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On 15 June the Welsh Government
issued guidance with regard to
funerals taking place in a

crematorium, place of worship or a
cemetery indicating that attendance
should be restricted to members of the
closest family and friends and only if they
have been invited.

The implication of this is that Funeral
Services of the Liturgy of the Word - but no
Requiem Mass - may take place in our
churches with the necessary health and
Safety precautions observed.

On 22 June places of worship were allowed
to be opened for private prayer of individuals
and members of the same family, once again
under the same restrictions as above. It has
taken a week or more for a number of our
churches to be prepared with signage, social
distancing measures and sanitation and
volunteers in place.

I am extremely grateful to all who have
made strenuous efforts to accomplish this.
Churches open, even if only for a few hours
each day, are a great sign of home and
encouragement. There will be some churches
which are unable to fulfil these requirements
and will have to remain closed for the
foreseeable future.

On 2 July the Welsh Government Task Force
issued guidance for marriages to take place in
public buildings and places of worship subject
to the same conditions as above and with the
necessary civil authorisation.

Although authorisation for public worship
(the celebration of Mass and other devotions)
has not yet been given by Welsh Government,
these three steps are important milestones in
our journey towards the new normality which
we hope for when this crisis has passed. I am
grateful for those churches which have taken
the measures needed to ensure the risks of
virus transmission are minimised in their
opening. These measures include effective
hand sanitation, social distancing, signage
and deep cleansing. All of these remain a
public duty.

I wish to thank everybody in the Diocese for
sustaining the life of faith in so many creative
ways during these difficult months. Our priests
for celebrating Mass faithfully and for the

innovative ways in which they have enabled
participation through live streaming and other
ways. 

Funerals and the care of the bereaved have
been a special duty and privilege on the part
of the clergy, bringing their own extra
pressures with all the restritions imposed.

There have also been numerous examples
of pastoral care shown by priests, religious
and laity for those for whom lockdown has
been a time of isolation and vulnerability. To
those who have been involved in “works of
charity” from simply befriending and
supporting neighbours to the major
distribution of food and other necessities, a
special word of thanks.

Many families and individuals have been
helped by the distribution of Food Vouchers
which the Diocese has been able to access
through a number of charities and Trusts. 

A special word must go to our hospital

EMERGING FROM LOCKDOWN
– A MESSAGE FROM ARCHBISHOP GEORGE STACK

chaplains. They have played a vital
role, together with their colleagues
in the NHS, supporting the sick,
the dying and the bereaved.

So, although we “wait in joyful
hope” for the time when we can
come together once more for
Mass, we give thanks for the
important steps of the phased re-

opening of churches for private
prayer, and for the provisions for
the celebration of funerals and
weddings in church. 
In the meantime, we continue

our dialogue with the Welsh
Government through the Faiths
Forum and Task and Finish
Group.

Archbishop George: “I wish to thank
everybody in the Diocese for sustaining
the life of faith in so many creative ways
during these difficult months”.
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Let Biblical Inspiration Fire Your Imagination!
GOD IS IN THIS WITH
YOU!

Perhaps, riding out the
storm of the coronavirus
pandemic, you are in
lockdown alone. Conversely,
you may be cloistered with
a family of boisterous
children. Or, you could be
somewhere, anywhere,
between the two. Whatever
your home setup please
remember that God is with
you and let that steady your
nerve. No matter what
happens. Because whatever
you experience, even the
worst thing imaginable, the
risen Christ will help you

through it all. He has
promised this. You may find
the meditation below will
allow you to feel the comfort
of His presence.

1. Read Psalm 46:1-3
2. Sit up straight and close
your eyes. Breathe in deeply
through the nose. Hold a
few seconds. Breathe out
through the mouth and as
you do so feel the whole of
your body relax.
3. Now meditate for a few
moments on the truth of the
Holy Spirit dwelling within
you. Feel deeply
strengthened by the
knowledge that no matter

what you are called upon to
endure His love is
constantly surrounding you.
4. Now say this prayer – or
one of your own – ‘Dear
Lord Jesus, I believe that
You are with me always.
Please will You remind me
of this fact whenever I feel
scared or bewildered as I
see this global crisis
unfolding. I ask this through
the same Christ our Lord.
Amen’
5. When you are ready
breathe in and out deeply
as before. Then open your
eyes and have a big stretch.

