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Damian lays the Christ 
Child in his cradle

A moving moment at the Vigil Mass at St David’s Metropolitan Cathedral as young
Damian brings Baby Jesus to the Manger as Fr Daniel Stanton looks on.

A REFLECTION
FOR EPIPHANY
AND THE 
NEW YEAR
– By Archbishop George Stack

The Empress Helena was no ordinary person. Mother of the Roman
Emperor Constantine (272-337 AD), she was a woman before her
time. An intrepid traveller and observer of people high and low, she
undertook a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, to Jerusalem, to find the
holy sites associated with the life,death and resurrection of Jesus. 

Tradition has it that in making her way to Calvary, she discovered the

relics of the true cross and began the ancient custom of “Creeping to

the Cross”.

The novelist Evelyn Waugh gives another insight into the character

and faith of this extraordinary woman in the novel which bears her name

– Helena. The scene is Bethlehem, in the Church of the Nativity, to

which she has come to celebrate the Christmas feast. 

As the priests enter to begin the Mass, she sees in her mind’s eye

three wise men who have come to adore Jesus. The fact that the

tradition alternates between wise men and kings somehow pinpoints

the world’s dilemmas about whether the answers lie in power or

knowledge.

These are her sort of people: clever, devious, complicated, nervous.

They were the late arrivals on the scene. She speaks to them through Waugh’s beautiful prose:

“Like me, you were late in coming. The shepherds were here long before; even the cattle. They

had joined the chorus of angels before you were on your way.

How laboriously you came, taking sights and calculating, where the shepherds run barefoot.

How odd you looked on the road, attended by what outlandish liveries, laden with such

preposterous gifts.

You came at length to the final stage of your pilgrimage and the great star stood still above

you. What did you do? You stopped to call on King Herod. Deadly exchange of compliments in

which began that unended war of mobs and magistrates against the innocent.

You came and were not turned away. You too found room before the manger. Your gifts were

not needed, but they were accepted and put carefully by.You are my especial patrons, and

patrons of all latecomers, of all who have tedious journey to make to the truth, of all who are

confused with knowledge and speculation, of all who through politeness make themselves

partners in guilt, of all who stand in danger by reason of their talents”.

The words of Helena ring down the ages and have a special

resonance at the beginning of the year 2020. 

The complications of our social, political, economic life

make for nervousness at the very least, worry and fear at

the worst. In what direction will our country go in this new

post Brexit world? What resources will be made available

to relieve the crisis in the National Health Service which is

so important to us all? What pressures will our schools

experience and our children have to adjust to in a time of

increasing costs and ever limited resources? How to solve

the problems of homelessness on our streets? Are violence

and knife crime inevitable scourges in our time?

The lesson of Epiphany is that,having recognised the

true light, the Wise Men have to return to their own

country “by another way”. Their lives and their

study, their view of reality can never be the

same again. At the dawn of a new decade,

when our country has set out on an unknown

journey, each person will need to travel by a

new way, adjusting our sights, our hopes and

aspirations in the light of decisions which

have been made. The polarisation we have

experienced in the last three years has

been the cause of intolerance and

• Continued on Page 3
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Your Catholic People…

ARCHBISHOP 
GEORGE’S 
ENGAGEMENTS

JANUARY 2020

1 January Mass for New Year’s Day Usk Prison 10am

Mass for New Year’s Day Cardiff Cathedral 12.30

5 January Mass and Epiphany Party Cardiff Cathedral 5.30

6 January Diocesan Offices, Swansea. 11am

8 January Province Meeting Ludlow 4pm

9 January Province meeting concludes 1pm

13 January Diocesan Offices Swansea 11.00

14 January Clergy Welfare Board Meeting PRC 2.00

20 January Meeting of Diocesan Trustees ABH 9.30

21 January Meeting of Bishops Conference Standing Committee

22 January Meeting of Standing Committee continued

27 January Diocesan Offices Swansea 11.00

Centenary Dinner Cardiff Catenians (Circle 36) 7.30

29 January CSLP Presents Graduation Certificates 6.00

OBITUARY:
Dom David (John Patrick) Bird, 1937-2019

Father David Bird died on New Year’s Eve,
fortified by the Rites of the Holy Church. He
had been professed for 63 years and
ordained for 58 years. His death will be
mourned by many around the world, but he
leaves a remarkably wide-ranging
theological legacy. 

Father David attended Belmont Abbey

School, and then joined the monastery in

1955. He became curate in Belmont Parish

with Father Luke Wareing in the 1960s, as well

as teaching at the School. Some time was

spent at St Begh’s in Whitehaven before he

went to Peru with Father Luke and Father Paul

Stonham in 1981. These three priests were the

founding fathers of Tambogrande Monastery in

the Archdiocese of Piura. In August 2006 the

community moved to Pachacamac in the

Diocese of Lurin, 30 miles south of Lima.

Father David worked in Peru for a record 37

years, loved for his care and compassion by

the local communities wherever he served. 

During those years he was Assistant Pastor

in Tambogrande, followed by three stints as

Parish Priest in Piura, Negritos and San Miguel

de Pallaques in northern Peru, and finally as

Superior of the Monastery of the Incarnation at

Pachacamac. The story of much of his time in

Peru is vividly told in a chapter of the book

Belmont Abbey: Celebrating 150 years, co-

written by Father David and Abbot Paul.

Sadly, ill-health meant that he had to return

to Belmont in early 2018, just as the

community was moving to its new home at

Monasterio de Santa María de la Santísima

Trinidad. The move back was by no means a

quiet retirement: Father David led retreats and

taught in the monastery despite his increasing

frailty. 

Whilst in Peru Father David had produced a

newspaper called The Tambogrande Times,

which was posted out to friends and

benefactors. He then readily embraced

technology and for a number of years ran

various blogs. One called Monks and

Mermaids gained an international reputation,

exploring Catholic and Orthodox relations and

the spiritual life of both East and West as well

as contemplative practice and monastic life.

He wrote several books on theology and

contributed numerous articles to journals and

magazines, drawing on his own experiences

and links with religious communities across the

world. 

Fr David’s body will be received into the

Abbey Church on Monday, 13th January, at

7.45pm. His Requiem Mass will be celebrated

on Tuesday, 14th January, at 2.30pm. May he

rest in peace.  

Let Biblical Inspiration 
Fire Your Imagination!
3 minute reading and meditation with Teresa O’Driscoll 
Email: teresa@teresaodriscoll.co.uk
You will need a bible, a chair, and few minutes alone

Jesus said, “…love one another. By this everyone will
know that you are my disciples…”
John 13:35

Romantic love is in the air as we approach Valentine’s Day.
For Christians though, as God is Love: every day, every
moment, we are challenged by Jesus’ commandment to
show love to everyone we cross paths with. We do so by
being helpful, forgiving, generous, kind, and so on.
Sometimes showing love is easy. But at other times it can
prove extremely difficult. Yet we are bound to try. If you are
struggling with this the following meditation could give your
efforts a boost!
1. Read John 13:34-35 
2. Sit up straight and close your eyes. Breathe in deeply through the nose. Hold a few

seconds. Breathe out through the mouth and as you do so feel the whole of your body
relax.

3. Now meditate for a few moments on the fact that Jesus, as God made man, was fully
aware of the potential difficulties His commandment would stir up. That our human nature
would sometimes cause a tussle between self-concern and demonstrating the love He
wants of us.   

4. Now say this prayer – or one of your own – ‘Dear Lord Jesus, because of my love for You, I
want to always follow Your commandment to love. Please will You help me daily to rise to
this challenge. And please also remind me that when I do so I am filled with joy! I ask this
through the same Christ our Lord. Amen’

5. When you are ready breathe in and out deeply as before. Then open your eyes and have a
big stretch.

Prayerfully hoping the above meditation helps in your desire to do what Jesus asks.
God bless
Teresa
For more on the above topic please see Teresa’s blog: http://teresaodriscoll.blogspot.co.uk/
Teresa O’Driscoll is the author of 9 Days to Heaven, How to make everlasting meaning of

your life.

Diploma in Relationship Counselling
Are you looking for an exciting opportunity to extend and develop
your counselling skills into the field of relationship counselling and
put what you’ve learnt into practice on a placement?

The Training
Marriage Care’s Diploma in Relationship Counselling will train you to

counsel couples using an attachment and Emotionally Focused Therapy

approach, and will provide you with a 70 hour placement to put your skills

into practice.

After completion of the Diploma, it is our hope that you would continue on

with us, benefitting from ongoing CPD, training opportunities and further

support.

What’s Included
- Exceptional standard of training

- 70 hr local placement

- Residential training

- Accommodation and meals included

- Travel expenses national support

- Supervision and Insurance

- Local and al support

The above training is offered for a very competitive price of £1800.

Counsellors who continue with Marriage Care after the training will receive

ongoing CPD, Supervision, local /regional support, travel expenses and

insurance for a minimal commitment of just two counselling sessions per

week.

The Diploma will take place over four weekends starting Sept 2020 and will

be held at Kents Hill Park Training and Conference Centre, Milton Keynes.

Requirements
To enroll for this training, you will need to hold a minimum Level 4 Diploma

(or equivalent) in Counselling and have at least 100 hours of supervised

practice. Recruitment for the role will involve interview at your local

Marriage Care centre and participation in a national Selection Day.

Selection days and Training Weekends will take place at Kent’s Hill Park

Training Centre, Milton Keynes.

About Marriage Care
Marriage Care is a faith-based national charity providing nearly 6,500

relationship counselling sessions each year from 100 locations in England,

Wales and Gibraltar. All our centres and services are run by volunteers and

this means that we can provide counselling sessions on a donation basis,

ensuring that everyone can access the support they need.

Interested?
Visit our website for further details and to download our information pack,

or contact us:

www.marriagecare.org.uk/get-involved

rebecca@marriagecare.org.uk
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Editorial
Integrity in public
office 
We have just come through a General
Election which showed how disunited the
country is.

Before the election a message from the
Catholic Bishops of England and Wales
said: “This General Election is profoundly
important to the United Kingdom. Catholics
cannot simply ‘watch from the balcony’.
Conscious of the common good of every
person and our society as a whole, we ask
everyone to engage with the election and
vote.

“Honest political activity depends upon
integrity. We urge all in public life to
recognise that telling the truth, not making
vindictive and abusive comments or
unattainable promises, are essential.”

This is so true. The reported amount of
abuse on social media aimed at candidates
from all parties did politics no favour.
Moreover, when we look at the leaders of
both the main political parties,
Conservative and Labour, we must reflect
on past political leaders who showed a
greater example of probity and tolerance
of other political views.

Our bishops said in their message: “As
Pope Francis reminds us, good politics is
at the service of peace.

“Citizens have a duty to emphasise and
help shape a politics rooted in the service
of human rights and peace. The test of any
policy should be its impact upon human
dignity, particularly for the most
disadvantaged in our society.”

Let us hope that the new MPs, in
Government and in Opposition, reflect on
dignity in public life and work together as a
Parliament for the betterment of our
nation.

H. TOVEY • J. TOVEY
J. CORTEN • R. DALE

K. FOSTER • D. O’CONNELL

01633 266848
Newport Funeral Home,

9/11 Cardiff Road, Newport
(opposite Royal Gwent Hospital)

www.toveybros.co.uk

A trusted family business serving 
local families and the community in

South East Wales for six generations

            

A REFLECTION FOR EPIPHANY
AND THE NEW YEAR – By Archbishop George Stack

distrust on so many levels. Let us

make a new beginning.

The annual “New Year’s Resolution”

is often a feeble attempt to start

afresh, renewed and reinvigorated by

the Christmas feast. One visionary

experience which is lighting up visitors

to London is the exhibition of the

works of William Blake at the Tate

Gallery. 

Marking his birth 262 years ago, the

exhibition goes far beyond the words

of his well loved poem “Jerusalem”. 

A revolutionary at heart, Blake

abhorred social injustice and hated

slavery. In his drawings and paintings

he saw visions of a new world and

wrote about it powerfully in his poem

‘Songs of Innocence and Experience’.

Affirming that we are made in the

image and likeness of God, Blake

insists that human compassion –

Mercy, Pity, Peace and Love – must

have a divine origin wherever it is

encountered. 

