” Our hospitals provide 

medical aid to the sick, the broken and those whose lives are bound by different 
conditions. But medicine cannot heal the soul, bring meaning to life or give hope beyond 
death.


As priests of God ministering within the hospitals, have the great privilege of 
communicating the love and healing presence of Christ to the broken – by administering 
the Sacraments, sharing the Scriptures and praying with those who find it hard to face the 
realities of life and death. We seek to be ambassadors of Christ to the staff and patients 
found within the medical environment, but what we discover all too powerfully, is that 
Christ is already here before us. We meet with Christ - in the faces of the dying child, in 
the turmoil of the mentally ill and in frail hands held in love.


As Pope Francis reminds us, “In the wounds of the sick and in the diseases that impede 
us from moving forward in life, Jesus’ presence, and His wounds, is always there,” he 
added. “Jesus calls each of us to look after them, to support them, and to heal them.”


Fr Laurence Bryce, assistant priest at All Saints and one 
of the on-call Chaplains at the Royal Gwent, Newport 

Ministry to the sick, and in particular the dying, is one of the 
most profound and fulfilling parts of Priesthood for me. The 
grace that the Lord offers a person on their deathbed are, 
when you truly consider it, mind-blowing, and to be part of 
that is a true privilege, albeit a sombre one. It is a time when 
God truly works in an incredible way.


During these times of pandemic, hospital ministry 
understandably took on a new style, but also a new 
profundity. Firstly, the privilege was enhanced by the fact 
that, often, as a priest you were allowed to visit a patient 
when even close family sometimes were not. This also 
brought with it a great responsibility, and gave a sense of 
how much respect there still is for the Priesthood.
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Obviously there were slight changes to the way that hospital visits were made and the 
sacraments administered, but even though physical contact and time spent with patients 
was reduced to a minimum, God was still doing His work.


Fr David Prichard, Priest of the Personal Ordinariate of Our 
Lady of Walsingham; part-time Catholic Chaplain at UHW, 
Cardiff 

If I’ve learned anything during this time is the importance of 
ministry to the NHS staff, who have faced fear and uncertainty 
every minute of their working day, in the knowledge that they 
may well be taking the virus home to their families.  I have been 
privileged to have had many quiet and heartfelt conversations 
with staff across the religious spectrum - those with great faith, 
and those with none - which often conclude with a request that 
I pray for them, or perhaps give a blessing.  


As I move about the Wards, I am always conscious of the pyx 
which I carry on a lanyard around my neck, containing the 
precious gift of the Blessed Sacrament.  Although hidden by the 
layers of PPE, the Real Prescence of Jesus gives silent and 

unseen Benediction to all whom I encounter.  I’m frequently moved when I arrive at a 
bedside to be greeted by the spontaneous tears of a patient, so grateful for the simple act 
of a visit … and yet as I constantly remind myself, it is not “about me” but the Unseen 
Guest who steps forward at this moment, ministering through His Church, to offer His 
blessing of love and peace in Word and Sacrament.


Being a Chaplain during this deadly worldwide Pandemic has certainly been tough.  
Indeed, a rational person may argue that the last place anyone would wish to place 
themselves at such a time is a hospital: but it is to this work that the Good Shepherd calls 
His priests, where they are needed now more than ever.  
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Fr Robert James (right) on his way into an 
Intensive Care Unit at the Royal Gwent Hospital 
during the height of the covid crisis. In high 
humidity ventilator environments, priests have to 
wear exactly the same equipment as doctors and 
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special protective clothing and wearing gloves, a 
face mask and a respirator.



Fr Allan Davies-Hale reflects on priesthood & 
University Chaplaincy


Fr Allan Davies-Hale is parish priest of St Dyfrig’s, Treforest, All Hallows, Miskin and 
Catholic Chaplain at the University of South Wales, Treforest. Fr Allan studied for the 
priesthood at St Alban’s College, Valladolid. 

I am now in the 38th year of my priesthood. For me the 
priesthood is a privilege. It never ceases to amaze me 
that people invite priests into their lives at the most 
special and deeply intense moments of their lives. A 
priest’s life can be demanding, frustrating, worrying - 
just like every other life. However, it is always rewarding. 
We can be with people as they welcome new life into 
the world. We can be with them at all the decisive 
moments of family life. For example we can be with 
them as their babies become children, when their young 
adults prepare for adulthood and when they prepare to 
begin the cycle of life all over again. For all of these 
moments the Church has a special way of celebrating 
through the Sacraments, the life blood of the Church - 
and the priest is there throughout them all. Perhaps the 
most poignant moment comes towards the end of life 
when we celebrate the Sacrament of the Sick and Holy 

Viaticum. It certainly is a sacred and holy privilege.


The life of a University Chaplain also has its rewards. The Chaplaincy at the University of 
South Wales is organised as an Ecumenical Chaplaincy. The Director of Chaplaincy 
Services is a Baptist Minister and there are ministers from other Christian denominations 
also. Leaders from other faiths also meet at the chaplaincy. I am the Roman Catholic 
presence there. I celebrate mass once a week during term time and am available to 
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counsel and chat to students and staff if they so wish. I am involved with the various 
activities that take place through the year such as the Welcome Service, Lenten Service, 
Christmas Service and all of the social events that take place.


The specifically “Roman Catholic” things that take place happen within the Parish of St 
Dyfrig. These include preparation for the Sacraments including the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults, Scripture Study and  Lectio Divina. Weekend Parish Mass would be 
the main point of contact between myself and the students. After mass would be the time 
when the students would be welcomed into the parish community and planning events 
for the term would take place. 


