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One of my favourite television programs is called
“Time Team”. It is introduced by Tony Robinson,
better known as Baldrick in Blackadder. 

Teams of archaelogists excavate a site and gradually
reveal ruins of buildings, Roman pavements and
ancient treasures. No matter how unpromising is the
object found, they treat it with care and respect,
brushing it, cleaning it and recording it before being
sent for further investigation. Even the amateur treasure
hunters with their metal detectors often find hidden
treasure in the middle of a field. 

In this day and age they are obliged by the 1996

Treasure Act to report their find to a coroner who then
makes decisions about ownership – and the reward!

In the two parables about discovering treasure in
today’s gospel, Jesus is giving us lessons for life. Both
the buyer of the field and the discoverer of the pearl
take great risks. They go and sell everything they own
in order to purchase their dream. “Where your treasure
is, there will your heart be also”. (Matthew 6:21)

What would make me really happy?

The parables take us to the heart of the real questions

in life. What do I really want? What do I really value?
What would make me really happy? Initially, I imagine,
most of us would like to win the lottery, not to have to
work any more, have no need to worry about material
things. But if we dig deeper in the field of our heart we
would surely speak about the treasure of good health,
of happiness, of family. The treasure of being wanted,
being needed, being loved. The treasure of the
capacity to give love.

We give thanks to God
Archbishop George Stack reflects on the re-opening of St David's Cathedral

A diminished congregation at St David’s Cathedral...but faith still stands!

• Continued on page 6
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LIVE ONE DAY AT A TIME!
Do you, like me, feel as if
we are in the eye of the
Covid-19 storm? 
As the numbers of
infections in Wales,
thankfully, plummet we are
eager to take advantage of
the respite and enjoy a little
taste of normality. But as
this is the “new normal” -
where we must stay alert
and keep Covid-safe at all
times - there is not that
much peace of mind
generally to be had. As
Christians though,
remembering that we are
urged to live one day at a
time, we are much better
placed to feel secure. When

we keep our focus on Jesus
we can be sure that we will
always be safe; no matter
what happens in our lives! I
hope the meditation below
helps you to stay focused
on the present.

1. Read Matthew 6:31-34
2. Sit up straight and close
your eyes. Breathe in deeply
through the nose. Hold a
few seconds. Breathe out
through the mouth and as
you do so feel the whole of
your body relax.
3. Now meditate for a few
moments on the fact that
Christ does not want you to
worry about anything. He

wants, instead, your
complete trust.
4. Now say this prayer – or
one of your own – ‘Dear
Lord, I want to trust You,
always, but sometimes I find
life very scary. Please will
you remind me often to stay
as close to You as possible,
and to feel the security of
Your loving presence. I ask
this in the name of Jesus
Christ. Amen’
5. When you are ready
breathe in and out deeply
as before. Then open your
eyes and have a big stretch.

I hope that with Jesus by
your side you enjoy a

measure of tranquillity each
day, no matter what your
circumstances.

God bless
Teresa

For more on the above topic
please see Teresa’s blog:
http://teresaodriscoll.blogsp
ot.co.uk/
Teresa O’Driscoll 
is the author
of 9 Days to
Heaven,
How to
make
everlasting
meaning of
your life.

3 minute reading and meditation with
Teresa O’Driscoll
Email: teresa@teresaodriscoll.co.uk

You will need a
bible, a chair,
and few
minutes alone

“Do not worry
about
tomorrow:
tomorrow will
take care of
itself.” Matthew
6:34

Dear All,
The past few months have been incredibly difficult, and
I wish to start with thanking you for all the work you
have been doing responding to the crisis in your parish
and church.

At the same time, I would like to share some good
news: we have been awarded a grant from the Welsh
Government’s Voluntary Services Emergency Fund to
expand the good work already taking place across the
Archdiocese serving the wider community at this
difficult time.

The ’Staying Together While Apart’ project will run for
6 months and has two specific objectives:

First, to improve mental health and wellbeing of older
and vulnerable adults, reduce feelings of isolation and
loneliness, provide care to those suffering
psychological distress, and foster a sense of belonging
and community. We intend to use Zoom, Skype, live
streaming, and YouTube podcasts along with the more

traditional phone calls, letters, and even postcards to
combat isolation and communicate messages of
support to those in need.

