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As the 2019/20 School year was dramatically
curtailed due to the Covid restrictions, so the start
of the 2020/21 Academic year will be far from
normal, both for students and staff. Indeed the
usual final chapter in the school year – exam
results day – has proved particularly traumatic for
all secondary school and college students.
The need to create a fair system for awarding

grades, when all examinations had been cancelled,
was always going to be a challenge for the authorities. 
However a framework, which regulatory bodies in all

four home nations thought would stand up to scrutiny,
unravelled spectacularly during mid-August. Our
thoughts and prayers are with all those learners and
their families who have had to endure the uncertainty
about their future further education and career
prospects. Although this has meant that schools are
not being ranked on their results this year, there have
been significant successes for pupils in all our schools. 
We congratulate all the class of 2020, who’ve had to

cope with unprecedented disruption to their education
at such a crucial point in their lives.

Children of key workers

Let us remember that there has been virtually no
formal education offered in school settings since the
middle of March. Children of key workers have had the
opportunity to attend school, usually in a central hub,
but this was primarily a child-minding arrangement, in
recognition of the vital work being undertaken by their
parents. 
Towards the end of the Summer Term some year

groups in England, and all year groups in Wales, were
offered the chance of a very limited return to their
schools (in suitably socially distanced groups), to help
them prepare for the start of the following term. Not all
parents were comfortable about sending their children
to school in these circumstances. Thus, there will be
some pupils who will return to a school building in
September for the first time in nearly six months.
In July both the UK and Welsh Governments

decided that the balance of risk was now
overwhelmingly in favour of all children returning to
school. Ministers recognised that being out of school is
detrimental for children’s cognitive and academic
development as well as their health and well-being.
This “balance of risk” took into account what Welsh
Government, in its guidance for the full re-opening of
schools, described as “the improved situation we now
find ourselves in”. However, a few weeks after that
guidance was published, we are seeing the rate of
Covid-19 infection beginning to creep up not only here
in the UK, but in many other countries, at a time when

governments thought that infection levels were under
control. Despite these trends it is clear that schools
across the UK will re-open in September, even if that
has to be balanced by the re-imposition of further
restrictions on other parts of society and the economy.

Low risk for children

Current scientific thinking suggests that there is a very
low risk of children becoming severely ill from Covid-
19. Where schools have re-opened in other countries
there has been little evidence of children transmitting
the disease. 
Nevertheless, during the Summer holiday period

headteachers and staff have had their work cut out to
prepare their schools for a full return of pupils. They
need to ensure that in September there are
proportionate protective measures in place both for
children and staff. Protective measures involve
minimising contact between all individuals wherever
possible. 
This is likely to involve younger children forming

groups of learners which are kept separate, as well as
ensuring social and physical distancing between older
children. Staff will need to remain with set groups of
younger children rather than interchanging between
groups and, in the case of older children, will need to
adhere to social and physical distancing.

As pupils will be kept in distinct contact groups,
schools will need to avoid large gatherings such as
collective worship assemblies with more than one
group. Groups should be kept apart and movement
around the school site kept to a minimum. There are
likely to be staggered break and lunch times, as well
as at the beginning and end of the school day. 
While taking account of all necessary social

distancing, and putting in place significant additional
cleaning programmes, headteachers have to ensure
that they can still deliver a broad and balanced
curriculum for all the learners in their care. Furthermore,
even if pupils are able to sit exams in 2021, those
transferring into years 11 and 13 have missed several
months of formal teaching, when significant parts of
their exam syllabi would have been covered. 
The various regulatory authorities and exam boards

are producing guidance for schools setting out revised
expectations on what they would expect of learners,
given the teaching time they have missed.

Health and welfare monitoring

Clearly this all involves significant extra planning and
preparation for headteachers and school staff, along
with increased responsibilities to monitor the health 
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Let Biblical Inspiration Fire Your Imagination!

DISCOVER EVEN MORE ABOUT
CHRIST!

As children and young adults
(hopefully – coronavirus permitting)
return to formal education, for many
adults too this time of year brings with
it a special kind of energy. You may
direct this impetus towards, say,
learning something new, clearing out
the old, or sprucing up whatever takes
your fancy. Also, considering the
continuing challenges of the
pandemic, it could be viewed as the
perfect opportunity for a little spiritual
self-assessment. Perhaps start that by
pondering on your knowledge of, and
personal relationship with, Christ, Who
wants to steer you through the choppy
waters of life. Try the meditation below
to start the process.

1. Read Psalm 119:64-66

2. Sit up straight and close your eyes.
Breathe in deeply through the nose.
Hold a few seconds. Breathe out
through the mouth and as you do so
feel the whole of your body relax.

3. Now meditate for a few moments
on the fact that God wants you know
Him.

4. Now say this prayer – or one of your
own –‘Dear Lord, I want to deepen my
knowledge of You and to seek Your
will for me. So, as I read my Bible, do
my work, and go about the business of
daily life, please remind me to be open
always to Your instruction. I ask this in
the name of Jesus Christ. Amen’

5. When you are
ready breathe in and
out deeply as before.
Then open your eyes
and have a big
stretch.

I hope that the
insights you gain through a fresh look
at your faith enrich your relationship
with Christ.

God bless
Teresa

For more on the above topic please
see Teresa’s blog:
http://teresaodriscoll.blogspot.co.uk/
Teresa O’Driscoll 
is the author of 9 Days to Heaven,
How to make everlasting meaning of
your life.