One of the unexpected things about being a University Chaplain in this part of the world 
in 2020/2021 is that the majority of students with whom I have contact are international 
students. Over the years they have come from many African countries including Nigeria, 
Ghana, South Africa and Mozambique, from India, Sri Lanka, the Phillipines, Malaysia, 
Borneo, Jordan, the Czech Republic, Rumania, Poland, Germany, France, the United 
States, Spain and other countries also. One student even came from Cardiff! It has been a 
great personal joy to come to know something of the faith, culture and language of the 
international students. Their faith and devotion has been particularly humbling.  Perhaps it 
is telling that very few students came from the United Kingdom. Perhaps God is calling us 
to rededicate ourselves to the home mission. After the pandemic it will be  a delight to 
welcome everyone back to our faith community.
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Why do priests train at a Seminary?

The background and history of the Church’s approach to Formation

In Medieval Wales, outside the (predominantly Cistercian) monasteries, potential 
vocations were usually embraced and trained by their local parish priest (the latter, 
despite it being against Church law, were often literally their own fathers) and served the 
equivalent of an apprenticeship. There were 
also many “Massing priests”; priests ordained 
only to offer back-to-back Masses at a chantry 
chapel for the repose of the souls of their 
benefactor’s family members; being paid a 
living stipend for doing so. Clergy of particular 
talent and means were liable to be sent to 
study at one of the great European Universities 
(Wales, tragically, had no such institutions at 
this time), often never to return to Wales where 
the “beneficies” (a parish providing a living) 
were often unattractive and unable to compete 
with the opportunities available in England. In 
places like Winchester, for example, Colleges 
were set up by the bishop to educate young 
scholars whose family income was less than a certain amount. In conjunction with the 
network of religious houses throughout Europe, this, in an important way, meant that 
through the Church, a person of ability could transcend the levels of the feudal system 
which would otherwise be closed to them. Nevertheless, poor formation, absentee (non-
resident) bishops and nepotism amongst the hierarchy across Europe, was undoubtedly a 
contributing factor to the Reformation. 




As a slight aside but, potentially interesting 
nevertheless; the bishop of Llandaff at the outset of 
the Reformation was a Spanish friar, George de 
Athequa, who served as Queen Catherine of Aragon’s 
confessor, accompanying her in her banishment from 
court and therefore barely setting foot in his own 
diocese. To his credit, Athequa remained resolutely 
loyal to his queen throughout the turbulence of the 
period and suffered a period of imprisonment for 
refusing to break with Rome in 1534. Unable to 
accept the enormous theological consequences of 
this rupture, he attempted to flee the country on a 
Flemish ship in disguise but was inadvertently given 
away by a servant. Long before Athequa’s release 
and return to Spain (negotiated by Charles V’s 
ambassador, Eustace Chapuys, in 1537), oversight of 
the See of Llandaff had long been carried out by a 
suffragan bishop appointed by Cardinal Wolsey, one 
John Smart, who had been accused of simony in the 

1520s for accepting money for conferring ordinations. A bishop more compliant to the 
Crown’s entirely politically motivated religious policies, Robert Holgate, was appointed to 
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replace Athequa in 1537. Further details may be found in Glanmor Williams’ excellent 
histories, Wales and the Reformation and The Welsh Church.


The primary instigator of the Reformation, the German Augustinian Martin Luther 
(1483-1546), was ordained priest only two years after his reception into the Augustinian 
Order and sent to Rome from Erfurt, Germany, in 1510, to conduct business on his 
Order’s behalf. Formed in a particular philosophical tradition called nominalism (which by 
its very nature is skeptical of authority and cannot help but project a merely institutional 
view of the Church), the contrast of genuine piety with the faithlessness, moral decay and 
corruption that could be found at the centre of Christendom, staggered and disillusioned 
him. His personal “anfechtung” (despair of his own unworthiness) led to the conclusion 
that any human good work was worthless to God, and, therefore he concluded that the 
Catholic doctrine that the Mass is a Sacrifice (and therefore a “good work”) had to be a 
corrupted teaching. Luther’s view on this subject was undoubtedly reacting against a 
significant distortion of what continues to be Catholic teaching to this day but by 1517 he 
had largely broken with any recognisably Catholic doctrine relating to free will, the 
Sacraments and the Church hierarchy. The Sacrifice of the Mass, Transubstantiation and 
the priesthood were vigorously attacked in his 1520 work, On the Babylonian captivity of 
the Church, leading to Henry VIII of England’s riposte, Defence of the seven sacraments, 
which earned the latter the title defender of the faith, conferred by Pope Leo X. 


Succeeding in fermenting a revolt that the English 
reformer, John Wycliffe and his Czech adherent 
Jan Hus, had failed to bring to fruition a century 
before him, Luther had now released the genie 
from its bottle. Luther’s own principle of Sola 
Scriptura (private interpretation of biblical texts 
without the benefit of a guiding authority) was 
soon used against him by emerging adversaries 
such as the Swiss reformer Huldrich Zwingli, with 
whom he bitterly disputed at Marburg in 1529. 
Despite the efforts of Catholic luminaries such as 
Thomas Cajetan and Johann Eck, the Catholic 
response was largely slow, unsophisticated and 
prone to misunderstanding the nature of the 
threats facing it. Voices calling for rupture with 
Catholic Tradition and a return to what was 
spuriously claimed to be a purer form of 
Christianity, resounded across Europe. These 
voices tended to be more pronounced in Northern 
Germany, Scandinavia and areas of France but 
were largely rejected around the Mediterranean 

and even the majority parts of Wales and England outside London. Outside the 
Universities of Europe, the Catholic diocesan clergy were largely unequipped to even 
understand the issues being debated in the capital cities, let alone address and answer 
them.


