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Our two Catholic Cardiff Martyrs
Fifty years ago Pope Paul VI canonised the 40 martyrs of England and Wales.

Two of them, Father Phillip Evans and Father John Lloyd were executed in Cardiff for exercising their faith.
They were remembered with a procession from the cell in Cardiff Castle where they were held to the execution spot, 

the Gallows Field, outside the city walls. Full article and pics on pages 4 and 5
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Let Biblical Inspiration Fire Your Imagination!

As the numbers of Covid-19 infections rise, with social-
distancing rules adapted accordingly, we will need
patient endurance for a bit longer. Patience is though,
a fruit of the Holy Spirit. No matter what develops, we
who love God remain blessed! We are so fortunate to
know that Christ is with us, always, and from that we

can take courage. And we can encourage others –
who, knowing of our Christian faith, will inevitably watch
for our reactions in this crisis - by showing them love in
action. Do this using fruits of the Spirit both in your
daily activities, and in your relationships. I hope the
short meditation below helps you to reach this, often

difficult, goal.
1. Read Galatians 5:16-23
2. Sit up straight and close your eyes. Breathe in
deeply through the nose. Hold a few seconds. Breathe
out through the mouth and as you do so feel the whole
of your body relax.

3 minute reading and meditation with Teresa
O’Driscoll
Email: teresa@teresaodriscoll.co.uk

You will need a bible,
a chair, and few
minutes alone

“…the Spirit
produces love,
joy, peace,
patience,
kindness,
goodness,
faithfulness,
humility and
self-control.”
Galatian 
5:22-23

“…the Spirit produces love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, humility and self-control.”
Galatian 5:22-23

3. Now meditate for a few moments on the nine fruits of
the Holy Spirit that Christ encourages you to use.
4. Now say this prayer – or one of your own – ‘Dear
Heavenly Father, please flood me with the fruits of Your
Holy Spirit and let me, in this crisis, especially, feel the Joy
you send. And as these gifts replenish my spirit please help
me to courageously share them with others. I ask this
through Your Son Jesus Christ. Amen’
5. When you are ready breathe in and out deeply as before.
Then open your eyes and have a big stretch.
I pray that using these spiritual gifts helps you through
these very testing times.

God bless
Teresa

For more on the above topic please see
Teresa’s blog:
http://teresaodriscoll.blogspot.co.uk/

Teresa O’Driscoll 
is the author of 9 Days to Heaven, How
to make everlasting meaning of your
life.

LET CHRIST’S GIFT OF JOY BE YOUR STRENGTH
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Editorial
Evangelisation 
The article on this page, and on page 7, is a
great tribute to the work done across the
archdiocese on evangelisation.

Along with the spiritual side, what wonderful
work is being done by volunteers at Saints
David Lewis and France Xavier Church Hall in
providing hot meals to those in need in the
Usk area, hit by financial loss, distress and
isolation during the Covid-19 crisis.

There is a contact number on this page for
organiser Gloria Dolan who will be happy yo
advise other parishes who may be interested
in setting up a similar initiative in their
parish. 

Every member of the Catholic
Faith is called to evangelise
Evangelisation News No. 8 October
2020

Hello all evangelisers!
“How then are they to call on him if
they have not come to believe in
him? And how can they believe in
him if they have never heard of him?
And how will they hear of him unless
there is a preacher for them? And
how will there be preachers if they are
not sent?” (Romans. 10:14-15)
In his Evangelii Gaudium (E.G.), The

Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis says:
“The Church is herself a missionary

disciple” (E.G. para. 40).
“What I would like to propose is

something in the line of discernment.
It is the approach of a missionary
disciple, an approach ‘nourished by
the light and strength of the Holy
Spirit” (E.G. para. 50).
“A Church which ‘goes forth’ is a

Church whose doors are open. Going
out to others in order to reach the
fringes of humanity does not mean
rushing out aimlessly to the world.
Often it is better simply to slow down,
to put aside our eagerness in order to
see and listen to others, to stop
rushing from one thing to another in
order to see and listen to others and
to remain with someone who has
faltered along the way. At times we
have to be like the father of the
prodigal son, who always keeps his
door open, so that when the son
returns, he can readily pass through”
(E.G. para. 46).
“One thing is very clear. Every

Baptised member of the Catholic faith
is called to evangelise and is called
to be a missionary disciple.
“In virtue of their baptism, all the

members of the People of God have
become missionary disciples (cf. Mt
28:19). All the baptised, whatever
their position in the Church or their
level of instruction in the faith, are
agents of evangelisation” (E.G. para.
120).
Such is the teaching of Pope

Francis. I would suggest that you
might look again at the Joy of the
Gospel and read around the
references I have given you. When we
consider the quote above from Paul
to the Romans, we cannot fail to see
what our mission must be.

Evangelisation Activity across the
Archdiocese during the Lockdown

Most Parishes, if not all, have been
reaching out to their parishioners in
all sorts of ways, using WhatsApp,
Zoom and other social media. Below
are some of the reports which have
been sent to me.

(a). Three Churches
• Here there is Family Rosary every
evening at 7pm

• They have Adoration via Zoom every
morning from 10.30am -11.30am.

(b). St. Helen’s, Barry
• Mass is live-streamed seven days a
week, Monday to Saturday at 9am
and at 10.30am on Sunday.