3 minute reading and meditation with
Teresa O’Driscoll
Email: teresa@teresaodriscoll.co.uk

You will need
a bible, a
chair, and few
minutes alone

“Do not worry
about
tomorrow:
tomorrow will
take care of
itself.”
Matthew 6:34

“Teach me good judgements and knowledge, for I believe in Thy commandments.” Psalm 119:66

• Continued from Page 1

and welfare of their pupils, once they
return.
However, in Wales additional burdens

are being placed on school staff by the
decision of Welsh Government ministers
to press ahead, at pace, with the
introduction of their new Curriculum Bill. 
Although many schools have been

involved in discussions and planning for
the new Curriculum over the last 2 or 3
years, there was widespread concern
that the Government chose to table the
legislation in July, in the midst of the
Covid-19 pandemic. Indeed, the
Curriculum Bill was published two weeks
before the end of the Government’s
consultation on significant changes to
the teaching of Religious Education,
which forms part of the legislation. 
One of the initial stages of the

legislation process for this Bill is a call
for evidence by the Senedd’s Children

and Young People’s Committee, which
has an important part to play in
scrutinising the proposals. The deadline
for submission of evidence to the
CYPEC has been set for the 29th
September, a mere 2 weeks after all
children are expected to be re-
integrated into their schools. 
This leaves precious little time for

school leaders, already fully engaged in
repurposing their schools to deal with
Covid-19, to be able to respond to this
call for evidence in any meaningful way.
Prior to the Covid-19 lockdown, many

Welsh Catholic schools were fully
engaged in the ongoing discussions
about the shape and scope of the new
Curriculum. Several schools across the
Diocese, along with other Catholic
schools in Wales, had been identified by
Welsh Government as “Pioneer
Schools”, charged with developing best
practice in particular areas of learning,
as part of the new Curriculum. Having

had this prior involvement we are clearly
not opposed to the idea of developing a
new Curriculum. However, we are
opposed to Government attempts to
force through an important piece of
education legislation, one which would
have a particularly significant impact on
Voluntary Aided schools, at a time when
school leaders have far greater priorities
with which to contend.

Catholic education

The Directors of Schools for all three
Welsh Dioceses are continuing to work
with the national officers of the Catholic
Education Service in order to ensure that
our concerns are recognised by Welsh
Government officials and Members of
the Senedd. 
Indeed, prior to the Senedd’s Summer

recess, all 87 Catholic headteachers
across Wales signed a joint letter to the
First Minister, Mark Drakeford,

expressing strong concerns about how
they felt the Government’s actions would
affect their ability to deliver Catholic
education. It was extremely
disappointing that the First Minister did
not have the courtesy to reply to them
himself. Instead they received a letter
from the Education Minister, down-
playing their concerns.
Such responses will only serve to

galvanise the Catholic community to
support a rigorous campaign to preserve
Catholic education in Wales. Information
detailing how schools, parishioners and
the wider Catholic community can assist
this campaign will be circulated in the
coming weeks. Please look out for this
and do what you can to help ensure the
future of our schools.

Anne Robertson
Director of Schools

arobertson@rcadc.org 
029 2036 5963
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Br Bernard
- a much 
loved figure
It is with great sadness that we announce the
sudden death of Br Bernard, a much loved
figure in the Belmont Abbey community. 
He collapsed at home in Barrow, where he had

gone for a few days to see his mother.
Dom Bernard was Oblate Master, and widely

appreciated for his friendliness, care and good
humour, his love of monastic history (that he
taught the novices), and the creative gifts that he
brought to Belmont in over 40 years of monastic
life.
Pray for him. May he rest in peace.

Page 2_Layout 1  07/09/2020  17:06  Page 1



CATHOLIC PEOPLE 3

Editorial
Our schools 
Please look at the article on page 1. We are in
the middle of a pandemic but as Anne
Robertson, our Commissioner for Schools and
Colleges says, there is a threat to Catholic
education teaching from the Welsh
government.

We all need to hold our Welsh government to
account. We as parents need to make our
feelings known to our Welsh government.

Please lobby your Welsh representatives with
your feelings.

Back to worship in
our churches
You can see on page 6 two articles from Fr
Michael Doyle and Canon Peter Collins on the
preparations both have made to prepare their
churches to welcome parishioners back to
church.

What a marvellous response both have had
from volunteers, and we are sure this has been
mirrored in all of our churches throughout the
diocese.

Through the marvels of modern
communications we have been able to follow
the Mass on line from our homes. Yet there is
nothing better than being with our fellow
parishioners in church, taking Communion, and
talking to our friends, with the social distancing
needed, after Mass.

We congratulate our priests and their
volunteers who have made coming back to
church possible.

Dr James Campbell
Editor Catholic People

Churches Together 
in Whitchurch – 
Back together to pray
The current pandemic
problems has not
prevented different
faiths getting together in
harmony. This article and
photos from Canon Isaac
underlines out pint faiths
and how we can work
together

On Monday August 10th
Canon Isaac and Fr.
Dwayne Bednar were
joined by Rev. John Davis,
Rector of Whitchurch, to
celebrate the Midday
Prayer of the Church at St.
Teilo’s.

Together they prayed for
all the people of the
Catholic Parish of
Whitchurch and the
Anglican Benefice of
Whitchurch including those
who live in the area who
do not share our faith.

This was the first
opportunity for shared
prayer that has been
possible since the start of
the pandemic and is a
reminder that while there
remain things which still
separate us, we are joined
in a common faith in God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

On the next Tuesday, the
visit was reciprocated
when Canon Isaac and Fr.
Bednar joined Rev. Davis
for Midday Prayer at St.
Mary’s.

Thank you NHS!
The Archbishop of Southwark, the Most Reverend John Wilson,
looked to a lasting expression of gratitude and thanks to NHS
and care staff who have battled COVID-19 over recent months.
That approach, he said, would involve upholding the dignity of
workers and resourcing healthcare for the long-term:

“Our gratitude has been expressed in some powerfully poignant
ways: households out clapping on our streets; messages of support;
posters and signs of appreciation. But our thanks ring hollow if we fail
to value our NHS, emergency, and social care staff in ways that are
tangible and enduring. Making sure they are properly funded and
resourced, and treated with dignity and respect, these are the real
ways we can say ‘thank you.’ We are so grateful for everyone’s
contribution, not forgetting those from other countries who help
ensure our hospitals, clinics, surgeries and care facilities are fit for
purpose.”

Archbishop Wilson was preaching at a special Mass in St George’s
Cathedral for the sick and their families, as well as NHS front-line
workers and those working in Social Care.

Archbishop John Wilson:
“We are so grateful for

the NHS”.

