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Standing close to the Font throughout the year, except during the Easter
Season, is the Paschal or Easter Candle.

This is blessed, as pictured here by our Archbishop, lit for the first time and
carried into a darkened church at the Service of Light that begins the Easter
Vigil on Holy Saturday Night.

The candle, which remains on the sanctuary until Pentecost, and is lit at all
liturgical celebrations, represents the Risen Christ.

Outside of the Easter Season it remains close to the Font and is lit when
the Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated, or stands at the head of the coffin
during Funerals signifying Christ’s presence at the beginning and at the end
of a person’s journey of faith.

The use of the Paschal Candle can be traced back to the early centuries of
the Church.

The Paschal Candle is used once more during the Easter Vigil - to bless the
Baptismal water during the Liturgy of Baptism. The choir and congregation
sing the following, or a similar acclamation: “Springs of water, bless the
Lord. Give him glory and praise for ever.” The Paschal Candle is returned to
its stand and all return to the sanctuary.

More Holy Week pictures on Pages 4 and 5

Pascal Candle 
represents The
Risen Christ
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BEL – Belmont Abbey – The Retreats Secretary - email: retreats@belmontabbey.org.uk or tel: 07799 811 646. All
retreats begin with Vespers at 6.00 pm – check-in at Hedley Lodge from mid afternoon
LL – Ty Croeso Centre, Llantarnam Abbey, Cwmbran tel: 01633 867317
PRC – Pastoral Resources Centre, 910 Newport Road, Rumney, Cardiff tel: 029 20360044
St.P – St Peter’s Church, St Peter’s Street, Cardiff CF24 3BA

May 10 Confirmation at St Mary’s Dinas Powys 7pm
May 11 World Apostolate of Fatima Training Day The Cornerstone 9am-5pm
May 12 Marian Procession Nazareth House 3pm.
May 15 Annual Torchlight Procession in Honour of The Blessed Virgin Mary. Belmont Abbey 9pm.
May 18 Society of St Gregory Spring Gathering St Helen’s Parish Church Caerphilly 10am-4pm.
May 19 Confirmation Our Lady of the Angels Cwmbran 9.30am
24 May Confirmation St Albans Cardiff 7pm.
May 25 Confirmation Our Lady of Lourdes Gabalfa 6pm.
May 26 Confirmation St Illtyds Merthyr Tydfil 11.30am

To list Archdiocesan and Deanery Events in this Diary contact:  Dr James Campbell-Editor. Archbishop’s
House, 43 Cathedral Road, Cardiff, CF11 9HD. Tel: (029) 2022 0411 Fax: (029) 2037 9036 
Email: publications@rcadc.org 
Articles to be received by the 20th of the month for inclusion in the following month.

ARCHBISHOP 
GEORGE’S 
ENGAGEMENTS

MAY 2019

Wednesday 1 Meeting at The Cornerstone 10.30
Thursday 2 Depart for Low Week Conference Valladolid
Friday 10 Return from Valladolid Conference
Friday 17 Confirmation St. Mary’s Dinas Powis 7.00
Saturday 18 Society of St. Gregory St. Helen’s Caerphilly 10.0
Sunday 19 Confirmation Our Lady of the Angels Cwmbran 9.30
Thursday 23 National Patrimony Conference The Cornerstone 9.00
Friday 24 Confirmation St. Alban’s Cardiff 7.00
Saturday 25 Confirmation Our Lady of Lourdes Gabalfa 6.00
Sunday 26 Confirmation St. Illtyd’s Merthyr Tydfil 11.30

ARCHDIOCESAN
DIARY OF EVENTS

PHILLIP TOM & SONS
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

…a family business that cares

Beaconsfield House
155a Commercial Street
Newport Road
Risca
Gwent NP11 6EY
01633 615005
www.pts-funerals.co.uk

• Owned and operated by a Catholic family with over 
25 years experience to understand your needs

• Chosen Funeral Directors to the Sisters of St Joseph, 
Llantarnam Abbey for over 25 years

• We are Licenced by the British Institute of Funeral   
Directors

• Offer free bereavement counselling
• Golden Charter Prepaid funeral plans available
• Monumental Masonry Service
• Serving all areas of South Wales

A day of talks, workshop
sessions, and liturgies

Saturday 18thMay (10am –
4.30pm)

Saint Helen’s Catholic
Church, Caerphilly

Focusing on planning and
preparing for Mass, exploring

what is needed for a truly worthy
celebration:

Planning for liturgies –led by
Martin Barry, Choirmaster and

Director of Music at Salford
Cathedral;

Singing and music to accompany
the assembly – led by Stephen

Bryant, Head of Music at
Badminton School for Girls,

Bristol and Organist at Clifton
Cathedral.

