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We will 

Remember

Them
By James Campbell

As a former soldier, due to the Corona 19
restrictions, I really missed celebrating
Remembrance Sunday in my parish church,
St David’s Metropolitan Cathedral.
For the last 15 years in Mass at the Cathedral, I wore
my medals on my left side, but on my right my
father’s six medals from the Second World War.

It was a tribute to him since he had been in the Royal
Navy and had been in many actions including D-Day.

After the Battle of the River Plate his ship, HMS Ark
Royal, escorted the damaged cruiser HMS Exeter
down the the Falklands to be repaired.

He got to know a Falklands family and as a young
boy I remember receiving Christmas cards from them.

When I was stationed in the Falklands in 1986, I had
the extreme pleasure of visiting the family in Stanley.

I will pass on my medals and his to my grandsons to
wear.

They will keep the memory of our forces’ sacrifices
alive.

We must remember them!
The display of poppies at St David’s Cathedral
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Let Biblical Inspiration Fire Your Imagination!
“…to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour,
Who is Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:11-12
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Gosh, what a year! And now we are facing the challenges of Christmas in a
coronavirus pandemic. But we can do this. We will get through it with God’s help.
So alongside other preparations, or whatever circumstances you find yourself in,
you could ask Christ to help you to spiritually prepare for His birthday. Maybe
even view this testing time as an opportunity to do that more thoroughly than
ever before. Try getting creative with this by, say, doing an online retreat, or
praying virtually or on the phone with loved ones. You could, as well, read the
whole of the first two chapters of Luke’s Gospel to get right into the
events. I hope this short meditation helps with that.
1. Read Luke 2:8-14
2. Sit up straight and close your eyes. Breathe in deeply through the
nose. Hold a few seconds. Breathe out through the mouth and as you
do so feel the whole of your body relax.
3. Now meditate for a few moments on Christ as the centre of your life.
4. Now say this prayer – or one of your own – ‘Dear Heavenly Father, please
bless my humble efforts to spiritually prepare for the birthday of Your Son, Jesus
Christ. And, though some aspects of the season could be very challenging,
would you please enrich my spiritual celebrations? I ask this in the same name of
Jesus Christ. Amen.’
5. When you are
ready breathe in and
out deeply as before.
Then open your eyes
and have a big
stretch.
Wishing you a very
happy and holy
Christmas at this
difficult time.
God bless Teresa
For more on the above topic please see Teresa’s blog:
http://teresaodriscoll.blogspot.co.uk/
Teresa O’Driscoll is the author of 9 Days to Heaven, How to make everlasting
meaning of your life

On 28 November, there will be
13 new additions to the
College of Cardinals: 9 are
under 80 years of age, among
them is the Guardian of Sacro
Convento in Assisi, Father
Mauro Gambetti.

The Church will have thirteen
new Cardinals. Nine of them are
younger than 80 and therefore,
have the right to participate in a
future conclave. Four others are
older than 80 years of age. Pope
Francis’s announcement came
as a surprise, after the recitation
of the Angelus of Sunday, 25
October. He communicated the
news regarding the creation of
the new cardinals to the faithful
present in St Peter’s Square as
well as to those connected
throughout the world.

�Two of the new Cardinals
work in the Roman Curia: the
Secretary General of the Synod

of Bishops, Maltese Mario Grech
and the Italian Marcello
Semeraro, former Bishop of
Albano and the new Prefect for
the Congregation of the Causes
of Saints.

Six other pastors in the Church
throughout the world are joining
them: the Archbishop of Kigali,
Rwanda, Antoine Kambanda; the
Archbishop of Washington,
United States, Wilton Gregory;
the Archbishop of Capiz, in the
Philippines, Jose Fuerte
Advincula; the Archbishop of
Santiago, Chile, Celestino Aós
Braco; the Apostolic Vicar of
Brunei, Cornelius Sim; the
Archbishop of Siena, Italia,
Augusto Paolo Lojudice.

