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Archbishop George Stack delivered this
homily at the Dedication of the Church
Martyrs in Aberystwyth. The article also
marks last month’s pilgrimages to the
graves of Welsh Martyrs Saint John Kemble
and Saint David Lewis

Forty eight years ago I had the privilege of
being present in St. Peter’s Basilica, Rome,
when Pope Paul VI canonised the Forty
Martyrs of England and Wales.

It was an amazing experience, made even
more special in the fact that the choir of
Westminster Cathedral was allowed to sing the
Mass rather than the Sistine choir. Little did I
know that thirty years later I would be
responsible for that choir as Administrator of
Westminster Cathedral.

Neither did I know that forty eight years later
I would be privileged to preach in Aberystywth
at the re-dedication of the church in honour of
the Welsh martyrs.

“The blood of the martyrs is the seedbed of
the Church” wrote St. Iranaeus in the second
century. And, indeed, there are as many
martyrs for the faith today as ever there were
in previous ages.

I think of St. Oscar Romero, canonised with
Pope Paul VI in 2018. I think of the martyr
monks of the Atlas mountains near Tyberine in
Algeria beatified on 8 December 2018.

Speaking of the Welsh and English martyrs
forty eight years ago Pope Paul said: “The high

tragedy in the lives of these martyrs was that
their honest and genuine loyalty came into
conflict with their fidelity to God and the
dictates of their conscience illumined by the
Church”. (Homily – 25 October 1970).
Witness of their Faith
The word “martyrion” simply means “witness”.
And we often say the martyrs died in fidelity to,
and in witness of, their faith. Seen through
modern eyes and through the prism of 

• Continued on page 2

Pope Paul VI - he canonised our martyrs

Pilgrimages mark two 
great Welsh Martyrs

Pilgrims honour Saint David Lewis
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devotion, that seems a very clear and
straightforward description. But there was
nothing clear about the age, and the
circumstances and the politics of the time in
which they lived.

These were anything but straightforward. The
great dilemma, which is as present today as it
was in the 16th and 17th centuries, is that
spiritual questions and loyalties were often
expressed and fought over in political terms. If
you were loyal to the Pope, and all that
signified, you could not be loyal to the King or
Queen. Papal alliances with continental Europe
meant that to travel to those countries to
prepare for the priesthood immediately
labelled you a traitor. The great insight of St.
Thomas More spoken on the scaffold in 1535
summed this up: “I die the king’s good servant,
but God’s first”. In the 1670’s our martyrs
repeated those sentiments and prayed for the
monarch as they pledged their loyalty to the
crown even as they faced execution.

Religion and politics
That sense of confusion between religion and
politics has been present in our own day,
whether in South Africa, Northern Ireland or the
tensions and agonies of the Muslim ‘martyrs’ in
our own country. They are willing to sacrifice
their lives for what they see as a great cause.

When we see in the violence and havoc
wreaked on our streets we call them terrorist
attacks . The perpetrators see them differently
– as the gateway to heaven. We must not be
surprised that this confusion is easily exploited,
when religious faith and life touch the very
deepest foundation of who we are as
individuals and as citizens,exploited in racism
and prejudice and injustice. “Render to Caesar
the things that are Caesar’s and to God the
things that are God’s”. (Mark 12:17)
Confusion over loyalties
The People of Israel, God’s own people, were
themselves often confused as to where their
religious and political loyalties lay. Despite the
fact that their scriptures and their prophets,
their history and their tradition, taught them
that they were in a covenant relationship with
God, revealed by God Himself. “I will be your
God and you will be my people”. (Exodus 6:7)

Despite Abraham and Moses, despite the
revelation in the Law that there is only one
God, that they were freed from the slavery of
worshipping the many pagan gods around
them, what did they do? They worshipped a
Golden Calf. (cf.Exodus 32. and 1 Kings 12).