Exploring the texts – led by Mgr
Kevin McGinnell, a priest of

Northampton Diocese,
Secretary of the Spirituality
Committee, Department of

Christian Life and Worship and
Chairman of the Society of Saint

Gregory.

All are welcome, whether
members or not, particularly
anyone involved in parish

ministry.

To book a place, please visit:
www.ssg.org.uk/ Spring

Gathering,
or contact

parish@sthelenscaerphilly.com

02920 883192

Editorial Dr James Campbell-
Editor. Archbishop’s House,
43 Cathedral Road, Cardiff,
CF11 9HD 
Tel: (029) 2022 0411 Fax:
(029) 2037 9036 Email:
publications@rcadc.org and
Articles to be received by the
20th of the month for inclusion
in the following month
Advertising Tel: 0151 709
7567
Designed & ProducedMersey
Mirror, Suite 4, Pacific
Chambers, 11-13 Victoria
Street, Liverpool L2 5QQ. 
Tel: 0151 709 7567 Fax: 0151
707 1678 Email:
post@merseymirror.com
Submission of photographs
Please note photographs
submitted for publication must
be in jpeg or pdf format. Those
in Word format cannot be
accepted

Your Catholic
People…

CELEBRATING THE MASS
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Editorial

‘We have nothing but 
praise for Coles and the 
dignity and compassion 
they showed us and our 
loved ones.’
We take care of everything 
so you can concentrate 
on what really matters.

John, 74, Cyncoed
Father, Grandfather

Cardiff’s award-winning, independent, family-run funeral homes. 
Rumney 029 2079 7516 | Birchgrove 029 2209 3388 
colesfuneraldirectors.co.uk

Terrorists
must not
win!
We have on pages 4 and 5 photographs
of the wonderful Holy Week Masses at
The Metropolitan Cathedral of St David,
Masses replicated and worshiped
throughout our archdiocese.

Tragically Easter Sunday was marred
by the appalling terrorist atrocities in
Sri Lanka in which many Christians lost
their lives, including British citizens.

We utterly condemn the terrorists who
carried out these deeds. They are not
representative of the vast law-abiding
Islamic community. We have seen in
our own archdiocese co-operation
between the Catholic, broader Christian
and Muslim communities, as article in
the newspaper have shown

We have seen the support for refugees
from terror, as the article on page 6
shows.

Here, you can read about a Welsh
National Opera initiative to welcome
refugees into our community.

We urge readers to end their support to
this project, in which our own Sister
Ruth O'Neil is deeply involved.

Terror will never win over goodness and
all religions working together to better
mankind rather than blowing it up!

National Marriage Week
May 13th– 19th 2019
Regular readers will be aware, that the
archdiocese has been working in
partnership with Marriage Care for several
months developing the existing marriage
preparation provision. 
The aim is to ensure that all engaged

couples in our diocese have local access to
the Marriage Care ‘Preparing Together’ Day,
which is delivered by trained, lay volunteers. In
June 2017, Archbishop Stack declared a
prerequisite that all couples should attend a lay
led preparation course alongside the
preparatory instruction they receive from their
local clergy; ideally this would be a Marriage
Care ‘Preparing Together’ (PT) day.
The aim of the partnership was to develop

the provision of PT days, by nurturing existing
providers, and developing new teams of
trained and equipped providers, in each of five
principle areas of the Archdiocese. 
In practical terms the main objective was to

increase the annual delivery of marriage
preparation courses across the archdiocese
from 8-12 (reaching 80+ couples each year) to
20-25 (reaching 160+ couples each year).
The need to extend the geographical

delivery of these lay-led courses, from three
regions to five, was based on the statistics of
where the majority of marriages were
celebrated over a ten-year period (2007 -
2016); the five-key population/deanery areas
identified were