Closer to home, the posting of the evangelical English bishop William Barlow, first as Prior 
at the Augustinian Priory at Haverfordwest in 1534, then as Bishop of St Asaph in 1535 (a 
post that he never took up) and furthermore as Bishop of St David’s in 1536, heralded the 
real arrival of Continental Reformed thought into Wales. Barlow faced enormous 
resistance to his “reformed” ideas from adherents to the previous bishop, Richard 
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also, that recusant Catholicism was able 

to survive without excessive scrutiny



Rawlins, but he attempted to 
bolster his position by putting his 
own family into key positions in the 
diocese. Well before Henry’s break 
with Rome in 1534, the two English 
Universities could no longer be 
relied on to offer unadulterated 
Catholic teaching and, Cambridge 
in particular; acted as a centre of 
nominalism and as the breeding 
ground of the leading reformers of 
the mid-16th century.


There was clear need to improve 
the standard of priestly formation 
across the Church in response to the 
Reformation. It must be noted that, at this time, Wales was as Catholic as Italy, Spain or 
France; an examination of any parish church would have yielded unambiguous signs of 
normal Catholic practice; wall paintings, statues of saints and basic architecture which 
emphasised the connection of the church with the Jewish Temple. The altar at the East of 
the Church was unapologetically regarded as the Table of Sacrifice on which Christ is 
made present each time the Mass is celebrated. 


The principle changes to the average 
Medieval parish and the liturgy at the 
Reformation were therefore a direct 
attack on the Mass and the 
priesthood, designed to be performed 
in a subtle enough manner as to 
obscure its real purpose. Under the 
pretence of simplifying the rites,  the 
wording of the consecratory prayers 
was changed and churches were 
substantially reordered. The 
desecration and destruction of altars 
was a means of ensuring that the 
priest had nothing to sacrifice on. 
Therefore, since he was not offering a 
sacrifice, he was no longer functioning 

as a priest in the Catholic sense. If the 
Eucharist did not truly make Christ substantially present, there was no hostia (Latin word 
from which our word host, meaning victim, is derived) to be offered. 


If we break up the nature of sacrifice into its three key components; the offerer (priest), the 
table on which it is offered (the altar) and the victim that is offered, the Reformation 
systematically targeted all three. The new “communion table” (without any relics placed 
inside) was now turned 90 degrees and placed amongst the people so that any remaining 
vestiges of Catholic sacrifice was entirely transformed into a meal merely memorialising 
the Last Supper. Chancel (sanctuary) screens and altar rails were removed, to further 
emphasise a point; the link with the parish church and the Jewish Temple was broken. 
Indeed, it was Luther, not any Catholic authority who stated “Now, the more 

closely our Mass resembles that first Mass of all, which Christ performed at the Last 


14

St Issui’s church at Partrishow, 
Breconshire, with its 15th century 

Rood screen still intact

St David’s Cathedral, Pembrokeshire, 
with the Medieval


bishop’s palace in the background



Supper, the more Christian it will be” (The Babylonian captivity). To this day, it has never 
been a principal of Catholic liturgy to view the Mass as anything less than a bringing 
present of the entire Easter Triduum, with the Sacrifice of the Cross being just as much 
part of the Mass as the meal of the Last Supper.


To provide further distance from any 
outward appearance of sacrifice, priestly 
vestments were replaced by a surplice 
and stole (Catholic priests’ chasubles 
were often hidden by faithful parishioners 
hoping for an eventual return to the old 
faith), any reference to sacrifice was 
removed from the wording of the liturgy, 
shrines were destroyed, statues were 
removed (again, if they had not been 
hidden by the priest or parishioners first) 
and churches were whitewashed. By and 
large, particularly in rural British 
communities, the parish priests were as 
upset by the injunctions coming from 
London as anyone else. In some places, 
attempts were made to ignore the 
instructions or to bribe the official Crown 
“visitors” to leave things as they were, and 
some isolated examples of rood screens do survive to this day (i.e Partrishow in 
Brconshire, see above). However, the changes were quite comprehensive and forced by 
the agents of King Edward VI, so, despite the attempt of his sister Queen Mary I 
(1553-1558) to redress the balance, Catholic minded priests were forced to persevere as 
best they could until the last of those ordained under Queen Mary eventually died out.


Steering back to the theme of our subject, a large part of many of a rural 15th/ 16th 
century priest’s life consisted in just about being able to celebrate the sacraments and 
explaining the daily scripture set in the Missal to his congregation. It is a courtesy not to 
downplay the importance of the pastoral care and sacramental presence these priests 
undoubtedly offered their communities, yet, as St Thomas Aquinas rightly observed, 
God’s Grace does not destroy our human nature but perfects it (ST, I, I, q. 8 a. 2). As 
anybody who has been involved in the formation of priests will know, Grace only works if 
there is a well formed individual to cooperate with it and to build on. One of the most 
solemn responsibilities of a priest, reflected in the renewal of his priestly promises at the 
Chrism Mass each year, is to teach the people of God and a priest cannot teach unless 
he himself is well taught. The “Massing priest” apprenticeship paradigm of the Middle 
Ages is therefore not a model to be reinstated for our modern era.


