
 1 | Page 

 

 

 

Homily for the Ordination to the Priesthood of 

Reverend Elliot Hanson 

Cardiff Cathedral 

16 July 2022 

 

 

Archbishop Mark O’Toole 



 2 | Page 

 

In the providence of God this Ordination takes place on the 
Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel.  It recalls that time in our 
Christian history when a group of monks gathered on Mount 
Carmel in the Holy Land on the site where Elijah the prophet 
had ministered.  They built an oratory in honour of Our Lady 
and lived a life of prayer and service.   A life of service and of 
prayer under the patronage of the Mother of God.  It is a 
good description of the life of the priest.  This is the life, 
Elliot, which you embrace today.   

 

As a young man in a Catholic School and at university you 
were captivated by the love of God.  Like Jeremiah in that 
first reading, you came to recognise God’s call in your life.  In 
a most intimate way over these years you have heard the 
Lord whisper into your heart, “Before I formed you in the 
womb, I knew you.  Before you came to birth I consecrated 
you.” 

 

The call of God summons us, leading us onward even if we 
feel inadequate for the task.  God reassures us of His love 
and of His presence. Today is a special day of celebration for 
the Archdiocese as we give thanks to God for the gift of a 
new priest. It is good that we are joined by priests and 
people from across the Diocese and the different parishes to 
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which you have been connected - your home parish of Barry, 
Caerphilly and Pontypool where you did pastoral placements, 
and most recently St Mary of the Angels in Canton here in 
the city where you have been ministering as a deacon.  We 
thank Canon Peter Collins your Parish Priest these past 
months and all those who have walked with you. 

 

I must say, Elliot, that I was captivated by the image on the 
front cover of the booklet.  It may be a pleasant distraction 
for you all as you listen to these words.  It is a painting by 
Pierre Novelli and depicts the story of Our Lady’s appearance 
to Simon Stock and the gift of the Brown Scapular.  This is of 
course, a sign of her protection, her prayer for us, but also 
her closeness to us. 

 

I don’t think Elliott that you are putting yourself before us as 
one of the figures in this painting.  Yet there is something in 
each of them, which I believe can help us understand more 
deeply what it means for a priest to live a life of prayer and of 
service under Our Lady’s protection.  We have Simon Stock 
the visionary.  Elliot, you will need to put before the people a 
vision of the Lord Jesus, of His love made real, incarnate 
through His mother, and manifest too through your life.  
Remember that the Lord mandates you, like Jeremiah, “Do 
not say I am a child, go now to those to whom I send you.” 
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We see also an image of a little-known saint - Saint Angelus 
of Jerusalem - a 12th century Carmelite Martyr depicted here 
with a sword through his heart. Angelus felt drawn to move 
from his life of prayer to evangelise and was slain whilst 
preaching. Elliot, you will need courage in our contemporary 
world, which so often misunderstands our faith, or is 
resistant to the invitation of Christ.  

 

Then there are the two women saints. St Mary Magdalene de 
Pazzi is the great Mystic lover of the Lord’s Passion.  Shortly, 
Elliot, you will be presented with the Chalice and Paten and 
in the prayer that accompanies this you will be invited to 
model your life on the Mystery of the Lord’s Passion.  It will 
be in the celebration of the Eucharist most particularly that 
you do this, as you make your own, in a most marvellous 
way, those words and actions of the Lord Jesus Himself, 
“Take…and eat…This is my Body….Take and drink…This is my 
blood”.  It is an amazing privilege for us priests to become 
the space in which the Lord comes to stand, to speak those 
words, and to give Himself anew to His holy people.  We 
must always remember it is Him and not us that is at the 
centre of this great mystery. 
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And the fourth saint is of course, St Teresa of Jesus herself, 
the great reformer of the Carmelite Order, whose love for 
the Lord also brought a renewal to the priesthood and to the 
Church.  Elliot, like all of us, you are invited to foster a very 
deep love for the Church.  This means not some idealised 
Church but the one we experience here and now where we 
are.  This includes a very real love for the Holy Father as the 
Successor of St Peter, and a love for our local Diocese.  You 
have thrown your lot in with this local Church.  It is here that 
the drama of your own salvation is to be played out.  It is the 
locus of how you are to be an instrument of the Lord’s love. 
To love the people of the Parish to whom you are sent - all of 
them, not just the good or the worthy, but all. We cannot put 
limits on how far the Lord’s healing love is to reach.  

 

This requires a desire to serve, to lay aside my own plans and 
projects, in order to be at the disposal of the Lord’s Will, 
manifest through His Church and her ministers.  So we pray, 
too, for this beloved local Church, that the Lord may continue 
to bless us a Diocese, and to give us the vocations we need 
for the Lord’s Mission.   

 

You know, Elliot, that this life of service and of prayer as a 
priest, will only be possible if you stay close to the Lord.  
Recognise that His mother watches over you, and whispers 
daily into your ear, “Do as He tells you”.  She will comfort you 
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when the jar seems empty.  Through her closeness, she will 
bring you to her Son to help you to discover the fresh sources 
of blessing and of joy. 

 

Know that there is much joy in our Diocese today to see you 
ordained, there is much joy in the heart of God, there is 
much joy in the hearts of all gathered here, and much joy in 
the heart of the one about now to ordain you. 

 

 