In addition, the Pope has also
appointed the current Guardian
of the Franciscan Sacro
Convento in Assisi, Mauro
Gambetti.

New Cardinals are created by the Holy Father
Archbishop Claudio Gugerotti
A profile of the Apostolic Nuncio to Great Britain, His
Excellency Archbishop Claudio Gugerotti.
Pope Francis named Archbishop Claudio Gugerotti as
Apostolic Nuncio to Great Britain on Saturday, 4 July
2020.Claudio Gugerotti was born in Verona, Italy, in 1955
and ordained a priest of the Diocese of Verona in 1982.
He studied Eastern Languages and Sacred Liturgy and
was a professor of Patristics, Eastern Liturgy at the
Institute of Ecumenical Studies in Verona from 1981 to
1985.In 1985, he was appointed as an official working at
the Congregation for the Eastern Churches and he
became its Undersecretary in 1997. He has also taught at
the Pontifical Oriental Institute.On 7 December 2001,
Pope St John Paul II appointed him Apostolic Nuncio to
Georgia and to Armenia. He was also subsequently
appointed Apostolic Nuncio to Azerbaijan on 13
December.He received his episcopal consecration by
Pope St John Paul on 6 January 2002 appointing him to
the Titular See of Ravello.Pope Benedict XVI appointed
him Apostolic Nuncio to Belarus in 2011 and Pope Francis
appointed him Apostolic Nuncio to Ukraine in 2015.

3 minute reading and meditation
with Teresa O’Driscoll
Email: teresa@teresaodriscoll.co.uk

You will need a bible, a chair, and
few minutes alone

“…to you is born this day in the city
of David a Saviour, Who is Christ
the Lord.” Luke 2:11-12
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Editorial
Christianity 
at work! 
On this page are details of the marvellous
Food Voucher Scheme set up by our
Archbishop.

In these harrowing pandemic times families
re suffering from loss of income and even
jobs. They are most vulnerable and the
scheme will help them out by providing food
vouchers.

This is indeed practical Christianity at
work...as was the pressure by the
Manchester United footballer Marcus
Rashford which forced a government u-turn
on help for families in need. Rashford spoke
from his own experience when he and his
siblings faced hunger in a single parent
family.

The scheme outlined on this page enables
parishes and schools to provide immediate
support to individuals and families.

If you know of any families in need please
support this work by contacting the
archdiocese. The web link is at the end of
the article.

Archdiocese of Cardiff 

Archbishop’s Food 
Voucher Scheme

The Archdiocese of Cardiff is
aware of the personal,
emotional and broader financial
struggles as a result of, or
exacerbated by, the
coronavirus pandemic. This is
likely to get worse as time goes
on, especially with increasing
pressures on the Universal
Credit system. 
We are aware that many projects
supporting the most vulnerable are
also under increasing pressure. We
are therefore keen to work with
parishes, schools and others to
support individuals and families.

Emergency Food Vouchers

One way to help families and
individuals is the Archbishop’s Food

Voucher Scheme which will enable
parishes, projects, and schools to
distribute digital supermarket
vouchers to those most in need. This
scheme will provide a practical – and
socially distanced – way to help
those in need. We also believe it is
important to give recipients of
support personal autonomy.

How it will work

Tesco, Morrisons, Asda and
Sainsbury's offer charities and
businesses the ability to bulk buy
digital vouchers. The Archdiocese of
Cardiff will buy, for example, £10,000
of Tesco vouchers in £10 increments.
The Food Programme Team will then
email each parish, project, or schools
their allotted vouchers. These

vouchers can either be sent on to
recipients in a digital format, for
example, via an email or WhatsApp
message accessible on a smart
phone. Alternatively, vouchers may be
printed and given to recipients directly.
The digital or paper voucher can then
be used by the recipient at the
checkout when paying for their
groceries.