No wonder calamity fell on this people, not
just when Moses broke the Ten
Commandments he brought down from the
mountain. Calamity too when, in 587 BC, Israel
was invaded, Jerusalem laid low, the Temple
of Solomon destroyed, and the people taken
off into slavery yet again. They had forgotten all
about the first slavery in Egypt and the Exodus.
“By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept as
we remembered Zion”. (Psalm 137:1)

Even in these catastrophic times, the
prophets continued to preach that God would
rescue his people. He would bring them back
to his own land. The Temple would be
restored. This prophetic call to repentance was
both a comfort and a challenge as we read in
what we call the Old Testament of the bible.
And that is where we picked the story up
tonight in the reading from the prophet
Nehemiah. The second exile is over. The
people are back in Jerusalem. It is the year
530 BC. The prophet Nehemiah tells us that
Ezra the priest is presiding at the re-dedication
of the Temple. He is reading the Law to the
assembled people.
Weeping
We heard: “This day is sacred to the Lord your
God. Do not be mournful, do not weep”.

Because the people were all in tears as they
listened to the words of the Law. I am sure
some of them were weeping tears of joy at the
wonderful things they were seeing and
experiencing. The new Temple rebuilt and
active after the years of desolation.

Others were no doubt weeping as they
reflected on their history, on their
unfaithfulness to the Torah, on the destruction
of Solomon’s Temple and on the exile and the
punishment of their forebears. They were no
doubt weeping for all that had been lost in
those painful years. One translation reads that
“So loud were the tears that the people could
not distinguish between the tears of sadness
and the tears of joy”.

The lessons for us are many and they are
deep. We are a pilgrim people. We do not
belong to a church of Solomon’s Temple, but a
Church of Abraham’s tent. More and more the
Church is being challenged to authentic
witness and service not just within its own
walls and for its own people, but for a world
and a people which has lost its way,cut off
from its roots,lacking the framework to guide
its decisions. It is a world without a father.
Inspiration and support
We cannot learn the lessons and proclaim the
faith simply as individuals, since we carry
these treasures of faith and relationship with
Jesus Christ in earthen vessels. We need each
others’ inspiration and support. The Church is
not a club of like minded members. We are
bound together, in communion with each other
through Faith, Baptism and our Holy
Communion with the Body of Christ. We do
not use merely human words when we
engage in these mysteries of faith. Because
language can divide as well as unite.

The lesson of the Tower of Babel is as
important today as it was in the Book of
Genesis. (Gen 11:1-9). So we use the
language of sign, and symbol and sacrament
when we come to worship. Cardinal Basil
Hume used to say: “Churches are not just
places in which we worship God, but with
which we worship God”. That is one reason
why this ceremony of dedication to the Welsh
Church Martyrs is of such significance and
importance. The walls were sprinkled with Holy
Water – reminding us of our Baptism. They will
be anointed with the Oil of Chrism – as we
were in Confirmation. “You are a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people set apart”.
(1 Peter 2:9).

Fire will be burnt and candles will be lit so
that the Light of Christ may shine into our
hearts and through our lives into a darkened
world. “Better to light a light than curse the
darkness” as a Chinese proverb says. And
relics will be placed on the altar. “I saw on the
altar the souls of those who had been slain for
the word of God and for the witness they had
borne”. (Revelation 6:9).

The bread and wine is offered – the work of
human hands and the spiritual drink. Because
it is only when our human effort is absorbed
and transformed into the sacrifice and
Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Christ can
we really say we are in communion with Christ
and each other.

It is then that can we truly say that we
are,indeed, the Body of Christ in this time,in
this parish,in this church dedicated to the
Welsh Martyrs, and in this town of Aberystwyth
itself. “The Body of Christ” we are asked at
Holy Communion. We reply “Amen”. I believe
that Christ is present where two or three gather
in His name today,and in the many years to
come.

Martyrs of Wales – Pray for us.

Photographs of last month’s pilgrimages to
the graves of St John Kemble and St David
Lewis are on pages 4, 5 and 7.

