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Pope Francis has appointed Bishop
Mark O’Toole as Archbishop-elect of
Cardiff and Bishop-elect of Menevia
Pope Francis has appointed Bishop Mark O’Toole as Archbishop-
elect of Cardiff and Bishop-elect of Menevia.
Bishop Mark O’Toole has been Bishop of Plymouth since his

appointment in 2013.  Previously, he was ordained a priest of the
Archdiocese of Westminster in 1990 and served as private secretary to
Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Connor between 2002-2008, before his
appointment as rector of Allen Hall seminary in 2008.
Archbishop-elect O’Toole will become the eighth Archbishop of Cardiff

in succession to Archbishop George Stack, who has been Archbishop of
Cardiff since 2011.  The installation will take place in Cardiff Cathedral on
20th June 2022, the feast of the Welsh martyrs Saints Julius and Aaron.
On hearing of his appointment, Archbishop-elect O’Toole said:
“I am grateful and humbled by the trust that the Holy Father has placed

in me.  I face the task ahead both with excitement and a certain
trepidation, conscious of my own weaknesses.  Throughout my life I have
learnt to trust the Lord’s will more deeply, and in these days of Eastertide
especially, I have taken much comfort from Jesus’s words to his Apostles,
‘Do not be afraid. I go before you …’ It is with this deep sense that the
Lord goes before all of us in this new mission, that I fully embrace this
new calling in my life.
“I express my heartfelt gratitude to all in the Diocese of Plymouth.  You

have taught me what it is to be a bishop.  I will leave with many happy
memories, and with sadness too, in saying farewell to good friends.
Thank you for the love you have shown me these past eight years.  It
strengthens me as I face this new opportunity, and I am sure you will be
praying for me.

Archbishop-elect visits Cardiff Cathedral
On Wednesday 27th April 2022, an hour after it was announced
that Bishop Mark O’Toole of Plymouth had been named the 8th
Archbishop of Cardiff and the next Bishop of Menevia ‘in
persona episcopi’, the Archbishop elect visited Cardiff
Cathedral to greet the people and celebrate Mass with
Archbishop George Stack.
Archbishop-elect O’Toole will be installed as the 8th Archbishop
of Cardiff on Monday 20th June 2022.

• Continued on Page 2
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3 minute reading and meditation with Teresa
O’Driscoll 

Email: teresa@teresaodriscoll.co.uk
You will need a Bible, a chair, and few minutes alone

"The word of the Lord endures forever.” (1 Peter
1:25)

Let Biblical Inspiration
Fire Your Imagination!

REFRESH THOSE BIBLICAL TEACHINGS!    
Though you regularly read the Bible do you ever find yourself thinking: What has
ancient scripture really got to do with my life? Well, the short answer is: Everything!
To make the long answer brief: the Bible not only explains the history of mankind
and how Christ put things right between God and our sinful nature, but also what
He expects now of you so that your final destination will be Heaven with Him. To
sum all that up, I love the Bible quote, often used as a slogan you have doubtless
seen, maybe on a big placard beside a church: “Jesus Christ the same yesterday,
today, and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8). Try the following meditation to mull that over. 
1. Read Peter 1:23-25
2. Sit up straight and close your eyes. Breathe in deeply through the nose. Hold a
few seconds. Breathe out through the mouth and as you do so feel the whole of
your body relax.
3. Now meditate for a few moments on the eternal God.  
4. Now say this prayer – or one of your own – ‘Dear Heavenly Father, when I read
Your word please grant me fresh insights so that I feel its continuing relevance to
my life. I ask this in the name of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.’
5. When you are ready breathe in and out deeply as before. Then open your eyes
and have a big stretch.

May your knowledge and experience of Christ deepen through Bible reading.  
God bless,  
Teresa
For more on the above topic please see Teresa’s blog:
http://teresaodriscoll.blogspot.co.uk/
Teresa O’Driscoll is the author of 9 Days to Heaven, How to make everlasting
meaning of your life

• Continued from Page 1
“I know, too, that I can count on the cooperation and prayer of the Priests, Deacons,

religious and Lay Faithful of the Archdiocese of Cardiff and the Diocese of Menevia.  I
look forward to meeting you all and, in time, to us getting to know one another.  I am
delighted that Archbishop George will be staying in the area and I know I can count
on his support and advice.  I look forward to working with fellow Christians, with
people of other faiths, and with all people of goodwill, for the good of all our local
communities.