• The Rosary is recited on the live
stream on Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday at 5.15pm.

(c). St. Teilo’s, Whitchuch, Cardiff
• Two Masses are live streamed every
day at 10am, weekdays and
weekends. The first Mass at 10am
is in English and this is followed by
a Polish Mass.

• After the two Masses, the Blessed
Sacrament is exposed for silent
adoration until around 5:30pm.

• Everyone is welcome to go online to
pray before the Blessed Sacrament
during this time.

• The webcam is left on at all times,
so people can take the

opportunity to ‘look in’ on the Church
at any time.

(d). St. Mary’s, Bridgend
•  At St Mary’s Catholic Church,
Bridgend, Our Lady Star of the Sea,
Porthcawl and St Joseph of
Arimathea’s, Pyle, from the very
start of the pandemic, the Bridgend
SVP and KSC, along with others,
have overseen a lengthy list of
volunteers to ‘keep in touch’ with
vulnerable parishioners. This has
been particularly important for
those who do not have access to
the internet.

•  Now, a second team of volunteers
is managing the stewarding at all
Masses. One silver-lining of the
pandemic is the way in which many
parishioners have stepped up to
volunteer for all kinds of ministries
that were once organised by the
few.

•  In terms of reaching out to people
in their homes who do have
internet connectivity, the parish
priest, Fr Tim’s, YouTube channel
attracted over 200 subscribers
when launched at the beginning of
the lockdown and, each week,
there are over 600 ‘streams’ of the
live-streamed Masses from the
parishes.

•  A recent initiative is the launch of
the parishes of Bridgend, Porthcawl
and Pyle’s new, members only,
Facebook group, that within a few
days of launching, has already
gathered nearly 100 parish
members. Gospel reflections and
services have already been
uploaded by clergy and laity and
the plan is to use the main ‘feed’,
along with particular ‘rooms’ in
Facebook, to ‘meet’ with people for
prayer, reflection and teaching.

•  This is in addition to the already
existing parish Instagram and 24/7
live-stream. A combination of face-
to-face and online RCIA, Holy
Communion and Confirmation
programmes are also being

planned.
•  These are very difficult, and for
many people dark, days. However,
alongside all the other parishes of
the Archdiocese, and with the
support of the Archdiocesan
Evangelisation and Liturgy
Commissions, the parishes of
Bridgend, Porthcawl and Pyle,
under the leadership of Fr McGrath,
are continuing to try and find new
ways to bring light into the
darkness. St David and all the
Saints of Wales: pray for us.

(e). Our Lady and St. Illtyd, Llantwit
Major and Cowbridge

•  Fr. Mark’s Zoom sessions on “Keep
the Faith” on Sunday evenings start
at 7.30pm and last 1 hour. They will
restart Sun 25th October, hopefully
on his return from his break.

•  Their Zoom parish prayer group on
Thursdays starts at 2.45pm. this
allows fifteen minutes for parish
news catch up before starting the
Divine Mercy Chaplet at 3pm.

(f). All Saints Parish, Newport
•  The four priests in All Saints Parish,
Newport continue to provide a
telephone service.

•  Dial-a-Service is an initiative they
have launched especially for those
who cannot access the live-stream
and do not have access to TV
Masses such as EWTN or Shalom
World. By calling 01633 982483,
they can hear a pre-recorded 10-15
minute period of prayer and
reflection on one of the Sunday
readings.

•  During the prayer, they will also be
invited to join with the Act of
Spiritual Communion. The
broadcast lasts between 10 and 15
minutes with a period of prayer, the
reading of one of the Sunday
Readings, a short reflection, the
Lord’s Prayer and the Act of
Spiritual Communion.

(g). Saints David Lewis and Francis
Xavier, Usk

Hot Food Kitchen
•  The Covid-19 crisis has resulted in
a rise in the number of local people
experiencing difficulties such as
financial loss, distress and isolation.
Since May, volunteers working from
the St. David Lewis Church Hall
have cooked and delivered hot
meals to those in need in the Usk
area each Tuesday and Thursday
lunchtime. The meals are filling and
use good quality, fresh ingredients.

•  The 24 Food Kitchen volunteers
work wonders by cooking a large
number of meals with modest
facilities. Demand grew from 25 in
the first week to 75 at present. They
support unemployed families,
people with mental and physical
illnesses and people with

disabilities. Over 1500 nutritious meals have
been delivered to consumers. Cottage pie,
spaghetti bolognaise and chicken and leek
pie are among the favourites so far.

•  Each service includes a meat dish and a
vegetarian dish such as vegetarian lasagne or
vegetable curry and rice. Feedback from
consumers is very positive indeed and
volunteers are pleased that the meals are
enjoyed.

•  They took advice from their local
Environmental Health Officer to ensure they
operated safely. All cooks have taken on-line
training in food hygiene and catering safety
and their certificates are displayed on their
‘wall of fame’. Apart from cooks, volunteers
are involved in preparing vegetables,
despatch and delivery. Volunteers wear
butchers’ aprons, hair nets and comply with
all hygiene requirements. Local residents
frequently donate delicious homemade cakes
for dessert. Meals are delivered in insulated
take-away meal boxes and brown paper
bags.

•  The Church Hall is a delivery and collection
point for donations of tinned, fresh and dried
food for around 16 food parcels each week.