The current seminary system was established by the 23rd Session of the Council of Trent 
in 1563 in response to this crisis and placed the responsibility of formation under the 
direct auspices of the diocesan bishop. Obviously, the accession of Elizabeth I to the 
English throne in 1558 and the renewal of the break with Rome in the Act of Supremacy 
the same year, made any compliance with the Catholic “counter-reformation” rather 
difficult for English & Welsh Catholic clergy. As a side note, interestingly, the Bishop of 
Llandaff played a part in Reformation history. George de Athequa’s successor but one, 
one Anthony Kitchin, distinguished himself as being the only bishop to have consistently 
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maintained his See (bishopric) throughout all the changes in monarch (Henry VIII, Edward 
VI, Mary I and Elizabeth I). Under Elizabeth, he was the only serving bishop to acquiesce 
to the new break with Rome. All the other bishops in England and Wales refused and fled 
to Continental Europe, or were imprisoned. The bishop-elect of Bangor, Morys Clynnog, 
was made first rector of the English College in Rome (1579) before his controversial 
replacement by the Jesuits, due to complaints about his favoriitism of Welsh students. 
Welsh priests, Gryfydd Robert and Owen Lewis, both served St. Charles Borromeo in 
Milan as his confessor and Vicar General respectively. Owen Lewis eventually became 
bishop of Cassano in Italy. Bishop Thomas Goldwell of St Asaph ended up in Rome as an 
advisor to Pope Pius V and eventually died of old age in 1585 after being taken ill 
accompanying the first generation of seminary priests on the road back to England.


The new breed of such priests that 
emerged from 1574 onwards; men like 
Lewis Barlow, Robert Owen, Robert Gwy, 
and William Davies; were zealous, highly 
educated and rigorously trained for hostile 
territory.  These were the shock troops 
arriving from Europe, replacing their 
counterparts ordained under Queen Mary. 
The Catholic recusant community in 
England and Wales were sustained by 
these brave men for several centuries. 
These priests had studied at English & 
Welsh seminaries at Rome (founded 1579), 
Valladolid (1589), Seville (1592), Lisbon 

(1628), St Omer (1593), Douai (c.1561) only to return to face martyrdom in their home 
country. Of particular interest to our Archdiocese are, of course, St John Lloyd 
(Valladolid), St Philip Evans (St Omer), St David Lewis (Rome), St John Roberts (Douai), 
John Jones (Franciscan convent); and St John Kemble (Douai); many of these were 
martyred during the scandalous injustice of the so called Titus Oates plot in 1679.


At the gradual removal of penal laws against 
Catholics, it was eventually possible to 
establish seminaries in England and Wales, with 
St Edmund’s College, Ware, being the first to 
welcome exiles from Douai in 1793, after the 
latter’s suppression as a result of the French 
Revolution. The community was then relocated 
in 1975 to the current Allen Hall site (named 

after William Cardinal Allen 1532-1594). 
St Cuthbert’s College, Ushaw, received 
the balance of Douai exiles in 1808 and 
served as the Seminary for the North of 
England until its closure in 2011 and 
the incorporation of its community into 
that of Oscott College.
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“Old Oscott” at Birmingham was established 
on land bequeathed as a mission centre by a 
priest, Andrew Bromwich (d. 1702), who had 
narrowly survived the Titus Oates plot In 
1794, St Mary’s College, Oscott was founded 
at what is now Maryvale, eventually being 
relocated to its present site near Sutton 
Coldfield in 1838. 





In 1852, Pope Pius IX approved the 
establishment of what is now the 
Pontifical Beda College in Rome, for the 
formation of men who had joined the 
Church seeking ordination from other 
Christian traditions. Originally operating 
from a premises near the Piazza 
Barberini, the community was relocated 
to its current home, on Vatican extra-
territorial land immediately opposite the 
Basilica of San Paulo fuori le mura (St 
Pauls outside the walls). This is 
extremely close to the ancient route into 
Rome, the Via Ostiense (the site of St 

Paul’s burial), outside the walls of the city which were built to centuries later by Aurelian c 
275 A.D. 


St John’s College, Wonersh, was founded in 1889 in Arundel & Brighton diocese, chiefly 
serving the Province of Southwark. It has formed a number of our Cardiff clergy over the 
years, though it is now sadly set to close this year. 


Therefore, moving forward, the Catholic Church in England and Wales has five seminaries 
in operation, each with its own distinctive history and tradition. Each community also 
changes every year, considering the enormous contribution that individual personalities 
bring to the fore. With the increased focus on accompaniment and preparation that the 
Holy See has requested for the initial stages of priestly formation, Spain will undoubtedly 
play a large part in that formation. The latest instruction from Rome on priestly formation 
emphasises the need to properly prepare the next generation of priests for a very different 
world that they will be engaging with. This is the task of the local church, to ensure that 
the newest priests emerging from their parishes and chaplaincies are, firstly, well adjusted 
and immersed in a strong sense of Catholic identity, but secondly, are entirely capable of 
engaging with a society that increasingly becomes more estranged from its Christian 
roots. 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Fr Bernard Sixtus-  Priest of The Ordinariate of Our 
Lady of Walsingham; on being Director of Education


"It really makes a difference if a Diocese can have a priest 
looking after this role" (of Director of Religious Education), 
someone said to me a while back, after a Mass for a deceased 
colleague from the Catholic schools 'world'... and I remember 
feeling quite touched by this.  


For it concerned a question that had 
exercised me personally since I had been 
asked to look after this role in our Diocese 
just before my ordination: in what way, if 
any, does it matter that I do this as a 
priest? How does it relate to my priestly 
vocation and ministry - if at all? Because 
in most Dioceses,  of course, the role is 
usually fulfilled by a lay woman or man - 

and those doing so fulfill it with great commitment and ability, with a 
deep understanding of Catholic education (often because they - 
unlike me - were teachers previously), and also often with much 
more expertise than I have got.

And, in all honesty, I had myself therefore often viewed the role more 
like "tent-making" (as in St Paul...): an occupation enabling my ministry as a priest to my 
Ordinariate mission and the Diocesan parish I was asked to look after - but not itself 
"priestly ministry”.


