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Pictured Right: After his ordination at the Abbey Church of St Michael and all Angels,
Belmont,  the newly-ordained Father Alistair gave his first communion as a priest and
here blessed baby Bertram Nicholls, in the arms of his proud mum Kitty. Bertram's
father Jonathan is parish organist at Belmont Abbey.
More details of the ordination and photographs on pages 4 and 5.

Fr Alistair gives his first blessing

“LET THE GOOD YOU
DO LIVE AFTER YOU”
In funding our Catholic faith Archbishop
George reviews the past and looks to the
future in the archdiocese.

For almost 2000 years the Christian religion
has been an established feature of the life and
culture of the people of Wales.

Its Celtic origins have defined our nation
and, over the years, has adapted to the
challenges of successive generations. 

The Catholic Church in Wales has good
reason to be proud of its noble history, not
least the witness of the martyrs who gave their
lives for the Faith. 

From the re-establishment of the Catholic
Hierarchy in 1850 to the foundation of the
modern Archdiocese of Cardiff in 1916,
important foundations were laid to ensure that
Catholic life and worship flourished in the new
circumstances of the Industrial Revolution. 

Pennies of the poor
During those early years, many of our
churches were established and built on the
“pennies of the poor”, migrant workers from
Ireland and Italy who flocked to Wales in the
19th century attracted by the possibility of
employment in the coal industry and steel
works. We have good reason to be grateful for
that heritage. 

The challenges of the mid to late 20th
century, although different, were no less
demanding than those of our forefathers. The
expansion of schools and churches
demanded a new kind of generosity. The
eventual decline of coal and steel meant a
decline in employment in many areas. Yet still
the Church maintained its presence and life
and still does today. 

Our future
Now we need to look to the future to ensure
the preservation, fostering and growth of the

Catholic faith for future generations. The
Church has always depended on the
generosity of its parishioners to maintain both
the parishes and schools as well as the
outreach work carried on in the name of
Jesus. 

New ways of donating to this work are being
presented all the time, but one of the most
effective means of doing so is by leaving a gift
to the Church in your will. A number of people
have recently done so, as can be seen from
the Bequest leaflet included with this edition of
Catholic People. With their encouragement, we
are making information available to help in this
important decision. 

How you can help
The Bequest leaflet contains a message from
Archbishop George and outlines details of the
existing commitments of the Archdiocese of
Cardiff. These range from the maintenance of
churches and schools, the formation and
training of new priests, the care of retired
priests and outreach to the wider community
in projects such as care for Syrian refugees

Church buildings are signs of our vibrant
presence in communities and we are blessed
with many outstanding examples throughout
the Archdiocese. These historic buildings
demand care and attention in their
maintenance and upkeep. 

Recent projects
In exercising this responsibility, parishes have
been helped by the Archdiocese itself, by
applications to Grant making Trusts and
generous donations from our parishioners.
Examples of some of the recent work
undertaken includes: 

THE DIFFERENCE YOU CAN MAKE 
The “Gift to our Church” legacy brochure highlights ways in which a legacy may be made to
the Church. Over the next few months, informal meetings will be held throughout the
Archdiocese to explain the importance of making such a bequest and the way in which to do
so. 

There will be an opportunity to meet staff from Archbishop’s House to discuss how tax
efficient for a person’s estate such a gift to charity can be. A will writing service is being
offered by a number of solicitors who can advise on the correct drafting of a will. 

• Continued on Page 7
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BEL – Belmont Abbey – The Retreats Secretary - email: retreats@belmontabbey.org.uk or tel: 07799 811 646. All
retreats begin with Vespers at 6.00 pm – check-in at Hedley Lodge from mid afternoon
LL – Ty Croeso Centre, Llantarnam Abbey, Cwmbran tel: 01633 867317
PRC – Pastoral Resources Centre, 910 Newport Road, Rumney, Cardiff tel: 029 20360044
St.P – St Peter’s Church, St Peter’s Street, Cardiff CF24 3BA

FEBRUARY

5th CES Gathering at Senned 11am.

8th-10th  Seren Poetry Festival The Cornerstone (See details on this page)

March 1st Dydd Gwyl Dewi: Yr Offeren yn Gymraeg. Come to celebrate St David’s Day at Mass in 

Welsh, St Teilo’s Church, Old Church Road, Whitchurch CF14 1AD. Bilingual booklets are 

provided, and refreshments will be served afterwards. Croeso cynnes i bawb. 

To list Archdiocesan and Deanery Events in this Diary contact:  Dr James Campbell-Editor. Archbishop’s
House, 43 Cathedral Road, Cardiff, CF11 9HD. Tel: (029) 2022 0411 Fax: (029) 2037 9036 
Email: publications@rcadc.org 
Articles to be received by the 20th of the month for inclusion in the following month.

