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JOINT STATEMENT
by Archbishop George Stack and Bishop Tom Burns to Clergy and People of both Dioceses

P
ope Francis has appointed Archbishop

George Stack to be Apostolic

Administrator of the Diocese of

Menevia, on acceptance of the resignation

of Bishop Tom Burns in accordance with

Canon 401 §1, on the grounds of age (75

on 03 June 2019).  

Bishop Tom has welcomed the appointment of
Archbishop George, who will assume his
additional responsibilities with effect from 11
July 2019, the Feast of St Benedict, Patron of
Europe. On this date, after 17 years as a
Bishop (of the Armed Forces and then of
Menevia), Bishop Tom will relinquish all
responsibility for the Diocese of Menevia, and
will move into retirement as Bishop Emeritus of
Menevia.

Bishop Tom says:

I feel unworthy to have been chosen by the
Lord to be a Priest and then a Bishop, to
navigate waters that have become increasingly
challenging, yet day by day were filled with so
many graces. I thank the Lord, as well as
clergy and people, for so many blessings, and
ask forgiveness for my failings.  I now welcome

warmly the Holy Father’s appointment of
Archbishop Stack as Apostolic Administrator of
Menevia. His discerning approach will serve
the Diocese well. I have already come to value
his guidance and friendship on so many
issues and occasions. My prayers are with him
and everyone as they move forward together,
whilst I take my happy memories into
retirement, with gratitude to all. Please keep
me in your prayers.
+Tom

Bishop Emeritus of Menevia

Archbishop George says:

In accepting the new responsibilities given to
me by the Holy Father, I feel humbled by his
request and grateful for his confidence in me.
It will be an honour for me to serve the clergy
and people of the Diocese of Menevia as
Apostolic Administrator. I will also strongly
encourage the positive pastoral initiatives and
administrative developments already underway
in the Diocese, to ensure that the parishes of
Menevia remain vibrant, missionary, and in a
state of readiness for the future. Until now I
have been “your next-door neighbour”, but

Masses celebrate pupils
moving from primary to
secondary schools

Pages 4/5

Archbishop George reads the letter from the Holy See giving him his new authority as Bishop Tom
looks on.

shortly I look forward to getting to
know the Diocese of Menevia
better, and to learn and appreciate
its unique history and
characteristics. With assurances of
my prayers for you, please pray for
me.
+George

Archbishop of Cardiff and

Metropolitan

Apostolic Administrator of the

Diocese of Menevia

An Apostolic Administrator, as
distinct from a Diocesan
Administrator, who is elected by

the Diocese’s College of
Consultors (Code of Canon Law:
Canon 502), is appointed by the
Holy See for an interim period of
time for the pastoral care of a
particular Diocese where the
existing Bishop has resigned or
retired.  
The role confers upon the
appointed prelate (e.g. another
Bishop or the Metropolitan
Archbishop) the authority to
govern the Diocese in the name of
the Supreme Pontiff until the See
is filled. (Code of Canon Law:
Canons 134, 371, 427).  
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Your Catholic People…

What a fantastic day - our new Saint!
A canonization is no doubt a

cause of joy for the Universal

Church but it is particularly

important for those of the new

saint’s native land. Cardinal

John Henry Newman will be

declared a saint on October

13th of this year; his name being

added to the illustrious roll of

the saints of the British Isles.

Newman was born in London on
February 21st1801, his life
covering a period of great social,
economic and even religious
change. He was brought up in
Anglicanism and from an early age
developed a great love of prayer
and the Bible. At the age of fifteen
Newman had a religious
experience which he referred to as
his “first conversion.” It centred on
a deep realisation of God’s
presence and him as His creature.

The following year he went up to
Oxford and would be part of
University life for the next 25 years.

Nature of faith

In 1825 John Henry was ordained
to the Anglican ministry and was
well known for his diligent pastoral
work especially with the sick and
the poor. In addition to his parish
duties he soon began to lecture
and tutor students of Oriel College
but after a few years relinquished
this role.

This may not seem an especially
important event but it did enable
Newman to concentrate more on
study particularly the Church
Fathers (the teachers of early
Christianity). This opened up to him
the universal nature of the faith and
the means whereby this same faith
was preserved and transmitted
through history. These
considerations influenced both his
thinking and the nature of his
preaching.