Praying the above helps you

to feel the empowerment
brought about by the
awareness of Christ’s
company.
God bless
Teresa

For more on the above topic
please see Teresa’s blog:
http://teresaodriscoll.blogsp
ot.co.uk/
Teresa O’Driscoll 
is the author
of 9 Days to
Heaven,
How to
make
everlasting
meaning of
your life

3 minute reading and meditation with
Teresa O’Driscoll
Email: teresa@teresaodriscoll.co.uk

You will need a
bible, a chair,
and few
minutes alone
‘God is both
refuge and
strength for us,
a help always
ready in time of
trouble; so we
shall not be
afraid though
the earth be in
turmoil.’
Psalm 46:1-2

Dear Parishioners
You have asked us how you can continue giving to your
parish during the pandemic. Parishes and charities still
greatly need your support, even more so without their
weekly congregations and visitors.
We do though recognise that many parishioners may be
facing uncertain futures, and there is no expectation to
give where you are unable to do so.
We ask please that you do not post donations through
presbytery doors as this potentially places you and
others at risk. There are two options which will enable
you to donate and keep both yourself and our priests
safe.
Giving by standing order
Traditionally offertory was given in coins and notes as
this is how we were paid, often on a weekly basis. Now
most of our income is held in bank accounts, standing
orders are the easiest option for your regular giving –
and you will no longer need to worry about having the
right cash on a weekly basis, when we’re back in our
parish churches.
Regular giving is the financial bedrock of your parish. It
also minimises risk and costs the parish less to manage,
so your money goes further.
If you would like to know more about setting up a

standing order please contact your parish priest. You
can find contact details for all churches and parish
priests by following this link:
Contact your parish to set up a standing order
If sending and email, please add the phrase “Setting up
a standing order” in the subject box.
Single donations
Although regular donations give your parish the best
stability, single donations do of course also contribute to
the financial health of the Archdiocese. Supporting your
Archdiocese allows us to give support to where the
need is greatest and can have the biggest impact.
General gifts of this type are especially useful at times
of crisis so that we can support those parishes and
programmes that are facing increased demand or
particular financial hardship.
Thank you to everyone who have continued to donate to
your parish and other agencies of faith at this time.
Thank you for your ongoing support to our diocesan
family. We pray that you keep well, your faith remains
strong and we look forward to when our churches can
reopen and Mass can once again be celebrated
together in person.

David Evans,
Diocesan Treasurer

Church funding during the pandemic

Feast of the Dedication of St David’s Cathedral Cardiff
On May 23rd the Diocese celebrated the
anniversary of the Dedication of our
cathedral church of St. David, Cardiff.
Archbishop George Stack reflects upon the
significance of the celebration as we are
locked away from our churches:
It might seem strange to be celebrating the

dedication of St. David’s Cathedral when the
church is locked. But these anniversaries are
important because they give us an opportunity
to give thanks for the past, for those who made
this building possible and for those whose lives
have been shaped within these walls. It gives
us an opportunity to look to the future with
hope and courage. And to live in the present
with faith, facing all the challenges brought
about by the corona virus pandemic. I am
inspired by the words of St. Francis de Sales
(1567-1622) when he wrote:
“Anxiety is the greatest evil that can befall a

soul, except sin. God commands you pray, but
forbids you to worry”.
The bishops of England and Wales are

working with the governments of each country
in preparation for the phased re-opening of
churches. This will not be without its problems,
not least in that churches are unlike parks,
garden centres and supermarkets where
people can be spaced out in the open air and
in large spaces otherwise known as Temples of
Consumerism (with apologies to Tesco’s!).

Worshipping in churches, and the whole meaning of
communion, is that we are together as one body, the Body
of Christ in this place, through our common faith and
baptism. But we shall have to have some measure of
social distancing even though it is an alien concept.
Today’s reading from the Old Testament Book of

Nehemiah showed the Jewish people ‘locked out’ of their
Temple. In fact it had been destroyed by King
Nebuchanezzar II in 587BC, and the people of Israel taken
into a second exile. “By the rivers of Babylon, we hung up
our harps. And there we wept as we remembered Zion”
(Psalm 91). But today we hear that the exile is over. A new
Temple has been built. The doors are open for worship.
The people are gathered in celebration. The prophet
Nehemiah describes the liturgy, the reading of the Law
(the Covenant) by the priest Ezra. And the people wept.
“Do not weep” said Nehemiah. “This day in sacred to the

Lord. Do not be mournful”. For the people were all in tears
as they listened to the words of the Law. I imagine some
wept with joy at what they were seeing – the building and
the opening of the new Temple. Others,I am sure, were
weeping with sadness at what they had lost and what they
suffered for their unfaithfulness. And I imagine the tears of
joy and those of sadness were undistinguishable. Not

unlike many of our experiences today.
The late Cardinal Basil Hume often used to say churches

are not just places in which we worship God but with
which we worship God. That is why we fill them with signs
and symbols, candles, holy water, oil, incense, statues,
Stations of the Cross, and so much else. All of these raise
our minds and hearts to God. But the greatest sign and
symbol and the ultimate sacrament is, of course, the bread
and wine which is changed into the body and blood of
Jesus himself. We receive Him in Holy
Communion,certainly. But we are also received by Him into
Holy Communion, received into the very life of God himself.
Jesus said “Believe me, woman, the hour is coming

when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain
nor in Jerusalem …. God is spirit and those who worship
him must worship in spirit and in truth” (John 4:21). One of
the loveliest descriptions of each one of us is that we are a
Temple of the Holy Spirit. The worship we offer God
consists of the whole of our person, the whole of our life.
Even though we are separated from each other at this
painful time, yet we are not apart united as we are in faith
and baptism. The celebration of this anniversary Mass for
the intentions and well being of the whole diocese is for
your well being and mine also.
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Editorial
Our wonderful
priests
Like many of you I do miss the Mass and
being with my fellow parishioners in church
to hear the readings and the homily from
our priests?
Also, the great and fundamental loss of
receiving the Host from our priest’s hands, the
highlight on my week as a Catholic.
Again, the lack of confession, although it is
now “reconcilliation” but I do feel guilty at not
confessing my sins before my priest.
How do you think our priests feel about this?
They are comforting us in other ways. New
technology allows me, and many of you, to
join the Mass. through the internet. What a
blessing this is!
I have following the Mass broadcasst from St
Mary of the Angels in Cardiff, which is the
church nearest my home.. It is a real comfort
to hear Canon Peter and Father Nicholas
talking to me and others and giving us spiritual
comfort in our isolation.
Many of our wonderful priests are doing the
same through the internet to their own flocks
throughout the diocese.
As Archbishop George says on his page 1
article: “I wish to thank everybody in the
diocese for sustaining the life of faith in so
many ways during the difficult months.”
Wonderful words. Wonderful priests!

Dr James Campbell
Editor

Catholic People

  

 

 
  

   
    

    
        

       
     

   

  

   
   
   

    

  
    

    
  

  

     
   

  
  

 
 

   
   
 

     
  

       
   

H. TOVEY • J. TOVEY
J. CORTEN • R. DALE

K. FOSTER • D. O’CONNELL

01633 266848
Newport Funeral Home,

9/11 Cardiff Road, Newport
(opposite Royal Gwent Hospital)

www.toveybros.co.uk

A trusted family business serving 
local families and the community in

South East Wales for six generations
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Strange Times: Difficult Times:
Times of Hope and Faith
A reflection from Canon William Isaac, Catholic Parish of St Teilo’s with Our Lady of Lourdes
These are strange times because I say Mass in an
almost empty Church, it is just me and the Lord!! It
seems very strange! However, I know that people are
praying the Mass with me! Even when the webcam
fails, I am still offering the Mass and it is still reaching
you spiritually.
The wonder and the beauty of the Mass reaches

through to all of us even in these difficult times. I was
humbled to read a message sent anonymously via the
parish donation site: “The streamed services are
remarkable, God bless and thank you, you have restored
my faith. With my prayers.” Restoring and strengthening
the faith of all is what I, as a priest, am called to do at this
time.

We are not alone
Some people, at this time, feel alone and afraid; for some
it is difficult to believe; for some there are questions and
tears, but the root of our faith and my personal belief is
that we are NOT alone. The Lord is with us.
At Benediction every evening, I have been trying to bring

before the Lord all the sick and also all doctors, nurses,
carers, social workers and all the many people who assist
in our daily lives.
So many we take for granted: Post Office workers, shop

assistants and drivers who bring food to the shops. In our
Masses and prayers, we give thanks for all of you who
make such a valuable contribution to life.

We will be stronger
We will overcome this pandemic and I hope and believe
that we will be a stronger, more faithful people as a result.
Knowing what it is to not receive the Lord will inspire us to
a deeper devotion to Him, when we can return to his
churches.
As Catholics, let us give thanks for the great gift of our

faith and continue to pray that this gift may grow in us and
be shared with others, in all we do, say and pray.
Canon Isaac

Locked down - Locked in!
Recently, it was with much amusement that I discovered
that I had locked the Polish chaplain, Fr. Michał
Oszczudłowski, inside St. Teilo’s. He was saying Mass
immediately after the English language parish mass. At
the offertory he discovered he had left the chalice in the
sacristy.

Trying to get out of the Church he found the door
locked! What was he to do? He appealed on the web-
camera for the Polish parishioners watching to ring Canon
Isaac in the presbytery so I could get him out! Several
calls were received at the presbytery and soon I came to
the rescue with keys in hand! All was restored to normality.

Through the window
During the first week of the lockdown it was so sad to see
people, who did not know that churches were closed,
come to the glass doors of the Church, and pushing the
doors to try and get in. It was the first time in my priestly
life I saw parishioners knocking on the door for
admittance.
One of our youngest parishioners wrote to me by post

to ask if I was okay and included a drawing of me – or of
someone like me with more hair, and somewhat more
handsome. This is, for me, one of the good things which
have come out of the lockdown.

Canon Isaac saying
Mass in an empty

church but through in-
ternet technology he is

reaching out to his flock

A young member of Canon Isaac’s parish asked if he was
OK and sent a drawing of him. A wonderful thought!
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The Senedd will remove our Cat        
On 5 May 2020 the Senedd Cymru published the
consultation document “Curriculum for Wales:
Religion, Values and Ethics”.
The adoption of such proposals would fundamentally

remove freedoms long held by Catholic parents in the
choices they make for their own child's schooling and
the ways in which Catholic schools teach religious
education.

Diversity is promoted in faith schools

The proposed change from "Religious Education" to
"Religion, Values and Ethics (RVE)" is not merely
stylistic but a substantive change. The longstanding
pluralism we enjoy in religious faith, cultural diversity,
philosophical convictions and world views are not under
threat in Wales today. Were social cohesion threatened
by sectarianism in Wales the rationale for these
proposed changes would be reasonable.
There is no such threat. Diversity is promoted and

celebrated in Catholic and other faith schools as
acknowledged by the Senedd Cymru “…both as a
result of their historical role, and as present day partners
in contributing to a more diverse school system, in the
greater opportunities for parental choice and learner
engagement” (Faith in the Education). The Senedd
Cymru's proposed changes are an unwelcome over-
reach. Individual rights are protected within the meaning
of Article 9 of the European Convention on Human
Rights. The proposed change is un-necessary.

Rich and diverse communities

Catholic schools are rich and diverse communities
centred on the person of Jesus Christ. Religious
Education for Catholics is not merely a subject to be
studied.
Catholic schools invite the individual into a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ that is lived within a multi-
generational and socially diverse community whose
characteristics are identifiable and protected in Law. For

Catholics, faith in Jesus Christ is the core of their lives
and the reason for their historical vibrancy and abiding
commitment to Catholic schools.

A deep commitment

Education in Wales has been enriched by the
commitment of the Catholic Church. Catholic schools
have nurtured in pupils not only a knowledge of God
but also a deep commitment to social justice and social
welfare as evident in the contribution of prominent
Catholics in all political parties over the last century.

Parents have the right of choice

The right of adults to make choices over their own
autonomy and well-being must logically extend to
parents to make choices as to what is best for their own
children. Within this right to choose is the right of
parents to educate their own children; for Catholic
parents this means the right to choose a syllabus that is
consistent with Catholic Teaching and taught in Catholic
schools.

The European Convention on Human Rights was
cited by the Senedd Cymru in its publication "Faith in
Education". Respect for the choices of parents was
endorsed by the Welsh Assembly Government. It
claimed "... to respect the right of parents to ensure
education and teaching in conformity with their own
religious and philosophical convictions” (cit. Art 2, Prot.1.
European Convention on Human Rights). The Senedd
Cymru's proposals disregards the claims of "Faith in
Education" and Human Rights legislation. The proposed
changes would be open to appeal.

An unreasonable burden on Catholic schools

Were the Senedd Cymru’s consultation document
“Curriculum for Wales: Religion, Values and Ethics" to
be introduced in Wales it would place an un-reasonable
burden upon Catholic schools by requiring them to
duplicate RE syllabus choices. The existing Catholic RE
syllabus teaches and celebrates inclusivity and diversity
in Wales. The Senedd Cymru's proposal would
disadvantage children in Catholic schools as the
duplicating of RE syllabus choices requires disruption to

Faith perseveres over health and safety in this corona crisis
By Canon John Kelly

Last autumn rooves and committees
combined: leaks in the church meant
happy hours with the Finance and
Building Committee trying to get a
view of the great air-craft hanger of
the church roof to the side where the
ground falls away.
Even with a ladder, we could hardly

see over the low pitch, and climbing on
to it would only break more of the large
60-year-old concrete tiles – not that
health and safety would allow it. Should
we get a cherry-picker? – wouldn’t
extend far enough; a drone maybe? A
Consultant would want proper scaffold
access.
Thank goodness Christmas came to

distract us. And then that terrible
weather, endless rain, and the winds

An emergency response

On Sunday 9th February, not long after
the Church has been full of families
celebrating in a ‘School Mass’, the wind
blew two large holes in the roof:
concrete tiles scattered over the roof and

roadway, and the felting billowing out like
a sail.
The next morning I rang the Diocesan

Finance office, the Diocesan insurers
who told me to get the hole covered,
and Len, who had been up a few weeks
before to replace some lead
‘investigated’ by naughty boys rescuing
a football from the flat roof. Then I
blocked off the roadway round the
church.
On Tuesday Len’s roofers came, but

soon came off the roof saying the wind
was too dangerous, and the damage too
extensive to do anything temporary,
especially with continuing gusts and
another storm due at the end of the
week. They took photos to show the
insurers, and a scaffolder came to
measure up. In the church I removed the
keyboard, electrical equipment, and
benches from beneath the hole, and
cordoned off that side of the church.

The crisis at Mass

On Wednesday the loss-adjuster came,
a pleasant local man. He told us,
vaguely, to get on with it.

On Thursday skips appeared, scaffold
was thrown up round that side of the
church, and before the scaffolders
finished on Friday, the roofers were up
clearing the debris, throwing broken tiles
into a skip like kids skimming stones,
and beginning to replace the felting.
On the weekend we celebrated Mass

with traffic jams as half the carpark was
cut off, water streaming down one wall
and the carpets soaked, the musicians
and choir squeezed into a corner, and
lots of parishioners having to move to
new pews and meet new people.
Nothing will stop us praying together (we
thought).
The next ten day the roofers worked

through rain and wind to strip the whole
roof, replace the felting, and re-roof it: a
dozen lads from Ebbw Vale who worked
through wind and rain, laughing, joking,
slinging and catching tiles from one to
another like a chain gang. Cruelly, the
morning they finished, the wind dropped,
the rain stopped, and the sun came out
as I watched them lay the last ridge tiles.
A week later the scaffold was gone,

Len had sent his painters to repaint the
rain-damaged ceiling (and invisibly

mend the hole where a tile had been
dropped), and the insurers promised to
pay up (and they did). Apart from some
damp carpet tiles, we were back as if
nothing had happened, and ready for an
uninterrupted Lent.

When the lockdown came.

Weekday Mass without a congregation
is more than odd, it is hard. It is more
than missing other voices to support the
prayer, Thomas to prepare the altar,
Louisa to change the liturgical colours: it
feels like part of the Body has been
amputated. And yet the faces of
Parishioner keep popping up in the
bench where they should be, asking to
be included in the prayer they are
missing.
And no first Communion children, no

Confirmandi. No Baptisms or weddings.
And these awful funerals with no
requiem, hurried prayers by the
graveside, and only a few mourners.
Then Sundays: Unsure of the rules, on

the first Sunday Alun set up a webcam
posted via u-tube, and Debbie and
Simon were recruited to read the
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     t holic freedoms for our children 
the life of the school as a whole learning community.
There is also an implicit criticism of the Catholic
Church’s commitment to the "Common Good" by
imposing a syllabus in Catholic schools in Wales.

Division and suspicion

The Senedd Cymru's proposal introduces division and
suspicion rather than its claimed purpose which is to
build harmony in Wales. Furthermore the Minister for
Education in determining that there should not be
provision for a parental right to withdraw pupils from
RVE and RSE (sex education), with the introduction of
the new curriculum obstructs parental choice and
violates their freedom of conscience.
Restricting people's freedom of choice when that

freedom has posed no threat to society itself, raises
grave concerns about the accountability of those
holding public office. Good government supports our
freedom. We the people vote for politicians to represent
us not to remove our right to make free choices in
accordance with our own conscience.

We challenge these proposals

The Welsh Catholic community challenges the
Senedd's proposals as their introduction would obstruct
the rights of parents over the education of their own
children and the right of Catholics to live their faith
without violation of conscience and interference from
the State. The timing of the consultation is problematic
being concluded by 28 July 2020. This consultation and
possible implementation is being held at a time of great
confusion on account of Corvid 19. The issues facing
parents, governors and teachers in “getting pupils back
to school” are surely challenging enough without the
additional burdens being imposed by these proposed
measures.
The Welsh Government's proposed changes are

untimely, unwelcome and un-necessary.
RVEConsultation@gov.wales

         
Scripture. But the sound was poor, and the live stream juddery and
continually cutting out.
By the next Sunday it was clear that no one but the priest should

be in the church. With remote instruction from Alun, I managed to
set up my phone and celebrate a facebook Mass. Better quality
transmission and sound, but the singing left much to be desired.
So Brett started organising the singers and musicians. By the

time we got to Holy Week, we had psalms, hymns, and Mass parts
recorded onto the laptop, and all I had to do was press the button
at the right time.

Christ is risen..despite the problems!

