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“The Gospels do not explain the Resurrection: The Resurrection explains the Gospels. 

Belief in the Resurrection is not an appendage to the Christian faith – it IS the Christian 

faith.” Easter is the greatest feast of the Church. Easter is the definition of our faith. 

Easter is Resurrection. We are Christians not because we believe in sin – but because 

we believe in forgiveness. We are Christians not because we believe in the law – but 

because we believe in freedom. We are Christians not because we believe in suffering 

and death – but because we believe in life, love and joy. “He saw and he believed.”    

(St John’s Gospel 20:V8) words of St John about himself as he attests to the empty 

tomb. 

Two women stood in front of Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris. One asked, “Why can’t 

we build structures like this anymore?” her friend answered: “The people who built 

this had faith. Today we have opinions.”  An interesting comment, don’t you think? 

I do not know whether you have ever been at a live performance of a really large 

orchestra. If you have, there is always a percussionist with a pair of cymbals. As the 

music reaches a crescendo, they clash the cymbals. Well, bells (the cymbals) are 

ringing today because this is the climax of the Christian year.  

 

 



 

This is such a climatic feast that its reverberations will be felt in the Church from now 

until Pentecost and beyond. The Church celebrates Easter, not just for today but also 

for fifty days. Why all the noise? What does the Resurrection mean? 

First, it means that this person, Jesus of Nazareth, who was nailed into the wood of 

the cross, hammered into the ground, buried under stone, put death completely in 

reverse and rose to new life. Death is so prevalent in our experience, so final and 

irreversible, that it really takes beating. He, the Risen Lord, beat it! 

Secondly, it means that the Resurrection is not just an historical fight it is a continuing 

experience. We do not say, “Christ rose”; we say “Christ is Risen.” He is risen NOW! 

Jesus said: “Where two or three are gathered in my name, I will be there with them.” 

He is present in His Spirit – in His Word (when we hear the Sacred Scriptures 

proclaimed) – He is present in the Eucharist, when we stand on Calvary at every Mass 

and see His sacrifice re-presented in an unbloody manner on the Alter – He is present 

in a unique way when we receive Him in Holy Communion – He is present in the other  

Sacraments, and He is present in other people: “in so far as you did it to the least of 

my brothers and sisters, you did it to Me!” He is here now as our inspiration, our 

Saviour and our Lord. 

Thirdly, it means that the Resurrection is ours. It is not just a personal achievement on 

Our Lord’s part. It is a public company in which we all have shares. And according to 

the Lord Himself, the cost of a share, the price of a share, is Faith. Remember the two 

women standing in front of Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris? And faith is not 

uninformed acceptance of everything we hear, but a basic, if sometimes faltering faith 

in Him, who said: “I am the Resurrection and the Life. Anyone who believes in Me, 

even though that person dies, will live.” (John 11:25) 

Fourthly, it means that life does not come to a dead-end. It is not a cul-de-sac. We 

have all met situations in life, indeed in our own community, where people died young, 

in an accident perhaps or from an unforgiving disease. Life can be so uneven, and 

death so indiscriminate, that we need something to balance the scales.  

 



 

That something is the Resurrection. We need to round things off. It is the one thing 

that rounds off our jagged existence. And God “will wipe away all tears from their eyes; 

there will be no more death, and no more mourning or sadness or pain. The world of 

the past has gone” (Book of Revelation 21:4) 

And fifthly, Resurrection means that we should be improving things now. Resurrection 

cannot be confined to the sacristy or the Church building.  It has to be for society – the 

world in which we live. Every Easter is an invitation to build a better community, a 

more just society, a risen world. At Easter people can never be complacent in the face 

of poverty, injustice and starvation. Are we up for this? This is the challenge of every 

Easter! 

Brooke Foss Westcott (1828-1901) a former Bishop of Durham once wrote: “Taking all 

the evidence together, there is no single historic incident that is better supported than 

the Resurrection of Christ.” 

That said, it is not easy to believe in the Resurrection of Christ from the dead, but we 

have every reason for doing so. As for myself, I received the faith originally from my 

parents and the people amongst whom I grew up. I accepted it as a child because they 

gave it to me and I trusted them. But I have additional reasons now for holding on to 

it! Faith is not something we swallow like unpalatable medicine – with our eyes shut - 

because our doctor or other people think it is good for us. No, faith and reason go hand 

in hand. I believe in the Resurrection now because all the evidence pushes me in that 

direction. I am happy to believe it, happy to celebrate it now with you, happy to give 

thanks for it now with you. I hope you are happy about it too. 

The women at the tomb deserve special mention they were not about to desert Jesus, 

no matter what the cost. Friday found the women on Calvary. Christ’s male followers 

were nowhere to be seen. The Roman soldiers did not intimidate the women. That 

evening, though tired and distraught from the experience, they busied themselves 

preparing spices to anoint the body of their deceased Leader. On the Sabbath, as Luke 

tells us, the women “rested, as the law commanded.” They were, after all, devout 

Jews. It would be sometime before some wordsmith would coin the term “Christian” 

to describe the new movement.  



 

Early Sunday morning was their target date for anointing the body of Christ. Mary 

Magdalene was the first to reach the tomb. She did an abrupt about-turn to get the 

message to Peter.  Peter was perhaps convinced that Mary Magdalene was wrong, but 

he made his way to the tomb – with John – John reached the tomb first but despite his 

youthful curiosity, waited for Peter to arrive. After all, despite his Friday afternoon 

abandonment, Peter was still the boss. So it was a woman, Magdalene, who was first 

witness to the Resurrection – then the other women: so, important as Peter and other 

early church leaders soon became, the message was not given first to them.# 

BUT the message is for everyone – without regard to income, gender or professional 

status – and we are all commissioned to spread that message – the good news of the 

Resurrection to people everywhere today. 

Mahatma Gandhi once wrote: “The rose transmits its scent without a movement. I 

have a definite feeling that if you want to experience the aroma of Christianity you 

must copy the rose. It irresistibly draws people to itself and the scent remains with 

them. A rose does not preach, it simply spreads its fragrance.” 

CHRIST IS RISEN – HE IS RISEN INDEED, ALLELUIA! 

“The Cross is not a sign of shame and scandal. Rather, it is, in one preacher’s incisive 

words, ‘a gigantic plus sign built into the very essence of time’.” 

I heard of a TV reporter interviewing a group of very excited youngsters in a shopping 

centre just before Easter. He chose one eight-year-old and asked patronisingly, “What 

does the Easter bunny mean to you?”  The boy without a moment’s hesitation replied: 

“Jesus died for our sins and then rose from the dead” The stuttering reporter quickly 

asked, “But what does that have to do with the Easter bunny?” The boy said simply: 

“nothing”. 

The interview had not been live but had been taped earlier in the day. One wonders 

why the TV channel chose to show this particular segment proudly on the evening 

news. One would think that the reporter would like to hide a knockout punch from a 

mere child. The only plausible explanation is that the TV people in their wisdom 

wanted to reveal to their enlightened listeners how Christians, even the youngest 

among us, know the real meaning of Easter… a case of “out of the mouths of babes…” 