Proposal

The first phase of the scheme will
involve offering each parish and school
an allotted number of vouchers at a
total cost of c.£70,000. This initial
commitment will be followed with an
additional funding round(s) once
demand and the challenges of
administering the scheme have been
assessed.
The advantage of this approach is that
it will enable parishes and schools to

provide immediate support to individuals and
families. The scheme is flexible allowing
parishes and schools to decide how best to
use these vouchers. Schools and parishes are
naturally encouraged to tailor their support, for
example, providing more vouchers to larger
families.

Monitoring

Parishes and schools will need to monitor and
track how they distribute vouchers and the
Food Programme Team will require information
on how the scheme is working. Flexibility is key
and regular feed-back will allow the project to
adapt to changing circumstances and demand.
The Food Programme staff will liaise with
partners to monitor progress, gather feedback
and offer support.
To donate to support this work visit
www.rcadc.org/donations.

Archdiocese of Cardiff
gives out over £100,000

in emergency food
vouchers this Christmas
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CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE OF ENGLAND AND WALES

The account given in the IICSA Report of abuse
known to be inflicted on children in the Catholic
Church in England and Wales in the past 50 years
is shocking and overwhelming. At our meeting this
week, we Bishops have stood together in profound
shame. We express our sorrow and contrition
before God.

We have reflected on our need to reach out afresh to
those who bear the wounds of permanent damage
caused by this abuse. We commit ourselves to listen
more intently to those who have been abused so as to
learn from them and benefit from their wisdom. It is
through learning from their testimony that hearts are
changed.

We are grateful to those survivors who have come
forward, not only to lay before us their experience of
abuse, but to help us understand the depth of their
pain. We invite anyone who has experienced abuse to
come forward, no matter how long ago the abuse took
place. We undertake to listen carefully to them with
open heart and mind and support them on a journey of
healing.

We have carefully considered the recommendations
of the IICSA Report and formally accepted them. We
have already begun work towards their implementation.

The IICSA’s generic hearings into the Church began
last October. Around that time we commissioned an
Independent Review of our Safeguarding Structures
and Arrangements in the Catholic Church in England
and Wales. This was carried out by Mr Ian Elliott, an

experienced safeguarding professional who has
worked across the world in this area.

This week, alongside the IICSA Report, we
have also examined in depth the Final
Report of the Elliott Review and fully
accepted its recommendations. It is a
searching analysis of our safeguarding
work, in its weaknesses and strengths.
It proposes a number of remedial and
forward-looking recommendations,
which accord with the IICSA Report’s
own recommendations. The work of
implementation will begin immediately. It will
be carried out in close cooperation with the Religious
Orders who play such an important part in the life of
the Church.

In all our activities, our desire and resolve is to be a
Church in which every child and vulnerable person is
not only safe but nurtured into human flourishing.
These recommendations present us with steps
towards this goal. Key to them is a standards-based
approach to safeguarding together with a specially
commissioned national body with powers of effective
audit and oversight of safeguarding in both Dioceses
and Religious Orders. Everyone in the Church will
berequired to work to clear, published standards of
behaviour and action. Most significantly, the Elliott
Report has been fashioned with the participation of
survivors of abuse. Their insight and wisdom has been
crucial. We thank them for their great courage and

generosity in working with us and we look forward to
continuing this growing collaboration.

The Elliott Report builds on all that has been
achieved in our safeguarding ministry in the

past 20 years, achievements also recognised
in the IICSA Report. Therefore we thank
profoundly all who contribute to the work of
safeguarding in the Church today: the
thousands of Parish Safeguarding

Representatives, the professionals who
work in our Safeguarding Offices in every

Diocese, the Safeguarding Commissions who
oversee this work and give objective and

professional advice to guide our decisions, the staff of
the Catholic Safeguarding Advisory Service and those
who serve on the National Catholic Safeguarding
Commission. 

These, and many others, have contributed greatly to
the current work of safeguarding in the Church.

Today, however, we acknowledge without hesitation,
our failings, our mistakes, our lack of adequate
cooperation. We express our deep sorrow and ask
forgiveness, especially from victims and survivors. We
affirm our resolve to effect the next step in our work of
safeguarding and care for survivors. In prayer we turn
to Christ the Good Shepherd, the fount of healing and
compassion, asking that this moment of painful truth
becomes a time of grace as we strive to fulfil the
ministry entrusted to us as bishops in an unshakeable
unity of purpose.