The Vigil, hard and strange enough without congregation, fire,
Baptism, or Tom the MC to keep me on cue, was a disaster – after
the Gloria I forgot the New Testament reading; the sermon was
mumbled because instead of preparing I had been busy painting
Saint Helen’s paschal candle and fetching Saint Peter’s from
Bargoed; and after the offertory I had to go back for the Renewal of
Baptismal Vows which had been forgotten. And yet Christ is risen,
Alleluia!
Live-streaming helps – many parishioners testify to that and are

most generous in their appreciation – but it is not enough. Luigi
tells me he is sure he won’t get his appetite back properly or start
putting back the weight he lost while ill until he has the Bread of
Life. For all the endless phoning, facebook, WhatsApp, and
zooming, we are not the Church assembled, the Body of Christ
celebrating and sharing the Body of Christ, to become the Body of
Christ sent out to bring new life to our community.
But fewer committees! Will the roof fall in? How will our churches

survive all this?
And the Church?
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Statement on recent flooding in Wales 
The year 2020 will be long remembered by us all.
As we struggle with the Covid-19 pandemic, we
have come to realise not just the fragility of the
human condition but also the fine balance in
ecology to keep life safe and creation cared for. 

Before the outbreak of Covid-19, the people of Wales
had already suffered devastating flash flooding which
damaged homes and property. Just as these have
been repaired, torrential rain and flooding has hit us
again.

The floods have devastated some communities
within the Dioceses of Cardiff and Menevia. Our
thoughts and prayers go to the people of Rhondda
Cynon Taff and the city of Swansea at this time. Lives
and livelihoods have been affected by the double
tragedies of the virus and the flooding.

Five years ago, Pope Francis wrote an encyclical on
the care of our common home. ‘Laudato Si’ was an
appeal to all people to address the environmental
issues face by our planet. He called on governments,
businesses, churches and every individual to renew
our stewardship of creation. Only such action will halt
the unprecedented disasters we are experiencing
throughout the world.

He went on to say: “The continued acceleration of
changes affecting humanity and the planet is coupled
today with a more intensified pace of life and work
which might be called ‘rapidication’”. These last three
months of lockdown have given us an opportunity to
slow down and an invitation to reflect on our
relationship with one another and with nature itself. In
addition to the outstanding works of charity and care
for others, nature too seems to have re-created itself.
Pollution has been reduced and the birds and animals
have taken their place in our peaceful streets and
countryside.

I hope and pray we do not rush back to
‘rapidifcation’. In that hope and prayer may we all
commit ourselves to care for and support those
affected by Covid-19 and the flooding which has
caused its own suffering.

+George Stack
Archbishop of Cardiff

New Canon for Cardiff!
On Wednesday 17th June
2020, Archbishop George
Stack named Fr David
Hayman a member of the
Cathedral Chapter in
recognition of his service to
the diocese.

The appointment also
coincides with Canon
Hayman’s impending Silver
Jubilee of Ordination to the
priesthood.

Canon Hayman currently
serves as parish priest of
Pontypool & Blaenavon, and is
also the Chancellor of the
Archdiocese and Secretary to
the National Tribunal for Wales.

Ad multos annos Canon
David.

Pope Francis acts on the pandemic
Pope Francis, continuing his many gestures of closeness in recent times amid the
Covid-19 crisis, has donated 25,000 Euros to the World Food Programme (WFP).

Announcing the Pope’s donation on Friday, the Dicastery for the Promotion of Integral
Human Development said in a statement that it is “an immediate expression of the Holy
Father’s closeness” to people affected by the pandemic and those “engaged in
essential services in favour of the poor.”

The Holy Father made this donation through the Dicastery in collaboration with the
Holy See’s Permanent Representative to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO),
the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) and the World Food
Programme (WFP).

The recent donation is also “a paternal gesture of encouragement” to the WFP and to
other countries that provide support for integral development which “combat social
instability, food insecurity, growing unemployment and the collapse of the economic
systems of vulnerable nations.”

Pope Francis has continually lent his support to the fight against Covid-19. He recently
donated 35 ventilators to support countries hard-hit by the crisis, especially those with
poor health systems. Other monetary donations he has made specifically during the
covid-19 crisis amount to almost 2 million Euros.
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Pope to priests of Rome: Promote
new life Jesus wants to give us
In a letter addressed to the priests of the Diocese of Rome, Pope Francis looks forward to the next phase
of efforts to respond to the new situation brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic.

By Vatican News

Pope Francis has written a letter to the priests
of the Diocese of Rome, saying he wants “to
draw near to them, to accompany, share, and
confirm” their journey in providing a pastoral
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. “The new
phase we are beginning”, he writes, “asks us
for wisdom, foresight, and common
commitment, so that all the efforts and
sacrifices made so far will not be in vain”.