Secondly, we intend to expand, ‘shop and drop’
home deliveries of food, care packages, and
prescriptions organised for the most vulnerable who are
self-isolating.

This is a fantastic project but can only be delivered
with your help. Have you been involved in working with
the elderly and vulnerable affected by the COVID-19?
Then we wish to hear from you! Tell us about your
experience and how we can assist you – please take a
few moments and complete an online survey we
created: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/8CW7DNR!

I am happy to answer any questions you have, so
please do get in touch: klavdija.erzen@rcadc.org.

Klavdija Erzen
STWA Project Manager.

Staying Together While Apart - a new

project to help the most vulnerable

The dreadful
damage to
our twin city
Over the course of the weekend we have
seen that the Cathedral church of St. Peter
and St. Paul in the French city of Nantes has
been hit by a devastating fire. 

This beautiful Medieval building has
witnessed the destruction of its grand organ.
The city of Nantes is twinned with the city of
Cardiff. Archbishop George Stack has sent the
following message to Bishop Jean-Paul James
of Nantes.

Your Excellency,
I write on behalf of the City of Cardiff which is
proudly twinned with the City of Nantes. I
express our sadness at the fire which has
engulfed your Cathedral of St.Peter and St. Paul
in Nantes. Please be assured of the solidarity of
the people of Cardiff at this difficult time. Be
assured of the kindest thoughts and prayers of
the Catholic community here in the capital of
Wales.
+George Stack, Archbishop of Cardiff
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Editorial
Our tribute to our
Italian citizens
You will see on page 7 the tragic fate of Welsh
Italians who were deported to Canada at the
start of World War 2.
These were loyal British citizens who were unfairly
rounded up and sent to Canada since they were
seen as possible dangers to Britain since Italy had
joined the Germans. Their boat was torpedoed by
the Germans. This was an appalling injustice! We in
Wales owe a lot to our Italian comrades. Our Italian
immigrants have contributed so much to our way of
life in Wales.
Look at the churches they funded from their work in
low-paid jobs in the coal and the steel industries
Look at the businesses they set up, the cafes, ice
cream parlours and restaurants! What a contribution
to Welsh life they made.
I have a personal interest in this. Forty years ago my
wife gave birth to our son and several days later I
took her and our new-born son to our favourite
restaurant in Pontypridd, where we then
lived....John’s Restaurant, owned by the Orsi family
from Bardi.
Our son was scooped up by the staff and taken up
to their flat above the shop where they looked after
him to allow my wife to relax after a difficult
childbirth. God bless the Orsi family!
As someone who has studied in Italy I admire the
Italians...and I admire the Welsh Italians who have
given so much to our society.
It is fitting that every year in St David’s Metropolitan
Cathedral we pay tribute to those Welsh Italians who
died in the Arandora Star.
Due to the lockdown, I was not there to pay my
tribute as I have in past years.
I will be there next year and for all the years that
remain to me to pay my tribute to our Welsh Italians.
Dr James Campbell
Editor Catholic People

Reopening of 
places of worship
ARCHDIOCESE OF CARDIFF Archbishop’s House�
41 - 43 Cathedral Road Cardiff CF11 9HD
Tel/Ffon: (029) 2022 0411 Email: arch@rcadc.org
Fax/Fac’s: (029) 2037 9036 
REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 1177272

21 July 2020

Dear Brothers
At last I have obtained the
definitive version of the
Government of Wales
Guidance on the reopening of
Places of Worship. This was
first published on 20 June and
updated on 20 July. I am
grateful to Fr. Bernard Sixtus
for his important contribution
to this work.
May I emphasise that this Guidance be read in

conjunction with the document “Guidance for the
Celebration of Mass” issued by the Bishops of England
and Wales on 7 July. For ease of reference I have
attached below a copy of that document.
The Welsh Government document adds more specific

advice which will need to be followed, though the
language has to be adapted to our own particular
circumstances. It was prepared with all the “Faith
Communities” in mind.
In particular, I draw your attention to the following:
1. Ceremonies that do not form part of communal worship
should continue to be by invitation only as described in
the guidance for funerals and weddings.