Pilgrimages mark two of
our great Welsh Martyrs

ARCHBISHOP 
GEORGE’S 
ENGAGEMENTS

SEPTEMBER 2019
Tuesday Funeral of Fr  Tom Quinn, Shepperton 12.00
Wednesday Ordination to the Diaconate, Belmont Abbey 11.30
Friday Knights of St. Gregory Mass, Cathedral 12.45
Saturday Mass for Altar Servers St. Illtyd’s Dowlais 12.00

WEEK OF 8 SEPTEMBER
Sunday Our Lady of Mount Carmel,Lampeter 10.00
Friday HCPT Gathering, Nazareth House 2.00

WEEK OF 15 SEPTEMBER
Tuesday Department of Christian Life and Worship,London 12.30

Wednesday Retreat at Buckfast Abbey until Friday

WEEK OF 22 SEPTEMBER
Tuesday Meeting of Diocesan Trustees, Swansea 10.30
Thursday Meeting of Patrimony Committee, London 1.00
Saturday Cardiff Catenians Jubilee Mass, Cathedral 5.00
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Editorial
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John, 74, Cyncoed
Father, Grandfather
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Remember
our history
You can see on pages 4, 5 and 6 the
devotion of our fellow Catholics who made
their annual pilgrimages to two of our
Welsh martyrs who were brutally put to
death for their faith.
Saint John Kemble and Saint David Lewis
were only two victims of political hysteria in
post reformation times when the Catholic
Church was feared by the political
establishment who whipped up anti
Catholic hysteria and tried and executed
great Catholic priests whose only sin, in the
eyes of that same political establishment,
was to serve their flocks.
They did not wish to bring down the state
and the evidence against them was an
excuse to whip up anti-Catholic feelings.
Happily, we live in more balanced times...or
do we?
We can still see the persecution of
Christians in Iraq, one of the cradles of our
faith, and in Egypt!
We live in a multi-faith world where there
should be tolerance for each other’s faith,
be it Christian, Moslem, Hindu, Sikh or any
other religion.
History, such as that of our Catholic
martyrs, should be a lesson to the world on
tolerance and faiths working together for
the good of all.
In these sad times we can see how
politicians neglect history. We have a
President in the USA who has not learned
from history and neglects the founding
principles in which the United States
welcomed immigrants. As the words on the
Statue of Liberty say “Give me your tired,
your poor, your huddled masses yearning
to breathe free.”
We have a Prime Minister in the UK who
risks breaking up the United Kingdom by
his haste to tear us away from the
European Union against the feelings of
many people. The referendum to leave the
EU was taken without people being
informed of the economic results of leaving
the EU.
Would you go into a shop and buy all your
goods without looking at the prices?
History is a template which politicians need
to know in order to guide their policies.

St Joseph's exam results “beyond expectation”

Many results did not reach us in time for publication in the
September edition.
If sending your results please send them as a Word document
and any pics, with full names on the caption, as jpeg format
and we will be delighted to publish them in the October edition
of Catholic People.
Congratulations to all our Catholic schools...students and
teaching staff.

Your exam results

A level Results
We were delighted with the continued success of our year 13
students this year. At every indicator our students have achieved
beyond expectations and once again we have been placed in the top
25% of post-16 providers in the UK with the ALPS system. More than
a quarter of all outcomes (28%) were at the highest level at A*-A with
16% of students achieving 3 A*-A grades. 67% of students achieved
at least 3 or more A*-C and 96% achieved at least 3 or more A*-E.

We are very proud of all our students and the staff who have worked
with them throughout their time at St Joseph’s. There were many
instances of individual success stories, including our highest
achievers, Rhys Jones having achieved 4A*s and an A grade will study
Chemical Engineering at Manchester; Haidar Mathieson who achieved
4A*s intends to read Medicine at Cambridge university; Shireen
Balouch who secured 2A*s and 1A will read Economics and History at
Exeter; Anastasia Wall secured 2A*s and 1A grade to pursue Medicine
at Cardiff; Niall Griffiths will read Accounting and Finance at Bath
having achieved 1A* and 2A grades; Olivia Nuzzo achieved 1A* and
2A grades and will attend Cardiff university to read Media and
Communications and Alexander Willis who achieved 1A* and 2A
grades will be reading Politics and International Relations at University
College London

There were also stories of individuals who through persistence and
determination achieved their target grades and earned a place at the
university of their choice, and a number who have accepted exciting
apprenticeships with organisations across South Wales and the West
including Freya Stevens who will shortly commence an Engineering
apprenticeship with the Ministry of Defence.

Each student should be proud of his or her wonderful achievements
and we wish them well for their futures, whether that be at university,
an apprenticeship or entering the world of work.

