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We have been driven into a  
desert by this pandemic
REFLECTION FOR LENT 2021 - ARCHBISHOP GEORGE STACK 

Lent 2021 will be unlike any Lent
in living memory – or even
beyond. The crisis of the

pandemic, enforced isolation, the
economic crisis, the food crisis and
the right of children to their
education means that willingly or not,
we have been driven into a desert
and are being forced to realise that
“Man does not live by bread alone”.

The three temptations of Jesus in the
desert before he undertook his public
ministry have always been the
framework and pattern of our Lenten
exercises.The gospel of Matthew
portrays the “gods” of human
satisfaction: food, material possessions,
power,influence, control. These are the
things to be worshipped, the objects of
adultation. They take on a whole new
meaning when we set them beside the
challenges we face as individuals and
as a society in discerning our priorities,
re-discovering meaning, asking what is
of true value in life,particularly during
Lent in these COVID 19 times. This
year,“The journey out to the desert” may
not lead to exotic holidays or sandy
beaches, no matter what inducements
are offered by travel companies! The
journey to the desert within is already
being made, not least by those suffering
major illness caused by COVID 19. It
has certainly been made by the 100.000
people who have died as a result of
COVID. The emptiness and sadness in
the lives of those who mourn their loss
contains it’s own desert experience of
grieving and loss.

The journey into the desert during this

time, the journey within, is as significant
to those without religious faith as it is to
those blessed with that faith. The big
questions of life are addressed to us all
– made even more poignant by life’s
fragility both personally and publicly
during this enforced time of pain and
suffering. Why are we here? What
ultimate meaning does life have? Do we
control nature or do we need to care

more for it? What constitutes the Good?
And what - if anything - will happen after
death?

Those questions always bubble away
under the surface. Rarely are they
addressed because we “do not have the
time or space”. This enforced time and
space, this enforced desert, has given us
plenty of each. Like most desert
experiences, it is unwelcome. The radio

program “Desert Island Discs” is a
graphic reminder of survival without the
props we build around ourselves. The
Desert Fathers and Mothers of the early
Church realised the physical desert -
symbolising the inner desert - was the
only “place” to be alone with the self. The
only place, ultimately, to be with God.

• Continued on Page 2

• Jesus inspires us as we face the pandemic desert
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We have been driven into a  
desert by this pandemic

• Continued from Page 1

Let Biblical Inspiration Fire Your Imagination!
Reading this Bible quote always
makes me smile. When I examined
the reason for that smile I realized
that it was born out of faith, hope
and love. 
Faith – because I trust God. Hope –
because it leads me on day after day
no matter what is happening. Love –
because I know my love of Christ is
reciprocated. As we endure another,
even more frightening, phase of the
Covid-19 pandemic I hope that this
emphatic reminder helps you to smile
too and keeps you strong. Try the short
meditation below for an even bigger
boost.

1. Read Romans 8:38-39 
2. Sit up straight and close your eyes.
Breathe in deeply through the nose. Hold a few seconds. Breathe out through the mouth
and as you do so feel the whole of your body relax.
3. Now meditate for a few moments on the love of God in your life.   
4. Now say this prayer – or one of your own – ‘Dear Lord, thank You for Your promise that
nothing can separate me from Your love. Please help me to remember that, especially
when life gets tough! I ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.’
5. When you are ready breathe in and out deeply as before. Then open your eyes and
have a big stretch.

Hoping you find an opportunity to share your optimism with others. 

God bless
Teresa

For more on the above topic please see Teresa’s blog:
http://teresaodriscoll.blogspot.co.uk/
Teresa O’Driscoll is the author of 9 Days to Heaven, How to make
everlasting meaning of your life

3 minute reading and meditation with
Teresa O’Driscoll
Email: teresa@teresaodriscoll.co.uk

“- there is
nothing in all
creation that
will ever be
able to
separate us
from the
love of God
which is
ours through
Christ Jesus
our Lord.” Romans 8:39 

“Bubbles” are composed not just of
human beings – no matter how close
the family may be. Bubbles have been
created in financial markets, residential
and property markets,sky scraping
offices,unregulated credit and so much
else. Both Pope Benedict and Pope
Francis have written powerfully on the
dangers of exploitation of peoples by
market forces and the exploitation of
creation itself by the destruction of the
natural habitats of the world all in the
name of consumption. “Man does not
live by bread alone”, particularly when

one part of the human population
consumes resources at the price of
global warming and ecological disaster
and to the detriment of their brothers
and sisters in the so called “Third
World”.

Our society is often spoken of as
living in a cultural,social and political
desert. This is sometimes illustrated
dramatically in violent demonstrations
when dialogue breaks down.But social
unrest is caused by both poverty and
deprivation erupts when violence
seems to be the only language

listened to. In a cultural desert, the mind
begins to burrow deep within itself –
just as in an actual desert a human
body seeks shelter among the rocks.
What a pity the art galleries,concert
halls, music venues and even sports
facilities are closed – although for
understandable reasons. These are
places where “Mens Sana in Corpore
Sano” are celebrated. A healthy mind in
a healthy body.