2. It is advised that ceremonies and services should be
concluded in the shortest reasonable time as this
reduces the risk of transmission of the virus.

3. Activities such as singing, chanting, shouting or playing
of wind instruments and organs should be specifically
avoided. This is because there is a possible additional
risk of infection in environments where individuals are
singing or chanting as a group, and this applies even if
social distancing is being observed or face coverings
are used.

4. Where it is an essential part of the worship or

ceremony, only one individual should be permitted to
sing or chant, and the use of plexi-glass screens and
physical distancing should be considered to protect
others.

5. The distribution of food or drink (consumables) should
be avoided except where they are integral to the
worship, religious or belief ceremony. If it is necessary to
handle consumables during a ceremony, then those
giving and receiving the item should necessarily wash
their hands before and after exchange and avoid
contact.

6. Where rituals and ceremonies require water to be
applied to the body, small volumes can be splashed
onto the body, but full immersion should be avoided.
It seems to me that the remaining paragraphs of the

document have been implemented well by the number of
churches which have already opened for private prayer
and are now preparing for public worship. Needless to say,
I am very grateful for the enormous efforts which have
been made by priests and volunteers to ensure that our
churches are places of safety for all those who will return
to worship within these well love buildings.

Metropolitan Archbishop of Cardiff
George Stack

Parishioners await to enter St David’s Metropolitan Cathedral for the first time since lockdown

“No singing or organs in the present pandemic circumstances”
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Your chance to join in 
retreats  at Belmont Abbey

By Fr Brendan Thomas OSB
Prior and Novice Master of Belmont Abbey

We have all been hit by the corona virus. Sadly,
we have had to suspend our retreats and
cannot welcome guests at the moment. But we
also see this as an opportunity to try some
new things and reach out in different ways.
We have started organizing some online retreats,

with two more coming up soon. First, what should
be a very interesting day with Austen Ivereigh on
Pope Francis’s message to the church and the
world, looking beyond the pandemic. 
Ivereigh, who has settled in the Archdiocese, on

the Welsh Borders, is the author of the bestselling
biography ‘The Great Reformer,’ and more recently
‘Wounded Shepherd.’ He interviewed Pope Francis
at the start of the current pandemic and will look at
Pope Francis’s challenging message to the church
and the world.

We have been forced to spend more time
indoors

I will be leading a more reflective retreat day on
the spirituality of the home – ‘Heaven at Home’.
We have all been forced to spend more time
indoors, so is worth thinking about houses and
homes as the place where we live out our spiritual
lives, seeking a place of peace amidst the joys
and tears of our existence. 
Jesus seemed to love the domestic, and his

ministry was in the everyday world of the people of
Galilee. The faith originally spread through the
houses of the early Christians, before there was
public worship in churches.
In the pipeline are some other retreats. Hopefully

something soon on Hildegard of Bingen, our new
Benedictine Doctor of the church – writer,
contemplative, musician, preacher and formidable
woman! Later on a longer retreat is planned with
the great English Mystic Julian of Norwich, who
lived through the plague but whose message
reaches down to our own time: “All shall be well,
all shall be well, and all manner of things shall be
well” – not just a sunshine phrase to put on a
fridge magnet, but grounded in her ultimate trust
and confidence in a good and loving God that
enabled her to look beyond the present suffering.

New technology helps our faith

As some of these retreats are planned at short
notice, the best way to hear about them is to sign
up for our newsletter from the link on our website:
www.belmontabbey.org.uk
I found from our first retreat that some people

like the experience of coming together with others
for these retreats, so we use Zoom, which allows
us to connect and be present to each other. But
the other, more reflective side of giving the talks
seems to work well with video – so people can
follow things at their own pace and in their own
time. 
If you would like to sample a retreat go online to

our website, and under Retreats you will see one
on Staying Sane (in a time of crisis!) with some

wisdom form St Benedict and the
monastic tradition.