And so he writes:

For mercy has a human heart,

Pity a human face,

And Love, the human form divine,

And Peace, the human dress.

Nonetheless, we can distort the divine

image in our lives:

Cruelty has a human heart,

And Jealousy a human face;

Terror the human form divine,

And secrecy the human dress.

The human dress is forged iron,

The human form a fiery forge,

The human face a furnace seal’d

The human heart its hungry gorge.

Ultimately, he believes in the triumph

abiding presence of God saying:

For Mercy,Pity,Peace and Love

Is God our Father dear,

And Mercy, Pity, Peace, and Love

Is Man, his child and care.

Pope Francis reflects on Epiphany -
Page 7

• Continued from Page 1

Saint Helena was the Emperor Constantine’s mother and visited the Holy Land in search of relics and
recollections of Christ’s life.

Pope Francis names Vicar 
General a papal chaplain
It has been announced that Pope Francis has named Canon Joseph
Boardman a “Chaplain to His Holiness”.

The newly stylised Monsignor Boardman presently serves as Vicar General to

the Archdiocese of Cardiff and as parish priest of Penarth and Dinas Powys.  Prior

to his appointment to Penarth, Monsignor Boardman serves as secretary to

Archbishop Ward.

The naming as a Papal Chaplain comes in recognition of his many years of

dedicated service to the Church.

We wish our heartfelt congratulations to the new Monsignor on this recognition.

May God continue to bless his ministry among us.
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A splendid event at St Davi
There was a splendid Lessons and Carols held at St Davids Cathedral in
Cardiff.
Under the Director of Music Jeffrey Howard the choir of the Cathedral gave an

inspirational performance which really led us up to Christmas and Jeffrey

conducted not only the choir and instrumentalists but we in the congregation in

the music which we love.

Adding to the music were the instrumentalists Corey Morris, Helen Whitemore,

Lawrence Plant, Dafydd Thomas, Andrew McDadw, Anthony Capel, Alun

Hathaway and Rahel Howards, The combination of brass, percussion and harp

and the choir were splendid and set the scene for Christmas.

A lovely preview for our great day celebrating the birth of our Saviour!

Percussion played a great part in the ceremony Archbishop George blesses the Holy Crib
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d’s Cathedral

Above: Music
Diretor Jeffrey
Howard and the
Cathedral Choir
gave a magnificent
performance.

Right: St David’s
Metropolitan
Cathedral was filled
with worshipers
who enjoyed a
splendid service of
Lessons and Carols

Far left: Fr Stanton
directs the children
who paid their
tributes a the Crib

Left: The brass
group were
impressive

Bottom far left: Fr
Stanton pays his
tribute at the Crib

Bottom left: The
clergy process into
the service
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University Festival of
Lessons and Carols
The Cardiff University Catholic Chaplaincy held a Festival of Lessons and Carols at the
University Church at Nazareth House.

The University Chaplain Father Sebastian Jones said: "The challenge and values of an

international community such as ours is that this diversity and inclusivity are not for their own

sake, but rather formed of a vision where fraternity and sorority are not constructs within an ever-

changing framework of reference, but rather grow out of the Mystery of Who Jesus Christ is.

Such a community as Newman Hall is a challenge and can be challenging for those who share

in its life.. The call to serve Christ in one's neighbour and welcome Him is the visitor be they

known or strangers to us, call for human maturity and faith. The Eucharistic sacrifice is the model

for our welcome and the measure of our generosity.

"The innate dignity of the person is once again at the heart of this year's collection for Llamau,

the Charity caring for homeless young people in Wales. We also record our gratitude to the

members of the Order of St Lazarus for their presence and support of Cardiff University students

through their medical student bursary.

Pope presides over Mass for Epiphany
Pope Francis celebrated Mass for the feast of the
Epiphany on Monday January 6 2020 in St Peter's
Basilica, telling the faithful that “through worship
we discover that the Christian life is a love story
with God”.

