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TOWARDS A SYNODAL CHURCH
By Madeleine Walters

The Diocesan Synodal Team was
formed in October 2021. Its members
are:
Madeleine Walters - Diocesan
Synodal Co-ordinator and Director of
Evangelisation; Canon Matthew
Jones - Parish Priest of Three
Churches and Judicial Vicar; Fr.
Bernard Sixtus - Parish Priest of Sts.
David Lewis and Francis Xavier and
Director of Religious Education
(schools); Frances Bibey - Assistant
to the Director of Education
(schools); Rev Doctor Philip Manghan
- Deacon at St. Mary’s, Bridgend and
Chair of the Archdeacons’ Forum; JR
Diaz - School Chaplain at Corpus
Christi High School; Benny Augustian
- Syro Malabar Community; Jim
Barnaville - Co-ordinator, Caritas
Archdiocese of Cardiff; Frank Callus -
Vice Chair of the Diocesan
Evangelisation Commission and
National Chair of ACTA; Kate Duffin -
Scripture Champion; Therese
Warwick - CAFOD Community and
Participation Co-ordinator and
Joanne White - Diocesan Marriage
and Family Life Co-ordinator.

The logo designed for this Synod is
very interesting and full of meaning. The
author explains it: “A large majestic tree,
full of wisdom and light, reaches for the
sky. A sign of deep vitality and hope
which expresses the cross of Christ, it
carries the Eucharist, which shines like
the sun. The horoizontal branches,
opened like hands or wings, suggest, at
the same time, the Holy Spirit.
The people of God are not static: they

are on the move, in direct reference to
the etymology of the word ‘synod’, which
means “walking together”. The people
are united by the same common
dynamic that this tree breathes into
them, from which they begin their walk.

These 15 sihouettes sum up our entire
humnaity in its diversity of life situations,
of generations and origins. This aspect
is reinforced by the multiplicity of bright
colours which are themselves signs of
joy. There is no hierarchy between these
people who are all on the same footing:
young, old, men, women, teenagers,
children, lay people, religious, parents,
couples, singles; the bishop and the
nun are not in front of them, but among
them. Quite naturally, children and then
adolescents open their walk, in
reference to these words of Jesus in the
Gospel, ‘I praise you, Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, because you have
hidden these things from the wise and
learned and revealed them to little
children”. (Mt 11:25)
The horizontal baseline: For a synodal

Church: communion, participation and
mission” runs from left to right in the
direction of this march, underlining and
strengthening it, to end with the title
“Synod 2021-2023, the high point that
synthesises the whole.” (Isabelle de
Senilhes)
Synods are as old as the Church. In

Acts 15, the disciples met with James
and Peter and others to discuss how the
new Church should reach out to the
Gentiles. Before Francis, synods were
gatherings of bishops, called to Rome to
discuss certain issues. Pope Francis has
used major synods to discuss and
discern the way forward on some key

issues, the Family in 2014 and Youth in
2018, for which there was considerable
consultation with the faithful. What
makes this Synod historic, is that he is
reaching out to each and every one of
the People of God, here in Cardiff, but
also right across the world,throughout
the Universal Church. It will involve all of
us, bishops, clergy and laity, listening
and sharing with each other and through
our listening, discerning what God is
saying to the Church at the present
time; what the Holy Spirit is calling us to
do as a Church.
At present, we have 84 parishioners

from around 39 parishes across the

Archdiocese working in their parishes for
this Synod. They are to be thanked for
their agreement to serve their parishes
in this way. This will be your opportunity
to have your say. The Synodal Process is
for each and every one of us and it is
hoped that you will use the opportunities
you are offered to talk and listen to each
other.

More information on the Synodal
Process can be found on the Vatican
website –
https://www.synod.va/en.html
Madeleine Walters - Diocesan
Synodal Co-ordinator
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Sharing the Scriptures
through Your Ministry

GOLDEN JUBILEE OF 
BISHOP TOM BURNS
ST  JOSEPH’S CATHEDRAL SWANSEA 16 DECEMBER 2021
In years to come, when the history of
our times is written, the year 2021 will
have a special significance, not least
because of the crisis of the COVID
pandemic which we are still enduring. 
This year will also be remembered by

future generations for the United Nations
Climate Change Conference, COPCA 26,
held in Glasgow in November. That
conference tackled the challenge of global
warming, the issues surrounding fossil
fuels, the implications of our agricultural
practices and the deforestation of the
poorest countries of the world.
Our ancient forefathers, the People of

Israel, knew all about ecology and the
stewardship of creation. They treated
nature with respect and lived in harmony
with their surroundings. They understood
that even at the dawn of creation, Man
and Woman walked in a Garden of
Paradise in harmony with God, with nature
and with each other. Rest and re-creation
are essential parts of God’s plan for

human beings. Rest not just on the
seventh day, but a sabbatical year every
seven years. And at the end of seven
cycles of seven years, a year of reset and
renewal when the land was to be treated
with respect rather than exploited and
overharvested.
These values were translated into the

landscape of human life as well. Being an
economist as well as a theologian, Bishop
Tom Burns will know that the relief of debt
in the Jubilee Year was like the final
repayment of a mortgage in modern
terms. “The jubilee will be a holy thing for
you” says the Lord. It will be a time of
celebration and thanksgiving, a time to
reflect on “What wonders the Lord has
done for me. