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TWO TOWERING FIGURES 
OF THE 20TH CENTURY 
ARE CANONISED
By Archbishop George Stack

Pope Paul VI (1897-1978) was canonised
amidst great rejoicing in Rome on Sunday
14 October alongside another towering
figure of the 20th century, Archbishop
Oscar Romero.

Both of these new saints were martyrs for
the faith, although in different ways. 

He urged the United States government to
stop sending arms to the repressive
government of El Salvador with the words:
“You say that you are Christian. If you are really
Christian, stop sending military aid to the
military here because they use it only to kill my
people”.

Pope Paul’s heroic sanctity was expressed in
a different way. 

He was a pope of dialogue who
courageously concluded the Second Vatican
Council following the death of Pope John XXIII.

He took the name Paul as a reminder that he
would follow the missionary example of St.
Paul.

Even though ‘Humanae Vitae’ has defined
the pontificate of Paul VI, he was responsible
for two other great teaching documents in the
life of the Church. ‘Evangelii Nuntiandi’ (On
Announcing the Gospel) has been called “the
greatest pastoral document written to date

In it, the Pope wrote that “The world calls for,
and expects from us,especially towards the
lowly and the poor, obedience and
humility,detachment and self sacrifice. 

No wonder pope Francis continually quotes
Paul VI as his great hero. The other great
writings of Paul VI are “Ecclesiam Suam” (His
Church”) and his own last Will and Testament
“The Credo of the People of God”.

Pope Paul VI died on 4 August 1978 – the
Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord. A
mystical feast for a mystical Pope.

Some great quotes
from Saint Pope
Paul VI

“All life demands
struggle. Those who
have everything
given to them
become lazy, selfish,
and insensitive to the
real values of life.
The very striving and
hard work that we
so constantly try to
avoid is the major
building block in the
person we are
today” 

“Somebody should
tell us, right at the
start of our lives,
that we are dying.
Then we might live
life to the limit, every
minute of every day.
Do it! I say.
Whatever you want
to do, do it now!
There are only so
many tomorrows”

“Never reach out
your hand unless
you’re willing to
extend an arm”
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BEL – Belmont Abbey – The Retreats Secretary - email: retreats@belmontabbey.org.uk or tel: 07799 811 646. All
retreats begin with Vespers at 6.00 pm – check-in at Hedley Lodge from mid afternoon
LL – Ty Croeso Centre, Llantarnam Abbey, Cwmbran tel: 01633 867317
PRC – Pastoral Resources Centre, 910 Newport Road, Rumney, Cardiff tel: 029 20360044
St.P – St Peter’s Church, St Peter’s Street, Cardiff CF24 3BA

NOVEMBER

Thursday 1st  November All Saints Day Mass St. David’s Cathedral 12.30

2nd-4th November Chagall's Bible. BEL

10th November   A day retreat in the month of holy souls. BEL

16th-18th November Call you Friends. BEL

25th November St David's Cathedral Christmas Fayre 12.30-3pm

29th November St Illtyd’s Catholic High School Christmas Market 4.00-6pm.

To list Archdiocesan and Deanery Events in this Diary contact:  Dr James Campbell-Editor. Archbishop’s
House, 43 Cathedral Road, Cardiff, CF11 9HD. Tel: (029) 2022 0411 Fax: (029) 2037 9036 
Email: publications@rcadc.org 
Articles to be received by the 20th of the month for inclusion in the following month.