We are grateful
to those

survivors who
have come

forward

“

”

Statement on Safeguarding
Friday 20th November 2020
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Archdiocese loses two fine priests
Fr Ambrose Walsh...Rest in
Peace
Fr. Ambrose Walsh died
peacefully on Thursday 12
November at the Marie Curie
Hospice, Holme Tower, Penarth,
following a short illness. He was
born in Cardiff on 24 January
1938 in Cardiff and remained a
faithful Cardiffian all his life.
Faithful also to his sisters and
extended family to whom we
offer sympathy and prayers for
the repose of his soul.
Educated at St. Illtyd’s

College, Cardiff, he then trained
in what is now the Royal Welsh
college of Music and Drama.
Following two years national
Service in the RAF, he spent a
year at Belmont Abbey,
Hereford. Ambrose then applied
to the Archdiocese of Cardiff
and studied for the priesthood
at the English college,
Valladolid, Spain. He was
ordained priest at St. Mary’s
Canton on 28 May 1966.
Following ordination he
undertook a number of
parochial appointments. He
became parish priest of Our
Lady, Queen of the Universe,
Llanishen, in 1974 and was the
driving force behind the
building of the newly re-named
church and parish of Christ the
King which opened in 1978.

There followed a number of
appointments including Holy
Cross, Swansea, St. Benedict,
Sketty and St. David, Cwmbran.
His final appointment was as
parish priest of St. Dyfrig’s
Treforest in 1987 until he retired
through ill health in the year
2000.
During his priestly ministry he

also served in a number of
important capacities in the
Diocese, including secretary to
the Archbishop, secretary of the
Senate of Priests, Chair of the
Liturgy Committee and Dean of
North Gwent.
Ambrose Walsh was an

educated and cultured man
whose love of the music of
Elgar was well known. He also
had an immense gift for
friendship. His wide circle of
friends will testify to his
capacity to keep in touch with
them in meaningful ways over a

long time and great distance. A
prolific author, he used his
literary skills in publishing a
number of works of theology
and pastoral practice based on
his experience and involvement
with the life of the Charismatic
Movement within the Church.
As a regular and articulate
correspondent to The Tablet
and other media outlets, he
was thoughtful and insightful in
his views of contemporary
culture and the place of the
Church in the world. May he
Rest in Peace.
The Funeral Mass took place

at St. Mary’s Canton at
12.30pm on Friday 27
November in accordance with
the protocols lay down by the
Welsh Government. It was
followed by cremation at
Thornhill Crematorium at
2.15pm. A public Memorial
Mass will be offered as soon as
circumstances allow.

Fr Michael Ronan...Rest in
Peace
Michael Ronan was born on 29
August 1951 in Maesteg, the
son of Thomas and Eileen
Ronan. He was born into a
close knit family and these
bonds remained important to
him throughout his life.
His primary education took

place at Our Lady and St.
Patrick’s Primary School in
Maesteg. He completed his
secondary education at St.
Joseph’s comprehensive
School, Port Talbot. Having left
school, he undertook training as
a graphic artist,having qualified,
worked in that area for six
years. Following that
experience,his career changed
direction and he trained as a
psychiatric nurse in Bridgend
for three years.During these
years he acted as Regional
President of the Young Christian
Workers in south Wales.
In 1977 he offered himself to

the Archdiocese of Cardiff for
the priesthood and began his
studies at St. Peter’s College,
Wexford in the autumn of that
year. He was ordained priest in
his home parish church by
Archbishop Ward on 8
December 1985.
There followed a series pf

parochial apointments: St. Mary,
Merthyr Tydfil (1986-1990) St.
Mary’s Dinas Powys (1990-
1997) and finally St. Gabriel’s,
Ringland (1997-2002). During
this time he also cared for the
two churches in Caerleon: St.
Julius,Aaron and David together
with St. Julius the Martyr. He
served as Dean of Newport in
2011. Having suffered ill health

for a number of years, he retired
in 2018 to a house in his
beloved Maesteg.
Michael exercised his ministry

as a priest for 35 years. He had
his own unique style and sense
of humour. In a self deprecating
way he cultivated a ‘hang dog’
and, in his own words, enjoyed
a good moan about matters of
the day both personal and
public. Many individuals can
speak of his generous spirit
and goodness of heart.
He was admitted to the