I am happy to report a "change of heart", though, so that, when at Morning and Evening 
Prayer I now intercede "O Lord, save thy people" (one of the "suffrages" in the Ordinariate 
form of the Divine Office), I do so as explicitly for those I serve in Catholic education in our 
Diocese as I do for my people in Ordinariate and parish.


I do not, of course, have primary pastoral responsibility for them as I do for Ordinariate 
mission and parish - those in our Catholic schools all live in a parish and have their parish 
priest somewhere - but I do feel that, in the end, I am called to serve them just as I am 
called to serve my parishioners. To be for them (staff and students alike, though the 
nature of my role means I meet far more of the former than of the latter) a living, walking 
"sacramental", mediating the transformative love of our Lord, praying for them, often 
offering Mass for some intention I have come across or been given by them, proclaiming 
the Gospel to them and with them, helping them grow in understanding and love of 
Jesus, His Church and the Catholic Faith, and offering whatever counsel and support I 
can - as well as, hopefully, keeping on top of the more "technical" aspects of my role. 
Even that, though, I hope I do now in a "priestly" sort of way. 


Have I found out precisely what that "difference" my colleague meant is? Probably not... 
but I do now know that this role is just one other way of living my priesthood, one aspect 
of my priestly life and ministry, one other forum in which to strive to be conformed to the 
image of the Good Shepherd. Deo gratias! 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Our man in Rome: Seminarian Elliot Hanson 
on his year in the Venerable English College




Elliot, from Barry, is currently our senior student for the 
Archdiocese of Cardiff and has studied both in Allen Hall and 
the VEC, Rome. He is, thank God, approaching ordination as 
a transitional deacon in the coming months before 
completing further studies. Please God, it will not be too long 
before we have another priestly ordination, as Elliot 
eventually returns to serve in our Archdiocese. 

As I woke this morning, I was struck by a beam of bright light 
cascading through the curtains. The days are getting longer, the 
sun is getting warmer and the early strawberries are just 
beginning to appear in the market on the Campo dei Fiori. While 
all this may seem somewhat idyllic, I am reminded of the advice 
of a lecturer in my first year here: when the strawberries first 
appear, it’s time to hit the books! To a certain extent he is right. 
Exams are around the corner and, like many final year students; 
dissertation deadlines are looming large on the horizon. However, 
it is always a joy to emerge from among the ever-growing tower 
of books to write a little something for the Vocations Magazine. 


As this academic year slowly draws to its close, there is much to be thankful for. Despite 
the trauma of regular testing, the frustration of mask wearing and the almost continual 
application of hand sanitiser, the community here has been largely spared from the effects 
of the pandemic. While it may have seemed a little counter intuitive to join a community 
abroad in the middle of a global health crisis, it has in fact been a real blessing. The 
seminary community has been a return to “normality”. We have been able to re-establish 
a regular routine of Mass, prayer, formation and fraternity. While most teaching has been 
at a distance, we can at least enjoy the company of our in-house colleagues and the input 
of our formators on a face-to-face basis.   
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Pastoral work too has returned to a “new normal”. I have had the great pleasure of 
preparing six Italian children to receive Holy 
Communion for the first time in a few weeks 

time. Our meetings have all taken place online, and 
while not ideal, a lot of fruit has been gained on both 
sides. After a year and a half of formation, I am now 
confident that these children are ready to receive Our 
Lord. And after an intensive training session from the 
children, I finally know how to share the screen properly 
and how to make the blank wall behind me transform 
into a tropical beach paradise! All essential skills! The 
children have been a real joy. Please pray for them as 
they receive Our Lord for the first time. 


And so as ordination to the diaconate draws slowly 
nearer – God willing, to take place in July – I am aware 
of the preparations to be made. There are essays to be 
finished and exams to be taken. There are oaths to be 
sworn and retreats to be made. This last semester will 
be a busy one, but one filled with grace as the God 
who calls confirms the plans He has for me. Thus, as I 
prepare for my “new normal” – the “new normal” of 
ordained ministry – I ask your prayers for myself, that I 
may be a worthy servant of the Risen Lord, for my brother seminarians, especially those 
of our own diocese, that they may open to the will of God, and for all who are discerning 
at this time, that they may hear the voice of the God who calls them and generously 
answer His invitation.   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Our man not quite at this moment in Spain: Seminarian Gwyn Jones- 
From Cefn-Hengoed, Newbridge & Pontllanfraith to Valladolid to Cardiff 
and back!


Gwyn is currently in his first year at seminary and started at 
the Royal & Pontifical English College, Valladolid but, since 
December, has been based in Cardiff conducting his lectures 
online.


We often hear people say at the moment that we are living in 
“ Strange Times “  as a result of the upheaval that the Global 
Pandemic has caused, and indeed it has changed our 
perceptions and whole way of life, none more so than 
undertaking Priestly formation at this time.  Having been 
accepted to commence my formation as a seminarian for the 
Archdiocese of Cardiff in 2020, I began my studies at the 
Royal and Pontifical English and Welsh college in Valladolid 
in Spain in October 2020.  Having been away from full time 
academic study for quite a number of years, and set against 

the backdrop of the pandemic, I began my studies in spain on what is described as a 
Propaedeutic Year.


My days began with meditation in the 
college chapel at 7.00a.m. Spanish time, 
which made it 6.00a.m. United Kingdom 
Time! Morning Prayer then followed 
immediately after, followed by Mass.  After 
Mass there would be lectures until 
Midday, then we had lunch, immediately 
followed by prayers for the Pope, then 
lectures would resume in the afternoon, 
we had around Two to Three hours private 
study periods before Evening prayer in the 
college chapel followed by our Evening 
meal, and our day would end around 

10p.m. with the office of Compline. These were the main elements of our days, but there 
would often be other things like Exposition of the Blessed sacrament, Rosary recitation, 
Lectio Divina, and other devotional things.