ARCHBISHOP 
GEORGE’S 
ENGAGEMENTS

FEBRUARY 2019
Saturday 2 Mass at St. Philip Evans Church 5.15pm

Sunday 3 Mass at St. Philip Evans Church 1030am

Tuesday 5 Attends CES Gathering at Senned 11am

Thursday  7 Meeting at Archbishop’s House 11am

Friday 8 Annual Dinner of Guild of St. Stephen London 7.30pm

Tuesday 12 Visit to Archdiocese of Birmingham 11am

Saturday 16 Mass at St. Philp Evans Church 5.15pm

Sunday 17 ICEL Meeting in Rome 4pm

Saturday 23 ICEL Meeting concludes

Monday 25 Provincial Meeting of Bishops, Cardiff 12.00

ARCHDIOCESAN
DIARY OF EVENTS

PHILLIP TOM & SONS
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

…a family business that cares

Beaconsfield House
155a Commercial Street
Newport Road
Risca
Gwent NP11 6EY
01633 615005
www.pts-funerals.co.uk

• Owned and operated by a Catholic family with over 
25 years experience to understand your needs

• Chosen Funeral Directors to the Sisters of St Joseph, 
Llantarnam Abbey for over 25 years

• We are Licenced by the British Institute of Funeral   
Directors

• Offer free bereavement counselling
• Golden Charter Prepaid funeral plans available
• Monumental Masonry Service
• Serving all areas of South Wales

FRIDAY LENTEN LUNCHES
AT THE CORNESTONE
As in previous years, the Cathedral will be
hosting Leneten Lunches of Bread and
Soup on each Friday during Lent. These will
begin on Friday 8 march at 1.30pm. The
donations from the lunches will be given in
support of our Syrian Refugee Families
Project. There are now four refugee
families housed in the Diocese as a result
of this project and your generosity.

A variety of speakers from public and
religious life will give a talk during each of the
lunches. Shaun Edwards OBE, the legendary
rugby player and assistant coach (defence) for
the Welsh team has agreed to be our guest on
16 March. His only condition for appearing is
that we pray for a win for Wales the following
day in the Six Nations Match.

Shaun Edwards, OBE (born 17 October
1966) is a rugby union and rugby league
coach, and also a former rugby league
footballer. He is the assistant coach (defence)
of Wales, a post he has held since 2008. He
will return to Rugby League in 2020 as Head
Coach of his hometown Wigan, after
completing commitments with Wales in the
union World Cup.

A scrum-half or stand-off, Edwards is the
most decorated player in rugby league history,
with 37 winner's medals. In 2015 he was the
25th person inducted into the Rugby League
Hall of Fame.

As a schoolboy, he is the only player to have
captained England in both rugby league and

rugby union. He played for Wigan in the
Championship and Super League between
1983 and 1997, and also had spells with
Balmain Tigers, London Broncos (two spells)
and Bradford Bulls. Playing for Wigan, Edwards
won a record eight championships, and a
record nine Challenge Cups. In total he played
in eleven Challenge Cup finals, also a record.
He was voted Man of Steel in 1990 and is an
inductee of the Wigan Hall of Fame.

Edwards played 36 times for Great Britain,
and played for England in 1995 and 1996 and
Ireland in 1998. In all, he appeared in three
Rugby League World Cups.

He was previously assistant coach and head
coach at London Wasps, when the club won
two Heineken Cups and three Premiership
titles, leaving in November 2011. He was
defence coach for the British and Irish Lions
on their tour of South Africa in 2009.

Cardiff Priest who promoted social justice
Fr John Owen Hardwicke, born in Cardiff in
1924 has died at the age of 91.

He was the second son of Charles and Mary
and was baptised into the Church in Wales at
Llandaff Cathedral. Educated at Marlborough
College he studied for one term at New
College, Oxford,  before war bro out. He
registered as a conscientious objector to
military service and served with an ambulance
unit for relief and refugee work.

He was received into the Catholic Church
while serving in Germany and at the end of the
war returned to Oxford to complete his studies.
He was accepted as a student for the
priesthood by Bisho Petit of Geneva and
studied at theBeda College, in Rome until his
ordination at St Mary of the Angels, Canton,
Cardiff, on 25 April 1954.

Between 1954 and 1957 he served as the
bishop’s secretary while all serving as parish
priest at Roabon.

In 1968 he moved to Southampton to be
warden of a hostel for the Society of St
Dismas, a voluntary organisation involved in
the rehabilitation of young offenders. And later
returned to Cardiff University to work in the
chaplaincy. A later move to Wrexham  saw him
continuing his work with young people aged

16-25 facing percale crises.
During the 1980s he.  Became secretary of

CND Cymru and more involved in the peace
movement.. In 1996 he moved as temporary
priest in charge of Welshpool before retiring
that year when he continued a rising career.