Ecumenital prayer at St Teilo’s

Ecumenical prayer at St Mary’s
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Caritas Calling! – September/Octo  

1. Pope Francis General Audience
catechesis on Church's social
teaching

2. Laudato si' Anniversary Year Plan
2020-2021

3. Climate Sunday 6 September 2020
4. The God Who Speaks: The Year of
the Word - Timeline September and
October 2020:

5. The Pope’s Prayer intentions:
September – Universal prayer intention ‐
Respect for the Planet’s Resources

October – Prayer intention for
evangelisation ‐ The Laity’s Mission in
the Church

6. The Cycle of Prayer
Throughout Ordinary Time: Autumn -
The Harvest, the Fruits of Human
Work, and the Reverent Use of
Creation; Students and Teachers; The
Spread of the Gospel; Justice and
Peace in the World; Prisoners and
their Families; All Victims of War;
Young People.

7. ACTA Conference: The Post -
Pandemic Church - Business as
Usual?

8. ‘To share in order to grow’ – Working
together to assist internally displaced
persons

9. Bishop urges European citizens to
apply for Settled Status immediately

10. Caritas - Social-pastoral instruments
of the Church - at the
parish/community and diocesan levels

1. Pope Francis General Audience
catechesis on Church's social
teaching
Summary of the Holy Father's words
12.08.2020: [For full message:
Multimedia]
Dear Brothers and Sisters, in our

continuing catechesis on the effects of
the current pandemic in the light of the
Church’s social doctrine, we now
consider the theme of human dignity.
The pandemic has made us more aware
of the spread within our societies of a
false, individualistic way of thinking, one
that rejects human dignity and
relationships, views persons as
consumer goods and creates a “throw
away” culture (cf. Evangelii Gaudium,
53). In contrast, faith teaches that we
have been created in God’s image and
likeness, made for love and for
communion of life with him, with one
another and with the whole of creation.
Jesus tells us that true discipleship
consists in following his example by
spending ourselves in service of others.
Our God-given dignity and the rights
that arise from it are the ultimate
foundation of all social life, and have
serious social, economic and political
implications. In responding to the
pandemic we Christians are called to
combat all violations of human dignity

as contrary to the Gospel, and to work
for the wellbeing of our whole human
family and our common home.
Summary of the Holy Father's words

19.08.2020: [For full message:
Multimedia]
Dear Brothers and Sisters, in our

reflection on the current global
pandemic, we have seen that it has
made us sensitive to an even graver
virus affecting our world: that of social
injustice, lack of equal opportunity and
the marginalization of the poor and
those in greatest need. Christ’s example
and teaching show us that a preferential
option for the poor is an essential
criterion of our authenticity as his
followers. Christian charity demands
that, beyond social assistance, we listen
to their voices and work to overcome all
that hinders their material and spiritual
development. Our desire for a return to
normality should not mean a return to
social injustices or to a delay of long
overdue reforms. Today we have an
opportunity to create something
different: an ethically sound economy,
centred on persons, especially the poor,
in recognition of their innate human
dignity. How sad it would be if, for
example, access to a Covid-19 vaccine
were made available only to the rich,
and not to others in equal or greater
need! May the Gospel inspire us to find
ever more creative ways to exercise that
charity, grounded in faith and anchored
in hope, which can heal our wounded
world and promote the true welfare of
our entire human family.
Summary of the Holy Father's words

19.08.2020: [For full message:
Multimedia]
Dear Brothers and Sisters, In our

continuing reflections on the effects of
the current pandemic, we have seen
how our world’s problems are becoming
ever more evident and indeed more
serious. Among these is social
inequality, itself the fruit of an unjust
global economy that creates boundless
wealth for a relative few and greater
impoverishment for the rest of our
human family. In God’s plan, the earth
was created as a garden, to be
cultivated, not brutally exploited. As
stewards of creation, we are called to
ensure that its fruits, which are destined
for all, are in fact shared by all. The
Church reminds us that the principle of
the subordination of private property to
the universal destination of goods is the
first principle of the whole ethical and
social order. When millions of people
lack access to primary goods, when
inequality and lack of opportunity
threaten the very fabric of society, and
when greed endangers the very
environment in which we live, none of us
can stand by idly. Christian hope, which

trusts in the transforming grace of the
risen Christ, impels us to work for the
healing of our world and the building of
a more just and equitable social order.

2. Laudato si' Anniversary Year Plan
2020-2021
A year of celebrations of the Encyclical
Letter of Pope Francis on the care of our
Common Home.
The Dicastery for Promoting Integral

Human Development is happy to
announce a Special Laudato Si’
Anniversary Yearfrom 24th May 2020 –
24th May 2021. We hope that the
anniversary year and the ensuing
decade will indeed be a time of grace, a
true Kairos experience and “Jubilee”
time for the Earth, and for humanity, and
for all God’s creatures… …The urgency
of the situation calls for immediate,
holistic and unified responses at all
levels - local, regional, national and
international. We need, above all, “a
peoples’ movement” from below, an
alliance of all people of good will. As
Pope Francis reminds us, “All of us can
cooperate as instruments of God for the
care of creation, each according to his
or her own culture, experience,
involvements and talents.”(LS, 14).
Catholic Resources to Celebrate

Season of Creation -
https://seasonofcreation.org/catholic/
Pope Francis’ special prayer dedicated

to the Laudato si’ Year. He encourages
everyone to pray it.
Loving God,�Creator of Heaven,

Earth, and all therein contained.�Open
our minds and touch our hearts,�so
that we can be part of Creation, your gift.
Be present to those in need in these

difficult times,�especially the poorest
and most vulnerable.�Help us to show
creative solidarity�as we confront the
consequences of the global
pandemic.�Make us courageous in
embracing�the changes required to
seek the common good.�Now more
than ever, may we all feel
interconnected and interdependent.
Enable us to succeed in listening and

responding�to the cry of the Earth and
the cry of the poor.�May their current
sufferings become the birth-pangs�of a
more fraternal and sustainable world.
We pray through Christ our

Lord,�under the loving gaze of Mary
Help of Christians, Amen.