My life in seminary continued in this pattern 
until December 2020 when all Seminarians 
returned home for the Christmas Holiday. I 
returned to the Presbytery at Saint John 
Lloyd church in Trowbridge here in Cardiff, 
which the Archdiocese has kindly made 
available for the use of Seminarians such as 
myself and the other two Seminarians, Elliott 
and Dale, as a kind of Base during holidays. 
I remained at the Presbytery in isolation due 
to covid restrictions, and the first day that I 
was able to come out of isolation, Wales 
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returned to Lockdown !!  As this situation continued, it became apparent that I would 
have to continue my studies and formation some other way.


Fr Nicholas Williams, Vocations Director for the Archdiocese of Cardiff, and Canon Peter 
Collins, Parish Priest of St Mary of the Angels and Holy Family church, kindly made some 
rooms available for my use in order for me to continue my lectures and seminars via 
Zoom, and where I have their ongoing support during my formation, together with the 
opportunity to be involved with the Liturgical life at both these churches under the current 
guidelines.  I am still unable at this moment to return to Spain due to the pandemic and 
the changes to travel requirements for United Kingdom residents since Brexit.  Currently I 
am awaiting special permits and Visas etc, but I continue to daily access all my studies 
via Zoom, I complete all my written Tests and Essays etc via Zoom, and although this 
might seem to be an inconvenience, I thank our Gracious God for this opportunity to learn 
how to use Technology to better serve Him.


Editorial note; one of the great benefits 
of spending a propaedeutic year at the 
English College in Valladolid is not only 
having the privilege of studying at one 
of our oldest seminaries with its strong 
Martyr tradition, but also having the 
opportunity to soak up the catholic 
culture in Spain and visit sites 
connected with famous saints of the 
Church. Formation in Spain usually 
involves visiting Avila and Segovia as 
well as having the occasional 
opportunity to travel further afield. 
Sadly, the Holy Week experience and 
processions in Valladolid itself was 

unable to proceed this year but we look forward to seeing some future return to normality.  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Dale Cutlan : Update from Allen Hall

Dale, originally from Aberdare and received into the Church as a 
teenager, is currently studying at Allen Hall, Chelsea. Dale 
received the ministry of lector in September 2020 is looking 
forward, God willing, to receiving the ministry of Acolyte this 
October. Ministries are a development of the ancient Minor 
Orders, which were put aside by Pope Paul VI in his 1972 
document Ministeria Quaedam (although some Traditional 
orders & societies are granted permission to retain them). 
Including his propaedeutic year in Valladolid Dale will have 
completed four years formation this summer and is currently a 
year into theology. Dale is due to start an Extended Pastoral 
Placement in September in a parish, which is a standard part of 
modern seminary formation. 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A New Deacon Ordained

Deacon Christian Mahoney ordained and sent to serve the parishes of 
St Mary of the Angels & Holy Family, Cardiff.


On Gaudete Sunday (13th 
December 2020), Christian 
Mahoney was ordained as a 
“permanent” deacon and 
appointed to serve in the 
parishes of St Mary of the 
Angels and Holy Family 
Cardiff. The Order of the 
diaconate, from the Greek 
διάκονος (Diakonos, 
meaning servant), is one of 
the three levels of the 
Sacrament of Holy Order 
(Bishop, Priest and Deacon). 
As with the priesthood, the 
diaconate is instituted by 

Christ Himself and referenced 
throughout the New Testament (Philipians 1:1 & 1 Timothy 3 et al) and the early Church 
Fathers (Epistle of Pope Clement chapter 42 c.95A.D.) amongst others. In The Acts of the 
Apostles, we witness what is traditionally held to be the ordination of the first deacons as 
assistants to the Apostles;


“Now during those days, when the disciples were increasing in 
number, the Hellenists complained against the Hebrews because 
their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution of food. 
And the twelve called together the whole community of the 
disciples and said, “It is not right that we should neglect the word 
of God in order to wait on tables. Therefore, friends, select from 
among yourselves seven men of good standing, full of the Spirit 
and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this task, while we, for 
our part, will devote ourselves to prayer and to serving the word.” 
What they said pleased the whole community, and they chose 
Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, 
Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of 
Antioch. They had these men stand before the apostles, who 
prayed and laid their hands on them” (Acts 6:1-6 New Revised 
Standard Version).


Deacon St Stephen, as we are told by Acts 7:54-60, was the 
first witness, or protomartyr, of the faith.


It is one of the most fundamental teachings of our faith that the Apostles were the first 
bishops, and that each modern day Catholic bishop has a direct lineage back to an 
Apostle. Holy Order is one of the seven Sacraments; performed through the laying on of 
hands accompanied by the prayer of the Church, practiced over centuries in unbroken 
succession. As a result, we believe that every Catholic bishop possesses a special 
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charism (gift of the Holy Spirit imparted as a permanent “character” on his soul) that gives 
him the fullness of the sacrament of Holy Order. Therefore, the bishop is both a sacerdos 
(a sacrificing High Priest) and a deacon (servant). This is why, at special occasions, the 
bishop will wear the deacon’s special vestment (the dalmatic), under his priestly over-
vestment (the chasuble). Priests, who also have a sacerdotal “character” imposed at 
ordination, are also always deacons; every priest is ordained deacon on his way to 
priesthood; usually a year before priestly ordination and as such, a deacon is called a 
“transitional deacon” to distinguish him from someone who agrees to serve the rest of 
their lives as a “permanent” deacon. However, it is important to realise there is only one 
grade of the Sacrament of the Diaconate; a deacon is a deacon is a deacon so to speak.