GCSE
We are incredibly proud of our Year 11 students who have achieved
outstanding GCSE results. Notably, 32% of students achieved 5 or
more A*-A and 70% of the year group achieved 5 or more A*-C
including a mathematics and English qualification.

We are very proud of the achievements all of our students. It is
wonderful to see our young people meet and exceed their personal
targets to achieve results that will remain with them forever.

Success for the students of St David’s Catholic College
Students of St David’s Catholic College have again performed

consistently higher than the Welsh national average, in a year where
top grades have fallen in the UK to its lowest since 2007*.

In the College’s Honours Programme for gifted and talented
learners, 57% of students achieved A* to A grades at A level. 85% of
Honours students achieved A* to B grades.

The number of students achieving an A* - A Grade has risen to
28.3%, higher than the Welsh national average of 27% (and the UK
average of 25.5%). 55. 6% of students achieved a grade A*- B, and
80.5% percent of students achieved A* - C Grades. The overall A* - E
success rate was 99%, higher than the Welsh national average of
97.6%.

St David’s College is very proud to announce that six students have
met their offers for Oxbridge.

Overall, over 400 students have been accepted onto their university
places, with over a third of students going to Russell Group
Universities, including University College London, Edinburgh University
and Cardiff University. Many others are going on to exciting
apprenticeship and work placements. We wish all our leavers the very
best of luck with their futures.

A message from the Principal:
“We are really proud of the achievements of all our students. We are

confident that with these results and the skills that they have
developed during their time at St David's, our learners will be prepared
to face the challenges and opportunities ahead.

This year’s success is just reward for the hard work and dedication
of the students, teaching staff and support team at the College.

In just a few weeks we will be welcoming our next cohort of
students to St David’s. We continue to work hard to maintain the high
level of achievement students of the College have enjoyed.”

Highlights:
· 28.3% of students achieved A*-A, compared to the Welsh national
average of 27%.

· 55.6% of students achieved A* - B grades,
compared to the Welsh national average of
52.4%
· 80.5% of students achieved A* - C grades,
compared to the Welsh national average of
76.3%
· 99% of students achieved A* - E grades,
compared to the national average of 97.6%

*Source:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-
49290421

Cardinal Newman success

St David’s

St Joseph’s HS
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Pilgrims mark the anniversary o
The Annual Pilgrimage in

honour of Saint David
Lewis took place on

Sunday 25 August, the 340th
anniversary of his martyrdom.

Father Bernard Sixtus delivered
the Benediction at SS Francis
Xavier and David Lewis Church
before pilgrims walked to his
place of execution and then on to
the Saint’s grave at Saint Mary’s
Priory Church.

David Lewis was born in
Abergavenny in the year 1616. He
was brought up as a Protestant
but later became a Catholic. Both
his parents died in 1638 and that
same year, David set off for Rome. 

He entered the Venerable
English College on 6th November
1638 to prepare for ordination to
the Sacred Priesthood. David
Lewis assumed the name of
Charles Baker (A common
practice in those days of
persecution). 

He completed his studies,
receiving Minor Orders in June
1641 and was ordained to the
Priesthood on 20th July 1642. Pilgrims heard the Benediction before processing to the Saint's grave

Father Bernard Sixtus venerates a sacred relic of Saint David Lewis, a piece of cloth
dipped in his blood

Pilgrims processe

Flowers were plac
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of the martyr Saint David Lewis

d to the site of execution

ced at at the Saint's grave

The procession started at SS Francis Xavier and David Lewis
church, in the background Pilgrims travelled along the main street in Usk to the Saint's grave

A plaque marks the execution site

Pilgrims venerate the relic of St David Lewis at the graveside
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Vespers to celebrate
St Thomas Cantilupe
Bishop Thomas Cantilupe of
Hereford was one of the last
Englishmen to be canonised before
the Reformation. A year of
celebration runs from October 2019
to October 2020, marking the 700th
anniversary of his canonisation. 

The shrine of St Thomas is located
in the north transept of Hereford
Cathedral, and is still place of
pilgrimage for visitors from across the
county and beyond. It houses a
portion of the relics of Saint Thomas
on loan from the Jesuits at Stonyhurst. 