ARCHBISHOP 
GEORGE’S 
ENGAGEMENTS

NOVEMBER 2018

1st Mass Cathedral 12:30pm

2nd Mass Cathedral 12:30pm

Mass Cardiff Castle Chapel 3:00pm

3rd & 4th Tonypandy

5th Faith Communities Forum

6th Meeting Slovak Ambassador  11:30am

Mass & KSG Dinner 6.30pm

9th S.W. Police Memorial Service Bridgend 10:00am

Festival of Remembrance Ebbw Vale 7:00pm 

11th Mass Cathedral 11:00am

Congregation from Charles Street 12:30pm

National Service of Thanksgiving (Llandaff Cathedral) 3:00pm

12th-15th Plenary Meeting Leeds

18th Celebrant Mass St Edmunds College (Ware Hertfordshire)

20th Clergy Council Meeting 11:00am

Mass for Deceased Clergy 12:45pm

22nd Rebecca Evans Music for Hospitals (Cornerstone) 6:00pm

25th Mass Christ the King 40th Anniversary 11:00am

26th November - 3rd December Pontifical Council for Culture Rome
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PHILLIP TOM & SONS
…a family business that cares

• Owned and operated by a Catholic family with over 25 years
experience to understand your needs

• Chosen Funeral Directors to the Sisters of St Joseph, 
Llantarnam Abbey for over 25 years

• We are Licenced by the British Institute of Funeral Directors

• Offer free bereavement counselling

• Golden Charter Prepaid funeral plans available

• Monumental Masonry Service

• Serving all areas of South Wales

PHILLIP TOM & SONS
Beaconsfield House
155a Commercial Street
Newport Road
Pontymister
Gwent NP11 6EY
01633 615005
www.pts-funerals.co.uk

Bishops call for dialogue
On the occasion of the centenary of the
end of World War I, COMECE bishops
urged all persons of good will to work
together in the promotion of dialogue –
a key element for the European Union as
a project of peace – by preserving the
diversity of historical memories in
Europe. Their call comes from the
symbolic setting of Ypres, theatre of
some of the darkest and most cruel
pages of the conflict.

Bishop Nicholas Hudson said: “I feel
deeply moved to be with you in Tyne Cot
because my grandfather, Eric Hudson,
fought here in the Battle of Paschendale
and survived. We gather here in a spirit of
what the ancient Romans called ‘pietas’.
‘Pietas’, for the Romans, meant gratitude,
loyalty, respect. 

“We gather indeed in gratitude, loyalty
and respect for all those here who laid
down their lives in order that we might be
free. We pray that they may now rest in

peace; we pray for peace across the whole
Continent of Europe. When we gathered,
many of us, for the ‘Re-thinking Europe’
conference in the Vatican, the Holy Father
urged all of us to ‘keep the human’ at the
centre, at the heart of the European project.
Tyne Cot is a place where we cannot but
think of the human. For around us lie the
remains of 12,000 men.

“The inscriptions chosen by their families
to adorn the headstones are deeply
poignant. ‘Greater love has no man than to
lay down his life for his friends’; ‘Well done,
dear husband and father, your noble duty
done’. This is a place where we remember
the cost of war for both family and soldier
alike. We remember what it is to be human;
remember the sacrifice made by these men
for their fellow human beings. It is a place
we should resolve never to forget; from the
rising of the sun to its setting, always to
remember them.”
See article on page 3

A Spirituality of Unity  -
Living the Word
The Focolare Movement is inspired by
Jesus’ prayer ‘Father may they all be One
...’’ (Jn 17:20)

Its Spirituality of Unity is based on the
certainty that mutual Love guarantees the
presence of Jesus who promised “Where two
or three are gathered together in my name,
there am I in the midst of them” ( Mt 18:20)
He transforms everything.

Since it began in 1943 among  Catholics in
Italy, the Spirituality  of Unity has spread world-
wide, engaging in dialogue with all Christian
denominations, other faiths and with
contemporary culture.

Focolare works in Ecumenism, inter-faith
work and in every field of life. In all this, there is
the conviction that dialogue, built on mutual
love, is the only way to build a more united
world.

It is a Gospel based Spirituality and each
month a phrase from the Bible is taken and put
into practice.  It is called ’ The Word of Life ‘
suggesting ways of living the words of the
Gospel in all areas of our daily lives.