The Holy Father said: In the Gospel (Mt 2:1-12), the

Magi begin by stating the reason why they have come:

“We have seen his star in the East, and have come to

worship him” (v. 2). Worship is the end and goal of their

journey. Indeed, when they arrived in Bethlehem, “they

saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down

and worshiped him” (v. 11). Once we lose the sense of

worship, we lose our direction in the Christian life, which

is a journey towards the Lord, not towards ourselves.

The Gospel warns us about this risk, for alongside the

Magi it presents others who are incapable of worship.

First of all, there is King Herod, who uses the word

worship, but only to deceive. He asks the Magi to tell

him where the child is to be found, “so that I too may

come and adore him” (v. 8). The fact is that Herod

worshiped only himself; that is why he wanted to rid

himself of the child through a lie. What does this teach

us? That when we do not worship God, we end up

worshiping ourselves.

In addition to Herod, other people in the Gospel are

incapable of worship: they are the chief priests and the

scribes. They tell Herod with great precision where the

Messiah is to be born: in Bethlehem of Judea (cf. v. 5).

They know the prophecies and can quote them exactly.

They know where to go, but they do not go there. Here

too we can draw a lesson. In the Christian life, it is not

enough to be knowledgeable: unless we step out of

ourselves, unless we encounter others and worship, we

cannot not know God. Theology and pastoral

effectiveness mean little or nothing unless we bend the

knee; unless we kneel down like the Magi, who were

not only knowledgeable about planning a journey, but

also capable of setting out and bowing down in

worship. Once we worship, we come to realize that faith

is not simply a set of fine doctrines, but a relationship

with a living Person whom we are called to love. It is in

encountering Jesus face to face that we come to see

him as he is. Through worship, we discover that the

Christian life is a love story with God, where what really

matters is not our fine ideas but our ability to make him

the centre of our loves, as lovers do with those whom

they love. This is what the Church ought to be, a

worshiper in love with Jesus her spouse.

As we begin the New Year, may we discover anew

that faith demands worship. If we can fall on our knees

before Jesus, we will overcome the temptation to set off

on our own path.

Worship means going to Jesus without a list of

petitions, but with one request alone: to abide with him.

It is about discovering that joy and peace increase with

praise and thanksgiving. In worship, we allow Jesus to

heal and change us. In worship, we make it possible for

the Lord to transform us by his love, to kindle light amid

our darkness, to grant us strength in weakness and

courage amid trials.

Many Christians pray but they do not worship. Let us

ask ourselves this question: Do we find time for worship

in our daily schedules and do we make room for

worship in our communities? It is up to us, as a Church,

to put into practice the words we prayed in today’s

Psalm: “All the peoples on earth will worship you, O

Lord”. In worshiping, we too will discover, like the Magi,

the meaning of our journey. And like the Magi, we too

will experience “a great joy” (Mt 2:10).

Full text of the Pope’s Epiphany address is at

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-

01/pope-presides-over-mass-for-epiphany.html
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A Festival of Lessons and Carols
For the first time in over 34 years a Lord
Mayor of Cardiff attended the Festival of
Lessons and Carols at The Cardiff Oratory
Parish of St Alban on the Moors, Splott.
Cardiff.
The Rt. Hon Councillor Dan De'Ath, Lord Mayor of

Cardiff, was welcomed by the Very Rev. Fr Sebation

Jones, Rector of the Oratory.

The Clerks dnd Scholars of the Cardiff Oratory,

Director of Music Mr Tomos Watkins, sang a

beautiful Antiphon at Lauds for Christmas Day

(Richard Dering 1580-1630) followed by O magnum

mysterium (Tomas Luis de Victoria 1548-1611).

They also sang the splendid Orthodox liturgy in the

shape of Rachmaninov's Bogoroditse Dyevo. The

junior Choir of the Cardiff Oratory sang a moving

Away in a Manger.

Readers were Mr Peter Maunder, Br Illtyd M, Dr

David Woolf, Mrs Rachel Woodward, Mr Samuel

Hartley, President of the Catholic Society, Fr David

Hathaway, Bro Ambrose M and Fr Sebastian M.

Fr Sebastian, on behalf of the Oratorian Community,

thanked the families for the welcome the community

had received since their arrival at St Alban's in

August 2019

Councillor Dan De’Ath honoured the service as
Lord Mayor of Cardiff

The Clerks and Scholars of the Cardiff Oratory

A beautiful Holy Crib decorated the church

The Clergy processed into St Alban’s The sweet voices of the junior choir
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New website for Laity, Family and Life
Faith in Politics, the Parliamentary
and Public Affairs Internship run by
the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of
England and Wales, has been
featured on www.laityinvolved.org, a
new website launched by the Holy
See’s Dicastery for Laity, Family and
Life. 

The website hosts initiatives and “best

practices” which contribute to the

formation of the lay faithful.

The Dicastery said: ‘The mission of the

site is to be a reference point for

pastoral agents, lay movements, and all

those who are interested in finding ways

to engage with the lay faithful in their

countries and their communities.

The Dicastery's idea to create such an

essential site was born after an

international meeting on the formation of

the lay faithful held last year.

Representatives of different Bishops'

Conferences presented to the Dicastery

some of their best activities in the field

of evangelization and the promotion of

the lay faithful in their respective

countries. 

Even before the international meeting,

the Dicastery made a survey among all

the Episcopal Conferences to learn

about the activity of each of them with

the laity.’

In April 2019, the Faith in Politics

interns and the coordinators of the

scheme met with members of the

Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life to talk

about the scheme and to learn about

the work of the Dicastery.

Bishop John Arnold, Bishop for the

Faith in Politics scheme, said: ‘I am

delighted that Faith in Politics has been

chosen to feature as an example of

worldwide best practice of formation of

the laity. 

The scheme has prepared over one

hundred Catholic graduates for a career

in public life and makes real difference

to the mission of the Church, to civic life

in our country, and to those with whom

the interns work.’

Faith in Politics is a Catholic

Parliamentary and Public Affairs

internship scheme which uniquely offers

a foundation of Catholic faith and

spiritual formation for those who believe

that they may have a vocation to public

service in politics or public affairs.

Importantly their journey begins and

ends with a retreat, and spiritual

guidance is an integral part of the year.

Applications for Faith in Politics 2020-

21 are now open and more information

can be found on

www.faithinpolitics.org.uk. Applications

close on 28 February 2020.

Archbishop supports the rights of

parents Archbishop Stack writes: The

Welsh Government wants to take away

the rights of parents to withdraw their

children from both Religious Education

(RE) and Relationships and Sex

Education (RSE). They also want to

dumb-down the subject of RE and force

schools to teach children about

worldviews instead.

The Church teaches that family is

much more than just a unit in the culture

or economy. Parents are the primary

educators of their children and our

schools aid them in that task. While

parents may choose various modes of

education for their children it remains the

parents' duty above anyone else's to

teach their children. 

This necessarily means remaining

informed and involved in the education

children are receiving and

supplementing or moderating when the

need arises. The proposals by the Welsh

Government remove this fundamental

basic right of parents.

Concern must also be taken when

looking at the Religious Education

provision for our children. For families

who do not currently have the option of

sending their children to a Catholic

school, they must be allowed to retain

the right to withdraw their child from RE

in their own school. 

Also the proposed introduction of

worldviews as a central focus for RE

provision moves the subject away from a

theological discipline into a more

sociological model i.e. removing God

who is at the centre of everything and

replacing Him with secular ideology.

Archbishop George is asking

parishioners to urgently contact their

Assembly Members and demand that

the State does not usurp parents' rights

to decide how to teach these sensitive

topics to their children. 

To contact your AMS please visit
the Catholic Education Service
website
www.catholiceducation.org.uk.

Archbishop supports the rights of parents
Archbishop Stack writes: The Welsh Government wants
to take away the rights of parents to withdraw their
children from both Religious Education (RE) and
Relationships and Sex Education (RSE). They also want
to dumb-down the subject of RE and force schools to
teach children about worldviews instead.

The Church teaches that family is much more than just a

unit in the culture or economy. Parents are the primary

educators of their children and our schools aid them in that

task. While parents may choose various modes of education

for their children it remains the parents' duty above anyone

else's to teach their children. This necessarily means

remaining informed and involved in the education children

are receiving and supplementing or moderating when the

need arises. The proposals by the Welsh Government

remove this fundamental basic right of parents.

Concern must also be taken when looking at the Religious

Education provision for our children. For families who do not

currently have the option of sending their children to a

Catholic school, they must be allowed to retain the right to

withdraw their child from RE in their own school. Also the

proposed introduction of worldviews as a central focus for RE

provision moves the subject away from a theological

discipline into a more sociological model i.e. removing God

who is at the centre of everything and replacing Him with

secular ideology.

Archbishop George is asking parishioners to urgently

contact their Assembly Members and demand that the State

does not usurp parents' rights to decide how to teach these

sensitive topics to their children. To contact your AMS please

visit the Catholic Education Service website

www.catholiceducation.org.uk.

Sister Ruth suffers with the homeless
Sister Ruth, Daughter of Charity, Ely, Cardiff

On Friday night, November 22nd
2019, well protected by warm
clothing and plastic sheeting, I
spent another night outside,
sleeping, sitting, standing, walking,
in Cardiff City Centre. It was the
11th Annual Sponsored Sleep-out
for our Accommodation Project
‘Home4U’. 

Other Catholic members of the team

sleeping out were Mary Ward &

Roswitha Davies from Penarth & Dinas

Powys Parishes. Other team members

are all committed to Social Justice and

many are from other Christian

denominations. Each year, this event

raises funds to help us cover running

costs for the project, utility bills, a TV

licence, and a small weekly allowance

£20 for our residents. We are now

about to use the sixth property since

we began in 2007, each has come

from a quite different source, including

the Diocese of course, all generously

supporting us.

For me, what is striking during the

Sleep-out is how long some bits of the

night can feel while other bits

disappear quickly somehow! That’s

how I hear it is too in the lives of those

we support. Days, weeks, months and

years can drag by or

somehow be ‘gone’ as they

try to find the protection they

need in the UK in order to be

safe and live a normal life.

Getting through one night is

easy enough for me in the

context of a life that has

security, purpose and hope,

but for many with whom we

work, this is what we are

struggling to find and uphold.

A highlight for me in

relation to the Sleep-out this

year was the determined

interest of two young

Parishioners. One visited us,

delighting the team with her

very successful leaflet

distribution skills and her

amazing explanations of

what we were doing. 

The other young person,

disappointed that he was too young to

sleep out, hopes to organise another

event to support our fundraising.

Meanwhile some older members of

my Community at a Care Home in

Essex supported us by being

sponsored for the ‘steps’ they walked.

With pedometers, they counted almost

2 million steps and raised £1,100! It’s

too early to calculate out Sleepout

total yet but we will let you know.

Thank you to all who supported the

Sleep-out and to the many individuals

and Parishes in Cardiff who support

our work in other ways. Please also

keep this work in your prayers. Thank

you.

See editorial on page 3

Sister Ruth and other Catholic colleagues
experience the trauma faced day in day out, year by
year, of rough sleepers.

Worshippers at a Catholic church have won
their appeal to the Vatican against it being
shut down.

The last mass was celebrated at St Michael’s
and All Angels Church in Conwy on 11
February 2018 and the Bishop of Wrexham
declared it closed.

Some churchgoers appealed to the
Congregation for the Clergy at the Vatican and
have been told their appeal has been
successful.

The bishop said the permanent closure of
the church cannot take place. He will now
consider the consequences of the decision
along with other church officials.

The parishioners who organised the appeal
said they had approached the bishop to
discuss what happens next to the church, but
would not be commenting while this takes
place.

They spent several weeks raising money,
getting advice from specialist church lawyers
and putting their case together for submission
to the Vatican.

A spokesman for the Bishop of Wrexham
said: “The intended permanent closure of the
church cannot currently take place. 

“The consequences of that decision have
now to be considered by the bishop along with
the parish priest, the presbyteral council of the
diocese and the diocesan trustees, as well as
the parish finance committee and pastoral
council.”

Church closure
appeal reversed

Wanted for the
Missions

Large Statues (Even damaged

ones), old vestments, pictures,

church fittings, rosaries, prayer

books, religious books, relics etc.

Please ring 
Mr. B. Ferris KSC, 

102 Moor St, Earlsdon, 
Coventry CV5 6EY
M: 07764 460041
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