In 2008 he returned to his roots in llandaff to
continue supply work in St Mary’s, Canton, Sts
Francis and Clare, Ely and at HMP Cardiff.

His health declined late last year and he
died peacefully in his sleep at Wrexham
Maelor Hospital on 7th January 2019.

May he rest in peace.

Poetry Festival
The Cornerstone hosts the Seren Poetry Festival on  8th-10th of
February.

There will be readings from the worlds of art, film, music and more.
The festival commences with a buffet – 6-7.30pm in the café followed
by the BBC film of Owen Sheer’s work, inspired by the 70th anniversary
of the NHS.

On Saturday there is a whole host of events beginning at 10.30am
and going on to 8pm. There will be a buffet with halal and vegetarian
options for £15 (you must book in advance).

On Sunday events commence at 11.30 and there is a three-course
Sunday lunch for £25, again to be booked in advance.

The full weekend festival ticket is £90. For tickets contact
www.cardiffpoetryfestival.eventbriter.com
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Editorial

‘We have nothing but 
praise for Coles and the 
dignity and compassion 
they showed us and our 
loved ones.’
We take care of everything 
so you can concentrate 
on what really matters.

John, 74, Cyncoed
Father, Grandfather

Cardiff’s award-winning, independent, 
family-run funeral homes. Rumney | Birchgrove
029 2079 7516 | colesfuneraldirectors.co.uk

How you can
help preserve
our Catholic
heritage 
You can see the Archbishop’s appeal
on page 1 on how all of us can help
preserve our Catholic heritage in the
Archdiocese.

The article refers to those in the
Victorian industrial revolution, many of
them poor Catholic  and Irish and Italian
migrants who flocked to Wales from
poverty in their own countries to earn a
living in our Welsh coal mines and iron
works, bringing the Catholic faith back to
growth, not only through worship but also
through the Catholic schools founded in
the comforting umbrella of our churches.

These migrants wanted their faith to
flourish as it did in their own countries and
be handed down to their children both in
Catholic faith and Catholic education.

You can also see from the article on this
page the restoration work done to the
church of St David Lewis and St Francis
Xavier, in Usk. This was a rural community,
unlike the industrial hotbed of Merthyr
Tydfil’s Crawshay iron works and the coal
mines of the Rhondda valleys. Here,
Catholicism was preserved though years
of persecution and legal suppression until
the re-establishment of the Catholic
Hierarchy in 1850 and the foundation the
modern Archdiocese of Cardiff in 1916,
referred to by Archbishop George on the
page 1 article.

But to preserve our Catholic legacy all
of us can contribute by thinking of the
future and making a bequest.

Like our forefathers who preserved our
faith in darker days we need, like them, to
pass on our Catholic heritage on to future
generations.

Be generous please!

Editorial Dr James Campbell-
Editor. Archbishop’s House, 43
Cathedral Road, Cardiff, CF11
9HD 
Tel: (029) 2022 0411 Fax:
(029) 2037 9036 Email:
publications@rcadc.org and
Articles to be received by the
20th of the month for inclusion
in the following month

Advertising Tel: 0151 709
7567
Designed & Produced Mersey
Mirror, Suite 4, Pacific
Chambers, 11-13 Victoria
Street, Liverpool L2 5QQ. 
Tel: 0151 709 7567 Fax: 0151
707 1678 Email:
post@merseymirror.com
Submission of photographs
Please note photographs
submitted for publication must
be in jpeg or pdf format. Those
in Word format cannot be
accepted

Your Catholic
People…

Catholic Province
of Cardiff, Menevia, 
Wrexham and 
Herefordshire

Includes

Diocesan

Accounts

Email and

Telephone

Parishes

Clergy lists

Schools

Articles and

photographs

Retreat Centres

Books
available
from your

Parish
Priest

National Lottery aids 
martyr's church project
Article and photographs by James
Campbell

Saint David Lewis is one of our
great Welsh Martyrs…and it is only
fitting that the church named after
him, in Usk, is cherished and kept
vibrant and alive for the Catholic
worshipers of today. 

The church of St David Lewis and St
Francis Xavier was bult in 1847,
dedicated to the great missionary
Saint Francis Xavier and to Saint David
Lewis. 

In 1679 David Lewis became the
last priest in Wales to be executed fpr
the Catholic faith, around 300 yards
from where the church now stands
and a short walk from the church
reveals the blue plaque marking the
site of his horrific execution…a plaque
pictured on this page. 

Years have caused much damage
to the church, but now with a
£151,000 grant from the National
Lottery and other donations, the
scaffolding is up and the workmen are
lovingly restoring the exterior and
interior in honour of our saint. 