For more information and to read the
monthly meditations go to www.focolare.org/gb

Cafwyd sgwrs gan Focolare ym Mhabell yr
Eglwysi ar Faes yr Eisteddfod Genedlaethol
eleni, ac erbyn hyn mae'r myfyrdodau ar gael
yn Gymraeg ar wefan Cytun, Eglwysi Ynghyd
yng Nghymru www.cytun.org.cymruac ar wefan
Y Cylch Catholig www.cylchcatholig.co.uk

Community Christmas
Market at St Illtyd’s
St Illtyd’s Catholic High School, in
partnership with the Eden Bus are once
again holding a “Community Christmas
Market” at the school on Thursday 29th
November, 4.00-6.00pm. 

Now in its sixth year, this popular event has
become a staple in the St Illtyd's diary and a
chance for the school to throw open its doors
to the local community. Come along for
entertainment, refreshments, Santa’s Grotto
and many stalls selling everything you need for
a great Christmas shopping experience. We
are grateful to Dominos for once again
sponsoring this event. 

All welcome. Free entry. The school’s
address is Newport Road, Rumney, Cardiff,
CF3 1XQ.

Cathedral 
Christmas Fayre
The Christmas Fayre at St David’s
Metropolitan Cathedral is being held on
Sunday November 25th, 12.30-3.00 at
The Cornerstone, opposite the
Cathedral,Charles Street. 
There will be various stalls including
The Archbishop’s Irish coffees, Bottle
Stall, Cakes and Preserves, Repository
and Raffle and religious articles blessed
by Pope Francis. 
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Editorial

Centenary
Mass at
Cathedral
The article on this page gives details of
the Mass at St David’s Metropolitan
Cathedral to commemorate the
Centenary of the ending of World War I.
It is only fitting that we honour the
memory of the thousands on men,
hundreds of thousands, who died in this
disastrous and useless conflict.
The Pals regiments, such as those
recruited in Cardiff and South Wales,
suffered massive casualties, particularly
devastating to communities such as
Cardiff since the men were recruited
from the same area. Many thought it a
big adventure to volunteer and go to
war with their chums.
But it was the families and communities
who suffered when a serious of
calamitous battles meant that many of
their menfolk were killed, brothers,
cousins, friends and workmates.
And many have no known graves as the
Menin Gate shows.

Do remember
our retired priests
On page 7 we have our annual appeal
to give generously to help look after our
retired priests who served us all so well
is our parishes.
They were an inspiration and a comfort
to us with their dedication, duty and
inspiration, seeing us through birth,
baptism, confirmation, marriage and our
departure from life.
They are a blessing, so please dip
deeply into your pockets, wallets and
purses.

Editorial Dr James Campbell-Editor.
Archbishop’s House, 43 Cathedral Road,
Cardiff, CF11 9HD 

Tel: (029) 2022 0411 Fax: (029) 2037
9036 Email: publications@rcadc.org and
Articles to be received by the 20th of the
month for inclusion in the following month

Advertising Tel: 0151 709 7567

Designed & Produced Mersey Mirror,
Suites 3 & 4, Pacific Chambers, 11-13
Victoria Street, Liverpool L2 5QQ. 
Tel: 0151 709 7567 Fax: 0151 707 1678
Email: post@merseymirror.com
Submission of photographs
Please note photographs submitted for
publication must be in jpeg or pdf format.
Those in Word format cannot be accepted

Your Catholic People…

1918 -2018 - CENTENARY OF THE 
END OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR
By James Campbell

Sunday 11 November marks the
centenary of Armistice Day, the
conclusion of hostilities of the
First World War. Whilst
Remembrance Sunday is an
important commemoration
every year, there is bound to be
an intensity of emotion and
gratitude in this centenary year.

A Remebrance Day Mass will be
celebrated in St. David’s Cathedral
at 11am on that day. The Mass
setting will be Faure’s Requiem,
and the two minutes silence will
be concluded by a trumpet
reveille. Following the Mass there
will be an unveiling of a plaque at
the Cornerstone in memory of
those members of the
congregation at the former
Ebeneser Chapel who died during
the two World Wars. The morning
will conclude with the planting of
an olive tree and prayers for peace
in the garden at The Cornerstone.