Princess of Wales Hospital,
Bridgend, where he died on 2
November 2020 supported by
members of his family. His
funeral took place on 25
November 2020, followed by
cremation at Coychurch
Crematorium. His ashes will be
buried in the grave of his parent
in the cemetery at Maesteg.

Remembering Rabbi Jonathon Sacks
by Archbishop George Stack
Many eloquent and moving tributes have been
paid to the memory of Rabbi Jonathon Sacks who
died on 7 November 2020. He was the former
Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew Congregations
of the Commonwealth and a noted thinker,
speaker, philosopher, theologian and broadcaster.
He was recognised as a most eloquent proponent
of the greatest truths of humanity.
I was privileged to meet him on four occasions. The

first was at the funeral of Cardinal Basil Hume on 25
June 1999. Although they were friends and
colleagues, Rabbi Sacks strict orthodox Judaism did
not allow him to attend the Requiem Mass in
Westminster Cathedral. As an expression of prayer,
solidarity and respect, he sat in Archbishop’s House
and watched the funeral on the Cardinal’s television!
The second time when he was given an Honorary

Doctorate in Theology by heythrop college, London. At
that time, I was a Governor of the College and so was
on the platform party which welcomed him to that
formal gathering. As the ceremony unfolded, I saw him
making notes at what was being said and done in
celebration of the academic achievements of the
young graduates. He then made a most brilliant,
profound, humorous and warm speech in gratitude for
the honour bestowed on himself and, through him, the
Jewish community he served so well.

St. Mary’s University,Twickenham, was the setting for
our third meeting. It was at the beginning of the
historic occasion of the visit of Pope Benedict XVI to
the United Kingdom. As Chair of Governors, I had
already welcomed the Holy Father to a Service of
Thanksgiving for Catholic Education in the College
Chapel. There followed a meeting with 2000 Catholic
schoolchildren on the athletics track of the campus.
On then to an interfaith meeting with religious leaders
of all backgrounds. Jonathon Sachs made the speech
of welcome on behalf of all the religious leaders.
During that speech he said:
“What led to secularisation was that people

elsewhere lost faith in the ability of people of faith to
live peaceably together”.
Speaking of 21stcentury society, he reflected: “In the

face of a deeply individualistic culture, we offer
community, Against consumerism, we talk about
things that have value but not a price. Against
cynicism, we dare to admire and respect. In the face of
fragmenting families, we believe in consecrating
relationships, We believe in marriage as a
commitment, parenthood as a responsibility, and the
poetry of everyday life when it is etched in homes and
schools with the charism of holiness and grace”.
My final meeting with him was far more informal and

warm. Cardinal Murphy O’Connor invited him to dinner
at Archbishop’s House, Westminster. As the dinner

approached, we were informed Rabbi Sacks would
bring his own kosher food, presented on a sealed
plastic tray, rather like the aircraft meals of old.
Etiquette demanded that we, too, would eat the
kosher meal. After the ceremony of braking the
rabbinate seal of the meals and the beautiful grace
sung in Hebrew and English, we settled down to a
convivial evening, full of serious conversation and
humorous exchanges between the Cardinal and the
Rabbi. Never to be forgotten.
Of his many books and essays, my favourite has