Father Bernard Sixtus, priest at the
church explained that there are two
stages to restore both aspects of the
church. 

“The work includes restoring the
outside and also flooring but also
creating a chapel to hour Saint David
Lewis,” he said. “The land for the
church was given to us by the people
who lived next door and members of
that family are buried next to the
church. 

“Parishioners have also been very

generous in granting funds to meet
our own share of the restoration to add
to the sum given by the National
Lottery. The first stage of restoration
will take nine months and work has
now started but it will not conflict with
normal church masses and other
activities.” 

This is a rural parish and Fr Sixtus
said that all parishioners are very
proud of the fact that they are
worshiping and remembering Saint
David Lewis only 300 yards away from
where the martyr met his death. 

I was most humbled a year ago
when I followed parishioners on a
pilgrimage on the anniversary of his
death. Following a path from the
church, to his actual execution place
and then on through the streets of Usk
to his burial place which is at what is
now an Anglican church, much
respected by those of the Catholic and
non-Catholic faiths. 

Fr Sixtus said that at the moment
there is a shrine to the saint in the
main body of the church but in the
second stage of restoration is is
planned to create a commemorative
chapel to him in the former choir loft. 

We will give more details of this in
the March edition of Catholic People. 

As you can see from the article on
page 1, there are great plans to
preserve our Catholic heritage in the
archdiocese through a legacy project
which remembers all those in the past
who gave their pennies to build our
churches. 

Owen Collins, speaking for the
archdiocese said, “We are delighted
that SS David Lewis and Francis

Xavier Church was awarded National
Lottery Funding. On behalf of everyone
I would like to thank the generosity of
National Lottery players who have
helped fund this project. Places of
worship are at the heart of our
communities and this award will help
pay for the repairs needed to this
important historic building”. 

Owen continued, “I would also like
to pay special tribute to the late
Christian Brown who, much like Fr
Bernard Sixtus, dedicated his time and
effort to make this project happen. I
know that Christian would have been
overjoyed to see the scaffolding going
up and work starting on site”. 

Alongside the works to restore the
fabric of the building an exciting
programme of community activities are
also planned at the church including
the creation of a heritage trail
dedicated to David Lewis. Watch this
space for project updates over the
coming months.
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Green Willow Funerals
Personalised Funeral Services and Funeral Plans

All profits donated to charity
Caring, sensitive bespoke funeral services

Telephone 02920 52 42 00

www.greenwillowfunerals.com

We welcome no-obligation enquiries
and cater for ‘pre-need’ funeral
plans which help:

Limit costs

Record your wishes

Relieve pressure on family
and loved ones

St Benet Bishop sets the sce
During the ten years in which I worked

with Cardinal Basil Hume in
Westminster, writes Archbishop

George, one if his great delights was to
travel during the summer to
Northumberland,there to walk in the
footsteps of the Northern Saints. 

Paulinus, Aidan, Hilda and Cuthbert were
those under whose shadow he felt he had
lived his monastic life. He loved to speak and
write about what Paulinus said about the need
for community in our lives. About what he had
learnt from Aidan’s simplicity and
singlemindedness. About his great devotion to
Cuthbert and his example of solitude and
silence.

Another of his saintly heroes was St. Benet
Biscop whose feast we keep today and who
sets the theme for the priestly ordination of
Brother Alistair Findlay. Born in Northumbria
about the year 625, Benet personified a pre-
Brexit monk, making pilgrimages to Rome on
many occasions and becoming imbued with
the Roman traditions as the Church in these
islands emerged from its Celtic embryo. 

Having stayed at the great Abbey of Lerins
in southern France, he was familiar with the
turmoil of the semi Pelagian heresy and the
disagreements which could colour the life of
the Church. The Abbey was the epicentre of
the turmoil. 

Nonetheless, in 672 he founded the
monastery of St. Peter in Wearmouth,
Sunderland, and introduced the Roman chant
and the new learning, which made possible
the production of the earliest complete Bible in
Latin, the Codex Amiatinus, in the 8th century.
The British Library exhibition is the place to
see the wonders of this achievement.He even
introduced continental stained glass into this
country as a means of glorifying the worship of
God.

A model of monastic life

Why this magical mystery tour of the lives of
the Northern Saints? Because Benet Biscop
presents a model of monastic life and
missionary engagement which will be an
inspiration to Dom Alistair as he fulfils the
twofold role of the contemplative life and the
important vow of the pastoral mission so close

to the heart of the English Benedictine
Congregation. 

I experienced at first hand how Basil Hume
combined the importance of community with
the practice of solitude in his interior life. How
he moved in the world of politics and power
and yet maintained a simplicity of personal life
which was an example to us all.

As always, it was in prayer and
contemplation that he gained the strength and
wisdom to engage in the public mission to
which he was called as Archbishop of
Westminster. And to which our new priest will
be called as he lives the monastic life and
offers service to the mission of the church in
this place. 