Newman’s style might be
considered unusual to a modern
audience but he was considered

one of the most influential
preachers of his time. He was
able to captivate his listener,
by his understanding of human
nature and great knowledge of
Scripture, to such a degree
that many considered
Newman to be speaking
directly to them in the depths
of their being.

Second conversion

On a trip to Italy in 1833
Newman fell seriously ill. On
his recovery he recognised
that God was calling him to
fulfil a special task in England.
This “second conversion”
experience led him to give
himself ever more to the Lord
and strengthened his desire to
bring about a renewal of the
Church of England.

Together with likeminded
friends a series of pamphlets
was produced between 1833
and 1841 dealing with various
theological questions to
encourage the hoped for
renewal. The last of these
tracts discussed the Catholic
origins of much of Anglican
teaching and was considered
unacceptable by the University
such that Newman left, to
begin a new chapter in his life.

Our soon-to-be-declared
Saint moved to Littlemore, a
few miles from Oxford, and
established a monastic-like
community with five friends. It
was an austere life centred on
prayer, fasting and study.
During these years Newman
became increasingly
convinced that the Catholic
Church held the teachings
nearest to the spirit of early
Christianity.

He was finally received into
the Church in October 1845 by
Blessed Dominic Barberi. He
then went to Rome for a
period of study and was
ordained to the Priesthood. In
discerning how he would live
out his ministry Newman
completed the Oratorian
novitiate becoming a spiritual
son of St. Philip Neri.

On his return to England
Newman went to Maryvale
where, with many of his
Littlemore companions, the
English Congregation of the
Oratory was established. This
same community would move
to Birmingham where John
Henry Newman spent the
remainder of his years.

Created a Cardinal

He was a great man of letters,
a poet, a philosopher, but
above all he was a priest. His
participation in the priesthood
of Christ was lived out in the
particular vocation of the
Oratory. His devotedness to
this calling was such that
when Leo XIII made him a
Cardinal in 1879 he asked
permission to remain in
Birmingham and not move to
Rome which was the usual
custom. Eleven years later
Cardinal Newman died, on
August 11th 1890.

Those who were attracted to
the Cardinal’s legacy paid

most attention to him as a
scholar and it was not until the
1950’s that more and more
people began to write of his
personal holiness. The Cause
for his Canonization began in
1958. In 1991 John Henry
Newman was declared
Venerable by the Church
meaning that he had lived out
the virtues of faith, hope and
charity to a heroic degree
together with the human
virtues of fortitude, justice,
prudence and temperance.

In July 2009 the Holy See
confirmed a miraculous
healing which took place on
15th August 2001 through the
sole intercession of the
Cardinal. Pope Benedict XVI
beatified him on September
19th 2010 at a ceremony in
Birmingham.

The second miracle

For Newman to be declared a
saint a second miracle was
necessary and came about on
May 15th2013 with the

instantaneous healing of a
young mother and her unborn
baby. This miracle was officially
recognised by the Church in
February 2019. Subsequently it
was announced on July 1st
that John Henry Newman
would be declared a saint in
October.

Cardinal Newman was man
of great intellect whose
reception into the Church
caused much distress in
English Society but also
prompted many conversions to
the Catholic Faith both here
and abroad.

His writings are as relevant
now just as they were in his
own time. But most of all it is
his intercession before the
throne of Almighty God that
should give us our greatest joy.
May his prayers encourage
unity within the Church and
strengthen the desire of those
considering reception into
communion with Christ’s
Church.

An Oratorian
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Editorial

‘We have nothing but 
praise for Coles and the 
dignity and compassion 
they showed us and our 
loved ones.’
We take care of everything 
so you can concentrate 
on what really matters.

John, 74, Cyncoed
Father, Grandfather

Cardiff’s award-winning, independent, family-run funeral homes. 
Rumney 029 2079 7516 | Birchgrove 029 2209 3388 
colesfuneraldirectors.co.uk

Farewell
Mass for
Bishop Tom
There was a Farewell and Welcome Mass

of Thanksgiving at the Cathedral Church of

Saint Joseph, Swansea, of 23 July, 2019,

for the retiring Bishop of Menevia, Bishop

Tom Burns.