•  The Food Kitchen has received generous
financial support from many sources including
the Archdiocese, Usk Town Council, the
Rotary Club, the Almshouse Charity and from
individuals. World of Kitchens in Caerleon
reconfigured the kitchen and updated their
facilities without charge.

Contact Details:
Gloria Dolan 07429 023 559. Gloria says that
she is happy for other parishes who might be
interested in setting up a similar initiative in their
parish to contact her.
· The parish priest, Father Bernard Sixtus, can be
contacted on 07720272137 or 01291 672594 or
by email on frbernard@zoho.com Catholic
Parish of Usk or on our Web Site:
www.catholicparishofusk.org.uk
(h). St. Mary, St. Illtyd, St. Aloysius and St.
Benedict
· Rosary and Benediction are live-streamed at
7pm on Fridays. The Rosary is offered for all key
workers and for a cure to the pandemic.

• Continued on Page 7
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Archbishop George marks a  gr      
Archbishop George Stack marked the 50th
anniversary of the Canonisation of the 40 Martyrs
of England and Wales by Pope Paul VI by holding
Mass in the stark and grim bare stone cell at
Cardiff Castle where two of these Martyrs were
held before their execution on 22 July 1679.
The Archbishop and pilgrims then carried statues of
Saint Phillip Evans and Saint John Lloyd to the site of
their execution, then called the Gallows Field, and
situated outside the Cardiff walls. It is now a busy road
junction but the spot is marked by a plaque on the wall
of the NatWest bank.
Recollecting the creation of the Martyrs, Archbishop
George said:
“I was privileged to be in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome
for the celebration. It was an awe-inspiring occasion,
not least to see and hear that great church filled with
English speaking people from all over the world. The
liturgy was solemn and splendid. In something that
was unique all those years ago, the music was not
sung by the Papal Choir of the Sistine chapel but by
the choir of our own Westminster Cathedral.
“All the bishops of England and Wales were present,
led by Cardinal John Carmel Heenan. Greeting them at
the beginning of his homily, Pope Paul said: “We greet

our brother bishops of England and Wales and of all
the other countries who have come here for this great
ceremony. We extend our greetings also to the priests,
religious, students and faithful. We are filled with joy
and happiness to have them near us today. Thanks to
them, we are celebrating Christ’s glory made
manifest in the holy Martyrs of England and
Wales”.
Here in Wales we have our own
members of those “Glorious Martyrs
who surround Thy Throne, O Lord”.
They are Richard Gwyn, John Jones,
John Roberts, Philip Evans, John Lloyd
and David Lewis. I cannot omit a
seventh name, that of John Kemble
whose relics are honoured in shrines at our
churches in Hereford and Monmouth.
“The grave of St. David Lewis is in the Anglican
churchyard at Usk, and a beautiful new shrine has just
been created in his memory in the Catholic church at
Usk.
“There is a particular devotion in Cardiff and the
surrounding area to the memory of two ‘local heroes’
who were martyred at Gallows Field which is now
better known as the northern end of Richmond Road in

the city. Philip Evans was the jolliest of all the Welsh
martyrs. He was playing tennis when told of his
execution the next day. So happy did the news make
him that he went on with the game. His Jesuit
provincial wrote: “He possessed a wonderful frankness
of disposition, and a pleasant, unclouded

countenance, with a brow ‘always free from
furrows’”.
John Lloyd, born in Brecknockshire, was
arrested at the same time as Philip Evans
during the madness of the Titus Oates plot.
They were imprisoned in the same cell in
Cardiff Castle and were executed on the
same day, 22 July 1679. John Lloyd had to
watch whilst his friend and fellow martyr was

hanged, drawn and quartered knowing that this
would be his own fate too. Speaking of the witness of
Philip Evans, John Lloyd said to the crowd:
“My fellow sufferer has declared the cause of our
death, therefore I need not repeat it. Besides, I never
was a good speaker in my life. I shall only say that I die
in the true Catholic and apostolic faith, according to
these words in the Creed, I believe in the holy Catholic
Church; and with those three virtues: faith, hope and
charity”.

We are filled 
with joy and
happiness to

have them near
us today

“

”

Father Dianel Stanton and Archbishop George with the statues of our two Cardiff martyrs in the cell where they spent their last days.
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     great day for our Catholic faith

Above: The site of the execution today. A plaque on the wall
marks the place and Archbishop George laid a wreath there in
memory of our two Saints.

Left: A contemporary print of the Gallows Field, in Cardiff,
where our two martyrs were executed.

Below: Archbishop George, pictured here with Hilary Coulson,
Father Daniel and Mr Terry Vickery of St John Lloyd parish, said
Mass in the grim cold prison cell.
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THE VAUGHANS OF COURTFIELD
AN APPRECIATION
ARCHBISHOP GEORGE
STACK and FATHER PETER
WILSON

The recent sudden death of
Patrick Vaughan gives an
opportunity to reflect on the
significance of the Vaughan
Family to the life and history of
the Catholic Church in England
and Wales-and beyond.
Perhaps the best known

name to us today is that of
Cardinal Herbert Vaughan
(1822-1903) the great uncle of
Patrick Vaughan. The crowning
achievement of Herbert
Vaughan must surely be the
building of Westminster
Cathedral in 1903. The first
great ceremony in that iconic
place of worship was the
funeral of its founder in 1903.
He was also responsible for the
establishment of other great
institutions, including St
Joseph’s Missionary Society,
Mill Hill, which has been
responsible for creating an
indigenous clergy in many parts
of Africa. The Catholic Truth
Society, which continues to play
such a significant part in the
catholic life of our country, was
formed at the instigation of
Cardinal Vaughan. At the age of
36 and a Priest of the Diocese
of Westminster, Herbert
Vaughan purchased “The
Tablet” for £900 in the summer
of 1868. He wanted to ensure
the voice of Catholic Journalism
was heard and read.