Maesteg/Bridgend/Penarth/Barry/L
lantrisant, Cardiff, Newport, Heads
of the Valleys/Merthyr/Dowlais and
Hereford. 
There were already courses

being delivered in three of these
areas and so recruitment was
focused in the two new areas
resulting in the potential
development of two new Marriage
Care Centres in the Bridgend and
Heads of the Valleys regions.
When the partnership was

formalised, back in the autumn of
2018, there were 10 fully trained
facilitators actively delivering PT
courses within the archdiocese,
predominantly in 3 locations. We
now have 13 trained facilitators,
with 3 more due to complete their
training by the autumn of 2019, as
well as 8 new volunteers about to
embark on their formal
training with Marriage
Care as part of their
partnership with the
Archdiocese; once
these volunteers are
fully trained delivery will
be possible in all five
areas.
To celebrate this

fantastic growth in
marriage preparation, a

Marriage Prayer card has been
produced for circulation during
National Marriage Week, 13th-
19thMay 2019; please pray this
prayer for all those preparing for
marriage in the coming year as
well as those who are willing to
give their time freely to support
these couples in their preparation.

MARRIAGE PRAYER
Father Creator,
Jesus, friend and Saviour,
Holy Spirit, fire of love
and comforter –
Family of Love:
Fill us with tenderness,
enclose us in harmony.
Guide us in gentleness,
enfold us in ecstasy.
Bring us to know your love
at the heart of our own.
Amen

This line from the poem of the
same name, by Stevie Smith,
will be familiar to many and
rouses a thought-provoking
image.
The Archdiocesan Family Life

Commission, strive in their work, to
spot when the people we meet
are ‘drowning and not waving’.
There are many aspects to this
work because, in truth, our Family
Life Ministry covers allaspects of
life; Is there anything that you can
think of that would not come under
the umbrella term of Family Life?
Bereavement Support forms one
part of our work, in which we try to
accompany people in what
perhaps will be one of the darkest
times of their lives.
All life is a gift from God, each

member of our family, our friends
and, indeed strangers, are all gifts
to be treasured; each one, with all
their faults and failings is a
precious and unique gift. When we
lose a loved one, as indeed we all
will, it is natural to feel robbed or
angry, or as though God has
forgotten us, and that he does not
see our pain.
Grief can overtake our world and

become all-consuming in our lives.
But God has a plan for each one
of us, he has mapped out unique
path down which we must travel. It
doesn’t do for us to compare our
path with someone else’s, as there
are no two paths the same.
The ministry of walking with the

bereaved is a call from God, God
loves each one of us so much and
calls us to be of service to others,
to each other: Christ came into this
world to serve, not to be served. If
we look at the astonishing work of
Francis of Assisi, he used the word
“Servant” over and over again. In
all aspects of our ministry we try to
keep this in our minds because it

is by being “servants”, that we
discover what God wants from
each of us. Together in this way,
we are building the Kingdom of
God, hoping, that as servants, we
can face whatever God is calling
us to do and to be. There is a joy
in service to others, though we
don’t always know what to do or
what to say or how to handle a
situation.
We are to serve in faith! DO

NOT BE AFRAID is the instruction
given to us so many times. God
shows us that joy consists of
complete selflessness and this
can only be experienced when we
are face to face with our fellow
human beings, especially during
the often-darkest times of their
lives.
Many of our parishes,across our

Archdiocese, have established
Bereavement Support Groups,

some of which have existed for
many years. Due to the nature of
this ministry, there is a continuing
need, and we constantly require
the service of these people, who
give their time so freely, to walk
with the bereaved on their
personal journey. In order to
sustain these existing groups and
also enable new ones to develop,
we are once again asking people
to come forward and to respond to
God’s call to serve others. The
Family Life Commission runs initial
training courses, for those
interested in Bereavement
Support, as well as providing on-
going development training for
those already involved.
Our Forthcoming events;
1. Bereavement Support Teams
Gathering�Saturday 8th June
Pastoral Resource Centerfrom
10.30 until 3.30. �This event hopes
to provide those already members
of a group or those thinking of

joining a group the opportunity to discuss and
share with other groups in the Archdiocese.
In the morning there will be an input from
Papyrus, on the Awareness and Prevention of
Young Suicide.
2. Bereavement Support Training
Day:�Saturday 6th July 
Pastoral Resource Centre from 10.30 until 3.30.
This one-day course aims to equip those
interested in joining an existing group or setting
up a new one, with some insight into
Bereavement Support and demonstrate how
parish bereavement support groups can be set
up and managed. It would be wonderful to
have a Bereavement Support group in every
Parish of our Archdiocese.
To book places or to found out more details

please contact the Family Life Commission via
email flc@rcadc.orgor telephone 02920
365964
Family Life Commission Chair, Ansti Corellis