3. Climate Sunday 6 September 2020
Working And Praying For Creation
May God who established the dance of
creation, who marvelled at the lilies of
the field, who transforms chaos to order,
lead us to transform our lives and the
Church to reflect God’s glory in creation.
Cytûn is inviting all churches to hold a

local Climate Sunday between
September 6 2020 and September 5
2021, as the UK prepares to welcome
the crucial COP26 climate conference to
Glasgow in November 2021. Worship
material, including a complete order of
service, is on the Cytûn website
http://www.cytun.co.uk/hafan/en/worship
-material-for-climate-sunday-and-the-
season-of-creation/ and links to a host
of additional resources are on
https://www.climatesunday.org/ And
there is much more to come in the next
few weeks!

4. The God Who Speaks: The Year of
the Word - Timeline September and
October 2020:
In the Archdiocese of Cardiff, Scripture

Champions, Kate Duffin and Madeleine
Walters, promote the ‘Year of The God
Who Speaks’ and for regular
Newsletters contact Madeleine at
madeleine.walters@rcadc.org.
Fr. Jerome Ituah OCD has the same

role for the Diocese of Menevia; contact:
pkr@menevia.org

5. The Pope’s Prayer intentions:
[Visit: www.thepopevideo.org each
month]
· September – Universal prayer

intention ‐ Respect for the Planet’s
Resources
“We pray that the planet’s resources

will not be plundered, but shared in a
just and respectful manner.”
· October – Prayer intention for

A Monthly Bulletin for our local parishes, charities and
Catholic Agencies
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   ctober 2020
evangelisation ‐ The Laity’s Mission in
the Church
“We pray that by the virtue of baptism,

the laity, especially women, may
participate more in areas of
responsibility in the Church.”

6. The Cycle of Prayer
Autumn - Visit:
http://www.liturgyoffice.org.uk/Calendar/
Cycle/AutumnCP.shtml
Throughout Ordinary Time: Autumn we

are asked to pray for the following
intentions:
The Harvest, the Fruits of Human

Work, and the Reverent Use of Creation
especially on World Day of prayer for the
Care of Creation (1 September) and on
last Sunday in September or whenever
Harvest Festivals are held. Links:
• Laudato si' — Encyclical letter of

Pope Francis on care of our common
home.
· CAFOD – Live Simply Award -

https://cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Livesimpl
y-award
Students and Teachers especially on

Education day: Sunday 13 Sept.
Link:

http://www.catholiceducation.org.uk/
The Spread of the Gospel especially

on Home Mission Day: 3rd Sunday in
September & World Mission Day: the
penultimate Sunday in October
Justice and Peace in the World

especially on Harvest Fast Day: 1st
Friday in October
Prisoners and their Families especially

on Prisoners Sunday (2nd Sunday in
October) and in Prisons Week (2nd
Week in October); Links: Prisons Week;
Prison Advice and Care Trust
All Victims of War especially on

Remembrance Sunday (2nd Sunday in
November)
Young People especially on Christ the

King: 34th Sunday in Ordinary Time.
Links: https://cymfed.org.uk/;

http://www.ycwimpact.com/

7. ACTA Conference: The Post -
Pandemic Church - Business as
Usual?
Covid-19 has caused changes in the
way that society operates. Almost
nothing of the life we knew in 2018-19
has remained unaffected. In our life of
faith, too, we are adapting to change –
churches have been closed for three
months and more. Spiritual needs are
difficult to meet at a time of social
distancing. The charitable work of
society has had to meet new challenges
and new demands.
What kind of Church are we

becoming? What kind of Church will we
be in the future?
Pope Francis has established a Covid-

19 Commission to examine the global
issues associated with the pandemic. At
a diocesan level, ACTA is setting up a
sequence of online Conference
meetings to debate where the Church is

and will be as a result of Covid-19. On
the dates set out below there will be an
online Zoom meeting with
v Introduction of a key speaker
v 20-25 minutes presentation by an

invited speaker
v Breakout rooms- Discussion – 30

minutes - Facilitated
v Question and Answer Session with

the invited speaker – 30 minutes
All sessions will start at 7.00pm

prompt. Registration is essential and the
form is available at :
https://www.acalltoaction.org.uk/
While there is no charge for accessing

these sessions, a small voluntary
donation to defray expenses and to
support the charitable work of our
speakers would be gratefully received.
Wednesday 23rd September 2020–

Prof Tom O’ Loughlin University of
Nottingham:
Eucharist and Community in a Digital

Age
Wednesday 7th October 2020- Fr

Gerry Proctor MBE – Archdiocese of
Liverpool:
Ministering in the Field Hospital
Wednesday 21st October 2020- Dr

Philip McCarthy – Chief Executive,
Caritas Social Action Network:
Hearing the Cry of the Poor and

Disadvantaged
Wednesday 4th November 2020- Dr

Clare Watkins, Reader, Roehampton
Institute:
A Vision for the Church of the Future

8. ‘To share in order to grow’ –
Working together to assist internally
displaced persons
Ahead of the 106th World Day of
Migrants and Refugees, Eric Estrada
Buenaño tells his story about being
welcomed into a new family in
Venezuela. [By Vatican News 14 August
2020]
On September 27, the Church will

mark the 106th World Day of Migrants
and Refugees. The first observance of
the Day was in 1914, just a few months
before the outbreak of World War I,
when Pope St Pius X called on all
Christians to pray for migrants. In 2005,
Pope St John Paul II announced that the
World Day would be celebrated
throughout the Church on the second
Sunday after Epiphany; in 2018, at the
request of various Bishops’ conferences,
Pope Francis moved the celebration to
the last Sunday in September.�In his
Message for this year’s commemoration,
Pope Francis writes, “God did not want
the resources of our planet to benefit
only a few. This was not the Lord’s will!
We have to learn to share in order to
grow together, leaving no one behind.”
Eric’s story
This week, the Migrants and Refugees