Steadfast in the Catholic
Faith

Cardinal Vaughan came from
an august family which had
remained steadfast in their
Catholic Faith, despite many
years of persecution and
hardship. Sometimes their
loyalty to the Faith led to some
reckless endeavours! The
brother of his maternal
grandmother was Cardinal
Thomas Weld (1773-1837), the
first Englishman to be a
Cardinal since the Reformation.
A convert and a widower,and a
father with his chidren in tow
,he was affectionately
described as “The Cardinal of
the Seven Sacraments”.
Through all of those tumultuous
times, the Vaughan family
managed to retain their family
home, Courtfield in
Monmouthshire. The name
“Courtfield” was in deference to
the fact that King Henry V (of
Agincourt fame) had been
raised there as a boy.
Herbert’s father, Lt Col John

Francis Vaughan, was a devout

man. After a time studying in
France, he returned to
Courtfield. Given the strong
Catholic commitment of the
Vaughans, it is surprising that
he very soon chose to marry a
non-Catholic from the
neighbouring area. Her name
was Eliza Rolls, and her family
were described as “earnest
Evangelicals”. Her nephew was
Charles Rolls, who co-founded
the famous Rolls Royce car
manufacturers and also has the
distinction of the first Briton to
be killed in an airplane crash.
Much to the delight of her

new husband Eliza became a
Catholic, soon after their
marriage. Her conversion was
not just to membership of the
Church, but to a deep
attachment to the spiritual life in
the Catholic tradition. At
Courtfield she began the habit
of a daily Holy Hour before the
Blessed Sacrament in the
house’s little chapel. Between
5pm and 6pm she would be
before the Lord, and would take
her children with her. She
delighted in reading the lives of
the saints, and teaching them
how to follow the paths of these
great heroes of the Faith.

Deep love of God

One of her favourites was St
Bernard of Clairvaux. Bernard’s
father Tescelin was a knight,
and hoped that his sons would
follow him into military service.
Meanwhile their mother, Aleth,
“sought to inspire them with a
deep love of God and with
sentiments of mutual esteem
and charity”. Aleth offered all
her children to God, at the
moment of their birth, with the
prayer that he would call them
to serve as priests or religious.
And they all did each of them
fulfilled her hopes. Tescelin,
following the death of Aleth,
followed his sons into the
monastery at Clairvaux. Aleth’s
prayer was answered even
more profoundly, because not
only is Bernard a Saint, all his

brothers as well as his sister
have been beatified , as has
Aleth herself , now known as
Blessed Aleth of Montbard.
So inspired was Eliza

Vaughan by this tale, that she
soon decided that she would
follow Aleth’s example and
consecrate her children to God,
with the prayer that he would
choose them to serve him as
priests or nuns. God answered
her prayer mightily, and almost
completely. The Vaughans had
14 children, one of whom died
shortly after his birth. Of her
remaining 8 sons all but two
became a priest, and of her 5
daughters, all but 1 became a
nun.
Her eldest, Herbert, is of

course our celebrated Cardinal
Vaughan.
Her second son, Roger Bede

Vaughan, became the superior
of Belmont Abbey and then
Archbishop of Sydney. He was
also instrumental in many
Catholic projects in his diocese,
including a leading part in the
building of St Mary’s Cathedral,
the magnificent mother church
of Sydney Archdiocese where
he is buried.
Kenelm joined the

Cistercians, but had to leave
due to ill health. He was,
however, ordained a priest and
bought from the Earl of
Cadogan a property in Beaufort
Street for the society he had
founded, the Brotherhood of
Expiation. It is now Allen Hall,
the diocesan seminary of
Westminster Kenelm travelled
extensively in America to raise
funds for the building of
Westminster Cathedral which
opened in 1903.
Joseph became a Benedictine
monk and founded the Abbey
at Fort Augustus in Scotland –
sadly no longer a monastery.

Legendary preacher

Bernard became a Jesuit and
a legendary preacher. It was
said that he had preached to all
the crowned heads of Europe!
However, most of his time was
spent with the poor in the East
End of London, where his
memory is still held in high
regard.
Eliza died giving birth to John.

He was a Canon of
Westminster and a domestic
prelate to Pope Leo XIII, before
becoming the Auxiliary Bishop
of Salford (where Herbert had
been the Bishop before coming
to Westminster).
Of the daughters, Gwladys

entered the Visitation Order,
Helen joined the Sisters of
Mercy, Clare became a Poor

Clare, while Mary was the
Prioress of an Augustinian
convent. Margaret, the
youngest, wanted to be a nun
too, but her ill health prevented
it. She lived at Courtfield,
consecrated to God, and lived
her final years in a convent.
Two sons Francis and

Reginald did not join the
priesthood, but married and
had distinguished careers and
gave devoted lay service to the
Church. Francis was appointed
as Chamberlains to successive
popes. From their children
came further priests and nuns.
Reginald’s son Herbert
Vaughan, the Cardinal’s
nephew, played a leading role
in the life of the Catholic
Missionary Society. Francis had
three sons, two of whom
became priests, including
Francis John Vaughan (1877-
1935),who became the Bishop
of Menevia.