Severe restictions

The Holy Father said he had hoped to meet
with Rome’s priest at the Chrism Mass, which
normally takes place each year on Holy
Thursday. Due to the coronavirus emergency,
however, this year’s Chrism Mass has been
postponed. “Since a celebration of a diocesan
character is not possible, Pope Francis explains
to the diocesan clergy, “I am writing this letter
to you”.
As Bishop of Rome, the Pope says he has

been “encouraged” by exchanges with priests,
who have shared with him their own witness,
as well as their concerns and needs.
Along with the rest of Italy, Rome has been

under severe restrictions because of the
coronavirus crisis. Italy has been particularly
hard hit by the disease, with more than
230,000 diagnosed cases, and over 33,000
deaths attributed to COVID-19.
In his letter, Pope Francis looks to the first

apostolic community, which gathered in the
Upper Room after the first Easter. Although the
doors to the room were closed because the
disciples were afraid, the Risen Christ appeared
to them, offering them peace and sending
them forth with the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Close to the people

The Holy Father notes that the priests of Rome
have been close to their people, experiencing
with them the difficulties of the lockdown, and
sharing their sorrows. They have accompanied
those who have lost loved ones, health care
providers, essential workers, the excluded and
the vulnerable. And with them, he writes, “We
have experienced our own vulnerability and
helplessness”.
The novel coronavirus does not distinguish

between individuals, families, social groups or
nations, he writes. Instead, everyone has been
affected by the disease. Our presuppositions
have been challenged and new and old
questions have forced themselves on our
attention. 
These questions, says Pope Francis, cannot

be answered simply by reopening and going
back to the way things were. Instead, we are
called “to promote the new life that the Risen
Lord wants to give us”. Over against
temptations, we must encourage the hope that
can “stimulate our creativity, our ingenuity, and
our ability to respond”.

A new day

Jesus “did not choose or seek an ideal
situation to break into the lives of His disciples”,

the Pope writes. But when He appeared to the disciples in
the locked room, Jesus “was able to transform all logic and
give new meaning to history and events”.
Pope Francis writes that Jesus’ presence announces “a

new day”. The Pope encourages priests to not be afraid of
the complex scenarios that will come about as we move
beyond the first stage of the pandemic response,
reminding them that Christian joy comes from the certainty
that Jesus is in our midst”. Those who, like Jesus, can
welcome and embrace life as it really is, who allow
themselves to “weep with those who are weeping” are
capable “of reaching the depths of life and being truly
happy.”

Things can change

It is the duty of priests “to announce and prophesy the
future”, writes Pope Francis. The Resurrection “is not only
an historical event of the past”, but rather, “the
announcement of the salvation of a new time that
resounds and is ready to break out today”.
It is faith that allows us to establish “a new time” with

evangelical creativity.
“If an intangible presence has been able to disrupt and

overturn the priorities and seemingly unbreakable global
agendas,” Pope Francis writes, “let us not fear that it is the
presence of the Risen One that traces our path, opens
horizons and gives us the courage to live this historic and
singular moment”.
He calls on priests to “once again be surprised by the

Risen One”. The Resurrection of Jesus, the Pope says, “is
the proclamation that things can change”. And he reminds
priests, “It is up to us to take responsibility for the future
and project it as brothers”.

To love and serve more

In the conclusion of his letter, Pope Francis explains, that
he wanted to share the things he has thought and felt
during the pandemic with his brother priests, “so that they
may help us on the path of praise of the Lord and service
to our brothers and sisters”.
“I hope”, he writes, “that all of us will use them ‘to love and
serve more’”.
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Wanted for the
Missions

Large Statues (Even damaged
ones), old vestments, pictures,
church fittings, rosaries, prayer
books, religious books, relics etc.

Please ring 
Mr. B. Ferris KSC, 

102 Moor St, Earlsdon, 
Coventry CV5 6EY
M: 07764 460041

Pope Francis speaks
on The Day for Life
The Day for Life 2020 has been given an Apostolic
Blessing from Pope Francis. This year, the theme
is Choose Life, which will focus on the dignity and
worth of the unborn child and expectant mothers.
The Holy Father sent the following message –

communicated by the Holy See’s Secretariat of State:
“His Holiness Pope Francis sends prayerful good

wishes for the celebration of the 2020 Day for Life in
England and Wales, Scotland and Ireland.

Pray for our heroes

“The theme ‘Choose Life’ is particularly fitting in this
twenty-fifth anniversary year of Saint John Paul II’s
Encyclical Evangelium Vitae, which summoned the
entire Church to be ‘a people of life and for life’.
“In these days when our world faces the challenges

of the coronavirus pandemic, the Holy Father asks the
faithful to pray for all those families, volunteers and
healthcare professionals committed, often heroically,
to the care and healing of the suffering, and for all
those who, amid the continuing ‘pandemic’ of poverty
and war, work to uphold the God-given value and
dignity of every human person.
“It is his hope that amid the present crisis all will be

led to a greater appreciation of the moral imperative to
build a ‘culture of life’ marked by ever greater concern
for nurturing, protecting and promoting the integral
welfare of all God’s children, beginning with the most
vulnerable.
“With these sentiments, the Holy Father gives the

assurance of his closeness in prayer and cordially
imparts his Apostolic Blessing as a pledge of joy and
peace in the Lord.”