The horror of the First World War
was brought home to me when I
was only 12 years old. I was on
holiday in Belgium with my family,
including my grandfather. We
visited the Menin Gate at Ypres.

From October 1914 to October
1918, five major offensives
occurred at Ypres (now Ieper) in
Belgium. By the time the last shells
fell in Ypres in October 1918,
nearly 200,000 Commonwealth
servicemen had been killed.  

The Menin Gate commemorates
missing casualties from the forces
of Australia, Canada, India, South
Africa and United Kingdom who
died in the offensives. The pictures
on this page were taken by me
when I guided a party of school

students around the battlefields in
the area.

Building of the memorial began
in 1923 and on 24 July 1927, it
was unveiled by Field Marshal
Lord Plumer. Veterans, relatives of
those commemorated and local
people attended. Dignitaries
included King Albert I of Belgium
and Marshal Ferdinand Foch,
Commander of French forces
during the war. 

As I stood with my grandfather
he only said one thing: "Lots of my
pals are up there." He never spoke
of that horrible conflict and this
was the one and only time he
mentioned it. He was in the 4th
Black Watch, recruited in my home
town of Dundee and the area
surrounding it along with the 5th
Black Watch These PALS
regiments, such as the ones in
Cardiff, recruited soldiers from the
same area, which in the fierce and
costly battles of the time could
wipe out a whole street of young
men, all known to each other. It
was, in retrospect, a bad means of
recruiting and devastated families
when parents could lose all of their
boys in one day, in one battle.

July 1917 saw six battalions of
the Black Watch take part in the
Third Battle of Ypres and the
endeavours to extend the Salient.
In this the 4/5 Battalion was
reduced to no more than company
strength, indicative of the terrible
losses and conditions at
Passchendaele. 

Cardiff suffered a similar fate
when men flocked to join the
Welsh Regiment. These new units
were hugely popular and joining
up with your mates, to enjoy an
adventure and see a bit of the

world, immediately became symbolic of the
early war years. They were known as the Pals
Battalions and the idea was simply that men
could train together and fight together - it was
conveniently forgotten that they could also die
together.

In Cardiff there was an instant rush to join the
new 11th Battalion of the Welsh Regiment - the
Cardiff Pals Commercial Battalion as it became
known. Businessmen, coal miners, dockers,
teachers, the battalion was the most
cosmopolitan of units. Many of them already
knew each other; they had drunk in the same
pubs or played soccer and rugby against each
other for years. 

But in the Salonika campaign, in which my
wife’s grandfather, a railwayman working at
Cardiff Docks, fought they suffered the same
terrible casualties. This showed that recruiting
Pals battalions led to the devastation of local
families and communities and the slaughter of
local men. 

So, it is fit that we honour all our Pals soldiers
on the Centenary of the end of the First World
War.

We will remember them.

Major James Campbell was a member of the
Royal Regiment of Wales, an amalgamation of
the Welch Regiment and the South Wales
Borderers.

Students laid a wreath at the Menin Gate and are pictured here with men
of the local fire service who sound the Last Post every evening at the
gate, in honour of the thousands of soldiers whose names are inscribed
on the walls.

The names of Indian soldiers reveal that many
of the countries of the former British Empire
fought in World War I
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Green Willow Funerals
Personalised Funeral Services and Funeral Plans

All profits donated to charity
Caring, sensitive bespoke funeral services

Telephone 02920 52 42 00

www.greenwillowfunerals.com

We welcome no-obligation enquiries
and cater for ‘pre-need’ funeral
plans which help:

Limit costs

Record your wishes

Relieve pressure on family
and loved ones

St Joseph's hosts a wonderful Ma
St Joseph’s Catholic High School in Newport was the
venue for the Annual Mass for School and College Staff
in the Archdiocese.

The principal celebrant was our Archbishop George Stack,
accompanied by priests from several parishes, all of whom
work with the schools to forward our Catholic faith.

And what a wonderful spin was put on the Mass with the
musical accompaniment, choir and orchestra, from St
Joseph's. convicted by (insert name here). Their  young
musical talents brought such delight and devotion to the
Mass.