Section of the Dicastery for Promoting
Integral Human Development has
published its fourth video in a
communications campaign to help

spread Pope Francis’ message.
https://youtu.be/LEV7id9Y_Y4 In the

video, Eric Estrada Buenaño tells about
his experience as an internally displaced
person in Venezuela.
Read also
22/07/2020 ‘To listen in order to be

reconciled’ – Displaced persons and
Pope's Migrants Day Message
18/06/2020 ‘To be close in order to

serve’ – Displaced persons and Pope’s
Migrants Day message
15/05/2020 Covid-19 and IDPs at

heart of Pope’s Message for World Day
of Migrants and Refugees

9. Bishop urges European citizens to
apply for Settled Status immediately
The Wales & Europe Working Party of
Cytûn warmly endorse this appeal.
With less than a year remaining before

the UK Government’s deadline for EU,
EEA and Swiss citizens living in the UK
to apply for Settled Status, a bishop who
has gone through the process is urging
people not to delay in making their
application. Bishop William Kenney,
Catholic auxiliary Bishop of Birmingham
and himself a Swedish national, says
those who are eligible should apply well
ahead of 30 June 2021. You can hear
him explain more here:
https://tinyurl.com/y4frzb5w The
government requires European citizens
who have made their homes in the UK
to make an application or risk losing
their fundamental rights to live and work
here. Everyone including the children
and partners of European citizens need
to do this. Bishop Kenney warned that
while many people have found it
straightforward, others have faced
obstacles navigating the system or don’t
even realise they’re required to apply.
He’s therefore urging people to get their
applications in early and encouraging
parishioners to look out for others who

might need some support. European
citizens in Wales can access free
support at
http://www.eusswales.com/en/index.html

10. Caritas - Social-pastoral
instruments of the Church - at the
parish/community and diocesan
levels
[Caritas] are first and foremost
instruments of the diocesan bishops to
witness the compassion of the entire
diocesan community to every person in
need.
They are equally instruments of

communion and cooperation beyond the
diocese in the work of charity and
justice. According to the principle of
subsidiarity, diocesan Caritas and even
parish Caritas are the implementers of
concrete actions and services to the
most needy. In reality, the service of
charity incarnates in socio-pastoral work,
and it is precisely at the
parish/community and diocesan levels
that this becomes concrete through
activities that promote social justice,
respect for human rights, care for the
most needy. It’s precisely there that the
Gospel and celebration of the
sacraments, in particular the Eucharist
contribute to change and transform the
relationships and social structures of our
societies according to Jesus’ person
and His project. Diocesan and parish
Caritas play a key role in animating and
mobilising the believers as well as men
and women of good will, allowing them
to act collectively and to put together
resources, including financial and
material to support humanitarian
interventions, livelihood and community
development actions.[1]
To learn more, contact Jim

Barnaville, Coordinator, Caritas
Archdiocese of Cardiff. Email:
caritas@rcadc.org

A call to action!
ACTA- A Call to Action - brings together laity, religious and clergy to con-
sider issues of common interest affecting the Church.
The Board of Trustees has arranged a series of presentations (delivered via
Zoom) through the autumn in preparation for a Spring Conference in early 2021.
We are pleased to introduce our speakers as:
•  Professor Emeritus Tom O'Loughlin speaking on Liturgy and Eucharist in a
Digital Age
•  Fr Gerry Proctor MBE speaking of priestly ministry during the pandemic
•  Dr Philip McCarthy CEO, Caritas Social Action Network on the work of the
charitable sector at a time of Covid 19
•  Dr Clare Watkins, Roehampton Institute, on the Future of the Church
Details are available on the ACTA website (https://www.acalltoaction.org.uk/)
and can be found in this blog that appeared in The Tablet (15-21 August 2020)]
https://www.thetablet.co.uk/blogs/1/1566/how-we-as-church-can-respond-to-
the-crisis-of-covid-19
If you require further information please feel free to contact me 
Frank Callus
Mob 07956 005459
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By Father Michael Doyle

As churches across the diocese
tentatively emerge from a four-month
lockdown spare a thought for the
people who are making this possible.
Since the word was given that public
acts of worship could gradually begin
churches across the Diocese of
Cardiff have been working hard to
assess and ensure that we can
welcome you home safely. 
Across the United Kingdom an

average of 44% of churches have
reopened so far as arrangements
continue to be made to open the doors
in a “Covid Safe” way. The guidelines
issued by the Public Health Authorities
are constantly being revised as they
come to understand more about the
coronavirus, which means your parish
has to continually reassess its working
practices to operate within the “new
norm”.

New challenges

Covid-19 has brought many challenges
over the past four months; as we
gradually reopen our churches, we face
new challenges, the greatest of which is
finding the teams of volunteers we need
to operate in the new norm. 
To the frustration of some we cannot

simply reopen our churches like nothing
has happened; it is a basic response to
the call to love of neighbour that we
show concern for those around us as
we return to our churches. Teams of

volunteers as stewards, cleaners etc. are
needed depending on the size of the
church, what is taking place etc. There is
a lot that goes on behind the scenes to
make the socially distanced Mass,
funeral, wedding etc. possible. These
volunteers must come from a group of
people who are not classified as
vulnerable to the virus; the reality for a
number of parishes is their usual
volunteer base fit into the vulnerable
category. Hence the Cardinal’s words
that not all churches will reopen (at this
time).
Here in the parish of All Saints,

Newport we have nine churches to take
into consideration; at present only one
has reopened. We are only open for
Mass six days a week as we lack safe
volunteer numbers to open for one day.
For each Mass we celebrate a number
of things need to happen:

1. Due to the size and complexity of the
parish we have implemented a
BOOKING SYTEM to give everyone an
opportunity to come to Mass at least
once during the week. About an hour
before Mass, the attendance list is
printed and passed to our stewards.
The stewards use the list to work out
seating arrangements, numbers for
Holy Communion, and to work out if
we have capacity for anyone who
turns up at the door. Given the strict 2
metre social distancing laws in Wales
(in Wales there is no possibility to
reduce to one metre with other
precautions), St. Mary’s can

accommodate 60 people IF everyone
came as an individual. Taking into
consideration household groups etc.
we have not been able to admit more
than 40. [the usual weekend Mass
attendance across the entire parish
has been approximately 1000].