We need to support each other

We are all experiencing this crisis
in different ways. Some have
known personal loss through the
virus, others have been hit
financially. We all need to try to
support each other through these
difficult days and find new ways of
interacting even as we have to
keep socially distant.
I hope our efforts to reach out

through the web will contribute to
that, maybe we will make new
friends through this effort. There
are silver linings to these dark
clouds, which may be God’s
messages to us to live, work and
pray in new ways.
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8 August
Led by Austen Ivereigh
At the beginning of this Coronavirus crisis, Austen
Ivereigh was in the unique position to interview
Pope Francis and learn from him directly how he
understood it as a potential moment of creativity
and conversion for the Church.
He will look at Pope Francis’s vision for humanity

in the wake of the pandemic: his spiritual leadership
during the crisis (we can think of the striking image
of the Pope alone in St Peter's Square) and the
proposals that are likely to come out of the Vatican
COVID-19 Commission that the Pope has set up.
�Dr Ivereigh, a Fellow in Contemporary Church

History at Campion Hall, Oxford, has been
described as "the most astute historian of the
pontificate of Pope Francis" and his recent book
Wounded Shepherd charts the Pope's six year

struggle to bring about reform in the Church.
Retreat available via Zoom ON THE DAY ONLY

Heaven at Home 22 August
Led by Dom Brendan Thomas

Someone said to me recently “I have fallen in love
with my home again.” That is a very positive
response to this Coronavirus crisis that has forced
us into our homes in a new and unexpected way.
Others have experienced the isolation with sadness
and frustration.
�Either way, it gives us pause to remember that

Jesus loved the domestic. His ministry was in the
everyday, the intimate, and he taught us to find God
there. And when St Benedict came to establish his
brand of monasticism, it was not the cave or the
desert that became for him the place of Divine

encounter, but the household.
�George Herbert talked about ‘Heaven in

Ordinary.’ How does the domestic become the
place where we deepen our love for God and each
other? We look at the place of the home in the life
of faith
Retreat available via the Belmont webpage and

Zoom on the day or on the Belmont website
afterwards.

How to join the retreats
Our retreats will be using either our Belmont
webpages, Zoom, or a combination of both. For
security reasons we are now having to use
passwords for Zoom, so please keep a note of
them. Those on our mailing list will receive them by
email. Any questions, contact the Retreats Office.

A Chance for Change? 

Eucharist provides strength to care for others
Ahead of the Angelus prayer recently, Pope
Francis encourages the faithful to draw strength
from the Eucharist and to show compassion and
tenderness toward those in need.
Pope Francis reflected on Jesus’ miracle of the

multiplication of the loaves (Mt 14:13-21) during his
catechesis at the Sunday Angelus.
He said the people had gone to listen to Jesus in a

deserted place, because “His words and His
gestures restore and bring hope.”
As the sun goes down and those present begin to

seek food, Jesus tells His disciples to give them
something to eat.
“Jesus wants to use this situation to educate His

friends, both then and now, about God’s logic: the
logic of taking responsibility for others,” said Pope
Francis.
Power as sign of charity
The Pope added that Jesus didn’t leave His disciples
alone when they say there are only five loaves and
two fishes. He takes the bread, breaks it, and gives it
to the disciples for them to distribute.
“With this gesture, Jesus expresses His power; not in
a spectacular way but as a sign of charity, of God the
Father’s generosity toward His weary and needy
children.”
Pope Francis said Jesus is immersed in people’s

lives, and that He understands our weaknesses and

limits. “He nourishes them with His word and
provides plentiful sustenance.”
Eucharist and daily bread
Pope Francis went on to say that the multiplication of
the loaves has clear Eucharistic overtones.
An important element is the connection between

the Eucharistic bread – nourishment for eternal life –
and our daily bread – which we require to survive.
“Before offering Himself to the Father as the Bread

of salvation, Jesus ensures there is food for those
who follow Him and who, in order to be with Him,
neglected to make provisions.”
The Pope said this shows that there is no

opposition between the spiritual and the material.
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We give thanks to God
Archbishop George Stack reflects on the re-opening of St David's Cathedral

• Continued from Page 1

Like the farmer and his field, like the
merchant and his pearl of great price, is
there any thing, or any one, for whom I
would risk everything, sell everything in
order to posess or be possessed?