‘NOT WAVING BUT DROWNING’
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Green Willow Funerals
Personalised Funeral Services and Funeral Plans

All profits donated to charity
Caring, sensitive bespoke funeral services

Telephone 02920 52 42 00

www.greenwillowfunerals.com

We welcome no-obligation enquiries
and cater for ‘pre-need’ funeral
plans which help:

Limit costs

Record your wishes

Relieve pressure on family
and loved ones

Holy Week 2019 at the Metro     
The devoted flocked to our Cathedral for the Holy Week Masses.
A brilliant sunny day omened well for this wonderful week as we celebrated with
Palm Sunday, young people waving and shacking their palms as the
congregation, led by Archbishop George, processed to the cathedral.
Holy Wednesday saw the Chrism Mass and Maundy Thursday the Mass of The
Lord's Supper followed by Good Friday and the Liturgy of The Passion of Our
Lord.
Saturday saw the dramatic and always moving Easter Vigil in The Holy Night and
the joy of Easter Sunday completed the Holy Week events.

Archbishop George lights the Easter Candle before the Vigil Mass The Archbishop with Gary Piazzon (left) and Ashley McNallywere the Cathedral's Adult Candidates
for conversion

Canon Peter Collins, Dean of the Cathedral, distributes the Palms on Palm Sunday

Two keen youngsters get ready to process into
the Cathedral

A young mother and her child venerate the
Cross

Th           

Th       
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     ropolitan Church of St David

The Cathedral Choir, as always, make the Holy Week so special

The Cross is covered before its unveiling
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Care Homes 
where Family Comes First

Bridgend • Ystradgynlais • Pontypridd 
Ystrad, Pentre • Williamstown

CAREERS WITH SILVERCREST CARE
Become part of our award winning nursing 

and caring team, visit our website

www.silvercrestcare.co.uk
Tel: 01656 746887

SilverCrest Group care homes 
have a family atmosphere and 
provide the highest standards 
of professional nursing and 
dementia care.

With ensuite private bedrooms, 
our homes offer the best in 
nutrition and activities to 
keep our residents happy and 
healthy.
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Archbishop calls for prayers for French Church 
following devastating fire at Notre Dame cathedral

Archbishop George Stack is calling for prayers for the Church in
France following the devastating fire at the Cathedral of Notre
Dame in Paris. 

In a personal message to the Archbishop Michel Aupetit of Paris,
Archbishop George offered the condolences and support of the Church
here in Wales.

Speaking of the events of last night, Archbishop George said: “At the
beginning of Holy Week the people of Paris and beyond are
experiencing their own Good Friday with the destruction of the
Cathedral of Notre Dame de Paris. This sacred space is a symbol of the
faith and patriotism of the French nation. I hope and pray that they will
experience its resurrection through the faith, skill and generosity of the
city and the world”.

Widespread damage has been caused but the fire, which began in
the evening with the roof and spire of the cathedral completely
destroyed was devastating.. Many of the ancient artefacts held at the
cathedral were rescued. Fire fighters worked to completely extinguish
the blaze. The main shell of the building has been saved.

A controversial view on restoration

Your editor gives his view on
the Notre Dame blaze.

You can see on this page the
feelings of our archbishop on the
blaze which consumed Notre
Dame Cathedral in Paris.

I watched with horror on the
news the destruction caused by
the fire with the roof collapsing as
the brave firemen tried to contain
it. I admire the priest, the chaplain

of the Paris fire service, who
plunged into the blaze to rescue
many of the holy artefacts and
bring them to safety.

Thankfully the main stone
structure has been saved and the
President of France has vowed to
restore the building within five
years, and millions of euros have
been contributed to pay for the
restoration.