2. 20 minutes before the start of Mass
the church is opened and people
greeted by the stewards who “check
in” those who have pre-booked, or
take the contact details of those who
have come hoping for a space. They
are then escorted to their seat within
the church as we sill from front to back
to minimise social contact.

3. 5 minutes before Mass is due to start
the priest, wearing disposable gloves,
prepares the hosts required for
consecration at Mass and takes them
to the altar before leading the
congregation in a safety briefing and
final prayers before Mass.

4. Once Mass begins the main doors
are closed and the fire exit opened to
ensure ventilation (as required in
health guidelines).

5. At Holy Communion the stewards
invite people row by row to come
forward.

6. As people leave Mass they have an
opportunity to make a donation to the
parish via our new contactless giving
terminal or via a basket by the exit
hand sanitising station.

7. After the final person has left a team
of four cleaners begin sanitising pews,
kneelers, door handles, and other
areas that may have been touched

before mopping out the church ready
for its next use.

8. In the sacristy the priest was down
every vessel he has touched during
the Mass ready for the next Mass to
be offered.

First Holy Communion

Emerging from lockdown does not only
mean the celebration of Mass. 
We have begun the process of

administering the Sacrament of First
Holy Communion to 74 children who
were due to receive the Sacrament back
in June. This has to be done over 8
Masses and each time, the steps above
have to take place. Once First Holy
Communions are complete we look
towards the other Sacraments and try to
gradually introduce normality under the
new norm.
As frustrating as these steps may

seem, they are a step in the right
direction. For four months we have gone
through the Calvary of not being able to
come to church. Whilst the Church has
tried to ensure as best she can that the
Sacraments have been celebrated in
times of extreme need, we have felt the
pain of loss not coming together as the
Church. We would love to open our
churches more often but that can only
be done with your help. If you are able
to volunteer please speak to your parish
priest. If not, spare a though (and a
prayer) for those who are making this
possible.

Thanks to those who make it possible!

Emergence has unleashed many blessings
By Canon Peter Collins

Our gradual emergence from the
restrictions of lockdown has
unleashed many blessings. The
anxieties and associated frustrations
that have been building over the past
six months have left their imprint
upon us all. 
During the darkest days of the

affliction, many promises were made
regarding a deepening of our
commitment to family, to caring for one
another as friends and neighbours
should within our communities. Now is
the time to recall those resolutions and
now is the time to employ our spiritual
and material resources to fulfil our
promises.
Safe and secure
As a Parish Priest I have had to engage
the assistance of colleagues and
parishioners to address the challenges
posed by our desire to re-open
churches for worship. The guidance
issued by the Bishops’ Conference of
England and Wales has enabled our
parishes to adhere to government
directives.
Facilitating safe and secure access for
parishioners required the recruitment of
sufficient numbers of stewards. The
application of the general directives

required particular protocols for each
church. We could not employ the usual
capacity of our buildings because of the
need to maintain safe distancing. I am
sure everyone was surprised by the low
number that could be accommodated
safely, even within our largest churches.
Safety toolbox
There was also the need to purchase
relevant signage together with an
adequate supply of cleaning materials
and protective equipment. As well as
obtaining the necessary quantities of
these products we also had to ensure
they were quality assured.
With all the boxes ticked in the ‘safety
toolbox’, we have been able to open our
doors to welcome parishioners back to
the celebration of Mass. Here in the
parishes of St.Mary of the Angels,
Canton, and Holy Family, Fairwater, we
have accommodated 20% of our regular
attendance across the five Sunday
Masses. This means that around 140
people have been attending each
Sunday, a percentage that is in line with
the national trend. I wish to express my
particular thanks to Fr.Nicholas Williams
who coordinated the processes of re-
opening, including the production of on-
line training for stewards. I also wish to
express my gratitude for the generosity
displayed by our cohort of stalwart

stewards.
We have conducted over fifty funerals
since the commencement of the lock-
down. We prayerfully entrust the faithful
departed to God’s mercy. We continue
to give thanks for the efforts of those
who worked so valiantly in the health
service and caring sector. We look
forward to a time when we can celebrate
those events which have been
postponed: the baptisms and
receptions; the celebrations of first
confession, first holy communion and
confirmation; the weddings. We look

forward to being able to visit the sick in
their homes once again and to
undertaking the many other pastoral and
social activities that define parish life.
I have been moved to witness how a
number of parishioners have had tears
in their eyes as they approached to
receive the Holy Eucharist for the first
time since March, the breaking of the
long fast as Cardinal Nichols described
it. May these days of our gradual and
careful return to the ‘new normal’ remind
us to treasure the faith we profess and
to cherish the sacramental gifts of grace.

Safety precautions and social distancing
at St Mary of the Angels, Cardiff
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Recusants and 
our history
Patrick Charles Moore Vaughan – 
31st May 1943 – 18th August 2020

Patrick belonged to one of
our best known recusant
families, the Vaughans of
Courtfield. Richard Vaughan
fought with Bonnie Prince
Charlie at Culloden in 1745,
and in the wake of that battle
was forced with his brother
William into exile. They found
a new home in Spain, but
Richard’s son William
returned to Britain and was
allowed to inherit some of
the old Vaughan land. In 1830
Louisa Eliza Rolls married
into the family, bringing a
new dimension to its
Catholicism.
Famously, Eliza prayed daily

for vocations to the priesthood
and religious life among her
children. Her prayers proved
effective – six of her eight sons
became priests and all five
daughters became nuns. One
of her sons was Herbert
Vaughan, future Cardinal
Archbishop of Westminster and
founder of the Mill Hill
Missionaries. Courtfield, on the
Welsh border, has remained a
spiritual home to the
Missionaries ever since.
Patrick Charles Moore