One thousand years before the birth of
Jesus, King Solomon was told by God
that he could have anything he wished
now that he was king. We heard that
Solomon did not ask for a long life, or
riches, or even the death of his enemies.
He asked for the gift of wisdom. “Give
your servant the heart to understand
how to discern between good and evil”.
(1Kings 3:9). My favourite prayer at Mass
says “Help us to judge wisely the things
of earth and measure them by the things

of heaven”. The treasure of wisdom.

The salvation of the world

The treasure at the heart of the life and
teaching of Jesus was to do the will of
his Father. He did not just speak about
that. He gave up family, home, security
to preach the presence of the kingdom
of God in the unlikeliest places and in
the unlikeliest of people. 

He renounced all that he could have
legitimately demanded as his own, and
even gave up his own life for the
salvation of the world. On the cross,
Jesus did not withdraw God’s love. He
did not say “Look what they have done
to me”. On the cross, he goes on
revealing, goes on loving,goes on

forgiving – even when it breaks his heart.
“Father, forgive them, they know not what
they do”. But he kept the treasure close
to his heart. “Father, into your hands I
commend my spirit”.

A time of extraordinary confusion

In his teaching, in his life,death and
resurrection, Jesus enables us to
discover that which is of real value in our
lives. He teaches us that we have all
stumbled on treasure, wrapped in the
ordinary things of life and in the ordinary
people we love. 

This has been brought home to us in
the last three months of isolation when
we have been cut off from each other. It
has been a time of extraordinary

confusion, isolation and even danger.
We have been cut off, too, from the

central mystery of our faith – that act of
Holy Communion which closes the gap
between God and ourselves and
transforms every moment of our lives.
“The glory of God is humanity fully alive”
as St. Irenaeus wrote in the second
century. Now, as we begin to open our
churches and come together for worship
we give thanks to God for the great
treasure which is the Eucharist. For the
treasure which is our faith in God – and
more importantly, perhaps, the great
treasure of God’s faith in us. We give
thanks for the example of each other.
Surely this is a treasure beyond all
price?

With a face mask Father Daniel delivers
communion at St David's Metropolitan Cathedral
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Welsh Italians who lost their lives in a
wartime tragedy are still remembered
Many of the familiar Italian names from South Wales are known to those of us who have lived in Cardiff
and the Valleys. The memorial to those who lost their lives is honoured every year at St David’s
Metropolitan Cathedral…even in lockdown when, pictured here, Archbishop George paid homage to the
victims.
ArandoraStar, originally SS Arandora, was a
British passenger ship of the Blue Star Line.
She was built in 1927 as an ocean liner and
refrigerated cargo ship, converted in 1929
into a cruise ship and requisitioned as a
troopship in the Second World War. At the
end of June 1940 she was assigned the
task of transporting Italian and German
civilians among a small number of prisoners
of war to Canada. On 2 July 1940 she was
sunk in controversial circumstances by a
German U-boat with a large loss of life, 805
people.
What became Arandora Star’s final voyage,

was the transport of Italian and German
internees as well as German prisoners of war
to Canada. In Liverpool on 27–30 June, she
embarked 734 interned Italian men, 479
interned German men, 86 German prisoners of
war, 200 military guards, in addition to her crew
of 174 officers and men. Her Master was
Captain Edgar Wallace Moulton. The ship was
bound for St John's, Newfoundland, and her
internees for Canadian internment camps.