Thank God, in every sense of those
two words, that our churches are now
allowed to be open for private prayer
and public worship, albeit with severely
limiting restrictions. It is evident that they
are oases of prayer, peace and
contemplation, even when there are no
services being held. The sacred space,
the tranquility,the devotional
atmosphere, the signs and symbols
surrounding us within them are
gateways to the transcendent. Secular
society might call them places which
are conducive to good mental health. 
The poet T.S. Eliot puts it in different
words:
You are not here to verify,
Instruct yourself, or inform curiosity
Or carry report.
You are here to kneel
Where prayer has been valid. (Little
Gidding)

The writer and broadcaster Will Self
himself reflects on secular and aesthetic

humanism in a telling way:
“Like the Christianity which it has

usurped, aesthetic humanism has a
Trinity – albeit one in which paternity is
inverted. It is Man who us now the
father, and the old Roman goddess
Fortuna whom we have made into our
own image and likeness. As for the Holy
Ghost, what could be more immanent –
and yet transcendent- than the internet
which is everywhere and nowhere at
once, transmitting our divine creative
spark?”

My heart is ready, Yes! My heart is

ready!

Like a desert I am parched. My soul of

sand

Soaks up the rain at once is dry

again,and

The inner fount of life is rank and

deadly.

In such abysmal straits,remind the self

That we are loved, for all our self

despair;

That Jesus Christ has sought us out,

that care

Will open up the inner streams of

health.

God’s love is real and God’s affection

never spent.

So,be watered, tended; be refreshed

this Lent.

(Archdeacon Harold McDonald 2006)

A unique spiritual prayer resource with a series
of 15 poems written by Fr Richard Nesbitt,

which came to him during the total lockdown
of Holy Week 2020 together with 15 voices

from modern-day Christians living in the Holy
Land at this time of the coronavirus pandemic.
In an imaginative way the poems walk in the

footsteps of Jesus from the raising of Lazarus,
through Holy Week right up to the appearance

of the Risen Christ, to the disciples on the
road to Emmaus to create a unique reflection
on the ways in which Christ’s living presence
has been experienced in these two times of

extreme crisis two millennia apart. The
forewords are written by Cardinal Vincent Nichols & Archbishop Justin

Welby.
USE THESE LINKS FOR FURTHER DETAILS:

The paperback copy of the book can be purchased here at:
https://www.friendsoftheholyland.org.uk/lenten-book

And the electronic version here at:
https://issuu.com/fhloffice/docs/hwv_digitalbook_cmyk?fr=sMjY0ZDI3MDk0

MTU

BOOK OF POEMS & REFLECTIONS
FOR LENT & EASTER
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Editorial
Feeding the vulnerable

You can read on this page more details of the
tremendous Archbishop’s Food Voucher
scheme.

The Covid pandemic has hit vulnerable
families where schools are closed, with no
school meals available, wage earners have
been laid off and jobs lost and the winter has
been particularly harsh.

A total of £51.160 was distributed to 27
parishes and 40 schools during December for
families and individuals in need and the
scheme is continuing this month on the
leadup to Lent.

Christ’s feeding of the 5000 is a splendid
example as is that of Manchester United
player Marcus Rashford wo forced a
government u-turn on providing for vulnerable
children.

Archbishop George, in his article alongside,
also gives news of other funding to the
diocese to sustain the work of parish-led
projects and the article gives details of how
to claim.

The church is short of funds with attendances
drastically down so please note details in the
Cultural Recovery Fund on how you can help.

You will see details below of the
food voucher system launched by
the diocese, James Campbell
writes.

During this pandemic a significant
number of families really are in need.
No work, no income, no hope.

But there is hope. We only have to
think about Christ’s feeding of the
5000 when Jesus delivered scraps of
food to the people, which, I am sure,
convinced them to share their own
hidden victuals with their hungry
neighbours.

We can also look to our own times
when the Manchester United player
Marcus Rashford made the
government ashamed not to fund
food for vulnerable children. Marcus,
the son of a one-parent family with
several siblings went hungry in his
youth and that memory remained with
him and prompted his feeding
initiative.

We can think also of CaptainTom,
who at the age of 100 raised nearly
£40 million for the NHS. This indeed
is thinking of others, as is the
Archbishop’s Food Voucher system
which we outline in the article here,
written by Archbishop George.

ARCHBISHOP’S FOOD VOUCHER
SCHEME – SECOND ROUND : 1 –
16 FEBRUARY 2021

You will know of the launch of the
digital supermarket vouchers which
was launched by the diocese in
December to alleviate food poverty
caused by the COVID 19 pandemic. 

A total of £51.160 was distributed to
27 parishes and 40 schools during
December for families and individuals

in need. Sincere thanks to all those
volunteers who worked so hard to
ensure the successful delivery of this
food aid. Please ensure you return the
reporting spreadsheets to the Food
Poverty Team to confirm this
distribution.

I am pleased to announce that a
second funding round of the Food
Voucher scheme will open between 1
February and 16 February, coinciding
with harsh winter weather and the
lead up to Lent. As we are immersed
in this second lockdown, there is
much evidence that families with
school age children continue to be in
need and the “packed lunches”
provided for them are not satisfactory.
Parishes and schools which have not
yet applied are invited to do so.
Parishes and schools which have
exhausted their first allocation are
also invited to apply. Further
information from the Food Voucher
Team will be available this week.

CULTURAL RECOVERY FUND

In November 2020 the Welsh
Government Cultural Recovery
Fund made a grant of £127.667 to
the Archdiocese of Cardiff. 
This was to support the core costs of
the charity during lockdown, including
staff costs and other overheads. You
will be pleased to know that a
number of parishes will receive
awards of £1250.00 to help support
the 21 listed buildings in the
compliance with COVID 19 legislation.
Further information will be circulated
shortly.