I love the phrase “You should learn to pray
with the Bible in one hand and the newspaper
in the other”. In other words, one purpose of
our prayer is to bring together the many
different worlds we inhabit in one life. The
outer world of activity and responsibility and
public engagement with the inner landscape
of our lives, when “Heart speaks to heart” in
the silence of the heart. 

The scripture readings for today’s feast of St.
Benet Biscop give a perfect handbook for the
life of a monk and a priest. Jesus asks Simon
Peter three times “Do you love me more than
these?” Peter grows exasperated. “Lord, you
know everything. You know that I love you”. 

Jesus wasn’t looking for affirmation in this
questioning. We all know that Peter was later
to deny his Lord three times. The promise of
love has to be renewed every day and, when
things are most difficult, renewed more
intently.

The office of priesthood

The questions Jesus asked of Simon Peter are
reflected in those asked of the one to be
ordained priest today. They are expressions of
that probing and self awareness and
willingness to give oneself completely to the
Mystery of Faith which he will both celebrate
and receive from now on. 

“Are you resolved to discharge without fail
the office of priesthood”. “Are you resolved to
celebrate the mysteries of Christ faithfully and
religiously for the good of the people”. “Are
you resolved to exercise the ministry of the

The newly-ordained Father Alistair is invested with his stole and chasuble

Archbishop George
blesses Br Alistair

before his ordination
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ene for a lovely ordination
word worthily and wisely”. “Are you resolved to
consecrate your life to God for the salvation of
his people”. “I am. I will. I do. With the help of
God”. “Simon, son of John, do you love me?”

The reading from the Frist Letter of Peter
teases out the implications of the replies that
Brother Alistair will make. “Watch over the
flock, not simply as a duty but gladly. Not for
sordid money (or status, or power) but
because you are eager to do it. Never be a
dictator over anyone, but be an example that
the whole flock will follow”. 

How contradictory is that to the age in which
we live, demanding personal rights and
privileges and prerogatives. The sad and subtle
movement from covenant to contract has even
affected the priesthood. All contradicted in the
totality of self giving of Jesus himself and in his
commission to Peter “Feed my sheep”.

Three times Jesus asked Peter “Do you love
me”. The response is a sign of a deepening
and ongoing relationship, changing and
maturing as our discipleship of the Lord
develops and our ministry grows. That is why
these words spoken by the bishop to the
ordinand at the conclusion of his questioning
are so telling:

“May God who has begun the good work in
you bring it to fulfilment”. Amen.

Dom Alistair is blessed by the Father Abbot

Priests from through the diocese were present at the ordination

Fr Alistair gives his blessing to Archbishop George

The newly-ordained priest Dom
Alistair with  a long-time friend
and former colleague Sheelagh
Hill and Archbishop George.

His path to the priesthood
Dom Alistair Findlay made his Solemn Profession during the Conventual
Mass on Monday, 4th September 2017, the Solemnity of the Dedication
of the Church.

Dom Alistair is a native of the North East of England. He trained as a teacher
at Bede College in the University of Durham and spent 34 years in Education
as a teacher of Mathematics and in positions of School Management. Having
been baptised as a Methodist and confirmed as an Anglican, he was received
into the Church in 1994 whilst teaching in a Catholic school.

He first came to Belmont on Retreat and then became a frequent visitor.
After taking early retirement in 2010 aged 55, he asked to come and test his

vocation two years later. He entered the monastery as a postulant in July 2012,
was clothed as a Novice on 1st February 2013 and made his Simple
Profession on 2nd February 2014.

He studied Theology at Sant’Anselmo in Rome and also pursued courses in
the Monastic Institute there.
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Archdiocese launches marriage course
We all live by examples in our
lives…our loving parents, our
inspirational teachers, and the
guidance of our Church through the
parish priests and fellow laity who
see us through births, marriages and
that final journey, giving us
congratulations in birth, wisdom in
confirmation, solace for families in
grief…but warm and practical advice
when we join our partners in holy
matrimony.

With these challenges and
opportunities to mind, couples preparing
for marriage in the Archdiocese of
Cardiff will be invited to attend a
marriage preparation course run by
trained laity to remind them of the
challenges in marriage and family life,
and therefore increase their ability to
become a strong and enduring family as
modelled for us by the Holy Family in
Nazareth. 

So what lovely example do we take
from the Holy Family? 

Marriages often focus on the
bride….the dress, the flowers, the walk
down the aisle on the arm of a proud
father while the groom waits in loving
anticipation in front of the sanctuary for
his wife-to-be. So how was it for
Joseph? 

In Matthew’s Gospel, we learn that the
angel Gabriel appeared to Joseph and

told him the child Mary would have was
from the Holy Spirit. The angel told
Joseph to name the child “Jesus,” which
means “God saves.” 