Bishop Tom studied for the priesthood and
the religious life at the Marist Monastery, in
Paignton, Devon, and was ordained in 1971.
In 1986 he was commissioned as a full-time
Chaplain in the Royal Navy and his service as
a chaplain included the Falklands war. On the
opening of the Trip-Service Champlaincy
Centre at Amport house, near Andover, in April
1996 he became the first Roman Catholic
chaplain to serve there. joining colleagues
from other major churches on the Directing
Staff.

In May 1998 Father Tom was promoted an
appointed Monsignor and Principal Roman
Catholic Chaplain (Naval). He became Bishop
of the Forces on 18 June 2002,.

Bishop Tom was also the Catholic Church’s
Apostolic Visitor for the Prefecture of the
Falkland Islands, which also includes St
Helena, Tristan da Cuhha, Ascension Island
and South Georgia. In addition he was the
Bishop Promoter for the Apotleship of the Sea,
whose Chaplains cover some 25 commercial
seaports around the coast of England and
Wales.

He was installed as Bishop of Menevia in
1st December 2008 and, on attaining the
canonical age of retirement on 75 on 3rd June
2019, he offered his resignation to the Holy
Father which was accepted by Pope Francis
on 11th July 2019.

He will take up his retirement in Newport, in
the Archdiocese of Cardiff...but as Archbishop
George said, he has offered to take a full part
in religious duties.

Archbishop George added, in a tribute to
Bishop Tom, that he valued his colleague’s
advice and counsel and that the Archdiocese
would benefit from his presence and
involvement in the life and work of the
Archdiocese of Cardiff.

A beloved monk and a priest!

Fr Aidan thought St Paul to be a
genius, because the things he
wrote in his Epistles seemed to
apply directly to him. This was
particularly true in his last years of
intense and relentless physical
pain and mental anguish, In his
letter to the Romans, St Paul said
that, “What we suffer in this life
can never be compared to the
glory, as yet unrevealed, which is
waiting for us. 

From the beginning until now
the entire creation, as we know,
has been groaning in one great
act of giving birth, and not only
creation, but all of us who possess
the first-fruits of the Spirit, we too
groan inwardly as we wait for our
bodies to be set free.”

Aidan often said that those
amazing insights of St Paul
described exactly the way he felt
about his own life as a Catholic, a
monk and a priest, but above all
as a human being with so many
crosses to bear. But, as we all
know, it was precisely that endless
suffering and those many crosses
that made him such a
compassionate, devoted and
loving friend and pastor. We pray
today at his Requiem Mass that,
despite his many frailties and
flaws, just as he shared in the
sufferings of Christ, so too he will
now come to share in his glory, for
he believed God to be infinitely
merciful and good.

His home life

Joseph James Doyle, son of
Joseph John and Margaret Mary
(nee Gibson), was born in
Liverpool on 31st October 1955.
He was the eldest of three boys,
whose mother died tragically
when little Joe was just 5 years’
old. 

His mother’s cousin Peggy Riley
and her husband Hugh took the
little boys in and brought them up
as their own children, giving them
a happy home with all the love
and affection they needed to help
make up for the loss of their
mother. Joseph was educated at
St Sylvester’s Primary School and
then at Liverpool Collegiate
Grammar School, though he left at
16, having taken his CSEs. He
worked as a clerk for three years
at Jacobs Biscuit Company. 

Then, in 1975 he tried his
vocation, entering the Franciscans
and making his First Profession a
year later. He was sent to study
Philosophy at the Franciscan
Study Centre in Canterbury, but
did not persevere as a Franciscan
and was dispensed from his vows
on 20th December 1979. He then
went into nursing and worked at
the Royal Star and Garter Home,
Richmond Hill, Surrey, where he
became Chief Care Assistant.

In 1982 he got to know the
Belmont Community and on 25th
September 1983 he entered the
monastery as a Postulant, being
clothed in the habit by Abbot
Jerome on 7th December, taking

the name of Aidan. From now on,
he would be known as Brother or
Father Aidan, though his family still
called him Joe. On the Solemnity
of the Immaculate Conception
1984, he made his First
Profession and, in September
1985, after an unsuccessful
attempt at studies at Oxford, he
was sent to Rome to study
Theology. 