Thousands of oak trees were

originally used to build the
roof and traditionalists are
asking that the restoration
follows medieval building
techniques and uses oak to
restore the roof.

But why should we use
valuable oak trees in the 21st
century? Our medieval
builders, if they had the
benefit of modern technology,
would surely have used
modern methods such as fire-
proof titanium to reconstruct
the rafters.

Why reconstruct a modern
roof with wood and risk yet
another catastrophic place in
this icon of our Christian faith?

Use modern methods,
technology and materials to
restore Notre Dame.

It brings to mind our own
icon, the Palace of
Westminster, which badly
needs restoration. I have
spent many years working in

this building and can say it
needs not renewal but
destruction. It is pest ridden, a
fire hazard with old  worn
wiring and completely
unsuitable for our modern
age.

Why have an adversarial
Commons where government
and opposition face each
other over a two-point
distance sword length, the
reason for the design. Our
MPs no longer carry
swords...although with the
Brexit controversy I am sure
that some of them would love
to engage in swordplay with
opponents.

The current Houses of
Parliament was built when the
original Houses were burnt
down in the 19th century. My
own view, and it may be
controversial, is that the
present Victorian building  has
long passed its sell-by date. It

is, in my view, a piece of
Victorian tat and well deserves
demolition.

Our MPs deserve a much
better place to working,
perhaps following the
examples of the Welsh
Assembly and the Scottish
Parliament where there is a
half circle layout with
members having individual
desks with modern computer
facilities.

There are only two places
worth conserving when
rebuilding Parliament. One
looks at the magnificent Great
Hallwith pride, built in the
12thcentury and the chapel St
Marys Undercroft, visited by a
delegation from or
Archdiocese two years ago.

As with Notre Dame, rebuild
the Palace of Westminster
with modern materials for the
21st century.

James Campbell
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Wanted for the
Missions

Large Statues (Even damaged
ones), old vestments, pictures,
church fittings, rosaries, prayer
books, religious books, relics etc.

Please ring 
Mr. B. Ferris KSC, 

102 Moor St, Earlsdon, 
Coventry CV5 6EY
Tel: 02476 676986

  

 

 
  

   
    

    
        

       
     

   

  

   
   
   

    

  
    

    
  

  

     
   

  
  

 
 

   
   
 

     
  

       
   

H. TOVEY • J. TOVEY
J. CORTEN • R. DALE

K. FOSTER • D. O’CONNELL

01633 266848
Newport Funeral Home,

9/11 Cardiff Road, Newport
(opposite Royal Gwent Hospital)

www.toveybros.co.uk

A trusted family business serving 
local families and the community in

South East Wales for six generations
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Support for
refugees
Maris Lyons from Welsh National Opera reflects on her work
with the Archdiocese of Cardiff in advance of the ‘Refugees
Welcome’ event on Friday 7th June:
It’s been wonderful meeting and working with Sister Ruth O’Neill

on the ‘Refugees Welcome Event’ that I am producing as part of
WNO’s Freedom Season. We are grateful to have Sister Ruth’s
voice on the panel for this event, as her work with the refugee
community at Space4U is inspirational, offering support to the
many asylum seekers and refugees in need in our local
communities.
One of the operas we are presenting as part of the season,

Dead Man Walking, may also be of particular interest to the Roman
Catholic community of Wales. This opera is based on the book by
Sister Helen Prejean and follows the true story of how she offered
counselling to a convicted killer on death row, and later to his
victims’ families. You may already know the story from the film
version, which starred Susan Sarandon.
Prisoners, and those, typically mothers, lovers, individuals and

organisations, who care for and fight for them, are ever present in
this short season. Working on this project has reminded me that
one of opera’s most important roles is as the expression of a
national conscience on stage. Opera has time and again given
powerful musical expression to the oppressed. These stories are
also more topical than ever and show how opera is as relevant to
society today as when the pieces were written.
Are we a truly humane society, and are we doing all we can to

demonstrate our universal compassion? This is an emotional
question which music poses, and demands an answer. With this
season, we explore the many faces of amnesty and why we should
evoke change.
We are delighted that the Archdiocese of Cardiff have done so

much to support this season of performances and we look forward
to welcoming everyone at these events!