The Gospels tell us that Joseph was a
“just” man. That means that he was
faithful. He was faithful to God and said
yes to God’s plan for him to be Mary’s
husband and Jesus’ foster father. He
was faithful to Mary, caring for her while
they waited for her baby to be born. He
was faithful to Jesus, protecting him
when he learned of King Herod’s plan to
kill him and, when the danger passed,
helping Mary to raise Jesus with love in
the small town of Nazareth. 

We honour Joseph’s faithfulness to
God, Mary, and Jesus on March 19 each
year. We pray that we, too, can be
obedient to God’s plan for us. 

We see the role of Joseph in the crib,
in the manger, guarding and comforting
Mary as many great artists have shown
in their depictions of the Holy Birth. 

We see Mary as the loving mother to
the Christ Child and a mother’s love
lasts well beyond childhood and never
ends. We only have to look at
Michelangelo’s great sculpture The
Pieta, in St Peter’s Basilica, in Rome. Our
Holy Mother has the body of her
Crucified son on her lap, her sorrow so
poignant and so sad in that lovely
sculpture. 

So marriage is, and should be, for a
lifetime of love and can we take
inspiration from the Holy Family? 

In the wedding vows we make we
promise to love one another in sickness

and in health, and over time this
promise is tested. This past Christmas
day 13 people in England and Wales
applied for divorce, Christmas can be a
stressful time for families yet it is a time
when we all expect love to be stronger.
That is one of the reasons that the
Archdiocese has strengthened its
relationship with Marriage Care over the
last year. 

Those of us who are married have
gone through the trials and tribulations
of married life…but there has always
been a great celebration of joy. The birth
of a child and, as the years go on
becoming grandparents with the lovely
feeling of a grandchild sitting on your
knee with their confidence in you and
their expressed love as they hug you!
But grandchildren are well in the future

for newly-married couples! 
Yet we all have to make a loving start

somewhere when we make these vows
to wed and the marriage preparation
course in the Archdiocese, run by
trained laity to help couples prepare for
the challenges in marriage and family
life, is a positive start to married life. 

With these challenges and
opportunities in mind can couples
preparing for marriage in the
Archdiocese not look to the example of
the Holy Family as they prepare for that
great and wonderful step? 

• Continued from Page 1

Examples of the major projects carried out in
the diocese, and funded by diocesan funds,
Grant Funding such as the Heritage Lottery
Fund and generous donations from you, our
parishioners are:
•  St Francis Xavier Church, Hereford – a

second collection was taken at the parish
which raised £20,000 per year needed for
ongoing repairs and the maintenance of
the church.

•  St Alban, Splott– a legacy received by the
parish was used to carry out urgent repairs
to the church roof and stonework

•  St Mary, Bridgend – A legacy of £10,000
was used in conjunction with funds raised
by the parishioners to decorate the inside
of the church.

•  Our Lady of Peace, Newbridge– the Grade
II listed church requires repair work to the
roof, render and windows estimated to be
in excess of £100,000.

Generous parishioners
Speaking of the importance of legacies for
the Archdiocese or your parish Archbishop
George said “To make a gift to the Church in
your will is a very personal and private act of
generosity and thanks. In seeking to ensure
that we meet the wishes of the donor and
help sustain the life of the Church and plan
for its growth in the years to come. 

“Parishioners have long been generous in
providing financial support through the
regular offertory collections as well as
specific gifts and legacies. It is this ongoing
generosity that enables the Church to
continue its work. My message to any
parishioner considering leaving a legacy is to
speak to your parish priest in the first
instance, or contact myself here at
Archbishop’s House. Together we can
ensure that your directions are fulfilled”. 

“LET THE GOOD 
YOU DO LIVE 
AFTER YOU”

No party without wine, Pope
Francis says in new app!
Late last month Pope
Francis launched an app
Sunday called  “Click to
Pray,” which connects
Catholics to a global
network to share prayer
intentions via their
smartphones.

And in the launch the
Pontiff referred to the
miracle at the Wedding at
Cana adding "A party
without wine? I don't know."

The pope opened the new
app using an iPad during his
Angelus address Jan. 20
and encouraged young
Catholics, in particular, to
download the smartphone
app to pray the “Rosary of
Peace” ahead of World
Youth Day.

“Click to Pray” allows
users to post prayer
intentions and view other
prayer requests in six
languages. After posting on
the social network, one can
track how many Catholics
around the world have
prayed for their request.

The Android and iOS app
includes the pope’s monthly
prayer intentions, all of the
mysteries of the rosary, and
daily prayers for morning,
afternoon, and night. In each
of these sections, users can
click a box to indicate that
they have completed the
prayer and view how many

others also prayed.
This month’s prayer

intention is “for young
people and the example of
Mary.” In his Angelus
address, Pope Francis
reflected on Mary’s role in
Sunday’s Gospel narrative of
the wedding feast at Cana.