Our Lady of Vocations

Courtfield was sold by the
Vaughan family to the Mill Hill
Missionaries in 1950. Given the
remarkable story of vocations
from the Vaughan family, the
Archbishop of Cardiff in 1955
dedicated the Chapel as a
Shrine of “Our Lady of
Vocations”, a dedication
renewed by Archbishop Ward in
the Jubilee Year 2000. In the
crypt, among other family
members, John Francis
Vaughan and Eliza are buried.
Their prayers surely join those
of our Lady of Vocations in
praying for new vocations in the
Church.
Given the changed

membership of the St. Joseph’s
Mill Hill Society with native
clergy now serving the Church
in their former mission
territories, the Mill Hill Fathers
decided to withdraw from their
great college at Mill Hill. Part of
that withdrawal included the
exhumation of the body of their
founder who had been buried
there. I was privileged to be
present on that occasion and,
even more of a privilege, to re-
enter the Cardinal’s remains at
Westminster Cathedral in the
presence of some of his
descendants.
By the same token, in 2009

the Mill Hill Fathers also
decided to leave Courtfield
which had been a House of
Formation for so many of their
priests and brothers. By good
fortune, the great grandson of
John and Elizabeth Vaughan,
Patrick Vaughan, was able to
purchase the estate from them.
The ancient home is once more
back in the bosom of the family
and now being lovingly cared
for by the next generation.

Patrick
Vaughan

The Vaughan Coat of ArmsCardinal Herbert Vaughan
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Every member of the
Catholic Faith is called 
to evangelise
• Continued from Page 3

•  The Parish newsletter is emailed weekly to all
parishioners who have provided their email
address. It is also posted on the Parish
Facebook Page. The newsletter includes
reflections to live by, focus on and connect
with the Gospel.

NOTE: I may not have had news of all your
parish’s evangelisation activity nor indeed of the
particular way in which you evangelise, which
you may wish to share with other evangelisers.
Do let me know so that I can report it in the next
issue.

2. The Development and Training Programme
The Diocesan Evangelisation Commission has
used the lockdown to
design a programme to follow the Forming
Intentional Disciples
Conference in June 2019. The programme,
“Spread the Gospel –
Developing Missionary Parishes” has been
piloted and there has been
plenty of constructive advice from members.
Version 2 is now being
prepared, taking the advice into consideration.

3. The Year of the God Who Speaks -
The Year of the Word which began at the end of
2019 has now being
extended to the Sunday of the Word in January
2022.
Please see the letter below to Kate Duffin, and
me, as the Archdiocese’s
Scripture Champions. It is written by the Bishop
of Wrexham, the Rt.
Rev’d Peter Brignall, who is on the God Who
Speaks team.

Dear Scripture Champions and Influencers,
2021 Year of Mark
A copy of our new S. Mark’s Gospel and letter
recently went to your bishop(s). �
As you know, the Standing Committee of
Bishops’ Conference agreed at its Spring
Meeting to take the Godwhospeaks initiative
through to the Sunday of the Word in January
2022. We sincerely hope that the Scripture Tours
and planned events of this year, as well as new
initiatives, will be held next year and beyond,
COVID-19 permitting.
Copies of our special edition Mark’s Gospel

can be ordered here. Buy in packs of 10 for £15,
with discounts on bulk orders. You can also
download the free Fish with Mark poster and our
Whistle-stop Tour of Mark’s gospel poster here -
https://www.godwhospeaks.uk/the-god-who-
speaks/bible-society/
The godwhospeaks.uk website, now distinctly

titled ‘The Bible and Catholics’ continues to offer
articles, information, educational resources and
devotional materials to promote a love of the
Scriptures: ‘… the word of God given in sacred
Scripture as an inspired testimony to revelation;
together with the Church’s living Tradition, [it]
constitutes the supreme rule of faith and the
primary source of evangelisation.’ as well as
presenting ‘in an unmistakeable way, God as the
source of all splendour and beauty’ (Directory for

Catechesis. 27 & 106).
My request is that this information be

circulated throughout your dioceses to parishes
and schools. I, on behalf of the planning team
and the bishops, am most grateful to you for your
energy and enthusiasm to support this initiative.
And thank you for promoting the Bible in the lives
of the faithful, as the foundation of the pastoral
apostolate and as an essential aid to
evangelisation.
With every good wish and continued prayers in

listening to the Word in your Diocese,
+ Peter

The Rt. Rev’d Peter M. Brignall, Bishop of
Wrexham

Prayer for the Year of the God Who Speaks
O God, Who gave the priest
St. Jerome
a living and tender love for Sacred Scripture,
grant that Your people,
may be ever more fruitfully
nourished by Your Word
and find in it the fount of life.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ,
Your Son,
Who lives and reigns with You,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God for ever and ever.
Amen

The Year of the God Who Speaks is being
extended into 2022
We are beginning to plan our upcoming events.
1. The Scripture Study Days will be rescheduled
for next year.
2. The Day for Readers, Catechists and
Children’s Liturgists and the Scripture Road
Show will be rescheduled for next summer.
These will be either at the Cornerstone or,
increasingly likely, delivered through Zoom.