Maris Lyons

A plea to help in 
organ donation
By the Rev Carolyn Castle

We would like to invite you to join us as we
learn about important issues surrounding
organ donation in Wales.
The “In Giving we Receive” Day Conference

is being held to inform and raise awareness of

current issues surrounding organ
donation for the NHS and Welsh
Government perspectives.
As chaplains we notice an

increase in being called out to
support families, alongside the
Specialist Nurses for Organ
Donation (SNOD). It is highly
probable as things progress that
you may be too. Ministers of
Religion, Faith Leaders and their
pastoral teams may be asked to
support members of their
congregations or their
communities who are having to
face making decisions for their
loved ones about organ donation.
Preparation for this lies at the

heart of our aims for the day.
Our hope is that all who attend

will be able to reflect on the
information presented in a safe
environment; wrestle with and
discuss both personal and
denominational theology, in order
to be better prepared should a
situation arise where you are
called upon to give pastoral
support to families in your
community.
As part of the day we will hear

from three different people whose
lives were turned upside down
when spouses were thrust into the

arena of organ donation, and from
a number of Health Care
Professionals in the field; SNOD
(either Gail/Steve/Charlotte):
Organ Donation ‘The Journey’
Fiona Rogers: Wales Health and
Spirituality Angie Ditchfield: Organ
Donation in BAME Communities
Mike Stephens: Transplant
Surgeon/ Welsh Government
(WTAG)
Please join us if you can, and

also circulate the invitation widely
amongst your colleagues.

With my thanks and kind
regards,
Carolyn

Please let us know you’re coming,
by 21stMay, with your preferred
contact details so that we can
send you any further information
before the day, this will also help
with refreshment provision.
Revd Carolyn Castle / Parchg

Carolyn Castle Lead Chaplain /
Uwch Gaplan Chaplaincy and
Spiritual Care Department / Yr
Adran Caplaniaeth ac Gofal
Ysbrydol Cwm Taf Morgannwg
University Health Board / Bwrdd
Iechyd Prifysgol Cwm Taf
Morgannwg 01685 728427

Refugees Welcome discussion will take place
at 7pm on Wed 5 June at the Temple for
Peace in Cardiff.
Dead Man Walking will be staged at Wales
Millennium Centre on Fri 7 June at 7.30pm.
See here for further information on the season
or pick up a brochure at your local parish.
https://wno.org.uk/freedom

Church and
Mosques Come
Together
Church and Mosques
come together to Welcome
and Support a Family from
the Syrian Crisis
Church and Mosques come together to
Welcome and Support a Family from the
Syrian Crisis
For eighteen months St Peter’s church in

Roath and the Dar Ul Isra and Al Manar
mosques in Cathays have been working
together. Their joint work has been to apply to
the Home Office to bring a family in Cardiff
from the Syrian crisis, under the Government’s
Community Sponsorship Scheme. The faith
communities have worked closely with Citizens
Cymru, who is the Lead Sponsor.
At Christmas they heard that their application

had been approved and the pace of
preparation has increased in the weeks since.
A house has been identified and plans are

well under way to fit it out ready for it to
become a home. There are a significant
number of individual pieces of work to
accomplish ahead of the family’s arrival,
including identifying suitable schools, banking
services, internet access, medical and dental
services.
At 6.30pm on Friday 26th April the two

communities came together at St Peter’s
Community Hall on Bedford St., Roath to raise
further funds to support this work.
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The Caring Funeral Service
Award Winning Independent Funeral Homes

Award Winning, 
Independent 

Funeral Arrangers

Privileged to have
served the Catholic

community since 1989

• Private Rest Rooms
• 24HR Call-Out Service
• 5* Client Reviews
• Caring, Dignified, Personal & Professional 

Service
• Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

Caerphilly Funeral Services
Parc Avenue Funeral Home
Crossways, CAERPHILLY
CF83 3AZ
(02920) 862100
caerphillyfuneralservices.com

Church Village Funeral Services
Cardigan Close Precinct
Tonteg, PONTYPRIDD
CF38 1LD
(01443) 203966
churchvillagefuneralservices.co.uk