He lived at Sant’Anselmo, but
went out for classes to the Beda
and the Gregorian. Here, as
everywhere else, he made many
friends and was particularly
popular as a spiritual guide and
mentor to a group of Carabinieri,
whom he grew to love. I promised
Aidan that I would make special
mention of them in his panegyric. 

It was also in Rome that he
began to experience not
infrequent bouts of illness,
especially chest infections. He
made his Solemn Profession on
8th September 1989, Our Lady’s
Birthday, at the hands of Abbot
Alan and was ordained by
Archbishop Ward, a Capuchin, at
Belmont on 26th June 1992. His
journey to the Priesthood has not
been an easy one. You all
remember his Silver Jubilee just
two years’ ago.

Looked after the sick and

elderly

These were difficult years at
Belmont, not that any of us can
remember a year that hasn’t been
difficult: the school, which was so
much part of our life, would close
in July 1994. 

Fr Aidan worked as Monastic
Infirmarian, looking after the sick
and elderly with professional care
and deep affection, which the
brethren greatly appreciated. He
was also Monastic Guestmaster,
work that would extend into
Hedley Lodge when it was
created as a monastic guesthouse
on the closure of the school. Fr
Aidan knew how to make guests
truly welcome and it was in this
capacity that I first met him on one
of my visits home to Belmont from
Peru in 1995. 

There was no room for me in
the monastery, so I had the good
luck to be one of his guests at
Hedley. Life was always fun when
Aidan was around: I don’t think I
had ever laughed so much in all
my life. He was, as you all know, a
brilliant mimic and could tell a
story like no one else. He could
entertain you for hours on end. He
would have made a fortune as a
stand up comedian.

In January 1997, he was asked
by Abbot Mark to become
assistant priest at St Begh’s,
Whitehaven, where he fell in love
immediately with the two
churches, the parish, the town and
its unique people. At Whitehaven
he felt truly at home, and with
Liverpool half way between
Cumbria and Herefordshire, it
meant that he could visit Auntie

Peggy and his family on his frequent visits to
Belmont. He was a wonderful pastor, who took
special care of the sick, dying and bereaved.
His prayers were much appreciated and his
words of encouragement were filled with
genuine compassion and love. 

Those who met him or welcomed him into
their homes or in hospital, were always left
feeling healed and touched by God and Our
Lady, to whom he had the greatest devotion.
He was truly a child of Mary. Now Fr Aidan
could have been a professional interior
decorator. There was nothing he liked better
that the challenge of decorating and furnishing
a house and church. 

What his tastes lacked for in sobriety and
delicacy, they certainly made up for in colour,
flamboyance and flair. The same went for his
love of furnishings, curtains and vestments.
Wherever he went, he left an indelible mark.
Then, of course, there were his flower-
arranging skills. People came from all over the
North of England to see his exotic flower
displays at St Begh’s.

A fighter

In January 2001 he was appointed Parish
Priest of St Begh’s, but in 2003, on the feast of
Our Lady of Lourdes, Fr Aidan was
hospitalised with a serious chest infection. 

Eventually, the weight of administration and
recurring chest infections, not helped by his
addiction to tobacco, got the better of him and
he offered me his resignation in 2005. There
was also, of course, his ongoing struggle with
alcoholism: although a faithful member of AA,
there were occasional lapses, but he was a
fighter and not easily overcome, especially
when he set his mind to it.After a year’s
convalescence, in 2006 he was appointed
Parish Priest of Brynmawr and Abertillery in the
Welsh valleys at the invitation of Archbishop
Peter Smith.

He was to remain here for 6 years, some of

Abbot Paul preached the following Homily at the Requiem Mass of

Dom Aidan on 27th June 2019. The Church was full for the

occasion: Dom Aidan had been a much-loved Parish Priest at

Whitehaven, Brynmawr & Abertillery and Leominster & Bromyard.