4. DOMSEC
1. Talks on three of the four Gospels have now
been given. They were excellent and may be
found on YouTube, on the DOMSEC website.
2. The talk on the Gospel of St. John will be on
Saturday, November 14th from 11am to 1pm.
Please pray for our Diocesan wide team of
Evangelisers. Let us pray too for all those whose
lives the Holy Spirit may touch through you, on
the phone, by text and by e-mail and even in
conversation in the coming fire-break lockdown
and beyond.
Let us remember our aims in all we do.
•  Making faith real for the people we encounter
•  Knowing the peace and joy of God is with us
and enabling others to know and experience it

•  Really connecting with God and helping others
to do so

•  Experiencing the power of God and
communicating it to others.

May God bless us all as we work towards
spreading the Good News and building up His
Kingdom on earth and may He protect us as we
continue to face the challenges of the next few
weeks.
Stay safe!
Madeleine Walters Director of Evangelisation

for the Archdiocese of Cardiff
walters.sunnyside@btopenworld.com

Dom Augustine’s 
Vocation Journey
Br Augustine tells of his journey to the day of his ordination to the
Priesthood and the path involved to reach this day.
I was born in Ireland to English parents and spent the first eight years of my

life in Ireland. However my family then moved to Abergavenny in Wales, that is
how I first came to know Belmont Abbey. The parish of Abergavenny is served by
the monks from the monastery. In the last year of primary school we visited
Belmont Abbey for a retreat, this was my first experience of the monastery and
its surroundings. I remember thinking how beautiful and peaceful it was, little did
I know then that I would be choosing to make a lifelong commitment to the
monastic community.
Growing up I was always involved in parish life, with my younger sister we

would serve Holy Mass on a Saturday night and then sing in the Church choir on
Sunday morning. I eventually made the move to serving on the Sunday morning
while my sister continued in the choir now joined by our parents. It was during
this time while I was been taught the importance of serving Holy Mass both
attentively and prayerfully that I believe the seeds of my vocation were sowed. I
eventually became the parish master of ceremonies a role that practiced on and
off for eight years including resuming the role during the university holidays. 
It was while I was in my final year of university that I fully realised what God

was calling me to do and where. I was studying Law at Swansea University.
Belmont for the first half of my course still served one of the Swansea parishes
while the bishop of the diocese of Menevia had previously been the Abbot of
Belmont. Looking back on it all now I realise there was no escaping the subtle
hints of God’s plan for me. 
During my time at Swansea University I was heavily involved with the

university’s Catholic Society and served as its secretary for almost four years. It
the society enabled me to truly experience the universality of the Church since
we had members from many different countries and this makeup would change
every year. 
When I finished university I continued to work in the supermarket Waitrose

which I had done on and off during my holidays from university. It took me three
years to finally enter the Belmont monastic community. This time was fruitful for
me since it not only confirmed that God was calling me towards priesthood
rather than pursuing a legal profession. It also gave me time to experience many
other unique traditions and expressions within the Church in order to confirm that
monastic life was indeed my true vocation.
On completion of my postulancy I was clothed in the habit on the 1st

February, on the eve of the feast of the Presentation. When clothed I was also
given a new name that of Augustine. The main reason I had given Augustine as
one of three possible names to the Abbot was because there was a well-known
monk of our congregation called Augustine Baker. He had been born in
Abergavenny and had previously practiced as a lawyer, I therefore felt an affinity
to him and the name. The Abbot also said that I would also have the other two
more prominent Augustines as my patrons too, St Augustine of Hippo and St
Augustine of Canterbury (in fact Augustine Baker took his name from St
Augustine of Canterbury, his is the feast day which I celebrate since as patron of
our congregation we keep his day as a solemnity).
I spent two years studying philosophy which involved driving for four hours to

Ampleforth Abbey in Yorkshire, staying overnight and then having a full day of
classes before heading back to Belmont. Also taking part in the philosophy class
were two juniors from Ampleforth and a nun from Stanbrook Abbey which is
about ten minutes drive away. This provided me with the opportunity to interact
with other monks from the English Benedictine Congregation who were also
closer to my age. I really enjoyed writing the philosophy essays which enabled
me to broaden both my religious and philosophical reading. The course really hit
home the intricate link between the disciplines of philosophy and theology while
also providing me with an opportunity to present my philosophical reasonings in
a similar manner to a lawyer presenting his case.
With the completion of my philosophy course and had the opportunity to go to

Rome to study theology. In September 2017 I went to Padua to learn some basic
Italian while staying with the Benedictine community at Santa Giustina before the
beginning of the academic year in October. The community there were very
welcoming and it was a great privilege to be able to sing Vespers and attend
Holy Mass in the chapel housing the relics of St Luke the evangelist. The relics of
St Matthias are also contained in the chapel opposite St Luke’s. I also of course
got to visit the shine of St Anthony of Padua in the nearby basilica dedicated to
him. I made a day trip to Venice in particular to visit the shrine of St Mark the
evangelist in his great basilica there. This was of particular importance to me as I
took St Mark as my confirmation patron. 
After my month in Padua I took the train south to Rome and took up residence in
the Benedictine House of Sant’Anselmo. Sant’Anselmo is the home to the Abbot
Primate of the Benedictine Confederation as well as his Curia, it is also the
Pontifical Institute for Liturgy, as well as offering other courses for study. It also
provides accommodation for those studying in Rome particularly Benedictines.
Although Sant’Anselmo offers a theology course it is taught in Italian so I instead
elected to attend the theology course offered by the Dominicans at the Pontifical
University of Saint Thomas Aquinas (the Angelicum) as they provide the option of
studying in English.
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The damaging effect of Welsh Government proposals