Funds have also been made
available to expand the number of

electronic donation terminals in our
churches. Pilot schemes are already
taking place at St. David’s Cathedral,
Cardiff, and St. Mary’s church,
Newport, and are proving successful
in raising the level of giving despite
the pandemic. If you are interested in
obtaining a donation terminal at no
cost to the parish, please contact the
Diocesan Development Manager
Owen Collins at
Owen.Collins@rcadc.org

NATIONAL LOTTERY COMMUNITY
FUND

Christ’s example 
is one to follow

I wrote in November announcing a grant of
£46.795 from the National Lottery
Community Fund made to sustain the work
of parish led projects in tackling the effects
of COVID 19. 

Some parishes have yet to draw down this
funding. Please contact Nadine Salter
(Nadine.salter@rcadc.org) to access these
funds. Ensure that this funding is passed to
volunteers or the SVP conferences working to
support communities in so many ways at this
time.

MISSION MADE POSSIBLE is a preparatory course in
intentional discipleship and evangelisation. If you would like to

deepen your relationship with Jesus Christ and bring others into
that relationship too, then this course is for you! 

All you need is a Tablet, iPad, laptop ot PC and just able to open
a ‘Zoom’ link to participate. Very small groups – only 6 people.

Course duration 7 weeks, 1 Zoom session per week.

Please contact Julia on julia.beacroft@prcdtr.org.uk if you
would like to undertake this transformative course. 

The Lord is waiting for YOU!
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Caritas in Action!
A Monthly Bulletin for our local
parishes, charities and Catholic
Agencies

1. ‘Whose Children are they anyway?
2. Lent Online from Belmont - The Art of

Listening
3. The God Who Speaks: Timeline   

February and March 2021
St Mark’s Gospel Day-by-Day
Mark’s Gospel re-told in British Sign

Language
4. The Pope’s Prayer intentions:
February - Universal intention  Violence

against women
March – Intention for evangelization 

Sacrament of reconciliation
5. The Cycle of Prayer
6. UN declares 4 February 'International

Day of Human Fraternity'
7. Vatican launches website dedicated to

“Fratelli tutti” encyclical
8. Fratelli Tutti, Community Organising and

Catholic Social Action
9. Pope Francis proclaims “Year of St

Joseph”
10.‘Work is a means of participating in the

work of salvation’
11. A New Imagination of the Possible: An

Update on the Covid 19 Commission
12. Caritas development in the

Archdiocese of Cardiff

1. ‘Whose Children are they anyway?’
“Whose Children are they away?” - Act
Now! - Archdiocese of Cardiff (rcadc.org)

A call to protect parental rights.
The Curriculum and Assessment

(Wales) Bill currently before the Senedd
will effectively remove the rights of parents
as the first educators of their children. It
will threaten the nature and purpose of
Catholic schools as well as being an
affront to devout Jews, Christians, Hindus,
Sikhs and Muslims in Wales.

In the provisions concerning Human
and Sex Education, the responsibility and
privilege of parents to choose the right
moment and language to discuss love
and human sexuality with their children
will be overridden by the imposition of a
curriculum not in conformity with Christian
teaching and that of many other faiths.
The right of parents to remove their
children from such classes will be
removed.

The implications of this Bill places the
right of the State before that of the
parents of a child in such an important
part of life. Should this ideologically driven
Bill become law, it will remove the ancient
freedoms and duties of parents in the
education of their children. It would restrict
freedom of conscience, freedom of
expression, freedom of worship and
conscientious objection. These are
fundamental human rights which should
be respected in a pluralistic society. They
are not being upheld by this proposed
legislation.

The assertion of power by Welsh
Government in the lives of its citizens is
not always malicious, but it cannot go
unchallenged. The responses to the
consultation on this Bill have been largely

ignored. The First Minister of Wales and
the Members of the Senedd need to be
reminded very clearly that they were
elected by us in order to represent us. We
do not elect members of the Senedd to
usurp our role as parents, grandparents
and families. The rights and duties of
parents are more significant and profound
than party view and politics. This abuse of
government power cannot go
unchallenged. If we remain silent, there
will be no appeal.

ACT NOW AND URGE YOUR LOCAL
MS TO REJECT THE CURRICULUM
& ASSESSMENT (WALES) BILL BY
USING THE LINK BELOW:
www.catholiceducation.org.uk/welshpa
rents?tmpl=component&print=1

This link will take you to a pro forma
from the Catholic Education Service, they
will provide you with details of your local
MS on the basis of your postcode.
Individual letters registering your objection
to this proposed legislation are better than
copied circulars.

2. Lent Online from Belmont - The Art
of Listening
Subscribe to the Belmont Abbey
Email and Newletter –
Listening in Lent
Wednesday mornings in
Lent, 10am to 1pm, 24th
February, 3rd, 10th, 17th
& 24th March

“Christianity is above
all a discipline of
listening, an art of
listening.” So writes Enzo
Bianchi, echoing the
experience of St Benedict and the
monastic tradition to describe the path of
spiritual growth.

How do we begin to keep that two-fold
commandment of love? We begin by
listening - to God and to each other. We
grow in love as we begin to listen. In a
world where people are increasingly
shouting at each other it is quite a
challenge. But as a task for Lent it is
worthy of our attention. Do join us!
Watch the Introductory Video
https://vimeo.com/504841483
Timetable: From 9.45 connect via Zoom to
begin at:
10.00am LIVE Opening prayers and
introduction.
AM VIDEO REFLECTIONS – Watch at
your own time (website).
11.30am LIVE Mass (via Zoom)
12.15pm LIVE Connecting together (via
Zoom) for final thoughts, conversation and
closing prayer to finish by 1.00pm.

