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Whether you are a politician or a priest, or whatever walk of 
life is yours, every one of us at some time or another has to 
face a seemingly insoluble problem or dilemma. Often, 
quotations from the past come to mind and help us in the 
decision we have to make.  “I wish I had the wisdom of 
Solomon” is one such quotation. It arises from the judgment 
King Solomon made between two arguing mothers, each 
claiming a baby to be their own. “Cut the baby in half so that 
can each be satisfied.” said Solomon.  The real mother was 
revealed, of course, when she handed the child over to the 
other rather than see it die. 

 

Solomon prayed for wisdom when he succeeded his father 
David as King of Israel. God offers him anything he wants – 
riches, power, prestige. Solomon replied “I am but a child. 
Give your servant an understanding mind to rule your 
people, that I may discern between good and evil. For who is 
able to govern this great people of yours?”. Boris Johnson 
might well be saying the same prayer today! 

 

In the Old Testament reading today, we find Solomon at 
prayer again. The year is 957 BC. The People of Israel have 
settled down. Solomon has built the First Temple in 
Jerusalem on what is called the Temple Mount. It features 
regularly on our TV news for all the wrong reasons. And 
today we heard him blessing the people. “May God turn our 
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hearts towards Him so that we may follow all his ways and 
keep his commandments as at this present day”. (1Kings 
8:41) 

 

Those words are a good guide to us who are the new People 
of the Covenant and give a description of the life and ministry 
of the priest. “Turn our hearts towards God and keep his 
commandments as at this present day” Solomon’s wisdom 
was the first of many gifts he gave to his people. His second 
gift was the building of the Temple, that place of encounter 
between God and his people, a place where worship and 
prayer could sanctify their lives. Cardinal Basil Hume often 
used to say that churches are not just buildings in which we 
worship God but buildings with which we worship God. That 
is why we invest so much care and devotion and money to 
keeping these places beautiful and dignified and safe - and 
open from early morning to sunset every day. 

 

The privilege of the priest is to call people to worship not just 
in words but in action too. His ministry in this diverse world 
of ours is to be a living sign of the presence and the care and 
the love of God to the people he is called to serve. The climax 
of that ministry is when the people gather around the altar to 
worship God not in their own individualistic ways but as 
baptised members of the Body of Christ. In a few minutes 
time the choir will sing the great prayer of the 16th century 
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mystic and Saint Teresa of Avila “Christ has no hands on earth 
but yours. Yours are the eyes with which he sees. Yours are 
the lips with which he speaks”. 

 

Memory is an important word in our religion. How easily 
memory fades and even dies. During the Mass, the priest re-
members, puts back together again the broken fragments of 
the crucified Christ who breathed life into the bread and 
wine at the Last supper and said, “Do this in Memory of Me”. 
We receive Jesus in Holy Communion, yes. But we are 
received by Him into communion with God and become the 
living memory, telling the story of what God has done, and is 
doing, for us. People often remark on the atmosphere of a 
church, joyful and vibrant when it is full like today. Calm and 
reassuring when it is empty. The walls of a church contain the 
prayers of all who have gone before us. No wonder the 
words of St. Paul are so significant today: 

“I thank my God whenever I think of you; and every time I 
pray for all of you, I pray with joy remembering how you have 
helped me to spread the Good News”. (Phil:1:3)  What a 
privilege it is for the priest to pray with and for his people. 

 

A Golden Jubilee of Ordination is a good time to look at the 
past and at the same time look forward. The threefold 
question of the risen Jesus to Peter has a profound 
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significance when you remember that Peter had denied Jesus 
three times during the Passion. Every day our words and 
actions and attitudes invite the human response to those 
whom we love or should love. “Do you love me?”. Actions 
speak louder than words. The concluding words of that 
gospel were read at the funeral of Pope John Paul II: 

 

“When you were young you put on your own belt and walked 
where you liked. But when you grow old you will stretch out 
your hands and somebody else will put a belt round you and 
take you where you would rather not go”. I am pleased and 
grateful that in this next phase of my life I am going where I 
do want to go whilst remaining in this part of Wales which is 
very close to my heart. I am grateful to all of you whether 
family, friends, parishioners known and unknown, who have 
made it possible for me to serve you as a priest over fifty rich 
and fulfilling years. I finish with the words of one of my 
favourite Saint Augustine of Hippo, who lived quite near my 
previous diocese called Gemellae in Numidia: 

 

“Trust the past to the mercy of God. The present to God’s 
love. The future to God’s providence”.  Amen. 

 