On Tuesday 1 October the monks
from Belmont Abbey will sing Vespers
at Hereford Cathedral on the eve of
the feast of St Thomas Cantilupe. The
service concludes with prayers at the
shrine of St Thomas. 

Abbot Paul Stonham said: “It has
become something of a tradition for
the community to be invited by the
Dean of Hereford, the Very Reverend
Michael Tavinor, to sing Vespers at
the cathedral for the feast of St
Thomas Cantilupe. We always receive
a warm welcome and it is wonderful
for us to be able to pray together”. 

All are welcome to join the
congregation at Hereford Cathedral
for this service, which begins at
5.30pm. The shrine of St Thomas Cantilupe at Hereford Cathedral 

Belmont Abbey Open Days

For those people who didn’t managed to get to see behind the
scenes earlier in the summer, the opportunity to visit Belmont
Abbey and the wonderful gardens will be available again in
September. 

The Abbey will be open for tours and special exhibits will be on
display as part of the national scheme for Heritage Open Days on
Friday 13 and Saturday 14 September between 10am and 4.30am. The
following weekend, the Abbey is again opening its doors for visitors on
Friday 20 and Saturday 21 September. 

Free guided tours are available, with an opportunity to learn about the
history of the abbey. Some of the historic vestments and plate will be
on display in the sacristy. Visitors can look round on their own if they
prefer. The monastery gardens, normally private, are also open for
visitors to the abbey church, and there is the opportunity to enjoy a cup
of tea or coffee in Hedley Lodge.

The Abbey Shop, staffed by volunteers from the parish, will be also
open during the afternoon of each of the open days between 2pm and
5pm. 

Advertorial

‘Baptised and Sent’: Extraordinary
Month of Mission 2019
World Mission Sunday - the one Sunday in the
year when the entire global Church comes
together in support of mission - will happen on
20 October this year. And this year, it is running
alongside another exciting global event!

His Holiness, Pope Francis,has declared October
2019 to be a special month of prayer and action, to
strengthen and grow God’s mission through the
Church. And the Extraordinary Month of Mission
(EMM2019) is nearly here. 

EMM2019 marks the 100th anniversary of Pope
Benedict XV’s Apostolic Letter Maximum Illud, which
Pope Francis describes as ‘a milestone in the
evolution of the Church’s missionary work’. And a
century later, the call to missio ad gentes is as
urgent as ever. This is an incredible opportunity for
all of us to reflect on and pray for the Church’s
mission, and for the whole Church to fully realise
that in our rapidly changing world the Gospel is
needed now more than ever!

Missio: today, tomorrow, together
As the Pope’s official charity for world mission,
Missio enables Catholics in England and Wales
to live out the call received at Baptism: to share
in the Church’s universal mission.

And in the lead-up to EMM 2019, Missio will be
here to help individuals, schools, organisations,
dioceses, parishes, communities, orders and
congregations in England and Wales to get behind
this worldwide Church initiative.

Fr Anthony Chantry, Missio’s National Director,
says: ‘All of us who believe in Jesus Christ as Son of
God and Saviour received our faith from God
through those missionaries, who long ago left their
homes and families to share their faith with those in
foreign lands. Their sharing usually took place in the
context of serving those in need, especially the poor
and oppressed, thus demonstrating the character
and power of God’s love in our world.

‘I have seen the fruit of that work in many
countries in Africa and Asia, where there is a host of
young and dynamic Catholic communities
committed to following Jesus Christ. Yet we must
not make the mistake of assuming that mission
abroad has no place in our modern world.

‘The Holy Father challenges us to be in a
permanent state of mission, for “each of us is a
mission to the world, for each of us is the fruit of

God’s love” (Message for World Mission Sunday,
2019). 

‘I hope that this month will help us all the look
back in thanksgiving for all that has been achieved
by the missionary work of the Church and look
forward with hope to a future when all peoples will
know the saving and liberating love of Jesus Christ.’

Missio invites everyone to get involved in
EMM2019, joining our sisters and brothers around
the world in faith and renewal. Find out more about
EMM2019 at missio.org.uk/emm and see how you
can get involved - personally and as a community -
in this special celebration of mission. You can find
out more about World Mission Sunday (October 20)
at missio.org.uk/wms



Wanted for the
Missions

Large Statues (Even damaged
ones), old vestments, pictures,
church fittings, rosaries, prayer

books, religious books, relics etc.