On March 14th 2020, The Tablet, in its
Education Supplement, published an
article by Paul Barber, the Director of the
Catholic Education Service, about “the
largely unreported press or social media
discourse concerning the possible
damaging effect of the Welsh
Government proposals to put at risk the
future of Catholic education.”
Following the Welsh Government decision

to implement Professor Donaldson’s
”Successful Futures”, a new “Curriculum and
Assessment (Wales) Bill” was presented to
the Senedd on July 8th 2020 with an
intention that the Curriculum and
Assessment (Wales) Act would be applied
on a phased basis from 2021- 2022.
Whether the impact of Covid-19 will delay
that intention, has to be determined.
Part of the new curriculum is to provide a

broad and balanced curriculum suitable for
all ages, abilities and aptitudes. There are six
areas reflected in the curriculum;
Mathematics and Numeracy; Language
Literacy and Communication; Science and
Technology Expressive Arts; Health and
Wellbeing; and Humanities. Religious
Education is to be part of Humanities. This
would change its position within the purpose
of a school with a “religious character”. In
essence the proposed change would be to
Religion Values and Ethics and the parental
right of withdrawal which applies to RE and
RSE will be removed.

Teaching and learning

The latest consultation on RVE proposes to
compel Voluntary Aided schools to offer the
locally agreed syllabus as an alternative to
the denominational Religious Education, if a
parent so wishes. This is not expected in any
other type of school and makes the matter
prescriptive. Welsh Government requested
responses to the RVE proposal to be made
by July 28th 2020. No doubt at this time the
CES is monitoring progress and continuing
its dialogue with the Welsh Minister for
Education, Kirsty Williams.
As a counter argument to this contentious

Welsh Government consultative proposal,
what better evidence to present to the
Minister than that of a Voluntary Aided
Primary School in Wales that, more than
fulfils the objectives of its Instrument of
Government, exemplifying all that it should
be about in teaching and learning, whilst
fulfilling the rationale of a school with a
religious character, in this case, a Catholic
school situated in Cardiff the Capital of
Wales.
The “raison d’etre” and daily programme at

the school simply oozes the delivery of
Religion Values and Ethics throughout its
curricular and extra curricular provision. There
is a particular aspect of faith development
that is not taught but “caught’. As you enter
the school, the atmosphere bears that out.
The school in question is St Philip Evans

RC Primary School Cardiff. The evidence is
provided by Her Majesty’s Inspectors for
Schools, Estyn,, answerable to Welsh
Government, in its inspection report on the
school in September 2019.

A successful school

It is important to place the location of St
Philip Evans within the City of Cardiff to

understand the context in which the school
is so successful. Cardiff has a population of
approximately 470,000 in 2020. In 1950 it
was 310,000. Since 2015 it has grown by 16
500. It is a vibrant cosmopolitan city with a
magnificent Civic Centre, City Hall, National
Museum and University as well as the Welsh
College of Music and Drama plus Bute Park
and Cardiff Castle, all close to each other.
The Arts and Music are to the fore and it is a
popular destination for university studies.
There are 98 Primary schools, 18

Secondary schools and 7 Special schools in
the city, of which thirteen are VA Catholic
Primary schools and three are VA Catholic
Secondary schools.
St Philip Evans RC Primary School, one of

those thirteen VA primary schools, whose
mission statement, “We live the Gospel
values as we worship, learn and pray”, is
central to the ethos of the school. The school
was opened in 1975 to serve the
parishioners of St Philip Evans RC Parish.
The school is situated in Llanedeyrn. This is a
district in the North East of Cardiff. With the
district of Pentwyn, it forms the electoral ward
of Pentwyn, some three and a half miles from
the city centre. The ward has four Councillors
serving on the Cardiff City County Council.
Currently three of them are members of the
Welsh Liberal Democrats and one is a
Labour member. In parliamentary terms the
serving MP is Labour’s Jo Stevens.
In January 2020, St Philip Evans had 403

pupils on roll, 76% are Baptised Catholic
pupils. 360 pupils are of statutory age and
43 are in the nursery.
In the previous term only three pupils had

left. This was because two families moved
house. Attendance for the autumn term 2019
was 94.65%.
18.8% of the pupils have Free School

Meals, which is close to the national average
for Wales. 11.5% of the pupils have been
identified with Additional Learning Needs.
The school has a vibrant ethnic minority
population. 44% of pupils on roll are from
this background, of which 11% are Indian,
4.25% White European, and 3.5% other
Black African. 32% of the school population
speak English as an additional language and
of these the two most popular, are
Malayalam (4%) and Polish (4%)