Please feel free to join in as little or as
much as you are able. The Zoom link will
be sent out just before each event.

Spread the Word: If you can think of
people who might like to join this or other
events, please pass on this news item or
suggest they sign up for our emails
themselves (See below). Anyone is
welcome to join, we welcome new faces
whether they have been to Belmont in the
past or not.

The Retreats Office Belmont Abbey,

Ruckhall Lane, HEREFORD
retreats@belmontabbey.org.uk

3. The God Who Speaks - Timeline
February and March 2021:
The God Who Speaks initiative will run to
the Sunday of the Word in January 2022.
In the Archdiocese of Cardiff, Kate Duffin
and Madeleine Walters, promote The God
Who Speaks initiative and, for
Newsletters, contact Madeleine at
madeleine.walters@rcadc.org.
Fr. Jerome Ituah OCD is the contact in the
Diocese of Menevia: pkr@menevia.org
St Mark’s Gospel Day-by-Day
Throughout 2021 the Bishops of England
and Wales invite you to join them in

reading St Mark’s Gospel, just a few
verses each day. The God Who

Speaks
Mark’s Gospel re-told in British
Sign Language
We’re excited to share our
series of signed videos
produced in collaboration with

Caritas Deaf Service.
In this series, key events from

Mark’s Gospel have been re-told in
British Sign Language. You can find out

more here: The God Who Speaks

4. The Pope’s Prayer intentions: (Visit:
www.thepopevideo.org each month)
February - Universal intention Violence
against women

“We pray for women who are victims of
violence, that they may be protected by
society and have

their sufferings considered and
heeded.”

March – Intention for evangelization 
Sacrament of reconciliation

“Let us pray that we may experience the
sacrament of reconciliation with renewed
depth, to taste the infinite mercy of God.”

5. The Cycle of Prayer:
Cycle of Prayer | Ordinary Time: Winter
(liturgyoffice.org.uk)
During Ordinary Time (Winter), i.e. up to
Lent: - we are asked to pray for these
intentions:
Peace on Earth; Openness to the Word of
God; Christian Unity; The Sick and Those
Who Care for Them; Victims of Trafficking
and Those who Work to Combat it; The
Unemployed.
Day for Victims of Trafficking - Monday 8
February [St Josephine Bakhita]
Catholic Bishops Conference of England
and Wales (cbcew.org.uk) – The
pandemic and Human Trafficking
The Sick and Those Who Care for Them -

World Day for the Sick Thursday 11
February
The Sick and those who care for them
Message of Pope Francis - 29th World
Day of the Sick 2021 | Francis (vatican.va)
Day for the Unemployed - Sunday 14
February [Sunday before 1st Sunday of
Lent]
(See also 'Levelling Up Our Communities'
- Response - Caritas Social Action
Network - CSAN)
Cycle of Prayer | Lent (liturgyoffice.org.uk)
During Lent: - we are asked to pray for
these intentions:
Candidates for the Sacraments; Women;
The Needy and Hungry of the World;
Penitents and Wanderers.
Candidates for the Sacraments -
especially on the Sundays of Lent -
Candidates for the Sacraments
The Needy and Hungry of the World -
Lent Fast Day Friday 26 February [Friday
1st week of Lent]
The Needy and Hungry of the World
Women’s World Day of Prayer - Friday 5
March [1st Friday in March] - Women's
World day of Prayer
Survivors of Sexual Abuse - Friday 26
March [Friday 5th week of Lent] -
Survivors of Sexual Abuse
Penitents and Wanderers - Penitents and
Wanderers

6. UN declares 4 February
‘International Day of Human Fraternity’
UN declares 4 February ‘International Day
of Human Fraternity’ - Vatican News
The UN General Assembly adopts a
resolution declaring 4 February as the
International Day of Human Fraternity. It
comes as the result of Christian-Muslim
cooperation to promote peace, harmony
and intercultural dialogue in the world.
Fratelli tutti, the recent encyclical of Pope
Francis on fraternity and social friendship,
as well as the “Document on Human
Fraternity”, signed by him and the grand
imam of Al Azhar last year, have found a
strong echo in the halls and corridors of
the United Nations.
The UN General Assembly on 21
December adopted a resolution declaring
4 February as the International Day of
Human Fraternity. The day is to be
observed each year, beginning in 2021.

7. Vatican launches website dedicated
to “Fratelli tutti” encyclical
The Vatican’s Dicastery for Promoting
Integral Human Development announced
a new, intuitive website dedicated to Pope
Francis’ encyclical “Fratelli tutti”, which can
be accessed either from the homepage of

In a world where
people are

increasingly
shouting at each
other it is quite a

challenge

“

”
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the Dicastery www.humandevelopment.va
or directly from the URL www.fratellitutti.va.

8. Fratelli Tutti, Community Organising
and Catholic Social Action
A number of people from parishes and
schools in the Archdiocese, attended the
Fratelli Tutti, Community Organising and
Catholic Social Action Symposium,
organised by Citizens UK (CUK) on Friday
22nd December.