Please ring 
Mr. B. Ferris KSC, 

102 Moor St, Earlsdon, 
Coventry CV5 6EY
Tel: 02476 676986

H. TOVEY • J. TOVEY
J. CORTEN • R. DALE

K. FOSTER • D. O’CONNELL

01633 266848
Newport Funeral Home,

9/11 Cardiff Road, Newport
(opposite Royal Gwent Hospital)

www.toveybros.co.uk

A trusted family business serving 
local families and the community in

South East Wales for six generations
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ST JOHN KEMBLE ANNUAL
PILGRIMAGE 2019

On Sunday 18th August 2019 St. Mary’s R.C.
Church, Monmouth, hosted the annual pilgrimage
to the grave of the martyr St. John Kemble which
is at the Anglican church yard of St. Mary the
Virgin in Welsh Newton, Herefordshire, once a
Crusader church.

Those able to walk the 5 miles to the country
churchyard passed through countryside well-known to
Fr. Kemble 350 years ago, enjoying the fine weather
to join with other pilgrims representing churches from
a wide area of Wales and the Marches.

Deacon Garth Tasker from Dowlais, Merthyr, led the
Rosary to the graveside and Fr. Nicholas James led
the prayers and gave a homily on our precious link
with those martyrs who lived and died in the very area
where we live now.

The whole congregation were then invited to attend
Benediction in Monmouth by Fr. Nick and Deacon
Garth and afterwards to enjoy a relaxing Tea in the
garden and a chance to catch up with old friends, and
maybe meet new ones, before facing the journey
home.

Thanks to Mrs Mary Walsh for organising this event.   
St John Kemble (1599 – 1679) was born on a farm

five miles from Welsh Newton, near St. Weonards
village. He was ordained in France and on return lived
at nearby Pembridge Castle with his brother,
ministering to Catholics in the surrounding area for the
next fifty-four years. He was said to be a likeable man,
well regarded by most people, Catholic or not.

In 1678 two clever scoundrels, Titus Oates and
Israel Tongue, made up a story of a Catholic plot to kill
King Charles II, which was quickly used as an excuse
for whipping up an anti-Catholic hysteria, and a
number of quick arrests and‘ trials’, said to be the
most farcical in British history. When treason could not
be proved priests were sentenced to be hanged,
drawn and quartered for the crime of being a Catholic
priest.                           

On Thursday, 22rd August 1679 St. John Kemble
was executed in Hereford. 

On the same day St. John Wall suffered the same
fate 27 miles away in Worcester. 

St. David Lewis was  hanged, drawn and quartered
in Usk on 27th August as had been St. John Lloyd
and St. Philip Evans in Cardiff on 22nd July 1679.

Mass at Rotherwas Chapel on the Solemnity of the Assumption
The Mass of the Assumption was
celebrated at Rotherwas Chapel in
Hereford with a congregation drawn
from the Belmont Abbey parish and
beyond. 

Dedicated to the Virgin Mary, this
beautiful building is in the guardianship of
English Heritage, but is cared for on a day
to day basis by The Friends of Rotherwas
Chapel. These volunteers work tirelessly to
maintain the chapel, and offer talks and
guided tours for visitors who wish to know
more about the building.

Once a year, Mass is held on 15 August,
continuing a tradition which stretches back
hundreds of years to when the Bodenham
family had the chapel constructed for their
personal use. The last of this significant
Roman Catholic family died in the 1920s,
and the chapel miraculously survived when
Rotherwas Court was demolished and the
estate broken up. The interior of the chapel
was refurbished by the Pugin family in the
1860s, not long after the establishment of
Belmont Abbey. 

Mass was said by Abbot Paul Stonham,
assisted at the altar by Oscar de la Cruz
Subirats, a visiting Spanish seminarian. The
congregation – mostly sitting on their own
garden chairs which are a necessity as the
pews were removed long ago – were
treated to a thoughtful and amusing sermon
by Abbot Paul. He thanked the Friends for
their dedication to ensuring the chapel
continues to be such a special place at the
heart of the history of Roman Catholicism in
Herefordshire. He added that he hoped that
many more people will be able to join the
congregation next year to celebrate this
special occasion. 