always been “Faith in the Future” published in 1995.
The final chapter was a talk given on BBC Radio 3 in
1988. He tackled the perennial question of “Where is
God in the midst of human suffering”. He reflected on
the problem of evil through the eyes of the Holocaust
in which the lives so many Jewish people were
destroyed. He quote another Jewish writer and
philosopher, Eli Wiesel: “Never shall I forget those
moments which murdered my God and my soul and
turned my dreams to dust. Never shall I forget those
things, even if I am condemned to live as long as God
himself”. In conclusion, Sacks wrote:
“But to whom could one speak of these things if not

to God Himself? It was a crisis of faith without
precedent in the annals of belief. If God existed, how
was Auschwitz possible? But if God did not exist, how
was humanity after Auschwitz credible?”
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How St David’s College contributed to the
Community during the COVID-19 Pandemic
Shortly after the College site
closed in March, our College
Physics Teacher, Matthew
Miller, turned his skills to 3D
printing visors for local
Central Pharmacy alongside
supporting his students
remotely with their learning.
As word of the PPE
production travelled,
enquiries from key
workers/healthcare providers
began.
Alex Brace (Teacher of

Design and Technology) started
using the College’s laser
cutters to increase production.
With extra help, from Valerie
Davies, Drew Marchant and
Olivia McLaren, to work on the
socially-distanced production
line, the College community
turned its expertise to support
the shortfall in supplies and to
aid key workers in overcoming
the unprecedented challenges
they were facing. To date, the
team have produced and
distributed over 2750 visors to
126 locations across South
Wales.
A Go Fund Me page was set

up to ensure a continuous
supply of materials to create
PPE and many in our College
and local community
contributed generously to the
fundraiser to support the
production of PPE. Legal &
General pledged £3000 from
their Community Fund (set up
in response to the pandemic)
to enable the College to
continue to make a difference.
Further to this, a local music
event company, organised an
online fundraiser, adding £1000
to the total. To date, over
£9,000 has been raised.
Donations exceeded

expectations, allowing the
College to think of other ways
to support key workers and the
vulnerable. Electronic tablets,
items for leisure activities and
‘luxury items’ were donated to
care homes and hospitals. CAV
Maternity Team wrote to thank
us for the “incredibly kind
donation” of 5 Amazon Fire
tablets, which was followed by
a further donation of smart
phones for community
midwives.
A donation to the Huggard

Centre was also made. To add
to the items purchased from
funds raised, many members of
the College community
donated second hand and new
items to satisfy the wish list
given to us by the homeless
shelter. Over 65 towels, 500
toiletries, 50 wash bags and 20
rucksacks were donated,

alongside basic essentials and
arts/crafts supplies.
Matthew adapted visors to

suit a younger audience at the
Noah’s Ark Children’s Hospital.
Designs focused on the
different wards: Owl, Ladybird,
Butterfly and Bumblebee.

English teacher, Sue Good,
donated 10 of her books and
Elizabeth Cornwell made
reusable masks for her
community, both asking for
donations to our GoFundMe.
As the initial restrictions

began to be eased slightly,
many people expressed thanks
to the community of St David’s
College and the staff that had
been working so hard in
helping those within our
community. In truth, it has been
a rewarding experience for our
community and we are pleased
to have been able to make a
small contribution to support
those working tirelessly on the
front line and those who have
been particularly vulnerable,
battling the challenges brought
forth by the Covid-19 public
health crisis.

Continued Work with Ty
Hafan
After several donations,

ranging from sensory toys for
use in the hospice to items to
support the work of the
bereaved families team, the
relationship between St David’s
and Ty Hafan is flourishing. Our
students will now have
opportunities to volunteer at Ty
Hafan charity shops, events and
hospices in the future.

Continued Work with Cardiff
and Vale University Health
Board
TVs and radios were

delivered to the Coronary Care
unit at UHW to improve patient
experience, and 36 pairs of
pyjamas and hundreds of
toiletries were distributed by
Cardiff and Vale UHB Patient
Services to support patients
who were unable to access
essential items that would
normally be brought to patients
during visiting hours. Having
established a strong rapport
between the College and the
local Health Board, we are
looking forward to continuing to
foster this relationship by
providing a regular donation of
‘basic essential packs’, in
branded College drawstring
bags, to UHW Patient Services
– students will be able to
participate in this work, through
the Bridging the Generations
and Helping Hands enrichment
programmes.