We parents and laity have a lot to thank the teachers at our
Catholic schools for... not only for the hours they spend in the
classroom but for the hours outside the classroom in various
school musical, sporting and other events.

The Annual Mass for School and College Staff was an
evening to remember, an evening to acknowledge the seen
and often unseen work our teaching staff do.

The bright future of our children is as much in their hands as
it is with parents.

God bless you all!

Photographs and article by James Campbell
Senior pupils did a great job of welcoming guests to the school

The Mass was enhanced by some lovely singing from a school choir

Archbishop George process into the school hall at the start of Mass
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ass for School and College Staff

ST DAVID’S CATHOLIC

SIXTH FORM
Inspiring and supporting success since 1987

Register online at www.stdavidscollege.ac.uk

Join us at our open evenings on the 
14th & 21st November, 5pm - 8pm

As they left teachers and other guests were given a copy of Catholic People which informed them of Catholic education developments in the
Archdiocese

Some lovely playing from school musicians

Many of he teachers present took Communion
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By Julia Beacroft

The coming month of December would surely
not be complete without a Christmas anecdote
so I’ll try not to disappoint...

The weather in this country on Christmas Day can,
however, be something of a disappointment. In my
lifetime alone I have known so many grey, warm or
rainy Christmas Days. It’s a strange phenomenon,
but at any other time during our winter season, we
are relieved if the weather isn’t too cold, frosty or
snowy. But when it comes to the festive season, it
seems that this is exactly what we most desire – but
rarely get!

The bookmakers even lay odds on the probability
of us having snow on Christmas Day – but of course
they are rarely out of pocket!

CLASSIC

The 1954 American musical and comedy film ‘White
Christmas,’ with the title song sung by Bing Crosby,
seems to have set this particular turn of phrase as
classic and timeless, with the title track achieving
much the same. Even today we hear the question
“Do you think we’ll have a white Christmas?” asked.
For most people the idea of snow and Christmas
appear to be synonymous, (as in the film), even
though it so rarely occurs in the United Kingdom.

Of course as practicing Christians, we have far
more to think about at Christmas than whether or
not it will be snowy! The birth of our Lord Jesus
Christ is celebrated on Christmas Day and we

rejoice that our Lord entered our world in the form of
a helpless baby to save mankind. And the Good
News is that Jesus made it crystal clear in his
teaching that he had indeed come to save one and
all – regardless of race, creed or colour.

A priests alb (under vestment) is white, altar
servers usually also wear a white alb and at baptism
we are clothed in a white garment. It is no
coincidence, of course, that the colour chosen is
white, representing purity. Of course snow is also
that self-same colour.

PURE

It seems to me that when we sing the famous words
of Irving Berlin’s film title track , ‘I’m dreaming of a
white Christmas’, we could so easily be referring to
a lot more than the possibility of snow. Our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ was born on Christmas Day
and as the Son of God was completely pure and
devoid of any sin. His mother Mary, who had been
specially chosen by God to bear His Son, was
without stain or spot of sin either. She was
completely pure and a virgin.

So whether we have snow or not this Christmas,
we know that it will, indeed, be a white one. White is
the colour of purity and purity abounds on Christmas
Day when we celebrate the Lord’s birth to a virgin
and handmaid of God. Therefore, in conclusion, may
we all dream of a white Christmas this year. May
your days be merry and bright and in the Lord’s
hands – may all your Christmases be white.

Bing sings White Christmas...Christ is Christmas!

At St Mary’s Bridgend we have, through dedicated work by
parish members, successfully organised a youth club to
engage the young in activities of sport, entertainment,
competition, faith discussions and outdoor visits.
Whilst bringing that group of young people together within
their faith environment.
In pursuance of that, the attached group picture shows
the newly formed St Mary’s Bridgend Youth Group
gathered for their first outing to Bristol Zoo in August 2018.
The group was supervised by parishioners and a member
of the Knights of St Columba.