• Continued on Page 8

Father Aiden with his companion West Highland
terrier Hugo
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Masses 
celebrate
pupils 
moving from
primary to
secondary
schools

What a great day in the life of a pupil to move from primary to secondary

school! This was celebrated throughout the Archdiocesan as these photos

from Belmont Abbey and St David’s Metropolitan Cathedral show.

This is one of the momentous days in any family’s life. I remember my own
transition from Dens Road Public School in my home town of Dundee (in Scotland
a public school means just that! It is free for everyone not fee payers such as Eton).
I found myself entering a bright new word of an academy, Morgan Academy. None
of my family had ever gone to an advanced secondary school before. Indeed both
my parents left school at 14 years old to enter the world of work.
My mother took me to buy the school uniform including a blazer with the Morgan
Academy crest, a Stag’s Head. Unfortunately she also bought me shorts and when
I turned up for the first day I found that most new pupils were in long trousers! Most
embarrassing!
But Morgan Academy taught me the love of sport and I represented the school for
six years in rugby and athletics. It also gave me the educational background to go
on in later life to university for both my Masters and Doctorate degrees.
I wish all the new secondary school pupils in the Archdiocese all the best and pray
that the have a great future, all of them!
Story and pictures by Dr James Campbell, Editor Catholic People

Above: Canon Peter
Collins, Dean of the
Cathedral, show pupils one
of the Cathedral's great
treasures, a beautiful
Monstrance.

Right: Father Bernard
Sixtus distributes prayer
cards to pupils.

Below: Young pupils take
communion from Canon
Peter, Archbishop George
and Father Bernard.
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Looking forward to going to the ‘big school’...Cardiff primary pupils at a special Mass from them in St David’s Cathedral

Above: At Belmont Abbey Archbishop George and Father Bernard bless the pupils at Belmont Abbey
Below: Archbishop George blesses a young primary pupil on his way to secondary school

One of the young readers at Belmont

At all the Masses celebrating the end of primary education it was great to
see young pupils participating in the Mass through readings and prayers
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Formation in the Virtues in Catholic Schools in the Archdiocese
Fr Bernard Sixtus, Director of RE, Archdiocese of Cardiff 
In a previous article on the Catholic Curriculum, we explored how the new

National Curriculum in Wales might be developed within the context of a

Catholic school. 

Key to that is the ‘Catholic Pupil Profile’, which has been adapted for schools in
our Diocese from the original ‘Jesuit Pupil Profile’, which the schools of the British
Jesuit Province developed since 1995. The Jesuit Pupil Profile was launched in
the schools in the autumn term of 2013, and is now also being used in schools
in the Archdioceses of Cardiff, Birmingham and elsewhere.
The aims in creating the Profile were:
•  to propose a simple but challenging statement of the qualities we seek to

develop in pupils in our schools, using key words which unfold Ignatius’ own
stated aim of “improvement in living and learning for the greater glory of God
and the common good.”

•  to produce a profile that describes the whole process of formation in our
schools (from age 3 to age 19.

•  to create an image in the style of a tag-cloud which can be used alongside the
formal statement. Both image and statement are designed to provide a rich
resource to stimulate discussion in class, assemblies, retreats and liturgy, in
meetings of governors, with school leaders, teachers, support staff and
parents; and which can be used to explain to prospective parents the aims of
education in our schools.
The Profile proposes eight pairs of virtues that sum up what a pupil in our

schools is growing to be. Alongside this, a parallel statement of what a Catholic
school does to help its pupils grow in the virtues listed in the Profile is used for
staff formation and training.

The Profile was adapted for use in Wales and launched in our schools
following a Diocesan Conference for headteachers and chairs of school
Governing Bodies in 2016, and is now used in all of our schools to describe the
kind of person we are hoping young people will grow up to be. We have also
used the profile to describe how we will engage with the ‘formational’ aspect of
the New Curriculum for Wales. Linking together the four ‘Core Purposes’ of the
Welsh National Curriculum and the formation of the virtues defined in the Jesuit
Pupil Profile gives us the following table (right):

For more information on the profile and to find electronic copies of the

documents used in our schools, visit:

http://jesuitinstitute.org/Pages/JesuitPupilProfile.htm.

CATHOLIC EDUCATION:
THE VIRTUES

-  curious about everything; and

active in their engagement with the

world, changing whatever they can

for the better.