Hospitals including: Royal Gwent, UHW, Noah’s
Ark, Llandough, Neath PT and Ysbyty Ystrad Fawr
South Wales Police and SW Fire Service
St Philip Evans Catholic Church, Cardiff
Pharmacies including: Llanmartin Pharmacy,
Central Pharmacy and Cardiff Road Pharmacy
(Dinas Powys), Alway Pharmacy (Newport) and A J
Hales Pharmacy.

Care homes including: Ferndale Community Care
Home, Willowbrook House, Linc Nursing
Homes, Ty Gwyn Care Home (Penarth), 

GP surgeries including: Roath House Surgery,
Penylan Surgery, Fairwater Health Centre,
Meddygfa Cwm Rhymni, Bryngwyn and Ashgrove
Holme Towers, Marie Curie Hospice – Penarth
Charity organisations including Rainbow of Hope
and local food banks

SOME OF THE 
126 PLACES WE 
DONATED 
EITHER PPE OR 
ESSENTIAL ITEMS

In truth, it has 
been a rewarding

experience for our
community and we are
pleased to have been
able to make a small

contribution

“

”
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By Madeleine Walters

Sunday, November 29th was
the First Sunday of Advent. It
was also the start of the
extended Year of the God
Who Speaks. This year, it is
Mark’s Gospel which will be
the focus.
Copies of the special edition

of Mark’s Gospel can be
ordered here.  Buy in packs of
10 for £15, with discounts on
bulk orders. You can also
download the free Fish with
Mark poster and our Whistle-
stop Tour of Mark’s gospel
poster here -
https://www.godwhospeaks.uk/t
he-god-who-speaks/bible-
society/

Cardinal talks about Art and
Scripture for Advent and
Christmas
As part of the 'God Who
Speaks' initiative, Cardinal
Vincent Nichols visited the
National Gallery in London
about this time last year and
offered his reflections on a
tender nativity scene - perfect
for Advent and Christmas - in
which the darkness is
illuminated by Jesus in the
manger. The painting is by the
Dutch artist Geertgen tot Sint
Jans and is titled 'The Nativity
at Night'. You can see the
Cardinal’s video or read the text
about ‘The Nativity at Night’ at
https://www.godwhospeaks.uk/t
he-god-who-speaks/art-and-
culture/nativity-at-night/

The Diocese of
Northampton's Liturgy
Commission invites you to join
3 online Zoom sessions
exploring the upcoming
Lectionary Readings and
Seasons of the Liturgical Year.

This is a valuable opportunity to
develop our engagement with
the Scriptures that we hear
proclaimed at the Liturgy of the
Word at Mass.
The sessions will be led by Mgr.
Kevin McGinnell & Alex Heath.
�Mgr. Kevin is Chair of the
Diocesan Liturgy Commission
and Alex Heath is Adviser for
Adult Faith Formation.
Details of the 2 Sessions and
how to register:
• Tuesday, January 19th 2021
(7.30 – 8.30 pm): ‘He opened
their minds to understand the
Scriptures’ (Lk 24:45). The
importance of God’s Word for
Christian identity & everyday
living.

• Tuesday, February 16th 2021
(7.30-8.30 pm): ‘Many more
began to believe in him
because of his Word’ (Jn
4:41). John’s Gospel & The
Season of Lent.

Each session will include input,
prayer and the opportunity to
make comments and ask
questions.
Cost: There is no charge but
there will be the opportunity to
make a donation.
Please register in advance to
secure a place by email or
phone:�
Email: admin@nores.org.uk�
Phone: 01582 723312 (ext. 1)
Once your booking is received
you will be sent details of how
to join the online Zoom
sessions.

We wish you a holy Advent
and a very happy, blessed
and peaceful Christmas.