The Belmont Abbey concert
on 11 April performed by
students from St Mary’s
School in Hereford was a
great success. In front of a
large and appreciative
audience, the performance
was an opportunity for the
young people to share their
skills in the abbey church.
The students really enjoyed

the whole experience of
performing at Belmont Abbey
for the first time, and Abbot
Paul Stonham and the other
monks who attended were
also thrilled by the level of
talent on show from such
young musicians.
Abbot Paul said: “We had

such a wonderful time, and at
the end of the evening over
£500 was raised for CAFOD.
We would love to have the
students back next year to
perform again”.
May Procession at Belmont
Abbey
The ever-popular Torchlight
Procession will take place at
Belmont Abbey on the
evening of Wednesday 15
May. 

This will be the 34th
occasion on which pilgrims
will come from across the
region to participate in a
remarkable show of devotion
to the Blessed Virgin Mary. It
is expected that hundreds of
people will travel to join Abbot
Paul Stonham and the

Belmont community, and all
are welcome to attend. 
The procession will begin at

9pm, and culminate in Our
Lady’s statue being showered
with rose petals from the
abbey tower. For further
details, please contact Brother
Bernard, tel 01432 374735.

St Mary’s students 
concert is great success

Government pressed to address persecution
of Christians and promote freedom of religion
Christian leaders have called on
Government to protect
Christians facing persecution
and to promote freedom of
religion and belief more widely.
In a joint Catholic and Church of

England response to the
Government-commissioned
independent review of Foreign and
Commonwealth Office support for
persecuted Christians, Cardinal
Vincent Nichols, Archbishop of
Westminster, and Archbishop
Justin Welby, Archbishop of
Canterbury, argued that
Government should promote
freedom of religion and belief as a
fundamental human right. They
also called on Government to take
a joined-up approach to Freedom
of Religion and Belief in foreign,
aid, security, trade, resettlement
and asylum policy, rather than
treating it as an isolated diplomatic
activity.
The independent review was

launched by Foreign Secretary
Jeremy Hunt earlier this year and is
being led by Bishop Philip
Mountstephen, Bishop of Truro.
Cardinal Nichols and Archbishop

Welby said in a joint letter to

accompany the submission:
“Christians form an important part

of the social fabric in almost every
country of the world. Yet in many
places, our Christian sisters and
brothers face persecution of an
intensity and extent unprecedented
in many centuries.
“This Submission is shaped by

their voices and by our
commitment to make them heard.
“We must remember, too, that

these threats to freedom of religion
or belief are not restricted to
Christians alone. Rather, it is a
widespread experience of the
followers of other faiths. Many are
deprived of this basic expression of
their human dignity. Similar threats
are also faced by atheists and
agnostics who seek to uphold
crucial decisions of conscience.
“We ask Her Majesty’s

Government to take note of the
practical recommendations offered
by our Churches in this Submission
and to take meaningful action not
only in protecting Christians facing
persecution but also in promoting
freedom of religion and belief more
widely.”
The call was echoed by

Archbishop Bashar Warda,
Chaldean Catholic Archbishop
of Erbil, Kurdistan Iraq, where
Christians were chased from
their homes in 2014 as ISIS
took hold in Northern Iraq.
Archbishop Warda said: “The

UK government has taken the
first courageous step to have
the global review into Christian
persecution. The next
courageous step is to come
and listen to those who suffer
and witness the persecution,
the destruction, the
displacement and the
frightening figures of
persecuted flight. The Church

in England & Wales is a great
support to us here in Iraq since
the coming of ISIS in 2014.
Cardinal Nichols made a great
impact when he came here in
2015 to see and experience
our situation at first hand.”
Nigeria has also seen

significant violence and
persecution against people on
account of their religious belief.
Archbishop Augustine

Akubeze, Archbishop of Benin
City in Nigeria said:
“Against the backdrop of the

violence and bloodshed that
characterized the last
elections, we are pained that

the culture of death is
becoming embedded into our
daily lives. This persistent
devaluation of human life and
property poses an existential
threat to our personal survival
and that of our nation. How
can government continue to
appear helpless in the face of
such shameful tragedy? We
strongly appeal to the
President, in collaboration with
the Governors of Kaduna State
and other affected States to
seriously take steps to arrest
this drift before total anarchy
and mayhem consume the
entire nation.”
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