-  learned, finding God in all things;

and wise in the way they use their

learning for the common good.

- grateful for their own gifts, for the

gifts of other people, and for the

blessings of each day; and

generous with their gifts,

becoming men and women for

others.

- intentional in the way they live and

use the resources of the earth,

guided by conscience; and

prophetic in the example they set

to others.

- eloquent and truthful in what they

say of themselves, the relations

between people, and the world.

- faith filled in their beliefs and

hopeful for the future.

- attentive to their experience and to

their vocation; and discerning

about the choices they make and

the effects of those choices.

- compassionate towards others,

near and far, especially the less

fortunate; and loving by their just

actions and forgiving words.

SUCCESSFUL FUTURES (2015):
THE FOUR CORE PURPOSES

-  ambitious, capable learners

- enterprising, creative contributors

- ethical, informed citizens

- healthy, confident individuals

Ministry of Acolyte
for Brother Augustine

On the Solemnity of Saint Peter and St Paul, in the presence of
members of his family and the congregation, Brother Augustine
Primavesi received the Ministry of Acolyte from Father Paul during Mass
at Belmont Abbey. This is a further step on the road to the Priesthood.
Brother Augustine has been studying Theology in Rome, and on a
number of occasions he has served Mass for the Holy Father. Brother
Augustine will be at Belmont until the end of September, when it is
hoped he will be ordained a deacon before he returns to Rome. 

Brother Augustine in front of the altar at Belmont Abbey

At Evensong on Sunday 30 June, Elizabeth Semper O'Keefe was installed as the new Hereford
Cathedral Archivist. Elizabeth is a parishioner at Our Lady Queen of Martyrs in Hereford. A
graduate of Durham University, Elizabeth previously worked as head of the Archives Service at
Herefordshire Council.  A number of people will know Elizabeth from her contributions to the
work of the Catholic Archives Society. Over the years she has also supported the Friends of
Rotherwas Chapel with their research.  

Elizabeth Semper O’Keefe giving her declaration of service to the Dean, the Very
Reverend Michael Tavinor (photograph taken by Gordon Taylor) 

New Hereford Cathedral
Archivist installed 
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Pope Francis: The poor save 
us because they show us 
the face of Christ
Caritas Calling! – August 2019
Pontifical Council for Promoting the

New Evangelisation - By Lydia

O'Kane

The theme for this year’s World Day of
the Poor message is “The hope of the
poor shall not perish forever”, taken
from the Book of Psalms. The Pope
writes that these words “express a
profound truth that faith impresses
above all on the hearts of the poor,
restoring lost hope in the face of
injustice, sufferings and the
uncertainties of life.”

Pope Francis points out that down
through the centuries there have
always been rich and poor. Today too,
he adds, “we must acknowledge many
new forms of bondage that enslave
millions of men, women, young people
and children.”

In the message the Pontiff says that,
on a daily basis there are families
forced to leave their homeland to seek
a living elsewhere; orphans who have
lost their parents or were violently torn
from them by brutal means of
exploitation; young people seeking
professional fulfilment but prevented
from employment by shortsighted
economic policies; victims of different
kinds of violence; millions of
immigrants who fall victim to any
number of concealed interests. “And
all the homeless and ostracized
persons who roam the streets of our
cities.”

Human garbage bin

“How many times do we see poor
people rummaging through garbage
bins to retrieve what others have
discarded as superfluous, in the hope
of finding something to live on or to
wear”, underlines the Pope.

“They themselves become part of a
human garbage bin; they are treated
as refuse, without the slightest sense
of guilt on the part of those who are
complicit in this scandal.”

The poor and Scripture

Turning his attention to Scripture, Pope
Francis emphasizes how God is
constantly acting in the interests of the
poor. “We can never elude the urgent
appeal that Scripture makes on behalf
of the poor”, he says.

The Pope comments that, “the
situation of the poor obliges us not to
keep our distance from the body of
the Lord, who suffers in them.” He
continues by saying that, “instead, we
are called to touch his flesh and to be
personally committed in offering a
service that is an authentic form of
evangelization. Commitment to the
promotion of the poor, including their
social promotion, is not foreign to the
proclamation of the Gospel. On the
contrary, it manifests the realism of
Christian faith and its historical
validity.”