This was planned with Archbishop
Malcolm McMahon for churches, schools
and Catholic organisations to learn about
how we can respond to Pope Francis’s
most recent encyclical Fratelli Tutti,
through Community Organising with
Citizens UK.

In his encyclical, Pope Francis calls us
to rediscover our vocation as citizens by
building strong relationships with our
neighbours and taking bold action for the
common good.

Citizens UK provides
individuals, parishes, schools
and charities with an
effective and invigorating
way to answer this call,
through the practice of
community organising.

At the symposium, we
heard reflections and
testimonies from Archbishop
Malcolm McMahon, Austen
Ivereigh and representatives from Catholic
parishes, schools and charities who are
successfully using community organising
to realise the vision of fraternity and social
friendship expressed in Fratelli Tutti.

We were pleased to have over 150
people from around the UK present for
what turned out to be a rich and inspiring
discussion. Videos to watch and
resources to share

· Event Video - including the
presentations from Archbishop Malcolm
McMahon, Austen Ivereigh and others.
Please share this with others in your
communities and networks who were
unable to attend.

· Another Round of Applause - the
excellent music video from St Antony's
Primary School in Newham, which was
played at the start of the event.

· Realities-are-Greater-than-Ideas.pdf
(theology-centre.org.uk) - Realities are
Greater Than Ideas: Evangelisation,
Catholicism and Community Organising -
a 2018 booklet from the Centre for
Theology and Community, funded by
Caritas Social Action Network and the
Diocese of Brentwood, which helps
Catholics engage with community
organising.

· Fratelli Tutti - a summary video of the
encyclical from the Vatican.

(At a meeting of Catholic charities in the
Senedd on 5th February 2019, Archbishop
George said: “Together with the Church in
Wales and the Muslim Council of Wales,
the Catholic Church was a founder
member of Citizens Cymru Wales
(Citizens UK) and continues to contribute
to membership and finance.” For details of
training in community organising within
your parish or school, contact Jim
Barnaville caritas@rcadc.org)

9. Pope Francis proclaims “Year of St
Joseph”
Pope Francis proclaims “Year of St
Joseph” - Vatican News

With the Apostolic Letter “Patris corde”

(“With a Father’s Heart”), Pope Francis
recalls the 150th anniversary of the
declaration of Saint Joseph as Patron of
the Universal Church. To mark the
occasion, the Holy Father has proclaimed
a “Year of Saint Joseph” 8 December
2020 to 8 December 2021.

10.‘Work is a means of participating in
the work of salvation’
Apostolic Letter Patris Corde of the Holy
Father Francis on the 150th Anniversary of
the proclamation of Saint Joseph as
Patron of the Universal Church (8
December 2020) | Francis (vatican.va)
Extract: 6. A working father

An aspect of Saint Joseph that has
been emphasized from the time of the
first social Encyclical, Pope Leo XIII’s
Rerum Novarum, is his relation to work.
Saint Joseph was a carpenter who earned
an honest living to provide for his family.

From him, Jesus learned the value,
the dignity and the joy of what it

means to eat bread that is the
fruit of one’s own labour.

In our own day, when
employment has once more
become a burning social
issue, and unemployment at

times reaches record levels
even in nations that for

decades have enjoyed a certain
degree of prosperity, there is a

renewed need to appreciate the
importance of dignified work, of which
Saint Joseph is an exemplary patron.

Work is a means of participating in the
work of salvation, an opportunity to hasten
the coming of the Kingdom, to develop
our talents and abilities, and to put them
at the service of society and fraternal
communion. It becomes an opportunity for
the fulfilment not only of oneself, but also
of that primary cell of society which is the
family. A family without work is particularly
vulnerable to difficulties, tensions,
estrangement and even break-up. How
can we speak of human dignity without
working to ensure that everyone is able to
earn a decent living?

Working persons, whatever their job
may be, are cooperating with God himself,
and in some way become creators of the
world around us. The crisis of our time,
which is economic, social, cultural and
spiritual, can serve as a summons for all
of us to rediscover the value, the
importance and necessity of work for
bringing about a new “normal” from which
no one is excluded. Saint Joseph’s work
reminds us that God himself, in becoming
man, did not disdain work. The loss of
employment that affects so many of our
brothers and sisters, and has increased as
a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, should
serve as a summons to review our
priorities. Let us implore Saint Joseph the
Worker to help us find ways to express
our firm conviction that no young person,
no person at all, no family should be
without work!

11. A New Imagination of the Possible:
An Update on the Covid-19
Commission
Wednesday 3rd March 2021

In the autumn, ACTA ran a series of
online conferences “The Post Pandemic
Church-Business as Usual?”. It was an
opportunity to reflect on the way that
Covid-19 was having an effect on the
Church. We explored in turn the influence

on liturgy and worship, the way that the
priestly ministry was carried out and the
effect on the charitable actions of the
faithful. We concluded with a look forward
to the ways in which the Church might
adapt in the future.

At the same time the Vatican had
established a Covid-19 Commission
under the chairmanship of Cardinal
Turkson. They are reviewing issues as
diverse as health care systems, financial
services, debt relief, the economic impact
and issues associated with
national/international security. Fr Augusto
Zampini – Davies is the Adjunct Secretary
to the Commission. He has generously
agreed to report on the work of this
Commission for ACTA’s online
Conference. The speakers from our
autumn Conference have kindly agreed to
join him as the second half of the
Conference will be a Panel Discussion.