St Mary’s new youth club
celebrate first outing

Catholic chaplain 
needed at Parc Prison
By James Campbell

Due to the semi-retirement of the
Catholic chaplain at Parc Prison,
Bridgend, there is a vacancy for this
part-time post for a qualified Catholic
person, ordained or lay.

The appointment is made by G4S, the
company which runs the prison, and is
made in consultation with the
Archbishop of Cardiff and Fr Paul
Douthwaite, the Prison Chaplaincy
representative for the Bishops
Conference of England and Wales.

The work is challenging and
rewarding. Part of the job description is
that the Catholic chaplain will provide
“...religious care for prisoners and staff in
their own particular tradition and
appropriate pastoral care for all,
irrespective of faith or tradition.”

In effect, there is a multi faith
chaplaincy team in all prisons (and
hospitals as well) which seeks to provide
spiritual and pastoral care for each
denomination and faith as well as a
specialist provision for the needs of
members of their own Church or faith.

The salary is £16k per annum (pro rata
if fewer than 20 hours per week). Further
details many be obtained either from
Archbishop George Stack or
Paul.Douthwaite@CBCEW.org.uk 

The importance of prison chaplaincy is
underlined by Bishop Richard Moth, the
Lead Bishop for Prisons. He has recently
commissioned a report – A Journey of
Hope - to explore how sentencing policy
in England and Wales can be reformed,
in order to create a safe, decent, and
rehabilitative prison estate. The report,
was launched on Thursday 18 October,
calls for victims to be placed at the heart
of criminal justice system, whilst also
setting out a case for reducing the
prison population. 

Chaplaincy a key role

The care and comfort offered by prison
chaplains is key to rehabilitation of
offenders.

Across England and Wales, prisons
are struggling to cope; high levels of
violence, substance misuse and a
shortage of officers are creating

undignified, un-rehabilitative conditions
for prisoners. Overcrowding is also a
major concern and is driving the
problems currently facing the prison
service. Decisive action is needed if this
ongoing going crisis is to be resolved. 

This new document, which draws on
input from a wide range of experts,
including senior politicians, legal
professionals, charities, Church groups
and people with experience of working
in prison system, serves both to
challenge public attitudes towards
prisoners and the use of custody, as well
as making a number of clear policy
recommendations to the Government. 

One charity, that works with ex-
offenders, and has been part of the
discussion group for the document has
said,  “A Journey of Hope: A Catholic
Approach to Sentencing Reform” will
challenge leaders to establish a criminal
justice system that is genuinely
rehabilitative, without being a soft
approach.” 

Bishop Richard Moth, lead Bishop for
prisons states that he hopes that this
report will “serve to widen and inform the

debate around sentencing in this
country, and contribute to finding the
solutions we desperately need”. 

A Journey of Hope: A Catholic
Approach to Sentencing Reform was
launched at the Institute of Economic
Affairs on Thursday 18 October 2018. 

To find out more, and to access the
document, visit, http://cbcew.org.uk/a-
journey-of-hope

• Dr James Campbell was formerly
Head of HM Prison Service Media at
the Home Office.

Christ beats Bing any day! 



Wanted for the
Missions

Large Statues (Even damaged
ones), old vestments, pictures,
church fittings, rosaries, prayer

books, religious books, relics etc.

Please ring 
Mr. B. Ferris KSC, 

102 Moor St, Earlsdon, 
Coventry CV5 6EY
Tel: 02476 676986

H. TOVEY • J. TOVEY
J. CORTEN • R. DALE

K. FOSTER • D. O’CONNELL

01633 266848
Newport Funeral Home,

9/11 Cardiff Road, Newport
(opposite Royal Gwent Hospital)

www.toveybros.co.uk

A trusted family business serving 
local families and the community in

South East Wales for six generations
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On the evening of the
19th November Dom
Daniel McCarthy,
monk of Saint
Benedict’s Abbey,
Kansas (pictured
here), and
international liturgy
scholar, came to Ty
Croeso, Llantarnam,
to address the Lay
Ministers of Funerals.

