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Introduc on  

Parishes are invited to submit a Report based on discussions. These discussions must be 
encounters that are open to the Spirit and should start and end in prayer.   

The maximum size for the Report is 10 pages. You may be able to record your views in 
much less space.  

Please use the structure suggested within this Template so that the Diocesan Synod Team 
[ DST] are best-able to synthesise Reports from across the Archdiocese. 

This Report will contribute to the Diocesan Report that + George Stack will submit on 
behalf of the diocese to the Catholic Bishops of England and Wales. 

Introduc on: In this part of the Report, you might wish to record some of the special 
characteris cs of your parish – urban or rural, special features [ hospital/ school /prison 
/care homes in your parish boundaries]. Some reflec on on the demographics of your 
parish. You might want to include details of any especial ministry /service/project. 

Methodology: In this sec on give a brief overview of the different ways in which you 
have engaged with parish members and those beyond the worshipping community. It 
might be useful to present this as a Timeline with a short comment for each period of 

me  between the Training of Parish Representa ves to the finalising of the Parish Report. 
Some reflec on on the numbers of people a ending / contribu ng to discussion would 
be helpful. Comments on special circumstances [ e.g., telephone conversa ons with the 
housebound/ mee ngs with dis nct groups / outreach ac vity] would be valuable. 

Report: This will be the key part of your document. You will be presen ng a summary of 
the issues raised and the points made in your discussions/ interviews / submissions. We 
will be repor ng under the three headings of Communion, Par cipa on and Mission and 
suggest you might do likewise. Some issues may be recorded under more than one 
heading. There may be material to record that does not fit into these categories and 
space is provided for that. You may choose to summarise these in bullet points, so as to 
capture the essence of your discussion. It is important that your summary reflects not 
only the responses of the majority but also minority views. Every voice must be heard. 
All comments should be recorded so that parishioners can see that their views have been 
considered. 

Example: “Most respondents were of the opinion that XYZ. A minority, however, felt that 
ABC was more important “ 

Sign Off: The Report needs to be signed by the Parish Priest and the lead Parish 
Representa ve. Any Report submi ed should have been made available to the 
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community parish as a dra  and should be formally considered by the Parish Advisory 
Council, if such a group exists in your parish, prior to submission. 

 Introduc on – Special Characteris cs of the Parish 

 

x St Alban’s is home to the Fathers and Brothers of the Oratory of Saint Philip Neri in Forma on, 
Following the way of the Sixteenth Century priest, St. Philip Neri, they are dedicated to Prayer, 
Word of God, and the Sacraments — especially the worthy celebra on of the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass and the Sacrament of Confession. 

x The parish is situated in suburban Cardiff and serves the spiritual needs of its local primary school 
of the same name, St Alban's Catholic Primary School. 

x The Oratory of St Alban serves three primary cons tuents 
o the local community from Splo  and Tremorfa 
o a large Traveller community 
o a large number of parishioners, some of whom travel a considerable distance, who a end 

the parish specifically for the celebra on of the Extraordinary Form Mass. 
x St Alban’s is the only parish in the diocese in which Catholics are able to par cipate in the 

celebra on of the Extraordinary Form Mass on a daily basis 
x Daily confessions are available at the parish 
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Methodology  
The period up to Christmas  Ac on  

x Ini al training with 
the diocesan team 

x Mee ng with parish 
priest 

 

Comment  

The parish representa ves a ended a 
series of training sessions about the 
synod, and how they should ensure 
that all voices, especially those at the 
peripheries are heard. Reps met with 
parish priest to discuss how best to 
reach out to all in the parish 

January 2022 Ac on 

x Reps liaised with 
other parish reps 
x Designed synod 
ques onnaire  

 

Comment  

Shared ideas with other parish reps, 
designed a ques onnaire to reach as 
many parishioners are possible 

 

 

Feb 2022 Ac on 

x Engaged with 
women’s group and 
men’s group 
x Engaged with 
individual parishioners 
in a series of mee ngs 

 

Comment  

The parish rep approached the 
women’s and men’s groups and 
discussed the synodal process. Groups 
age and background varied. Spoke with 
many individual parishioners 
represen ng different groups and 
diverse concerns within the parish. 
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March 2022 Ac on 

x Collated and 
analysed results of 
synod ques onnaire 

  

  

  

 

Comment  

Anonymised encouraged all voices to 
be heard, even the cri cal voices. High 
response turn out from parishioners 

A total of 74 parishioners responded to 
the parish synodal ques onnaire. 
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Communion: How does our Church func on in our local area?  