The Spring Conference will be held via
Zoom on Wednesday 3rd March 2021 at
7.00pm [GMT]. Registration is essential.
As demand is expected to be high, the
Trustees have agreed that places will be
allocated, initially, to those who registered
for one or more of the autumn series of
online sessions. These places will be held
until Sunday 31st January 2021. To
register please visit:

https://www.acalltoaction.org.uk/forms/a
-new-imagination-of-the-possible-fr-
augustozampini

12. Caritas development in the
Archdiocese of Cardiff
For details on how to participate in the
development of the Caritas service in your
parish or school, please contact: Jim
Barnaville, Coordinator, Caritas
Archdiocese of Cardiff. Email:
caritas@rcadc.org

Let us implore
Saint Joseph the
Worker to help us

find ways to
express our firm

conviction

“

”

Message of Abbot Paul -
Monday 1st February
Abbot Paul • Jan 31, 2021
Message from Fr Paul for Monday, 1st February 2021

As we begin a new month, we move forward with sure steps towards Spring,
even if February and March can be much colder than December and
January. 

I get a sense that people are more restless than ever this year for time to pass
quickly, so that we can leave the world of Covid-19 behind us and venture into a
brave new world, yet, at the same time, we know in our heart of hearts that things
have changed and that the world as we knew it has gone for ever. The future will
be different and, please God, it will be better. I pray that the pandemic, rather like
the Flood and Noah’s Ark, will leave the world a better place and human beings
richer in virtue and grace rather than in the material things for which so many
would have sold their souls. My prayer is that the pandemic will be a cathartic
moment in the life of our planet, that will give us the will to reverse climate change
and to overcome social injustice and the scandal of racial prejudice, poverty,
starvation, disease, neglect and abuse. We cannot go back to normal if normal is
the world we knew before the advent of Covid-19. Lord, grant us all a change of
heart, the gift of a true and radical conversion. Amen.

Today’s Gospel passage from Mark, (Mk 5: 1-20), the healing of the Gerasene
demoniac, is one of the longest stories in this short Gospel and much has been
written about it. It is full of fascinating details, but unfortunately, it’s not possible to
delve into all of them here, much as I would like to. This is the most detailed
description we have of a demon-possessed man in the Bible. This episode takes
place just as Jesus and the disciples land on the other side of the lake after the
night crossing during which Jesus calms the storm. It’s the possessed man who
seeks out Jesus and what a sight he is. He falls at the feet of Jesus, crying out for
fear of what Jesus can do to him by his divine authority, but Jesus isn’t talking
with the man directly: he is talking with the unclean spirits. Their name is Legion,
as there are so many of them. They ask to be sent into a huge herd of pigs
feeding on the mountainside and Jesus allows this. As a result, about 2,000 pigs
rush headlong into the lake and drown.

The reaction is twofold. The townspeople are frightened when they see the
man, who was formerly possessed, now healed and in his right senses. They
plead with Jesus to leave. They cannot cope with God’s power of healing revealed
in Jesus. On the other hand, the man whose life has been restored, begs Jesus to
take him along with the disciples, but Jesus refuses, saying, “Go home to your
people and tell them all that the Lord in his mercy has done for you.” It is an
invitation to thanksgiving, but also to the mission of evangelisation, of sharing the
good news of Jesus and the coming of the kingdom of God. In fact, we read, “So
the man went off and proceeded to spread throughout the Decapolis all that
Jesus had done for him. And everyone was amazed.” Now the story is protracted
and laden with some gruesome detail. It’s a miracle that’s not reduced to a few
short sentences. Please read it through and compare it with the version in Luke
(Lk 8: 26-39.) A useful exercise would be to make a list of all the things the Lord
has done for you and then to give thanks again for each one of them. It is rare for
someone to be possessed as the man is the Gospel was, but we have our own
minor possessions, you could say, our personal manias and obsessions, that
probably need healing. Let us ask the Lord to put our house in order while there is
time.
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Re-Discovering our foundations
… Newport’s answer to the scavi?
By Father Michael Doyle

In these present times we may be
forgiven for forgetting our past and
being concerned about our future.
However, a recent discovery at St.
Mary’s church in Newport reminds us
that there is “nothing new under the
sun”.  

When one of the steps behind the
high altar recently gave way, we were
surprised to discover an 8-10 foot drop
underneath the church.  As we took hold
of a torch to ‘shine light on the subject’ it
became evident that under our feet was
a passageway with arches.  Looking
back on the history of the church to find
out more about our discovery, we found
that under the sanctuary lay Fr. John
Bernadine Davison O.S.F. who
succumbed to the typhus fever
epidemic affecting the city in 1842 – a
reminder in our present day that there is
“nothing new under the sun”!

If, as suggested by a recent BBC
headline “Studying history is the ultimate
passport to the future”, how can we not
delve further into the second layer of St.
Mary’s church?  Following a recent visit
by an architect who specialises in
historic buildings it seems there are

grounds for both excitement and further
investigations.  Having ventured ‘into the
crypt’ the initial report suggests that
throughout the length of the building
there are a series of chambers.  From
one vantage point the architect could
see a series of archways passing under
the north aisle and measured the
distance as 16 meters in length.
Immediately under the Sanctuary, the
burial point of Fr. Davison, there is a
chamber 5.75 meters in length with
evidence of more archways branching in
the direction of the side aisles.  We are
unable to venture further at this time as
rubble covers our access points. But it
has been noted that some of the more
immediate archways are obviously
designed as doorways with evidence of
lintel supports.  