Madeleine Walters and Kate
Duffin
Scripture Champions for the
Archdiocese of Cardiff

Contact: Madeleine –
madeleine.walters@rcadc.org
Kate –
kate.duffin@hotmail.co.uk

CATHOLIC PEOPLE 7

The Year of
the God Who
Speaks
November 29th 2020 – January 23rd 2022
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A World Gift is the most important 
gift you'll give this Christmas

Our Catholic family in the
Archdiocese of Cardiff and
the Diocese of Menevia has
always been very generous in
our compassion for people
living in poverty around the
world. We know that every life
created by God is precious
and we can show our
compassion through CAFOD,
the official overseas
development agency of the
church. Many of us have
given or received presents
from a wide range of virtual
World Gifts (a gift that
represents and supports an
area of CAFOD’s work),
including popular gifts such
as Water for the Family, The
Goat that Gives and Chirpy
Chickens. This Christmas
these gifts are more
important than ever.
One gift that is close to the
heart of CAFOD director,
Christine Allen, is the gift of
listening.
The Listening Centre (£50.00)
supports training and education
sessions for vulnerable women
who have been victims of
violence, and it is also a great
place for women to learn new
trade skills so they can earn an
independent income.
"I visited the Listening Centre in
Bakavu, in the Democratic

Republic of the Congo, run by
local organisation, Centre
Olame. I met women,
traumatised by the brutality of
war - survivors of sexual
violence and abuse”, said Allen.

Safe for women

“The listening rooms give
women a safe and comfortable
space for them to talk and
share with other women about
their experiences, which helps
them to restore their
confidence, dignity, and their
daily lives. A World Gift is not
just a gift - you are giving the
gift of hope."
You will still find popular gifts
like a Happy Queen Bee (£4) or
a sheet of stickers for your
Christmas cards, each of which
represents a meal for a family.
But this year there are six brand
new gifts to support
communities in developing
countries who are struggling to
deal with the effects of the
spread of the Coronavirus.
You can buy our loved ones a
Keep Clean kit for £6.00 or
protective equipment for a
Healthcare Worker for £12.00.
The Messages of Hope
loudspeaker for £67.00 keeps a
community up to date with
important information about the

pandemic, in rural or remote
villages, which in turn can save
many lives.
“The coronavirus pandemic has
shown us that we are much
more connected and reliant on
each other than ever before.
World Gifts is a wonderful
opportunity to discover great
gift ideas to help you shop
compassionately this
Christmas. From the Listening
Centre, to PPE For Health
Workers, every gift is an
ongoing commitment to
supporting vulnerable people
overseas and an act of us
standing together, in these
challenging COVID-19 times,”
said Christine Allen.
Visit worldgifts.cafod.org.uk to
learn more and to change
someone’s life.

Supports families around the
world

For further information and
photos please contact: Tamala
Ceasar, Regional Media Officer
Mobile: +44 (0)7785 950585|
Out of Hours Press Office:
+44(0) 7919 301 429 email:
tceasar@cafod.org.uk
•CAFOD’s World Gifts scheme
is a range of virtual gift that
supports families around the
world. Find out more about
World Gifts
•CAFOD is celebrating over a
decade of World Gifts, which
were established as alternative

charity gifts that would help
transform lives and
communities. To date the
scheme has raised over £13
million, making a very real
difference to vulnerable and
marginalised families around
the world.
•Each World Gift is a real
example of CAFOD's work.
When you choose a gift, you
support the area of our work
that this gift represents. So, for
example, when you buy
chickens, you support our work
with poor farmers in rural areas
of developing countries by
contributing to our Livestock,
Agriculture and Livelihoods

funds. This gives us the
flexibility to respond in the best
way possible to the individual
needs of the different
communities we work with all
over the world.
•CAFOD is the official aid
agency of the Catholic Church
in England and Wales, and part
of Caritas International. Across
the world we bring hope and
compassion to poor
communities, standing side by
side with them to end poverty
and injustice. Because we work
through the local Church, we
can reach people and places
that others can’t.
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