He began in the
chapel, leading the
Ministers in a
celebration of his
‘Evening Prayer for the
Dead’. This adaptation
of the Rite of Reception
of the Body combines it
with the Evening Prayer
for the Dead from the
Divine Office, a simple
and moving service
which Dom Daniel led
with a prayerful
combination of
simplicity and dignity.

In a relaxed talk
afterwards he helped
the Ministers recognise
the links with the
celebration of Baptism
in the Easter Liturgy,
and see how they could
simply bring out these
links to support and
deepen the faith and
prayer of grieving
families.

Funeral
Ministers
Training

Seven Martyrs honoured in film
On 8 December seven Trappist
monks will be beatified in Algeria
having given their lives in
faithfulness to the gospel in
Tibhirine in 1996. This village is
located in the Atlas mountains in
Algeria. 

These are just some of the
numerous people in recent years who
have been martyred for their faith in
the midst of political upheaval,civil
wars and injustice inflicted on the
poor.

“Of Gods and Men” is the dramatic
and beautiful story of the life and
death of these Cistercian monks.
Living a quiet, contemplative life in
the midst of their Muslim neighbours.
Their prayer and worship is a
transcendent theme running through
the whole film. Their study of the
Q’uran is an interfaith dialogue lived
out in the turmoil of conflicting
loyalties. Inevitably, they become the
object of hostility of the factions in the
Algerian civil war of the 1990’s. They
are so immersed in the culture and
life of the people who have become
their friends that the monks heroically
refuse to abandon the vulnerable
villagers. They paid for their fidelity
with the sacrifice of their lives. “If you
don’t leave here now, you will soon
be dead” says one monk to another.
“If I do leave”, is the response “I am
dead already”. Hence the beatification

A scene from the film

The annual collection for the support of the sick and retired clergy of the Diocese will
be taken over the weekend of 17/18 November. 

This fund ensures our priests receive the best care and support they deserve when they
retire or fall ill after a lifetime of service in our parishes,schools,hospitals and other
chaplaincies.

Whilst most people retire in their mid to late 60’s, priests generally step down from the
responsibilities of being parish priests at the age of 75. Even after this,many priests continue
in some form of active ministery-celebrating Mass where needed,supporting parish life,
offering counsel and support to those in need. Above all, they pray for the needs of all.
Others simply become very old,too frail or incapacitated. But none are forgotten.

Your donations ensure a dignified retirement for all of our priests. Your support helps cover
gaps in health care or health emergencies as well as providing care for those with chronic
conditions or those who are disabled. Please contribute generously to this annual collection.
If you are a taxpayer, by completing a Gift Aid envelope you can add 25% to your donation at
no cost to yourself.

See Editorial on Page 3

ceremony taking place next month by the
Papal Legate, Cardinal Angelo Becciu.

To mark this momentous occasion,
there will be showing of the film “Of Gods
and Men” at The Cornerstone on Friday 7
December at 2pm. Admission is free.
Archbishop George will give a short

introduction to the main themes of the
film which,through silence and the art of
photography, conveys the spiritual
strength of these extraordinary monks.
The Guardian’s film critic, Peter Bradshaw
writes of the final scene “ “Beauvois’s
camera does nothing but pan slowly

around the table m...minutely watching
these men’s careworn faces as they
absorb the mystery of their own deaths. It
is an overwhelming fusion of portraiture
and drama, and perhaps one of the most
sensational things I have seen on the big
screen”.