 

 

x All groups and individuals who engaged in the synodal process, either through mee ngs or 
through the synodal ques onnaire, were explicit that the liturgy on display at Holy Mass at St 
Albans, both the EF and OF, was the most successful way of bringing the community 
together. The Holy Mass was also universally iden fied as an area in which it was possible to 
discern the presence and movement of the Holy Spirit. 

x Two-thirds of respondents to the synodal ques onnaire, which was divided almost equally 
among the sexes, said that they valued parish socials, and half of respondents iden fied parish 
groups (such as the men’s group, the women’s group, the church-cleaning group, the Rosary 
group and the Li le Oratory) as important ways in which people are brought together.  

x Over a third of respondents specifically iden fied the parish charitable ac vi es as an 
important endeavour in our local area. 

x A number of parishioners also drew a en on to the bi-weekly Scripture studies offered by 
the parish, as well as choir, spiritual retreats and parish trips. 

x A number of parishioners, both in wri ng and in mee ngs, discussed the importance and 
beauty of the tradi onal liturgy as an essen al way of bringing people together and an 
important way that the parish serves the community. 

x 40% of respondents explicitly men oned the parish school as evidence of the work of the 
Holy Spirit in the local community. 

x Adora on was specifically men oned as an area in which the Holy Spirit was especially ac ve 
by two-thirds of respondents. Half also men oned benedic on and the distribu on of the 
Holy Eucharist to housebound parishioners. 

x The reverence displayed by clergy and servers was men oned as a testament to the Real 
Presence of Christ in the Eucharist and as a way of communica ng its importance to the 
Faithful. 
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Par cipa on: How do we work with others in suppor ng our local area? 

 

 

 

x  When asked about how the pandemic had affected their par cipa on in parish life, 59% 
of respondents had had a posi ve experience. A number specifically men oned the 
livestreaming of Holy Mass as well as a dedicated phone line offered by the Oratory for 
the housebound without internet access. This was men oned as a source of consola on 
though respondents were also clear that it was not a subs tute for physically a ending 
Holy Mass 

o 15% of parishioners had had a nega ve experience of par cipa on in parish life 
over the course of the pandemic, but of those who clarified, this was primarily 
directed towards State restric ons on Church opening and Mass. 

x In terms of hearing those voices on the peripheries, three-quarters of respondents cited 
the openness of clergy to conversa ons and answering ques ons. 

x 59% of respondents referenced the importance of parish groups (men’s group, women’s 
group etc) in bringing people together and ensuring different voices are heard.  

x The Oratory Father’s weekly pastoral visits to the Traveller camps and the work of the St 
Vincent de Paul Society were also men oned. 

x 55% of respondents suggested that an increased focus on catechesis and educa on for 
the laity would be effec ve in including others. Others suggested that a wider range of 
devo onal groups might help the parish to be even more inclusive. 

x Just under a quarter of respondents men oned the parish newspaper launched during 
the pandemic and welcomed more regular distribu on. 

x In addi on to Holy Mass, over 70% of respondents men oned individual or family prayer 
and personal devo ons as part of their par cipa on in the life of the Church. 

x Most parishioners were unsure what to suggest in order to be er enable par cipa on 
and co-responsibility in the life of the Church. Of those who did provide input 

o a number pointed out the need for catechesis so that parishioners might know 
the Faith they are responsible for. 

o two men oned that par cular a en on should be paid to the celebra on of Holy 
Mass according to the liturgical books promulgated by Pope St John XXIII. 