Bishop’s Message

Pope Francis: “Pray for these families working to fight the
pandemic”.

Bishop John Sherrington: “Pope Francis’s message gives
us hope and renews our commitment and action to this
most basic of human instincts – the protection of the
mystery of human life at every stage”.

Pope to Consecrated Virgins: Be women of mercy, experts in humanity
In a Message on the fiftieth anniversary of
the promulgation of the revised Rite of
Consecration of Virgins, Pope Francis
reminds Consecrated Virgins that through
their calling they reflect the unity of the
Church, the Bride of Christ.

By Francesca Merlo
Pope Francis opened his message
to Consecrated Virgins by
describing their vocations as “a
sign of hope” which points “to the
fidelity of the Father”. Even today,
the Pope said, He awakens “the
desire to be consecrated to the
Lord in virginity” in the hearts of
some women.
Pope Francis continued by saying

that, accompanied by their Bishops,
Consecrated Virgins have become
“increasingly conscious of the
distinctive nature” of their consecrated
life. “The gift of your vocation finds
expression within the symphonic unity
of the Church, which is built up when
she can see in you women capable of
living the gift of sisterhood”, said the
Pope.
“Do not extinguish the prophetic

nature of your vocation”, continued
Pope Francis. “You have been called
by God’s mercy to make your lives a
reflection of the face of the Church,
the Bride of Christ”, he added.
The Pope then recalled that the

Homily proposed for the Rite of

Consecration “exhorts you to ‘Love
everyone, especially those in need’”.
“Your virginal consecration helps the
Church to love the poor, to discern
forms of material and spiritual poverty,
to help those who are weak and
vulnerable, those suffering from
physical and mental illness, the young
and the elderly, and all those in
danger of being marginalized or
discarded”, he explained.
“Be women of mercy, experts in

humanity”, urged the Pope, adding,
“women who believe in the
‘revolutionary nature of love and
tenderness’”.
Pope Francis continued, saying the

pandemic is teaching us that the time
has come to eliminate inequalities. He
urged Consecrated Virgins not to
close their eyes to what is happening
around us, nor to flee from it, but
rather to allow themselves to be
disturbed by it. “Be present and
sensitive to pain and suffering”, he
said.
The Pope urged Consecrated

Virgins to be “a sign of the spousal
love uniting Christ to the Church, virgin

and mother, sister and friend of all”.
“By your gentleness weave a web of

authentic relationships that can help
to make the neighbourhoods of our
cities less lonely and anonymous. Be
forthright, capable of parrhesia, but
avoid the temptation to chatter and
gossip. Have the wisdom, the
resourcefulness, and the authority of
charity, in order to stand up to
arrogance and to prevent abuses of
power”.
The Pope concluded by blessing

each Consecrated Virgin, as well as
“all those women preparing to receive
this consecration, and all those who
will receive it in the future”.
A Consecrated Virgin is a never-

married woman who dedicates her
perpetual virginity to God and is set
aside as a sacred person who
belongs to Christ in the Catholic
Church. The Congregation for
Institutes of Consecrated Life and
Societies of Apostolic Life estimates
there are more than 5,000
consecrated virgins on all five
continents “in very diverse geographic
areas and cultural contexts.”

Bishop John Sherrington, the lead Bishop for Life
issues, said: “We are very grateful to the Holy
Father for giving the Day for Life his Apostolic
Blessing. The global coronavirus pandemic which
we are currently experiencing has reminded us in
the starkest way of the importance and God-given
dignity and worth of every life, especially the
weakest and most frail.
“Pope Francis’s message gives us hope and renews

our commitment and action to this most basic of
human instincts – the protection of the mystery of
human life at every stage.
“This year, the Day for Life message emphasises the
care of the unborn child and pregnant women. We
pray that minds and hearts may be opened to the
sheer gift and wonder of every new life in the womb
and thank those who work ceaselessly to protect this
life more fully by legislation. We also draw attention to
the hope and healing that women and men can

experience following the trauma of abortion.
“There are resources available on the Day for Life

website which offer prayers, information about the
support which is available for pregnant women and
their children, and hopeful testimonies from moving
experiences at Rachel’s Vineyard, a retreat for women
who have had abortions and people who have been
hurt or affected by abortion. We hear of the power of
God’s mercy.’
Day for Life is the day in the Church’s year dedicated
to raising awareness about the meaning and value of
human life at every stage and in every condition. The
Church teaches that life is to be nurtured from
conception to natural death.
Day for Life was scheduled to be celebrated on 31

May in Scotland, 21 June in England and Wales and 7
October in Ireland. However, due to the current Covid-
19 situation, the dates on which Day for Life is
celebrated may change.
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