Vaughan was born in
Cheltenham, while his father
was away at war. The great
nephew of Cardinal Herbert
Vaughan and son of Joseph
Herbert Vaughan and Mary
Lavender Vaughan, he was the
eldest of four boys. His father
having sold the ancestral home
of Courtfield but retained the
surrounding estate, the boys
grew up at Glen Wye, the
dower house on the estate. It is

said that Patrick was set to
attend Ampleforth College until
a persuasive Jesuit priest
stayed with his parents and
convinced them to send him to
Stonyhurst instead.
After school, having failed to

get into the army, he joined the
Hereford office of Knight, Frank
& Rutley, destined for the gentle
career path of a country land
agent and landowner. However,
this turned out to be a
stepping-stone for him to get to
London, where he managed to
transfer himself, against his
parents’ expectations and
wishes. It was a clear
manifestation of a singleness of
mind and purpose which would
mark his life.
In London, he met his wife,

Lorna Patricia Findlay, who
came from a farming family in
Hertfordshire and was working
in the London fashion trade.
They married in February 1971
and had a daughter Theresa in
December of that year, the first
of five children. The family were
based in London where Patrick
set up his first property firm,
Chapel Land – the name
chosen to reflect his
attachment to his faith. A
growing family was met by the
challenges of a career which
saw his company bankrupted in
the 1970s oil crash. In
desperate need of income, he
and a friend set up a silver mail
order business which flourished
in spite of his lack of artistic
talent.
The money made from his

silver venture was ploughed
back into his first love, property.

This enabled him to build up a
substantial property business in
London. The family led a
parallel existence, based in
London during the week but
always spending weekends
and holidays at Courtfield.
Though seldom stated, the
preservation of the ancestral
estate, where the Cardinal had
grown up, was an important
motivation for Patrick. This
eventually led to him buying
back the ancestral home and
the original Church of England
rectory and parish church of St
Margaret’s. His complete
renovation of St Margaret’s and
the satisfaction he drew from
this project, was another mark
of his wider faith and
attachment to history.
Patrick was a loyal

parishioner, attending mass
regularly with Lorna in St Mary’s
church, Monmouth – as a
reader he made an arresting
figure at the lectern. Often
surrounded by grandchildren,
he was extremely kind. When
the parish began a major work
of refurbishment on church and
presbytery a few years ago, he
was its first giver and he
continued to give with
enormous generosity until the
final cost was paid.
May he rest in peace.
And I add my prayers to this

although my ancestors fought
on the opposite side of Bonnie
Prince Charlie. My additional
article is below.

Dr James Campbell
Editor

Catholic People

Forgetting our history
You can see the article above dedicated to a man who
served our Church well and with dedication.
As a historian and a Scot I would have been against
Bonnie Prince Charlie. My clan, the Campbell Clan,
opposed the old Catholic religion and were Protestants…
.which I find strange since I converted to the Catholic
faith some 15 years ago!
But as a historian I have to admire the faith of Patrick
Charles Moore Vaughan’s family recusants who risked
their lives to follow their faith and shelter priests to give

them the blessed sacrament of Mass.
This took great courage and we only have to look at the
list of Welsh Catholic priests who were executed, with
great cruelty, for their faith.
I have made a pilgrimage to some of their graves and
places of execution. Please look up this link for details of
their sacrifices
https://cafodsouthwales.wordpress.com/2016/09/20/
welsh-martyrs-and-pilgrimages-in-the-year-of-mercy/

Dr James Campbell, Editor, Catholic People

Susan Cadogan RIP
It was with great sadness that all former CADET members
heard that our dear Sue Cadogan had died. 
Susan or Sue, as we knew her, was one of the original

CADET members, the original evangelisation team set up by Fr.
Gareth Leyshon in 2013. Sue was a keen and very committed
member, full of life and joy, even in adversity. She had a real
heart for reaching out to people and had a wonderful way with
both young and old. She will be remembered for her great
smile and kindly words. She was ever willing to take on any
task whenever she thought she could help. Sue had a very
positive attitude to the work of evangelisation She often took
on the role of Welcome and would be seen outside the
Cornerstone in all weathers encouraging people to come in to
a lunch- time talk. She also went to ‘Peroclain 15’ in
Birmingham. When Sue retired from the CADETS, the team
presented her with a framed certificate recognising her
contribution, which greatly surprised and delighted her.
Fr. Gareth Leyshon will say Mass for her on Thursday,

September 17th at 7pm. The Mass will be live streamed which
can be accessed (@Gareth.Leyshon) on Twitter.
Let us pray that the Lord will welcome Sue into His heavenly

kingdom and comfort the family she loved so much. May she
rest in eternal peace and joy. Amen.
Madeleine Walters
Director of Evangelisation
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Pope Francis motivates us!
Evangelisation News No. 7 September 2020
Hello all evangelisers!

“In Jesus’s vision there are no sheep
that are definitively lost, but only sheep
that must be found again.” 
Pope Francis

“And when he saw the crowds he felt
sorry for them because they were
harassed and dejected, like sheep
without a shepherd. Then he said to his
disciples, ‘The harvest is rich, but the
labourers are few, so ask the Lord of the
harvest to send out labourers to his
harvest.’ (Matt. 9:36-37)
With Pope Francis’s quote above, we are
motivated once again to do all we can in
finding those lost sheep.
We must pray for more labourers for the
harvest where there is plenty of fruit to
be picked.

1. Evangelisation Activity across the
Archdiocese during the Lockdown
As the lockdown progressed, more and
more churches invested in webcams
and our priests became more and more
adept at using the technology to reach
and engage with their parishioners.
• Live-streamed Masses, Adoration,
Benediction, Sung Evening Prayer and
Benediction
• Dial-up services for recorded Sunday
Mass
• Lectio Divina, Bible Study, Coffee
mornings, all on Zoom
• WhatsApp groups set up for different
groups in parishes
· Looking out for the elderly,
housebound and isolated – Phone calls,
letters, meals etc.
It appears that hundreds of people
choose to tune into Masses all over the
world. In addition, Churches in Cardiff
and elsewhere can see that people from
other countries are attending their
services.

Picking up our faith

It would seem that more and more
people were looking for meaning during
the pandemic, even recognising the
existence of God, picking up their faith
once again which had been abandoned
and searching for answers. All the above
activities were tools of evangelisation as
they became available to all through the
live-stream, Zoom and other media.