“Wales and Herefordshire are new territories for me, having only visited for holidays
and retreats.  I am struck by the rich history and dramatic geography of the two
dioceses, with their vibrant multicultural cities, rural valleys, and beautiful coastlines,
their agrarian and modern technological innovation and diversity.  I am grateful for the
roots we share in our rich Celtic culture.  I hope it gives us a certain fellow-feeling for
one another.  I know what it means to be uprooted, to make a home in a new and
different land, and it will be good to get to know our migrant brothers and sisters.  I
look forward, too, to steeping myself in the historical reality and diverse experience of
the two Dioceses, as we work more closely together.  I recognise that this will take
time.  As one of our Welsh sayings puts it, “Rhaid cropian cyn cerdded (You must
crawl before walking).

“I have much to learn and I know I can count on your patience and understanding. I
ask especially for your prayers.  When I first became bishop, I chose the motto, “Into
your hands, Lord”. It is a prayer I have had cause to make many times in recent days.
It is a prayer that I ask us all in Cardiff and Menevia to make together today, and in
the weeks and months ahead. For it is in the Lord, as His missionary disciples, that
we find our deepest identity.  It is for Him that we set out afresh, to deepen our love
for Him, and to bring others to Him. I commend myself, and all of us, to Mary,
Immaculately Conceived, that she light the way for us to Her Son; we seek also, the
intercession of St Joseph, St David, and all our local patron Saints, in making this new
pilgrimage together.”

On hearing the news of the appointment of his successor, Archbishop George
Stack said: “I warmly welcome the appointment of Archbishop-elect Mark O’Toole as
the eighth Archbishop of Cardiff and the fourth Bishop of Menevia ‘in persona
Episcopi’. This provision has been made by the Holy See maintaining the identity,
juridical reality, history and pastoral life of each diocese.

“Archbishop-elect Mark will bring great gifts to this new ministry. The people of
each diocese will be blessed by his experience as Bishop of Plymouth. His pastoral,
theological and administrative skills will be of enormous benefit to us all.  His national
responsibilities as Chair of the Department of Evangelisation and Discipleship in the
Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales have been recognised by the Holy See in
his membership of the International Council for Catechesis. His Celtic heritage will
resonate with the Catholic faithful in Wales and in the wider community of his new
home. Ad Multos Annos!”

Cardinal Vincent Nichols, President of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England
and Wales said: “Today’s news of the appointment of Bishop Mark O’Toole as
Metropolitan Archbishop of Cardiff and Bishop of Menevia, in persona Episcopi, is
most welcome.  I offer Bishop Mark my fullest support and fervent prayers as he
prepares to take on his new role.  I am sure that the Catholic community throughout
Wales will welcome him warmly, as will leaders of other churches there and those of
civic society. St David and All Saints of Wales, pray for him.”

CV of Bishop Mark O’Toole BSc, BD, M.Phil, STL
22 June 1963 – Born in London, the youngest son of Marcus and Maura O’Toole who
originally came from the Irish-speaking community of Connemara, Galway, Ireland.
Attended St Ignatius Primary School, Stamford Hill and St Thomas More Secondary
School in Wood Green.

Pope Francis has appointed Bishop Mark O’Toole as
Archbishop-elect of Cardiff and Bishop-elect of Menevia