Retired priest Fr Ray O'Shea - Irish coffee in
hand at a fair held in Nazareth House

Fr Ambrose Walsh at his home in Cardiff

WELFARE OF SICK AND
RETIRED CLERGY
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The Caring Funeral Service
Award Winning Independent Funeral Homes

Award Winning, 
Independent 

Funeral Arrangers

Privileged to have
served the Catholic

community since 1989

• Private Rest Rooms

• 24HR Call-Out Service

• 5* Client Reviews

• Caring, Dignified, Personal & Professional 

Service

• Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

Caerphilly Funeral Services
Parc Avenue Funeral Home
Crossways, CAERPHILLY
CF83 3AZ
(02920) 862100

caerphillyfuneralservices.com

Church Village Funeral Services
Cardigan Close Precinct
Tonteg, PONTYPRIDD
CF38 1LD
(01443) 203966

churchvillagefuneralservices.co.uk

The Growing Team of Marriage Preparation Facilitators
By Joanne White
Following a successful recruitment drive 14 potential new
volunteers were identified, as willing candidates for training to
deliver Marriage Care’s ‘Preparing Together’ marriage
preparation course, and completed an application form to
start their recruitment process, i.e. vetting and references.

Seven of these new volunteers have now completed their formal
training, which consist of an online module, two-day weekend
formal training and a subsequent practice day, and are now
preparing to deliver 2-3 sessions of the Preparing Together course
alongside existing experienced facilitators. 

The remaining potential new recruits will hopefully undertake
their formal training by the summer of 2019.

This has all been made possible thanks to the partnership
agreement between the archdiocese and Marriage Care, with
training being held locally. The photograph shows the new
volunteers along with Marriage Care (MC) Facilitator Trainers, Mark
and Fran Watson from the MC’s Oxford Centre.

You will also notice in the photograph, two knitted dolls who
represent the couples throughout the course; She is Ruby
(Respect, Understanding and Be Yourself) and He is Reg
(Respect, Empathy and Genuineness). The ‘Preparing Together’
Course, allows engaged couples space and time to focus on their
partner and their relationship away from the pressure of daily life
and wedding plans, and is designed to complement the
preparation sessions they will attend with their parish priest; as
stated in the archdiocesan marriage preparation policy, produced
at the start of this year.

For more details on marriage preparation in the Archdiocese see
the Marriage and Family Life pages of the website and to book
Marriage Preparation days contact Marriage Care directly on 0800
389 3801.

If you are planning to marry in a Catholic church, please make
sure that your parish priest is the first person you contact.

Mass of Thanksgiving honours Nye's memory

Aneurin ‘Nye’ Bevan was the pioneering
politician who was responsible for
establishing the National Health Service in
1948. 

As Minister for Health and housing in the
post-was Labour government of Clem Attlee,
Nye modelled the NHS on the Tredegar
Workmen’s Medical Aid Society,  whose
membership reached more than 20,000. 

The 70th Anniversary of the founding of the
NHS was marked by a Mass at All Saints

Church, Ebbw Vales, with Archbishop George
Stack as the celebrant.

In the congregation were doctors, nurses
and others who worked in the NHS of today.

Archbishop George quoted the words of Nye
when he created the NHS: “All I am doing is
extending to the entire population of Britain the
benefits we had in  Tredegar for a generation
or more. We are going to Tredegar-ise you.”

Aneurin Bevin - a great man who brought
forth the NHS which has served generations.

Archbishop George, priests and servers at the Mass making the 70th Anniversary of the NHS in
Wales

Mass celebrates Feast of St Luke
This Autumn, for the first time in many years Mass was celebrated on the Feast of St Luke
(patron saint of doctors) within the Cardiff and Vale University Health Board. 

Following the ordination to the sacred priesthood of Fr Peter Davies and Fr David Prichard in
the summer, daily Mass is now celebrated in Llandough hospital chapel Monday - Friday.  Having
two Catholic chaplains within two of the largest hospitals in Wales has resulted in the expansion
of the chaplaincy provision for Catholic patients, their families and staff. 

Fr Peter is serving as a full time chaplain within Llandough hospital and Fr David is a part time
chaplain in the University Hospital of Wales. 

In order to receive Chaplaincy support referrals need to be made directly to the Chaplaincy
team. This can be done via telephoning the department on 029 20743230, by e-mailing
spiritual.careteam@wales.nhs.ukor contacting them directly on: peter.davies4@wales.nhs.uk or
david.prichard@wales.nhs.uk
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