Throughout the early Church to the present day, the role of the deacon is first and 
foremost to serve the local bishop. In the diocese of Rome from the earliest of days, the 
number of deacons was limited to seven (the number of fulfilment or completion) and this 
norm was then adopted after the Synod of Neocæsarea (315A.D.) as a standard across 
every diocese in the Roman Empire. In the mid 3rd century (c.251A.D.), we have a 
reference to the seven deacons of Rome in Pope Cornelius’ letter to Bishop Fabius of 
Antioch. Only seven years later, the martyrdom of Pope St Sixtus II under the Emperor 
Valerian, demonstrates how close the deacons were to their bishop;


“You should know, however, that Sixtus was martyred in the 
cemetery [of St Callixtus on the Appian way] on the sixth of 
August, and four deacons with him. Moreover, the prefects in the 
City are daily pushing forward this persecution, and anyone who 
is presented to them is martyred and all his property confiscated 
by the state” - St Cyprian of Carthage; letter to Successus 
(258A.D.)


The famous deacon, St Lawrence (or Laurence), was 
martyred some days later. A 
little more than a century after 
his martyrdom, St Augustine 
speaks of his ministry in his 
sermon preached on St 
Laurence’s Feast day; 


“For in that Church, you see, as you 
have regularly been told, he 
performed the office of deacon; it 
was there that he administered the 
sacred chalice of Christ’s blood; 
there that he shed his own blood 
for the name of Christ. The blessed 
apostle John clearly explained the 
mystery of the Lord’s supper when 
he said Just as Christ laid down his 
life for us, so we too ought to lay 
down our lives for the brethren. St 
Laurence understood this, my… 
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…brethren, and he did it; and he undoubtedly prepared things 
similar to what he received at that table. He loved Christ in his 
life, he imitated him in his death” 

Pope St Sixtus II was 
buried in the catacombs 
of St Callixtus. His 
successor a century later, 
Pope St Damasus, 

placed an inscription on 
his grave in the crypt of 
the Popes (which can be 
visited to this day). St 
Lawrence is buried under 
the 4th century basilica 
which was later built upon 
his tomb, at San Lorenzo 
fuori le mura near 
Policlinico, Rome.  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Bishop: High priest of the local Church acting “In Persona Christi capitis” (in the person of Christ the 
head) in a particularly special way- can impart blessings & preside over all of the Seven Sacraments: 

He can Baptise, Confirm, offer the Sacrifice of the Mass, Absolve sin, Ordain other Bishops (always only 
with the Pope’s instruction and with at least two other bishops present to ensure the witness and consent 

of the wider Church) and priests & deacons, witness Matrimony & Anointing. He is given a special 
charism (gift of the Holy Spirit) to lead, sanctify and teach the people of God

Priest: Assistant to the bishop, but still acting in the person of Christ the head- can impart blessings and 
preside over all of the Seven Sacraments except Holy Orders and can only Confirm with the bishop’s 
permission. Also, because he acts in the name of the Church in the Sacrament of Reconciliation (Mt 

18:18, Jn 20:22-23), he has to have special jurisdiction, or faculty, to absolve sins1.. He assists the bishop 
in leading, sanctifying and teaching the people of God.

1. Code of Canon law Can. 966 §1. The valid absolution of sins requires that the minister have, in addition to the power of orders, the 
faculty of exercising it for the faithful to whom he imparts absolution.

2. Code of Canon law Can. 1169 §1. Those marked with the episcopal character and presbyters permitted by law or legitimate grant 
can perform consecrations and dedications validly.

§2. Any presbyter can impart blessings except those reserved to the Roman Pontiff or bishops.

§3. A deacon can impart only those blessings expressly permitted by law.


Deacon: Assistant to the bishop, acting in the “person of Christ” but not in the same way as the priest- A 
more complete overview can be found in Pope Paul VI’s 1967 document Sacrum diaconatus ordinem 

which can be found on the Vatican website. A deacon can preside over Benediction, Baptisms & 
Weddings; he is the minister of the Chalice and of charity and it is his role to proclaim the Gospel. He can 

preach and bless in a more limited (mainly only liturgical) context than a priest or bishop2.. A Deacon 
cannot preside over the Eucharist because the offering of Sacrifice is a role exclusively reserved to a priest 
(Hebrews 8:3). For this reason, deacons always kneels at the Consecration with the rest of the assembled 
people of God and never says the words of the Eucharistic Prayer. A permanent deacon may be married 

and have a family but he cannot be ordained as such without the consent of his wife.

A quick overview of the Sacrament 
of Holy Order



Discovery of our diocesan martyrs’ relics in Holywell

On April 8, 2021, the Catholic News Agency 
reported a story from Holywell, North Wales, 
that Jan Graffius, the curator of the Jesuit 
collection at Stonyhurst College, had at last, 
after several centuries of them being hidden 
and unidentified, confirmed that a series of 
bones, including skulls and longbones, 
belonged to Sts John Lloyd and Philip 
Evans. These two priests were famously 
Martyred together in Cardiff in 1679 by being 
hung drawn and quartered merely for the 
crime of being Catholic priests during the 

fabricated Titus Oates “Popish plot”. St John Lloyd 
studied at the English College in Valladolid, where 
one of his two portraits there now hangs proudly in 
the martyrs’ corridor.
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The martyrdom itself took place at a 
crossroads colloquially called "death 
junction"; the intersection of Albany, 
city, Richmond and Crwys Roads, 
where the NatWest bank currently is 
located. Both saints were canonised in 
1970 by Pope Paul VI.