1984 – Graduated with a B.Sc. in Geography from the University of Leicester.
1984-1989 – Studied for the priesthood at Allen Hall Seminary, graduating with a
Bachelor of Divinity in Theology from the University of London (Heythrop College).
1989-1990 – Pastoral work as a Deacon in St Joan of Arc Parish Highbury, London.
9 June 1990 – Ordained priest of the Archdiocese of Westminster by Cardinal Basil
Hume.
1990-92 – M.Phil in Theology at the university of Oxford. Wrote a thesis on the
relationship between Divine and Human freedom, supervised by the Lady Margaret
Professor, Dr Rowan Williams.
1992-97 – Assistant priest in St Mary Magdalene parish, Willesden Green; part-
time lecturer in Catechesis.
1997-2002 – Member of Staff at Allen Hall Seminary – Lecturer in Theology and
Formation Adviser to seminarians, Dean of Studies from 1999-2002. Granted a
Sacred License in Theology (STL) from Pontifical University of Leuven in 2000.
2002-2008 – Private Secretary to Cardinal Murphy O’Connor, Archbishop of
Westminster.
2008-2014 – Rector, Allen Hall Seminary, London.
28th January 2014 – Ordained as Ninth Bishop of Plymouth.
Appointed Chair of the Department for Evangelisation and Discipleship in the
Bishops Conference of England and Wales (October 2014). Made an ecumenical
Canon of Truro Cathedral (2014) and of Exeter Cathedral (2017).
October 2021 – Appointed by the Holy See as a Member of the International
Council for Catechesis.
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Editorial
Our New
Archbishop 
You can see from page 1 the
appointment of our new Archbishop of
Cardiff Mark O’Toole.

We welcome his appointment by the Holy
Father and look forward to his
installation next month.

But it would be remiss not to applaud our
present Archbishop George Stack for all
the work he has done in the Archdiocese,
not to mention the additional load of
looking after the Bishopric of Menevia,
which now is incorporated in the
Archdiocese of Cardiff.

Archbishop George celebrates the 50th
anniversary of his ordination this month
and we wish him well in his retirement.
Visitors to Archbishop’s House in Cardiff
will see the wonderful work he does as a
green-fingered cleric!

He loves his green and the many potted
plants in the back garden show that he is
not short of a hobby when he retires.
He deserves all our best wishes as he
leaves a lost he has filled so well and
those of his flock he has inspired. 

“His Holiness Pope Francis was
most pleased to be informed of the
Mass to be celebrated in the Welsh
language, taking place in London
on 30th of March 2022 at the
Church of St James, Spanish
Place.
Mindful of Wales’ cultural and

historical heritage, and of its
venerable Christian tradition nurtured
by great saints such as Beuno,
Winifred and Cadoc, the Holy Father
wishes to encourage Welsh people
and those who wish to preserve this

patrimony to practise it and to inspire
others to study, speak and pray in this
ancient language.
His Holiness wishes to convey his

spiritual closeness and prayerful best
wishes to all those taking part in this
important ecclesial event. As a
pledge of heavenly graces, the Holy
Father invokes the intercession of the
Blessed Virgin Mary and St David,
Patron of Wales, and cordially imparts
his Apostolic Blessing.” Claudio
Gugerotti, Apostolic Nuncio
The Mass has been recorded and

is available on Youtube (see below).
The introductory music as people

arrive is played for the first 30
minutes of the recording, with the
Processional and Mass then
following, Fr. Gildas Parry being the
chief celebrant and four Welsh choirs
and a Welsh military band also taking
part. The Papal Nuncio is called
forward at approximately 1.52.35 to
deliver the Apostolic Blessing from
Pope Francis as the Mass concludes,
prior to the final blessing.

Apostolic Blessing
for Wales

Bishops visit Cardiff for Plenary Session
The Catholic Bishops’ of England and Wales
Spring Plenary Meeting, was held for the first
time in nearly two decades iin Cardiff.
All of the Catholic Bishops of England and

Wales gather twice a year to discuss important
topics surrounding the life of the Church and the
world at this time.  The meetings usually take
place in Leeds but for this meeting the Bishops
decided to pay a visit to Wales.  The Meeting
took place over 5 days and during their time in
the capital of Wales, the Bishops made a visit to
the Welsh Parliament (Senedd) taking into
consideration the devolved nature of Welsh
Government.
The Plenary Session has began with prayer and

a message from Pope Francis being delivered by
the Apostolic Nuncio to Great Britain, Archbishop
Claudio Gugerotti.  On Friday it  concluded with a
press conference highlighting the points of
discussion for this session and to issue any
relevant statements.  The ongoing tension in
Ukraine, the continuing Synodal Path and the
introduction of the new Lectionary to be used in
the Liturgy will all be discussed.
From Monday to Thursday, the Bishops

gathered in prayer at Cardiff Cathedral, the
Metropolitan Cathedral Church of St. David in
Cardiff.  The daily schedule of prayer is open to
the public 
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Spiro Borg KSG receives Papal Award 
When the Archbishop of Cardiff celebrates
a Pontifical Mass he is attended by Knights
and Dames of the Equestrian Order of St.
Gregory the Great. 
This Papal order was founded by Pope

Gregory XVI in 1831 as a memorial of his
predecessor, Pope Gregory the Great (540 –
604 AD).  The Order is given in recognition of
those who give “distinguished service to
Church and State”.
During the Mass of Chrism to be held at St.