Rotherwas Chapel can be viewed anytime
from the outside, but can also be visited
between 10am and 4pm Tuesday – Friday
and the second Saturday of each month,
with the key to be collected from the nearby
Herefordshire Archives and Records Office.

Abbot Paul Stonham and Oscar de la Cruz Subirats

The Friends of Rotherwas Chapel committee members with Abbot Paul; L-R
Paul Nickhold, Anne Stapleton, Barbara Ferris, Abbot Paul, Lucy Zammit,
Brenda Warde
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Caerphilly Funeral Services
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Bringing pupils into the body of our Church!
Rebecca Moore, Head of Religious
Education at Bishop Hedley High School,
Merthyr Tydfil, reflects on activities to
enhance the pupils’ spiritual persona

This year Bishop Hedley has focused on
providing further opportunities for pupils to
develop their faith in a number of ways.

Mission Days
During our enrichment fortnight all pupils
participated in a mission day, each year group
having a different topic, but all focusing on the
role of the individual as a child of Christ. Each
day included a liturgy and an Emmaus walk to
the local Cyfarthfa Park. Pupils were paired up
with someone they wouldn’t normally have a
conversation with and given the task of
building and developing that new relationship.

Retreat
Mr Jones has always had the ambition to have
Mass celebrated in the ruins of Llanthony
Priory and with some careful planning we were
able to fulfil his ambition. Mr Jones, Miss
Moore, Mr Davies and Fr. Christopher Hancock
accompanied 11 pupils on a weekend retreat,
staying in a converted barn in Crickhowell.

Friday night saw our first walk of the
weekend, with the Stations of the Cross being
prayed as we climbed Table Mountain. The
group took it in turns to read a reflection
focusing on each station, with Fr. Chris
providing guidance and a blessing. The
evening ended with a fish and chip dinner and
board games.

Saturday was our long walk day starting at
the Skirrid Inn and ending in Llanthony Priory.
The weather for the walk was perfect and all
pupils made the most of the experience with
some of Year 1- pupils rolling down the fields
at the end of the walk.

Fr. Chris heard confessions and then
celebrated Mass for us. The Mass was such a
unique experience and the first half, the Liturgy
of the Word, was celebrated in English and the
second half, the Liturgy of the Eucharist, was
celebrated in Latin just as it would have been
originally. The occasion and the opportunity to
have Mass said here was overwhelming and
emotional at times. Saturday ended with Mr
Jones’ spaghetti Bolognese and 101 questions
for Fr. Chris. The retreat was such a success
that it has already been booked for next year!

Pilgrimage
On the 6th July Miss Moore, Mr Jones and Fr.
Christopher Hancock accompanied 15 pupils
to Rome on a pilgrimage. On Saturday we
managed to walk 18km around Rome and take
in some of the churches and key sites on the
way to the Colosseum.

Sunday started with a visit to St. Paul-
outside-the-Walls and we made it there in time
for Mass, which was accompanied by a visiting
choir. We all had a chance to walk around and
visit and pray at the tomb of St Paul, where a
Mass was put in for Archbishop George Stack
and the people of the diocese. After a quick
lunch, it was on to the Spanish Steps, Trevi
Fountain and the Pantheon.

Monday was such a unique day! Mass had
been arranged for us in the crypt under St
Peter's in the Chapel of the Patron Saints of
Europe. Fr Chris celebrated Mass, Head Girl
Finnuala Buckley read and Tomos Moran
served. As we left the chapel at the end of
Mass, we walked passed the tomb of St Peter
where we managed to spend a couple of quiet
minutes in prayer. We followed Mass with a
climb to the top

of the dome to admire the best view of
Rome. The afternoon saw us visit the Vatican
Museums, including the Sistine Chapel, with
Mr Jones standing in as tour guide, providing
detailed descriptions and insights to the many
artefacts and items on display. To end the day
we returned to St Peter’s Square at night and
managed to get some stunning photos without
any people in the way.

We returned home on Tuesday after a
wonderful week, tired but wanting to return.
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