2. As the Lockdown Eased
• Our churches began to open for
private prayer and then for Mass. This
was made possible by the teams of
stewards and cleaners that volunteered
to service this opening up, across the
Archdiocese. I am sure I speak for all my
readers when I thank all the teams for
their time, hard work and for taking on
the huge responsibility of ensuring that
our churches were and continue to be,
safe to enter.
• Fr. Daniel Stanton from the Cathedral is
planning to create and share a
Coronavirus Faith Capsule by starting a

podcast series, interviewing and chatting
to people from different walks of life,
about how their faith has been impacted
and changed by the lockdown.
• More information about this may be
found at:
https://www.cardiffcathedral.org.uk/faith-
capsule/
• The Staying Together While Apart
Initiative
• The Archdiocese of Cardiff has been
awarded a grant of £138,000 from the
Welsh Government’s Voluntary Services
Emergency Fund to support its new
‘Staying Together While Apart’ project.
The project aims to help the most
vulnerable who are self-isolating across
South Wales by delivering food, care
packages and prescriptions during the
COVID-19 pandemic and also focuses
on the mental health of those suffering
from isolation and loneliness at this time
of separation and anxiety.
• If you have any questions or want to
learn more about the ‘Staying Together
While Apart’ initiative, you can contact
Klavdija Erzen.
NOTE: I may not have had news of all
your parish’s evangelisation activity nor
indeed of the particular way in which
you evangelise, which you may wish to
share with other evangelisers. Do let me
know so that I can report it in the next
issue.

A new programme

3. The Development and Training
Programme
The Diocesan Evangelisation
Commission has used the lockdown to
design a programme to follow the
Forming Intentional Disciples
Conference in June 2019. The
programme, “Spread the Gospel –
Developing Missionary Parishes” has
been presented to His Grace, the
Archbishop and has met with his
approval. At the present time we are
piloting it with Commission members in-
house but hope to deliver it more
widely in the autumn.

4. The Year of the God Who Speaks -
Pre-Launch
The Year of the Word began well at the
end of 2019. The Diocesan Pre-
Launch took place on Saturday, October
19th at St. Helen’s Church,
Caerphilly. A beautiful booklet had been
produced, containing future

events. It was distributed to all who
attended. Each parish received a
banner to take back with them.
Archbishop George presided at the
Mass.
In his homily, he spoke about the four
gospel writers depicted on the
Banner, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John
and explained the particular
symbol used for each of them.
Afterwards, there was tea and a cake to
celebrate the start of the Year of the God
Who Speaks in a fitting way. Our
thanks must go to his Grace the
Archbishop, to Canon John Kelly for
hosting the event, to Canon John
Griffiths, Canon Barry English, Fr. Philip
Scanlon IC and Fr. Agi Alphonse IC who
attended, to the musicians,
including James Bibey, who arranged
the psalm and sang it, played the
piano and led the musicians from St.
Helen’s Music Group and to the
ladies of the parish who prepared the
tea.

Planned events

The Official Launch
The Official Launch of the Year of the
God Who Speaks took place on the
first Sunday of Advent, December 1st, at
3.30pm in the Cathedral, with
Vespers and Benediction, led by the
students of St. Alban’s Catholic High
School, Pontypool. The Book of the
Gospels was enthroned.

Planned Events
The two Scripture Champions, Kate
Duffin and Madeleine Walters, had
planned a series of events to span the
year – events which would help to
Celebrate, Live and Share God’s Word.
• A series of Scripture Study Days on a
Saturday each month had been
planned. The ones in December,
January and February were held and
were very well received. The remaining
ones had to be cancelled because of
the Coronavirus Pandemic.
• Other events which had been planned
but were cancelled included: Sharing
Your Faith through Your Ministry for
Readers, Catechists and Children’s
Liturgists; a Scripture Road Show and a
Day on Mary in the Scriptures.
• Each week throughout the lockdown
and continuing, a Scriptural Quote of the
Week is sent to all parishes for inclusion
in parish newsletters.
• Articles sent regularly by Fleur Dorrell,
the Catholic Scripture Engagement
Manager, are also sent out to parishes.

Upcoming Events
The Year of the God Who Speaks is
being extended into 2021
We are beginning to plan our upcoming
events.
1. The Scripture Study Days will be
rescheduled for next year.
2. The Day for Readers, Catechists and
Children’s Liturgists and the Scripture
Road Show will be rescheduled for next

summer. These will be either at the
Cornerstone or, increasingly likely,
delivered through Zoom.

5. DOMSEC
DOMSEC or Diocese of Evangelisation
School of Evangelisation and
Catechetics ran two courses in the
lockdown, one on Evangelisation and
one on Scripture. More recently, Fr. Matt
Roche-Saunders ran a discussion on St.
Matthew’s Gospel. To access these, go
to Youtube and type in DOMSEC.
• Talks on the four Gospels are planned.
They will be live-streamed on the
DOMSEC website on the following
dates between 11am and 1pm.
1. The Gospel of St. Matthew – already
run but still available on YouTube – see
above
2. The Gospel of Mark on September
19th 2020
3. The Gospel of Luke on October 17th
2020
4. The Gospel of John on November
14th 2020

Pray for our team

Please pray for our Diocesan wide team
of Evangelisers. Let us pray too for all
those whose lives the Holy Spirit may
touch through you, on the phone, by text
and by e-mail and even in conversation
– still at a distance of two metres – in
the coming months. I shall also pray for
all of you and for them.
May God bless and protect us all as we
continue to face the challenges of the
next few months.
Let us remember our aims in all we do.
• Making faith real for the people we
encounter
• Knowing the peace and joy of God is
with us and enabling others to know
and experience it
• Really connecting with God and
helping others to do so
• Experiencing the power of God and
communicating it to others.
May God bless us all as we work
towards spreading the Good News and
building up His Kingdom on earth!
Stay safe!

Madeleine Walters
Director of Evangelisation for 
the Archdiocese of Cardiff
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