David’s Cathedral, Cardiff, on Tuesday 12 April,
the Archbishop will be attended by a newly
installed Knight, Mr. Spiro Borg KSG.  He is well
known to countless people throughout the
Diocese of Cardiff and in the wider community
of South Wales. The Holy Father has bestowed
this honour in recognition of the devoted
service offered by our new Knight to the work
of the Church and to the many community
charities which have his ongoing support.

AD MULTOS ANNOS

(Photographs below show Archbishop George
Stack bestowing the honour at a dinner in the
Cornerstone).
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Caritas Calling! May / June 2022
To the Clergy, Parishes and Catholic
charities of the Archdiocese of
Cardiff and the Diocese of Menevia.
To the Diocese of Wrexham for
information. To CSAN and Diocesan
Caritas contacts.  

Dear Archbishop George, Reverend
Fathers, Reverend Deacons, Caritas
Steering Group members and friends
in the parishes, Catholic charities and
organisations.    
Please find attached the Caritas Calling!
May / June 2022 Bulletin which contains
the following items:  

1. CSAN web-based toolkit resource on
Ukraine - Updated 22 April 2022 
2. Million Minutes’ Celebrating Young
People Awards 2022  
3. Voluntary sector partners pave the
way for supporting women prison
leavers 
4. Pact’s JustPeople workshops may be
for you  
5. Ask your Member of the Senedd to
support a Living Wage in health and
social care 
6. The Pope’s Prayer intentions: 
May - For faith-filled young people 
June - For families  
7. The Cycle of Prayer 
8. Ukraine: Stella Maris brings kindness
and compassion 
9. Appointment of the Prefect, Secretary
and Under-Secretary of the Dicastery for
Promoting Integral Human Development 
10. Resignation and appointment of
metropolitan archbishop of Cardiff,
Wales, appointment of bishop of
Menevia, and union in persona Episcopi
of the two sees 

The war in Ukraine continues to
dominate the News Headlines. CSAN
has provided an Update in its web-
based toolkit, particularly in the section
Homes for Ukraine – Humanitarian
Sponsorship Scheme Step 2. 
Around the world Stella Maris

chaplains have been speaking about the
dilemmas and worries of both Ukrainian
and Russian seafarers as the war in
Ukraine deepens. Martin Foley, Stella
Maris chief executive officer said, “Stella
Maris chaplains in the UK and around
the world will redouble their efforts to
support all seafarers affected by this
war. It is desperately unfortunate that
Ukrainian, Russian, and other seafarers
are getting caught up in this war.” “Stella
Maris urges all governments to ensure
the safety of all seafarers caught up in
this war, their entitlement to adequate
shore leave and their access to our
welfare services.” 
Million Minutes, a Catholic youth social

action charity that is a member of CSAN
and of CYMFed, has launched its
‘Celebrating Young People Awards
2022’. As the Church endeavours to

build/rebuild communion/community,
participation and mission, in a 'post-
Covid' world, let us seek to work across
and between generations, addressing
their needs and celebrating their
achievements. 
There are two items from Pact, the