Working for the marginalized

In this World Day of the Poor
message, the Pope mentions two
people, who in their lives worked
tirelessly for the disadvantaged.
Quoting Italian priest Father Primo
Mazzolari, he says, “the poor are a

constant protest against our injustices;
the poor are a powder keg. If it is set
on fire, the world will explode”.

He also recalls the late Jean Vanier
saying that, “thanks to his enthusiasm,
he gathered around himself great
numbers of young people, men and
women, who worked daily to give love
and restore a smile to many
vulnerable persons, offering them a
true “ark” of salvation from
marginalization and solitude.”

Witnesses of hope

The Pope stresses that, “the option for
those who are least, those whom
society discards, is a priority that
Christ’s followers are called to pursue,
so as not to impugn the Church’s
credibility but to give real hope to
many of our vulnerable brothers and
sisters.”

Pope Francis notes that, “it is not
easy to be witnesses of Christian hope
in the context of a consumerist culture,
a culture of waste concerned only for
the spread of a shallow and
ephemeral wellbeing.

A change of mentality

What is needed, he says, is a “change
of mentality… in order to rediscover
what is essential and to give
substance and verve to the preaching
of the kingdom of God.”

The Pope remarks that, although the
poor are in need of things like clothing
and a warm meal, what they need
most of all is love. “In the heart of the
pilgrim People of God there beats that
saving power which excludes no one
and involves everyone in a real
journey pilgrimage of conversion, to
recognize the poor and to love them.”

Blessed are the Poor

“God chose what is weak in the world
to shame the strong”, underlines Pope
Francis. “The poor save us because
they enable us to encounter the face
of Jesus Christ.”

The Pope concludes by saying that,
“if the disciples of the Lord Jesus wish
to be genuine evangelizers, they must
sow tangible seeds of hope. He then
asks all Christian communities, and all
those who feel impelled to offer hope
and consolation to the poor, “to help
ensure that this World Day of the Poor
will encourage more and more people
to cooperate effectively so that no one
will feel deprived of closeness and
solidarity.”

What plans does Caritas

Archdiocese of Cardiff have to

promote and support this World Day

of the Poor?

We plan to distribute resources,
prepared by CSAN, to parishes and
schools during September when they
become available. The emphasis of
the World Day of the Poor is on face-
to-face encounters with people in our
own parish communities who are
struggling in their lives. Planning is
required so that the whole parish
community may work together to build
that culture of encounter as a mark of
the Christian community.

The Pontifical Council for Promoting 

the New
Evangelization, in
a Pastoral Proposal, provides ‘Some
Ideas For The Implementation Of The
World Day Of The Poor’:

Every Diocese (or religious
community) could organize a way to
bring a message of peace and
closeness simultaneously to all the
places of suffering and marginality
nearby, so as to make the Church’s
unity visible in the same moment
through the centrality of the poor. In
particular, to places such as soup
kitchens, shelters, prisons, hospitals,
nursing homes, treatment centers, etc.,
so that the words of the Pope could
arrive to everyone at the same time on
this day.

Every religious community, on this
day, could take on an initiative such
as: taking groceries to a needy family,
offering a meal for the poor,
purchasing equipment for elderly
persons who are not self-sufficient,
donating a vehicle to a family, or
making a contribution to the Caritas
fund [for providing assistance, etc.]

Every Diocese, on this day, could
choose a symbolic action for the poor
that they would carry out during the
year, and which could be
communicated to the Holy Father.

World Day of the Poor

Some of their Proposals include:
•  preparatory meetings to put the

encounter with the faces of the poor
at the center of this day, faces that
invite us to go out to meet them, to
accompany them from the
“doorways” or from the “margins” -
where, often, we confine them - to
the inside (at the heart) of the
community (see the logo);

•  to know the poor and the new forms
of poverty (economic, social,
human), through meetings with
those at the head of associations
that work in these spheres, in the
area of the ecclesial community;
The week of preparation for the

World Day of the Poorcould be the
occasion to sow seeds that will mature
over time; the beginning of a journey
that cannot be put off any longer,
which will permit us to respond in a
different way to the question God
asked Cain (“Where is your brother?”),
by taking care of our brothers and
sisters, both as individuals and as an
ecclesial community.