o one men oned the importance of well publicizing the social life of the parish; 
o one emphasized the importance of visible outward signs of the Faith, 
o one suggested that, as parish priests inevitably know their own people be er 

than it is possible for the bishops to, more decision-making power should be 
concentrated at the parochial level; 

o one, channeling the spirit of St Philip, emphasized the importance of holy joy and 
zeal; 

o one highlighted that some have physical difficulty in ge ng to church, and that 
help for these people would be very useful; 

o one suggested more groups intended specifically for young people; and 
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Mission: How do we take the Gospel message out from our parish community? 

 

x  Half of respondents said they had ac vely encouraged friends and family members to 
return to the Church through conversa ons, examples of a good Catholic life and gentle 
encouragement to a end specific events (e.g. Easter Vigil, Christmas lessons). Of the 
respondents who had not encouraged others to return to the Church, many said they did 
not know anyone who had le  but s ll prayed for the return of people in general. 

x A number of parishioners spoke of the importance of public parish devo ons, including 
regular celebra ons of the sacraments, as well as the need to offer a good personal 
example. 

x A few parishioners made reference to the need to proclaim ‘tradi onal values’ including 
teaching Church history, teaching the tradi on of the Church, the teaching of the Saints, 
and of proclaiming belief in the Real Presence. 

x Parishioners also men oned the importance of the parish school, the need for pilgrimages 
(which the parish provides), the importance of good preaching, and the importance of a 
good prayer life in spreading the Gospel. 

x Beau ful and reverent liturgy was specifically men oned by over half of all respondents as 
an outward sign of inward belief and considered important in the forma on of missionary 
disciples. 

x Over half of all those who engaged in the synodal process also referred to the central 
importance of robust liturgy. 

x A number of parishioners said that the Church should not try to update herself to please 
the modern world, and those who have rejected Church teaching ought to be helped but 
never pandered to. In a similar theme a number of parishioners men oned the need to 
reject modernism 

x one respondent to the synod referred to the need for the Church to “keep her integrity” 
and “focus on Our Lord,” themes echoed by another, while a third similarly said that the 
Church make “make it obvious to the world that she believes what she preaches, and that 
she is far more than just another poli cal pressure group”; 

x the need to offer help for those considering abor on was men oned as was the need to 
inform the faithful about NFP 
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Any other ma ers that do not fit under the three thema c headings of 
Communion, Par cipa on & Mission  

 

 

 
x  A number of parishioners men oned topics of par cular concern including 

o The necessity to not abandon divinely revealed doctrine to a ract converts. 
o The real existence of the devil 
o The need to retain the male priesthood and diaconate 
o The importance of visibly and swi ly dealing with paedophilic priests 
o The importance of tradi onal monas c, cloistered and contempla ve voca ons 

x one lamented the Holy Father’s promulga on of the motu proprio Tradi onis Custodes and 
expressed a personal preference for the previous motu proprio Summorum Pon ficum 

x one suggested that many parishioners are “confused” as to why they believe in God, and 
that it would be helpful to “introduce the reasoning behind [it]”; 

x one suggested that the Holy Father Pope Francis and His Grace the Archbishop ought to 
speak more of the “beauty of knowing Jesus” and less of the environment 

x "The Traveller community at St Alban’s were especially pleased with the pastoral care 
offered by the Oratory including, in par cular, the weekly visits of one of the Oratory 
Fathers to the Traveller camps. During such visits their spiritual needs including the 
sacrament of confession as well as visits to the sick were well received and of paramount 
concern. The Traveller community were also pleased that St Alban’s offers both the 
Ordinary and Extraordinary Forms of the Mass and both are a ended by different members 
of the community.” 
o Sadly, the Travellers reported repeated accounts of their experiences of racism, 

spitefulness and exclusion from programmes and events at the hands of some parish 
priests and religious sisters in the Cardiff which made for shameful listening. They 
hope that their own voices can be heard and their spiritual hunger fed. 