Prison Advice and Care Trust, in the
Bulletin. Pact, together with voluntary
sector partners and the Ministry of
Justice’s Local Leadership and
Integration Fund (LLIF), is launching a
new project supporting women leaving
HMP Eastwood Park in Gloucestershire.
Led by Gloucestershire-based charity
The Nelson Trust, the One Women’s
Centre will offer comprehensive support
to women in custody and through the
gate, encouraging effective rehabilitation
and reintegration into the community
following release. The centre, which
plans to reach at least 400 women
during its 12-month pilot, is the first of its
kind in England & Wales and will adopt
a ‘one team’ approach to supporting
female prison leavers, joining up
statutory and voluntary sector services.
HMP Eastwood Park houses women
from South West England and Wales
(there is currently no women’s prison in
Wales, and so Welsh women are
imprisoned in England, more than 100
miles away from their homes and
families). 
Pact’s JustPeople workshops may

help people to put their faith into action
by reaching out in a practical way to
some of the most socially
disadvantaged people in our community,
providing an opportunity to reflect upon
Scripture, Church Teaching and Catholic
Social Teaching, through the lens of
people affected by imprisonment. The
feedback from previous participants has
been very encouraging: 
•  I found the workshop enlightening and
uplifting.  Practically, they were very
well set up and run.  I felt very
comfortable in the group. 

•  I just wanted to say I had been going
through so much and never nearly
made it on to the workshop, I am so
glad that I did now, as it is an amazing
service and one I wish I had known
about years ago. I feel it could have
been a great help to me and my
family. 

•  A brilliant workshop - structure,
balance of prayer, information and
group work was excellent.  A spiritual
experience.  Thank you for organising
such a Spirit-filled workshop. 

News from Citizens Cymru Wales: On
1 April, the Welsh Government started
the process of rolling-out theReal Living
Wage to all Health and Social Care
workers in Wales. As a Founding
Member of Cardiff Citizens and Citizens
Cymru Wales, the Archdiocese of Cardiff
has continued to promote the Real

Living Wage. A short video has been
created by Citizens UK to share the
national significance and impact of the
Living Wage and Catholic Social
Teaching. On 3 May we will all come
together from members across Citizens
Cymru Wales, using our collective power
to maximum effect. We will gather at the
Senedd in Cardiff Bay to celebrate the
commitment made by the Welsh
Government, and encourage other
health and social care organisations, as
well as Local Authorities and Health
Boards to do the same for all their staff
and to accredit as Living Wage
employers. 
We welcome the news of the

Appointment of the Prefect, Secretary
and Under-Secretary of theDicastery for
Promoting Integral Human Development
for a five-year term.  
The Dicastery is competent with

regard to Caritas Internationalis, in
accord with its Statutes.  Article 4
Relationship to Members of the Curia
and related Offices, 

We welcome the news that Pope
Francis has appointed Bishop Mark
O’Toole as Archbishop-elect of
Cardiff and Bishop-elect of Menevia.

https://rcadc.org/new-archbishop/ 
Archbishop George Stack said: “I

warmly welcome the appointment of
Archbishop-elect Mark O’Toole as the
eighth Archbishop of Cardiff and the
fourth Bishop of Menevia ‘in persona
Episcopi’. This provision has been made
by the Holy See maintaining the identity,
juridical reality, history and pastoral life of
each diocese. 
Our prayers and good wishes go to

Archbishop-elect Mark and Archbishop
George. Ad Multo Annos! 
We welcome the Bishops’ Conference

of England and Wales to their Spring
Plenary meeting in Cardiff from 2 – 6
May 2022. It’s the first full plenary
meeting in Wales since November
2004. Canon Christopher Thomas,
General Secretary of the Bishops’
Conference, gives us a short potted
history of the Catholic Church in Wales
and talks about his favourite saints and
pilgrimage sites in the country: 
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/bishops-
meet-in-wales-for-plenary/ 
Yours in Christ the Risen Lord! 
Jim 
Jim Barnaville
Coordinator
Caritas Archdiocese of Cardiff
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St Mary's Bungalow Appeal for Ukrainian Refugees
We are raising funds to refurbish a bungalow, to house up to eight Ukrainian refugees.

We are all aware of the quite awful situation in Ukraine and the mass exodus of
women, children and the elderly into neighbouring countries. Together with the support of
our local parish St. Mary's RC Church, and the governing body and PTA at St. Mary's RC
Primary School, we are planning to provide a safe haven for Ukrainian families in need.
You can make a difference by donating  today at https://www.gofundme.com/f/ukrainian-
refugee?qid=b7ee3731c5d9c76e15f6e724d771da05

UPDATE: This time last week we were very hopeful that Lilia and the boys would be
granted visas. We were given the green light and when Lilia travelled to the Visa Centre
she hoped she would have 7 visas in her hand, but NO. Five visas had been processed
and one of those contained inaccurate data; two visas were missing. With a huge
amount of pressure on David Davies we were hopeful that the Home Secretary would be
able to speed up the process. I can report we were partially successful. 7 visas have now
been granted but the Bucharest Visa Centre are waiting for DHL, the courier to dispatch
them. They should have arrived by the time you read this.

