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We gather this evening to pray for the eternal rest of her 

Majesty’s soul. We give thanks to God for her exceptional life 

of dedication and service.  We pray, too, that the Lord 

comfort King Charles and the Royal Family.  We gather in 

solidarity with His Royal Highness, and with millions of others 

who mourn this most remarkable person.   At this Requiem 

Mass, we give expression to our prayer, and our sense of 

gratitude that we have witnessed such a life and such an 

example of service and kindness to others.  

 

We gather on this Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross. We 

know that the Queen had a deep personal commitment to 

Jesus Christ.  She held true to what we hear in the Gospel, 

“God so loved the world that he gave his only Son.”  Queen 

Elisabeth rooted her life in this truth.  In her Christmas 

broadcast of 2014, she said: 

 

“For me, the life of Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, is an 

inspiration and an anchor in my life. A role model of 

reconciliation and forgiveness. He stretched out his hands in 

love, acceptance and healing. Christ’s example has taught me 

to seek to respect and value all people of whatever faith or 

none.” 
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Those broadcasts have been a hallmark for millions of us 

every Christmas Day.  In homes across our countries, and 

indeed across the globe, we would gather around the TV to 

receive what she had to share with us.  They were intimate 

encounters, as she became part of our families and 

communities.  Her messages spoke so often of the things that 

were important to her and which we admired in her - 

generous service of country, the importance and love of 

family, kindness to others, the significance of personal faith 

especially in times of struggle or difficulty. 

 

A few years ago, on the occasion of her ninetieth birthday, 

some of the texts of those broadcasts, were gathered into a 

lovely little book produced by the Bible Society entitled, “The 

Servant Queen and the King whom she serves”.  It’s a striking 

title, too, reflecting indeed that Her Majesty was truly a 

servant of her people her whole adult life, as she had 

promised to be in the broadcast she had made when she was 

twenty-one Princess. 

 

The Queen was indeed a servant of her people. And a servant 

of the Lord Jesus, too. The two were intimately united 

together in her.  Her Majesty’s life looked in two directions - 

to her people, and to God, from whom she received 

inspiration and example.  In that reading from the Letter to 

the Philippians, we heard: 
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“His state was divine, yet Christ Jesus did not cling to his 

equality with God, but emptied himself to assume the 

condition of a slave and became as all are; and being as all 

men are, he was humbler yet, even to accepting death, death 

on a cross.” 

 

We call this the “self-emptying nature” of God.  God does not 

come to us in glory and majesty, which could overwhelm us.  

In His Son Jesus, He has come as one of us, alongside us.  He 

took on the reality of our human condition.  He died a painful 

death on the Cross out of love for us.  And now, in His 

glorified and Risen Body, He sits at the right hand of God the 

Father, waiting to receive us into the fullness of His life.  

 

The Queen believed and lived this truth. It became the ‘sure 

anchor’ as she described it, which enabled her to be open to 

everyone - to people of all faiths and of none.  Her Majesty 

modelled her service on that of Jesus, who “stretched out his 

hands in love, acceptance and healing” as she describes Him.  

She sought to mirror this disposition in her own life.  I 

remember hearing the story of a soldier who had returned 

from the war in Syria, and was suffering from Post-traumatic 

stress disorder.  Her Majesty was always so supportive and 

concerned for the armed forces and this young man was 
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invited to meet with her personally at Buckingham Palace.  

Later he described the situation, that when he sat in front of 

her, he froze. He couldn’t speak. Something of the trauma he 

had experienced in the conflict came back to him.  Rather 

than pestering him with questions, or panicking and seeking 

some outside help, the Queen said very quietly, “I have 

something for you.”  She called one of the household and 

asked them to bring the corgis, and “the tin”. The tin referred 

to the biscuits that the dogs ate.  Quietly she gave some of 

these to the young soldier and together they broke them and 

fed the dogs for the next 10 minutes or so.  The young soldier 

said afterwards that doing this with the Queen as she sat 

compassionately beside him, calmed him, and he was able to 

speak with her. 

 

I think this story, which can be repeated so many times over, 

gives a sense of the Queen’s practicality, and her genuine 

empathy.  She sought to put people at their ease.  She sought 

to reflect something of that self-emptying nature of God, as 

she lived being a Servant Queen for her people. 

 

We pray during this Mass that Her Majesty Queen Elisabeth, 

will be richly rewarded for her dedication.  May she indeed 

hear those words from Christ the King, “Well done, good and 

faithful servant. Enter into the joy of your Master.” 
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“Eternal Rest, grant unto her Oh Lord, and let Perpetual Light 

shine upon her. May she Rest in peace.  Amen.”  

 