In Memoriam

Sadly, since the publication of our last vocations magazine, we have lost a number of our 
diocesan priests. We take a moment to reflect back on their lives (obituaries taken from the 
Archdiocesan archive). It is a central part of a priest’s vocation to offer the Sacrifice of the Mass 
on behalf of the living and the deceased; this is why Mass intentions are so critically important for 
the life of the church, both the Church here on earth and the Church preparing to enter paradise in 
purgatory. When it becomes their turn to reach the end of their pilgrimage on this earth, we, in 
turn, offer to them what they have spent their lives offering for us and our loved ones.




Fr Michael Ronan, Retired, d. 2nd November 2020 

Fr Michael Ronan was born on 29 August 1951 in Maesteg. In 
1977 he offered himself to the Archdiocese of Cardiff for the 
priesthood and began his studies at St. Peter’s College, Wexford 
in the autumn of that year. He was ordained priest in his home 
parish church by Archbishop Ward on 8 December 1985. There 
followed a series of parochial apointments: St. Mary,Merthyr Tydfil 
(1986-1990) St. Mary’s Dinas Powys (1990-1997) and finally St. 
Gabriel’s, Ringland (1997-2002). During this time he also cared for 
the two churches in Caerleon: St. Julius,Aaron and David together 
with St. Julius the  Martyr. He served as Dean of Newport in 2011. 
Having suffered ill health for a number of years, he retired in 2018 
to a house in his beloved Maesteg.


Fr Ambrose Walsh, Retired, d. 12th November 2020 

Fr Ambrose was born in Cardiff on 24 January 
1938 in Cardiff. Educated at St. Illtyd’s College, 
Cardiff, he then trained in what is now the Royal 
Welsh college of Music and Drama. Fr Ambrose 
then applied to the Archdiocese of Cardiff and 
studied for the priesthood  at the English 
college, Valladolid, Spain. He was ordained 
priest at St. Mary’s Canton on 28 May 1966. 
Following ordination he undertook a number of 
parochial appointments; parish priest of Our 
Lady, Queen of the Universe, Llanishen, in 1974 
and was the driving force behind the building of 
the newly re-named church and parish  of 
Christ the King which opened in 1978. There 
followed a number of appointments including 

Holy Cross, Swansea, St. Benedict, Sketty and St. David, Cwmbran. His final appointment was as 
 parish priest of St. Dyfrig’s Treforest in 1987 until he retired through ill health in the year 2000.


Canon Patrick Daly, Retired; d. 27th February 2021 

Canon Patrick “Paddy” Daly served as priest in the Archdiocese of Cardiff for 66 years, the last of 
these in Miskin, where he was instrumental in building the current church of All Hallows there. He 
eventually retired and moved to Wexford, Ireland, in 2015, where he died peacefully.
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Fr Ray O’Shea, Retired,  d. 8th February 2021 

Fr Ray was born in Ely in 1937 prior to moving to Ireland in 1948, He 
was ordained in 1962 after studying at Carlow College, and served as 
assistant priest in Port Talbot, Hereford, Penarth and St Brigid’s, then 
as parish priest in Abertillery, St Cuthbert’s, Dinas Powys, Bridgend, 
Aberdare and Christ the King. After suffering heart problems he asked 
to be taken into residence at the Cathedral, where he remained for ten 
years, being involved in various ministries and cruise ship chaplaincy, 
until he fully retired in 2012. He was chaplain to the Order of St John of 
Jerusalem and the Order of St Lazarus of Jerusalem. He was also a 
Knight Commander of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of 
Jerusalem. - adapted with gratitude to St Brigid’s & St Mary of the 
Angels parish obituaries.


Canon William Isaac, Serving parish priest of Whitchurch, Cardiff, d. March 2021 

Canon William J. Isaac was born in March 1949 and brought up in Cardiff. He studied Theology 
and biblical studies at St. David’s College, Lampeter prior to offering himself for ministry as a 
Catholic priest, studying at the Pontifical Beda College in Rome. After ordination, he served in the 
parish of Sacred Heart, Morriston. 
He was appointed Chaplain at 
Cardinal Newman Catholic 
Comprehensive School, Pontypridd 
and assisted at Our Lady of 
Lourdes, Mountain Ash, 
subsequently being appointed 
Parish Priest of St. Thomas’s, 
Abercynon before going on to serve 
as such at St. Mary’s, Bridgend, 
where he oversaw the design, 
building and opening of a new 
church, presbytery and parish 
complex. Canon Isaac was 
appointed as Parish Priest of St. 
Teilo’s with Our Lady of Lourdes in 
February 2014, returning ‘home’ to 
the area of Cardiff he grew up in. - 
adapted with gratitude to St Teilo & 
Our Lady of Lourdes parish obituary.


Did you know: When a priest is received into the church before his funeral Mass, as with 
everyone, the procession to the altar is symbolic of our journey through life which ends with 
death; the separation of our soul from our earthly body. In normal cases, the deceased is turned 

to face East (one of the most ancient Christian 
traditions of turning toward Christ and our 
homeland- St Thomas Aquinas ST II-II a.83 a.3). The 
Christian symbols; the Crucifix and Gospel book are 
then placed on the coffin


For a priest’s funeral, the coffin is turned to face the 
people; this has nothing to do with the direction the 
priest faces (East or West) to celebrate Mass, since 
tradition and the rubrics of the Church don’t make 
any absolute demands in this respect but the priest 
does face the people when he greets, blesses and 
preaches. A chalice & stole is placed on the coffin 
alongside the Christian symbols. 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Cardiff     Vocations

Please keep our seminarians in your prayers