An accolade of success

The Estyn Report covers five Inspection
areas; Standards; Wellbeing and attitudes to
learning; Teaching and Learning
experiences; Care, support and guidance
plus Leadership and management. In all
areas the judgement was “Excellent”, defined
as “Very strong, sustained performance and
practice”.
What is so pleasing is that this judgement

was the same as that of the previous Estyn
Inspection of St Philip Evans in 2013. How
many schools in Wales have achieved that
particular accolade?
It confirms what many parents frequently

comment upon: the care and teaching that
the staff deliver to the children is exemplary.
In these unprecedented times of Covid-19,
staff have been teaching on line as well as
serving in the hub for those children of key
workers and those with particular needs.
Members of staff have also been checking
on the wellbeing of the youngsters on a

regular basis. In the week beginning June
8th 2020 class teachers rang every child’s
home in their class to check on wellbeing
and learning. Four hundred calls were made.
324 conversations were held, otherwise
messages left. In other words, when siblings
are taken into account, over 80% of the
school population responded.
Evaluation of their work in these very

different times has been carried out by on
line surveys. Within an hour of emailing a
survey of parents for reaction and comment
on a particular matter, over a hundred
parents had responded.
Both these examples are clear affirmation

of the high regard the school and staff are
held in the community.

Outstanding

If the school had been inspected under the
Ofsted revised 2019 Framework, St Philip
Evans would surely have been given the
judgement of “outstanding” as the school
“securely and consistently” would have met
the criteria of “Good” in all relevant areas. To
be “exceptional” the school would have to
meet all the criteria reckoned to be
“outstanding” in all Ofsted’s key judgements
of the four categories and the school’s
safeguarding had to be effective.
Estyn reported “the school’s arrangements

for safeguarding pupils meets requirements
and give no cause for concern” St Philip
Evans would have been viewed as
“exceptional”
The summary in the Estyn Report states:

“St Philip Evans Roman Catholic School is a
highly learning and nurturing school. Most
pupils make very good progress in their
learning. They develop very strong literacy,
numeracy and information and
communication technology (ICT) skills and
apply these confidently. Their wellbeing and
attitudes to learning are exemplar. Nearly all
are kind, caring and supportive of each
other.
Leadership at the school is very strong.

The head teacher leads the school expertly
Leaders at all levels know staff and pupils
well and work successfully to create a
harmonious, nurturing environment. They
create a culture of continuous improvement
that values and supports all staff beneficially.
The governing body supports them ably
The school’s curriculum is engaging and

teachers and support staff ensure that all
pupils including those with particular needs
receive highly effective support. This ensures
that pupils are happy in school and engage
well with their learning”

A tremendous achievement

Cllr Sarah Merry, Cabinet Member for
Education, Employment and Skills at Cardiff
County Council wrote to the head teacher on
December 10th 2019, immediately the report
was published, expressing the
congratulations of the Cardiff Local Authority
on the outcome as “a tremendous
achievement that recognises very strong
sustained performance and practice in all
aspects of education and teaching following
on from the previous inspection report in
2013 when the school was judged “Excellent
“in all categories” and the undoubted
successes as “testimony to your own
personal leadership over the last twenty

years”
Leadership is the key and is consistently

maintained at a high level. Ms Catherine
Power has been crucial to this outcome. As
inspectors stated the head teacher “has
established a clear vision for the school and
communicated it successfully to staff
parents and pupils”. Communication with the
parents is a major strength. The head
teacher’s management and direction across
all aspects of the school is robust and
persistent but inclusive and balanced. As
one of the governors who responded to an
evaluation of governance stated “Teachers
with responsibility are invited to give papers
on the philosophy and practice of areas of
the curriculum, anticipated national changes
and the impact on the school”, clear
evidence that there is no separation of the
head teacher from other staff. Leadership is
shared with all, from Deputy through to
middle managers. The creation of staff triads
that includes experienced staff with new
staff, has led to team teaching and
continuous professional development with
clear accountability.
Inspectors considered the pupils’ learning,

their participation and relationship with staff
and each other to be outstanding and were
very impressed with the ethos and
demeanour engendered. It stems from the
full implementation of policies. Currently the
Respectful Relationships Policy, often called
Anti bullying has been reviewed. The policy
includes the United Nations Children’s Rights
It is essentially a working document that

involves the School Council as well the wider
pupils’ voices to fulfil “creating a classroom
atmosphere where all children are valued
and appreciated”
The purpose of the introduction the new

curriculum (“the four purposes”) of
Education of Wales: Our National Mission
2017 is to support our children to be
“ambitious capable learners: healthy
confident individuals; enterprising creative
contributors and ethical informed citizens” St
Philip Evans is already a pretty good
representative of this goal. In the
implementation of the new curriculum St
Philip Evans has moved from being a
Pioneer School to one of Lead Enquiry.
The success of the school is recognised

by the numbers of visiting teaching
colleagues, overseas visitors, plus at least
two Welsh Government Ministers of
Education. Governors Cymru Services
congratulated the school on its report with
the comment “Well done all of you”, a clear
recognition of inclusivity.
The inspectors affirmed the effective

embedding of pupils’ spiritual and moral
awareness into the teaching and learning
and referred “to the successful promotion of
the tolerance and understanding of disability,
race and gender”.
This only affirms what the school is about;

emphasising the gospels values of loving
and caring for one’s neighbours, whilst
delivering effective curricular and extra
curricular activities, reflecting the linguistic
and diversity of Wales and the school.
Surely this a complete answer to the

Welsh Government proposals!

Michael Howells 
Chair of Governors July 2020
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