The question now remains: is this
structure part of the build of St. Mary’s,
or did it exist before the church was
built?  The present St. Mary’s church is
the second church on the site to carry
the dedication, the first being
constructed in 1812.  With the surge if
immigrants from Ireland, the original
church had to be replaced so the
present church was commissioned in
1837 and opened in 1840. Could what

lay underneath the present by the first
St. Mary’s church? Or perhaps we have
discovered Newport’s own scavi given
its Roman foundations.  The imagination
could run wild at this point!  What we do
know is that there is a lot of excitement
about this find both in the parish and in
the professionals who have visited the
site thus far.

We may not see much at this present
time, but we must look to the past to
inform our future so further
investigations will take place.  Be
assured we will share our journey of
discovery as work progresses.  In our
research we also discovered that a
memorial plaque in the Lady Chapel

commemorates the burial place of Mr.
Joseph Beaumont who helped facilitate
the building of the present church in
1839.  This means that we have now
discovered at least two people who
have had a significant impact on the
Church and her presence in Newport in
the past 200 years; how many more lie
in “The Fields Beneath” to quote the
evocative title of Gillian Tindall’s seminal
book?  We add them to our history
along with saints such as St. David
Lewis and Ss. Julius and Aaron to re-
discover our foundations both physically
and spiritually helping to firm up the
foundations of the Church in Newport for
many more years to come.
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British Ambassador to Holy See: 
working together we can make a difference
Sally Axworthy, Biritish Ambassador to the Holy See speaks after attending
her fourth and final address by Pope Francis to the Holy See's Diplomatic
Corps, highlighting common causes for concern shared with Great Britain, and
describing her four years as Ambassador as her mandate comes to an end.

By Vatican News staff writer

"Crisis" was one of the key words in Pope Francis' address to the Diplomatic Corps
on Monday morning. Ambassador Axworthy, British Ambassador to the Holy See
notes that the Pope's speech was slightly different to his usual ones which "often
focus more on international relations". Instead, she says, this year Pope Francis
spoke about the numerous crises that have been affecting our world, such as
health, environment, economy, politics and "the crisis of humanity". 

Pope to diplomats: Fraternity, the true remedy to crises and divisions
Ambassador Axworthy notes that today's speech spoke very much about health,

because of the coronavirus pandemic, and about education because Pope Francis
is "clearly very worried about the effect the pandemic's having on the young". 

However, despite the slightly different structure to the speech, Pope Francis spoke
about many of the well-known issues, but also mentioned one or two new things,
says Ambassador Axworthy. "For example", she explains, "he mentioned the crisis in
Myanmar, and also spoke of the crisis of democracy, as he sees it.. the need to
respect free speech, to have a political environment that isn't too polemicised and

also to respect the rule of law". These, continues Ambassador Axworthy, are all
extremely important to the UK and so it was nice to see them mentioned.

Britain and the Holy See

"We share a lot if not most of the Pope's concerns", says Ambassador Axworthy.
However, the one that stands out is climate change. She explains that this year the
UK is hosting the COP26 climate change summit, taking place in Glasgow in
November. The Pope spoke very strongly about climate change, says Ambassador
Axworthy, and he mentioned the effect climate change is already having on the
most vulnerable, on small island states, but also on famine in Africa. "I think he
spoke very powerfully on that, and we are committed to working with the Holy See
on climate change in the run-up to COP26". 

The British Embassy tries to "walk the walk" even in its little embassy in Rome.
Ambassador Axworthy describes some of the green initiatives they have
implemented in order to "be as green as possible". We have an electric car, she
says, "we try and serve vegetarian or locally sourced food and we use only green
cleaning materials."

Four years as Ambassador

This was the last such occasion the Ambassador will be attending as her four-year
mandate comes to an end. She explains that before coming to the Vatican "I read a
lot in the press about the scandals engulfing the Vatican: financial scandals, clerical
sexual abuse scandals." Coming here, she continues, "I've seen another side to the
Holy See", she describes it as one in which "a lot of people are committed to try to
make the world a better place". Working with these people and with the Holy See
on some of these issues of concern to the UK has been great, says Ambassador
Axworthy. Many of these issues were mentioned this morning, she explains: modern
slavery, violence against women, climate change, freedom of religion of belief and
many more. "All of these issues", she concludes, "I think together we can make a
difference". 

Brother Joseph Mary
On Saturday 16th January, the Cardiff Oratory marked the Oratorian Feastday
of St Joseph Vas, who was the ‘apostle of Ceylon’ (Sri Lanka).

St Alban’s Parish had further cause to celebrate as Eric Pratcher who had
completed his three month postulancy received the habit of St Philip Neri at the Rite
of Clothing and was given the name Brother Joseph Mary.

Brother Joseph has already completed
his philosophical and theological studies
with distinctions. During his three year
noviciate the living and study of the
Oratorian life; the writings of the desert
Fathers and the study of Latin will occupy
his time outside of his work as the
sacristan. The community has five clothed
members, and a growing fraternity of lay
men and women who join the Oratory for
prayer and devotions.

Above: Fr Sebastian M, Superior, and Bro
Joseph M in the sacristy after the Rite of
Clothing.

Left: The Superior questions the
candidate who requests to enter the
novitiate as to their intention and resolve
in seeking the habit of St Philip Neri.
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Vatican Radio celebrating 90th
anniversary with new services
By Devin Watkins

As the Pope’s Radio celebrates its
90th anniversary, the directors of
Vatican Radio announce the creation
of a new website and a 24-hour web
radio.