Torpedoed

Sources disagree as to whether the ship left
Liverpool on 30 June, or on 2 July 1940. She
sailed unescorted, and early on the morning of
2 July she was about 75 miles west of Bloody
Foreland when she was torpedoed. U-47,
commanded by Günther Prien, struck Arandora
Star with a single torpedo.
Prien believed the torpedo to be faulty, but it

detonated against Arandora Star's starboard
side, flooding her aft engine room. All engine
room personnel, including two engineer
officers, were killed. Her turbines, main
generators and emergency generators were all
immediately put out of action and therefore
knocked out all lights and communications
aboard.
Chief officer Frederick Brown gave the ship's

position to the radio officer, who transmitted a
distress signal. At 7:5 hours Malin Head radio
acknowledged the message and retransmitted
to Land's End and to Portpatrick.

Afraid to leave the ship

The cruise ship carried 14 lifeboats and 90
liferafts. The torpedo destroyed one starboard
and disabled the davits and falls of another.[10]
Two boats were damaged during their launch
and thus useless. The crew successfully
launched the remaining 10 boats and more
than half the liferafts. Some boats were
overloaded by prisoners descending the falls
and side ladders, but many of the Italians were
afraid to leave the ship. At least four of the
remaining lifeboats were launched with a very
small number of survivors. One other lifeboat
was swamped and sank shortly after being
launched.
The ship listed further to starboard. At 7:15,

Captain Moulton and his senior officers walked

over the side into the rising water, leaving behind many
Italians who were still afraid to leave the ship. At 7:20, the
ship rolled over, raised her bow in the air and sank. 805
people were killed, including Captain Moulton, 12 of his
officers, 42 of his crew and 37 of the military guards.
“I could see hundreds of men clinging to the ship. They

were like ants and then the ship went up at one end and
slid rapidly down, taking the men with her… Many men
had broken their necks jumping or diving into the water.
Others injured themselves by landing on drifting wreckage
and floating debris near the sinking ship,” said one
survivor.

Memorial chapel in
Bardi

Throughout July and
August, bodies were
washed up on the
Irish shore. On 30
July, the first body
was found; 71-year-
old Ernesto Moruzzi,
who was found at
Cloughglass,
Burtonport. Four
others were found on
the same day. During
August 1940, 213
bodies washed up on
the Irish coast, of
which 35 were from
Arandora Star and a
further 92
unidentified,

potentially from the ship.
In the weeks following the Arandora Star’s sinking many

bodies of those who died were carried by the sea to
various points in Ireland and the Hebrides.
A memorial chapel was built in a cemetery in Bardi,

home town of 48 of the dead, and an annual
commemorative mass is held in the town. A street in Bardi
was renamed Via Arandora Star.
On 2 July 2010, the 70th anniversary of the sinking, a

new memorial was unveiled in St David’s Metropolitan
Cathedral, Cardiff by the Arandora Star Memorial Fund in
Wales.
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40 million children missing out on
early education due to Covid-19
UNICEF highlights the effects of Covid-19 on childcare and early
childhood education, pointing out that 40 million children have
had their education disrupted amid the crisis.
In the wake of the Covid-19 crisis that has engulfed the world, challenges to

children’s education, care and well-being have become even more pronounced.
Even before the outbreak of the novel coronavirus, experts were already describing
the situation of families as “a global childcare crisis.”
The latest report published by UNICEF notes that “99 percent of the world’s 2.36

billion children” are in countries with some movement restrictions “including 60
percent under some form of lockdown.”
As a result of this, at least 40 million children worldwide have missed out on early

childhood education in their critical pre-school year, as Covid-19 has greatly affected
childcare and education facilities in many countries.
The report released on Wednesday focuses on the state of childcare and early

childhood education globally and includes an analysis of the impact of widespread
Covid-19 closures of vital family services.

Effects of disruptions to education

“Education disruptions caused by the Covid-19 pandemic are preventing children
from getting their education off to the best possible start,” said UNICEF Executive
Director Henrietta Fore.
“Childcare and early childhood education build a foundation upon which every

aspect of children’s development relies,” Fore added. “The pandemic is putting that
foundation under serious threat.”
The impact of Covid-19 restrictions on work and family life has left many parents

struggling to balance childcare and paid employment, with a disproportionate
burden on women who, according to the report, spend more time on childcare than
men on average.
Already before the pandemic, the report notes that “over 35 million children under

five years old are sometimes left without supervision, a factor often linked to
economic pressures on parents to work.” Currently, the closures have exposed a
deeper crisis for families of young children especially in low and middle-income
countries, many of whom find it difficult to access childcare services.