“Let us look at Mary: the
words that Mary addresses
to the servants come to
crown the spousal
framework of Cana, ‘Do
whatever he tells you,’”
Francis said. “These words
are a precious inheritance
that our Mother has left us.”

“To serve the Lord means
to listen and practice His
word. It is the simple,

essential recommendation
of the Mother of Jesus, it is
the program of life of the
Christian,” he continued.

Pope Francis explained
that “it is not accidental that
at the beginning of Jesus'
public life there is a wedding
ceremony, because in Him
God has married humanity.”

Jesus’ transformation of
water into wine was also
symbolic, Francis noted,
“Water is necessary to live,
but the wine expresses the
abundance of the banquet
and the joy of the party.”

He joked, “It would have
been bad to continue the
party with water! ... A party
without wine? I don’t know.”

The pope encouraged
Catholics to turn to Our Lady
when facing difficult
situations, and to echo her
words, “They have no wine.”

Francis explained, “When
problems occur that we do
not know how to solve,
when we often feel anxiety
and anguish, when we lack
the joy, go to Our Lady and
say, ‘We have no wine. The
wine is finished: look how I
am, look at my heart, look at
my soul.’ Tell Mother, and
she will go to Jesus to say,
‘Look at this, look at this:
they have no wine.’ And
then, she will come back to
us and tell us, ‘Do whatever
he tells you.’”

Owen leads development project
The Archdiocese of Cardiff is
delighted to announce the
appointment of Owen Collins
as its new Development
Manager. 

Owen joins the Archdiocese
from the Heritage Lottery Fund
in Wales where he has worked
as their places of worship
specialist since 2015.

A former Visiting History
Lecturer at the University of
East London and Tutor at
Cardiff University, and the
University of South Wales, his
background interests lie in the

fields of oral history and
conservation led regeneration.

Part of Owen’s role within the
Archdiocese will be to develop
new and innovative projects at
both diocesan and parish levels.
Owen said: ‘I’m looking forward
to working with everyone to
develop projects to support
people and communities across
the Archdiocese. I’m always
happy to offer advice and
guidance where it is needed’.

To contact Owen either email
owen.collins@rcadc.org or call
on 02920 374148

The manger... a Holy Family example

Michelangelo’s Pieta



Wanted for the
Missions

Large Statues (Even damaged
ones), old vestments, pictures,
church fittings, rosaries, prayer

books, religious books, relics etc.

Please ring 
Mr. B. Ferris KSC, 

102 Moor St, Earlsdon, 
Coventry CV5 6EY
Tel: 02476 676986

H. TOVEY • J. TOVEY
J. CORTEN • R. DALE

K. FOSTER • D. O’CONNELL

01633 266848
Newport Funeral Home,

9/11 Cardiff Road, Newport
(opposite Royal Gwent Hospital)

www.toveybros.co.uk

A trusted family business serving 
local families and the community in

South East Wales for six generations
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Epiphany thank you for diocesan staff and volunteers

Archbishop George took the opportunity at Epiphany to
hold a reception at the Cornerstone to thank the many

people who have served the church in various capacities.
They came from all over the diocese and included

volunteers such as lay readers as well as priests and staff
of the archdiocese.

The reception was held after an Epiphany Mass at St
David’s Metropolitan Cathedral

Ms Helen Tucker (Safeguarding Advisory Commission), Sr Maureen
Davies SSJA, Sr Marie DeMontfort SSJA, Sr Susan Armond SSJA
(Safeguarding Advisory Commission). 
BACK ROW: Mr Tony Bishop talking to Mr Tony North (both
Safeguarding Advisory Commission) 

The Rev Canon Peter Collins, Dean of St David’s Metropolitan
Cathedral, Bernard Devine (Server, Bridgend), Thomas Pritchard
(Sever Ebbw Vale), Rev Michael Doyle, Parish Priest, Newport.

Patrick Smalley (Server, St David’s Cathedral), Trudy Mcbride (Reader
St David’s Cathedral). Barry McKewn (Sacristan St David’s Cathedral)
Lorraine Stone (Cathedral helper).

Anne Robertson (Schools Commission),
Margaret Hazell (Archbishop's Secretary).

Above: Karen Prior (reader and helper)
Veronica Clow (editor of Diocesan
Yearbook and Directory),  Anna Meyer
and Liz Sorenson (Cathedral flower
arranger.