Pope Pius XI inaugurated Vatican
Radio on 12 February 1931 with the
clear mission of carrying the voice of the
Pope and the hope of the Gospel to
every corner of the globe.

It was designed and set up by
Guglielmo Marconi, who invented the
first commercially-successful radio
transmission system, and was entrusted
to the Jesuit Order until 2017.

Now, 90 years later, Vatican Radio has
expanded its operations to include radio
transmissions in 41 languages.

To mark this major milestone, the
broadcaster is also launching a
reworked website and a web radio which
will broadcast programming 24 hours a
day.

Enduring mission of service

In a statement released on Tuesday,
Vatican Radio’s directors praised the
long-standing efforts of Vatican Radio,
whose staff hail from 69 nations.

Dr. Paolo Ruffini, Prefect of the
Dicastery for Communication, Vatican
Radio’s parent organization, said the
Radio is continually evolving while
remaining rooted in its originality and
identity.

“We celebrate this historic milestone
with gratitude for all that has been done
by those who have come before us,” he
said, “and who looked toward the future
at the same time.”

Vatican Radio, he pointed out,

maintains its dedication to its original
mission of “service to the Church, the
Pope, and the human person wherever
they may be, no matter what religion or
culture they belong to.”

Strong roots, growing branches

Dr. Ruffini recalled the Radio’s proud
history of transmitting the voice of the
Pope to the world, despite the threats of
World War II, fascism, and communism.
He said the Radio is celebrating “the
prospect of a missionary future founded
on the gentle power of the spoken and
heard word.”

Recalling that Vatican Radio became
part of the Dicastery for Communication
on 1 January 2017, Dr. Ruffini said the

Radio forms “the strong roots on which
the tree that is Vatican News is growing,
the internet site that recounts the
Church’s stories and Papal magisterium”.

He went on to announce the launch of
a web radio, which will bring Vatican
Radio to anyone with an internet
connection in any part of the world.

Dr. Ruffini called it “another small step
on the journey of the Dicastery for
Communication that will see several of
its entities celebrate important
anniversaries (25 years of the website
Vatican.va, December 2020; 160 years
of the Osservatore Romano), as we look
toward to building the future together.”

Anniversary in a pandemic

In the same statement, Massimiliano
Menichetti, the Managing Editor of
Vatican Radio, acknowledged that the
90th anniversary is being marked as
humanity faces the trials imposed by the
Covid-19 pandemic.

“Our mission has always been not to
leave anyone behind and to bring the
hope of the Christian proclamation, the
voice of the Pope, and sound
interpretation of events in the light of the
Gospel,” he said. “So, this moment
challenges us more than ever before.”

Dr. Menichetti said Vatican Radio has
spent much effort over the last year to
“collect and narrate stories of people
helping people, of solidarity, of
spirituality, as we show the face of the
Church and every part of society which
is building bridges—more often than not
in silence.”

Integrated reality

The Director of Vatican Radio also
recalled the many changes the station
has seen in recent years.

“The reform desired by the Pope,” said
Dr. Menichetti, “has directed us toward a

new dimension in which we are no
longer solely a radio, but an integrated
reality which is still evolving.”

“Vatican Radio’s personnel, who come
from 69 nations,” he said, “are the
reason why the Vatican News web portal
was born, where articles, video, photos,
audio, and social media can be found.”

Vast network

Giacomo Ghisani, Legal Representative
of Vatican Radio and a member of the
Executive Board of the European
Broadcasting Union, noted that the
Pope’s Radio engages frequently with
other broadcasters.

“This vast network of relations is also
expressed through the partnerships that
Vatican Radio has with many other radio
stations—both Catholic and non-Catholic,
regional and local—as well as with
websites that broadcast the Radio’s
language programs, thus allowing it to
reach the most remote places with
greater effectiveness,” he said.

New services

The Web Radio of Vatican Radio will
debut on 12 February in English, Italian,
French, Spanish, Portuguese, German,
and Armenian, at the website:
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/epg.html.

Throughout the year, about 30 live
program schedules will be created.

Vatican Radio currently transmits in 41
languages: Albanian, Amharic, Arabic,
Armenian, Belarusian, Brasilian,
Bulgarian, Czech, Chinese, Croatian,
English, Esperanto, Ewondo, French,
German, Hindi, Hungarian, Italian,
Kikongo, Kinyarwanda, Kirundi, Latin,
Latvian, Lingala, Lithuanian, Malagasy,
Malayalam, Polish, Portuguese,
Romanian, Russian, Slovak, Slovenian,
Somali, Spanish, Swahili, Tamil, Tigrinya,
Tshiluba, Ukrainian, and Vietnamese.

A New Imagination of the Possible: 
An Update on the Covid 19 Commission 

Wednesday 3rd March 2021
7.00pm 

Following on from our successful autumn Conference series: “The Post Pan-
demic Church- Business as Usual?” ACTA is pleased to advise that an

evening presentation has been arranged for Wednesday 3rd March 2021.

Fr Augusto Zampini-Davies, Adjunct Secretary to the Covid 19 Commission
will give an update on the work of this Commission. During the evening we
will be joined by our speakers from the autumn series as they take part in a

Panel Discussion.

Registration is essential. Go to the Registration page on the ACTA website:

www.acalltoaction.org.uk
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