The key to all this is that Lilia and children are safe; we now believe they will be with us
next week. Their new home is 99% ready – just a heated towel rail to fit and Wifi to be
added. Fully furnished and fitted out, complete with clothes, toys and IT or all the family.
It really does look like a family home and I sincerely hope that Lilia and the boys will be
happy there.

At this point I should give you a quick update on finances. Excluding all the building
works provided free of charge by Barratts and all the donations in terms of good and
services, income generated stands at roughly £11,500. Refurbishment of the bungalow
has cost us only £2,500. The bulk of our costs have been in getting the family out of
Ukraine, accommodating and feeding them in Bucharest and now flying them to the UK

– this bill will come to just short of £6,000 but we have to be thankful to
Alcumus for contributing £2,500 to this amount.

The next steps are to acquaint Lilia with the area, there will be lots to do;
shopping for 6 boys without a car will not be easy for her! We need to
understand from Lilia what she wants and we must respect her wishes. That
said, I would like to think that when help is needed in the form of a lift to the
shops, we will have a number of willing volunteers who will help settle her into
Chepstow life.

Let us hope that the family arrive safely early next week.

UKRAINE: UK charity offers another
lifeline to Ukraine refugees
More than 200 displaced women and children in
Ukraine will continue to receive food and shelter –
thanks to fresh support from the UK office of a
leading Catholic charity.

Ivano-Frankivsk Archdiocese, western Ukraine –
which has been looking after displaced families since
the start of the war – turned to Aid to the Church in
Need (ACN) to ensure it could provide ongoing care
for those who fled their homes.

Most of the internally displaced persons (IDPs) being
helped by the archdiocese are women and children
who escaped Russian assaults on large cities
including Kyiv, Kharkiv, Zaporizhzhia and Odessa.

Archbishop Volodymyr Wytyschyn of Ivano-Frankivsk
told the charity: “Fleeing from the great catastrophe
brought to our country by Russia’s war, people are
seeking salvation and shelter in the western regions of
our country.

“Especially in the Carpathian region, a considerable
number came to us. Our archdiocese is involved in…
the settlement of the people who need it most.”

The IDPs being helped by the latest ACN (UK) aid
are based in Hoshniv Monastery, south of Lviv and in
10 parishes across the archdiocese – but the local
Church is also caring for many others, including160 in
the seminary and 100 in St Basil’s High School.

Sister Euphrosyne Goida, Abbess General of the
Congregation of the Holy Family which is looking after
160 IDPs at Hoshniv Monastery, said: “To date, Ukraine
has come under unexpected missile fire in all regions
of our country… The population, alarmed by this
situation, is trying to find a safe place to stay.”

Appealing for help, she added: “Today we are asking
for help for our people who are forced to flee their
homes because of the war, to save the lives of
themselves and their children.”

With the Sisters no longer able to draw an income
from their catechetical work in parishes, they turned to
ACN for food and other essential costs connected with
housing the IDP women and children.

Dr Caroline Hull, national director of Aid to the
Church in Need (UK), praised the work being done for
IDPs in Ukraine.

She said: “Sisters, priests and others in Ukraine are
doing amazing work looking after those who have had
to seek refuge far from home.

“The UK office of ACN is delighted to be supporting
the incredible work done by our Church partners.”

ACN (UK) will be providing more than £86,000 in
fresh aid which, in addition to the emergency support
in Ivano-Frankivsk Archdiocese, will also provide new
kitchen appliances for 55 religious houses looking after
refugees.

Since the invasion of Ukraine, ACN has provided
more than £2 million in essential aid to help the
Church minister to those affected by the war.

With picture of a Sister with IDPs in the seminary in Ivano-Frankivsk. (© ACN).
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