Below: Ethne D’Oria and Madeleine and
Neil Bidder (Readers in the Cathedral)
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The Caring Funeral Service
Award Winning Independent Funeral Homes

Award Winning, 
Independent 

Funeral Arrangers

Privileged to have
served the Catholic

community since 1989

• Private Rest Rooms

• 24HR Call-Out Service

• 5* Client Reviews

• Caring, Dignified, Personal & Professional 

Service

• Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

Caerphilly Funeral Services
Parc Avenue Funeral Home
Crossways, CAERPHILLY
CF83 3AZ
(02920) 862100

caerphillyfuneralservices.com

Church Village Funeral Services
Cardigan Close Precinct
Tonteg, PONTYPRIDD
CF38 1LD
(01443) 203966

churchvillagefuneralservices.co.uk

Cross of 
Thanksgiving 
at St David’s 
Cathedral
The spectacular sight of the Cross of Thanksgiving greeted the
congregation entering St David's Metropolitan Cathedral in January.

The Crucifix, from Ukraine emerged on Easter 2003 in preparation for
the 2000th anniversary of the Resurrection.

It was also created as an expression of thanksgiving for the liberation
of the Christian Faith across Eastern Europe following the collapse of the
Soviet Union and Eastern European communist regimes.

Saint John Paul II gave his Papal Blessing to the proposal to initiate a
pilgrimage for the Crucifix that wold take it to the capital cities of the
world.

The pilgrimage started in the city of Lviv, in Western Ukraine, the
heartland of Catholicism in that country.

Two duplicates were created, on being erected in Kiev, the capital of
Ukraine in the centre of that country, and the other in Donetsk, in the east
of the country.

The creation and mission of this Crucifix now has addd significance
given the recent and ongoing sufferings of Ukraine through Russian
aggression.

The pilgrimage is blessed by the Greek Rite Ukraininan Catholic
Church and the Orthodox Church of Ukraine.

The congregation at St David's Cathedral wee invited to offer their
personal veneration and prayers before the "Thanking Cross.

Worshipers at the Cathedral venerated the Crucifix.

Lá ceiliúradh* to honour Saint Patrick!
(It means *celebration in the Irish)

By James Campbell

There is a Mass in honour of St
Patrick on Sunday 17thMarch at
St David’s Cathedral, Cardiff and
it will be followed by a St
Patrick’s Day Dinner and party,
with entertainment at The
Cornerstone, across from the
Cathedral.

It should be a great emerald
green night in honour of Ireland’s
patron saint!

Born in Roman Britain in the late
4th century, he was kidnapped at the age of
16 and taken to Ireland as a slave. He
escaped but returned about 432 to convert the
Irish to Christianity.

By the time of his death on March 17, 461,
he had established monasteries, churches,
and schools. Many legends grew up around
him—for example, that he drove the snakes out
of Ireland and used the shamrock to explain
the Trinity. Ireland came to celebrate his day
with religious services and feasts.

It was emigrants, particularly to the United
States, who transformed St. Patrick’s Day into a
largely secular holiday of revelry and
celebration of things Irish. Cities with large
numbers of Irish immigrants, who often
wielded political power, staged the most
extensive celebrations, which included
elaborate parades.

Boston held its first St. Patrick’s Day parade
in 1737, followed by New York City in 1762.
Since 1962 Chicago has coloured its river
green to mark the holiday. (Although blue was
the colour traditionally associated with St.
Patrick, green is now commonly connected
with the day.) 

Irish and non-Irish alike commonly

participate in the “wearing of the
green”—sporting an item of green
clothing or a shamrock, the Irish
national plant, in the lapel. Corned
beef and cabbage are associated
with the holiday, and even beer is
sometimes dyed green to celebrate
the day.

Although some of these
practices eventually were adopted
by the Irish themselves, they did so
largely for the benefit of tourists.

Unlike its American counterpart,
St. Patrick's Day in Ireland has

primarily been a religious festival. Until the
1970s, pubs were required by law to close on
March 17. However, since 1995 the Irish
government has sought to make St. Patrick's
Day an opportunity to showcase Ireland and
Irish culture to the world.

The St. Patrick’s Day celebrations in Dublin
have thus been extended to a week-long event
called St. Patrick's Festival, encompassing a
spectacular fireworks display (Skyfest), open-
air music, street theater and the traditional
parade. Over one million people attended the
celebrations in 2004.

Academics have looked at the idea that St
Patrick was born in Wales. Although you can't
really say he was a Welshman because it was
Roman Britain. While there is no firm evidence
to prove St Patrick was Welsh - with Scotland
also mooted as his birthplace - some argue
that several things point to it.

So, let’s celebrate Ireland’s Patron Saint in
Wales on March 17. I will…as a Scot who has
lived and enjoyed living in Wales since 1975!

• If you wish to attend the St Patrick’s
Day Dinner and Party contact Margaret
Hazell at Margaret.hazell@rcadc.org.
Tickets are £25.
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