If you would like to plan and take
action in your own parish, offer your
services to your Parish Priest or speak
with a member of your SVP, JPIC or
other parish charity.

Perhaps you can help to establish
your parish Caritas team, as reported
on in last month’s Catholic People.

For more details, contact Jim

Barnaville, Coordinator, Caritas

Archdiocese of Cardiff:

caritas@rcadc.org

“We need to give real
hope to many of our
vulnerable brothers

and sisters.”
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St Bernadette &  St Philip Evans  First Holy Communion

A beloved monk and a priest!
• Continued from Page 3

the happiest in his life, his ministry being
fruitful and extensive. He loved the school and
had a special gift of explaining the faith to
children, parents and teachers alike. He would
have made a wonderful father. However, there
were worrying periods of illness, above all the
recurring chest infections. He was greatly loved
and appreciated and, although very Catholic
and traditional, he always had excellent and
respectful ecumenical relations with other
churches and ministers. Needless to say, here
too he lavishly decorated the house and
churches.

His beloved Westie

In 2013 he was appointed Parish Priest of
Leominster and Bromyard, where once again
his pastoral skills and attractive personality
endeared him to everyone and it was here, in
rural Herefordshire, that he found the special
companion he needed to fulfill his priestly
ministry and support him in his declining
health, his beloved Westie, Hugo, named in
honour of his revered Fr Hugh, with whom he
had worked in Whitehaven. 

Hugo and Aidan were inseparable, both
finding the joy of friendship in each other. One
of the important things he achieved in
Leominster was to encourage devotion to the
Herefordshire martyr, Blessed Roger
Cadwallador, whose relic is on the altar here
today. However, in 2016, the dark shadow of
cancer moved across his life, when Fr Aidan
was discovered to have a tumour in the bowel.

Despite protracted bouts of chemotherapy,
the cancer spread to his liver, where two
further tumours were discovered. This led to
more chemotherapy that made his life a
misery. There appeared to be a glimmer of

hope, the possibility of surgery to remove the
tumours, now reduced in size, but he was too
frail to face surgery and the chest infections
became more persistent. A special word of
thanks must go out to the nurses and doctors
who tended him in Leominster, St Michael’s
Hospice and Hereford Hospital and to
parishioners of both parishes, who looked after
him and Hugo with such tender loving care.

Suffering was at an end

Mercifully, the end came quickly, just a week
after being told that surgery was out of the
question and that the tumours were returning
with vigour. 

He had always lived in the hope that surgery
would bring him back to health, so that he
could return to his priestly duties. It was not to
be. God, in his infinite wisdom and mercy, had
other plans. On Sunday, 26th May, he was
anointed for the last time, though by now he
was unconscious, and on Monday morning,
Solemnity of St Augustine of Canterbury, he
died peacefully with Auntie Peggy, his brother
Nicholas, his nurse Tina and his beloved
companion Hugo nearby. At long last, the
painful years of protracted suffering were at an
end. Not once was Fr Aidan ever heard to
complain, although he was often frustrated and
exhausted by it all. His love for God and Our
Lady never waned and he was an example to
us all of patience and fortitude. He was always
more concerned for others than for himself. In
today’s Gospel passage Jesus said, “If a man
serves me, he must follow me, for where I am,
there will my servant be.”

May his loving soul rest in peace and may
there be rejoicing among the angels and saints
as he journeys through Purgatory towards the
joys of Heaven. 

Amen

Sparkling Joseph at St Illtyd’s
St Illtyd’s Catholic High School produced the musical, ‘Joseph and

the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat’ in July. 

Audiences at the three shows were entertained with stunning
performances from the highly talented, young cast. Colourful costumes,
effective staging and carefully choreographed dance sequences
combined to give a visually pleasing show. 

The whole story is told through music and it was due to the quality of
the cast’s strong, clear, expressive voices that the story line could be
understood, even by those unfamiliar with it. Particular mention needs to
be given to Abel Mwenera (year 7), as Joseph, and Sophie Cleverly
(year 9), as the Narrator whose fine performances were outstanding.
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