Global state of childcare

The UNICEF report underlines that the care children receive “should provide them
with affection, protection, stimulation and nutrition and at the same time enable
them to develop social, emotional and cognitive skills.” It lists the different forms of
childcare as family care, non-family care and no care (situations where no-one is
supervising the child.)
According to UNICEF, for children who receive care from family members

(parents, grandparents and older siblings), there are substantial benefits such as
“the development of early and secure attachments.” However, not all family-care
experiences are positive for children as in 74 low and middle-income countries, 80
percent of children aged 2 to 4 years experienced some form of violent discipline.
In richer households, especially in low-income countries, a substantial amount of

childcare is done by domestic workers. This form of childcare, according to the
report, “can relieve fatigued parents and enable them to attain a more manageable
balance between caring and earning.”
The report also points out that of the 70 million domestic workers worldwide, 70

percent are women. One in six is from a migrant background, and 9 out of 10 of
them are excluded from social security systems.
Meanwhile, children with no care, according to the report, run the risk of

“undernourishment and immediate physical harm (including death)”. This also
carries “negative consequences for children’s long-term developmental outcomes.”

Accessible and affordable childcare

In light of these global childcare challenges which have been further exacerbated by
the Covid-19 crisis, UNICEF proposes “adequate and gender-balanced parental
leave policies,” as well as improved “access to organized non-family childcare.”
These, the organization hopes, “will enable both parents to balance caring and
earning responsibilities more effectively and equitably.”
In this regard, the report points out that out of 166 countries, only 45 percent

provide tuition-free pre-primary programs for at least one year, and this number
drops to 15 percent for low-income countries.
At the same time, UNICEF notes that increased pre-school enrolment is only

possible due to affordability. The report highlighted that in Latin America which had
a 96 percent pre-school enrolment rate in 2018, parents spent less than 20 percent
of their per-capital household budget on childcare costs.

Childcare recommendations

The report proposes measures to guide governments and employers in improving
childcare and early childhood education policies.
It recommends paid parental leave for all parents so that there is no gap between

the end of parental leave and the start of affordable childcare; flexible work
arrangements that address the needs of working parents; investment in the non-
family childcare workforce, as well as social protection systems for families working
in non-formal employment.
“The Covid-19 pandemic is making a global childcare crisis even worse,” Fore

said. “Families need support from their governments and their employers to weather
this storm and safeguard their children’s learning and development.”

EU Bishops welcome Covid-19 Recovery Fund
The President of the Commission of the Bishops’
Conferences of the European Union expresses
gratitude for the deal reached by the bloc for an almost
€2 trillion budget and coronavirus recovery fund.
Reacting to the historic agreement reached by EU leaders

early on a €750 billion coronavirus recovery fund and the
bloc’s long-term budget, Cardinal Jean-Claude Hollerich
said he is thankful for “a solution which expresses solidarity
inside the European Union.”
The overall EU budget for the period of 2021-27 will

amount to €1.82 trillion. It includes the €750 billion
recovery instrument to help relaunch the European
economy after the Covid-19 crisis as well as the bloc’s
ordinary budget.
Speaking to Vatican News just hours after the conclusion

of the four-day Summit in Brussels, Cardinal Hollerich,

President of the Commission of the Bishops’ Conferences
of the European Union (COMECE), said he is grateful for
the deal “because Europe is not conceivable without
solidarity.”
Archbishop Hollerich also expressed his hope that “this

recovery fund will help the weakest economies, the
economies most touched by the pandemic to grow, and to
be there for people, for the real people who constitute the
European Union, so that also the next generation can live in
peace and in certain prosperity.”
At the end of May, the European bishops had welcomed

the proposal by the EU for a recovery fund to deal with the
economic fallout of the Covid-19 pandemic. On that
occasion they appealed for justice for the most vulnerable
and the environment and asked leaders to put solidarity at
the heart of discussions.
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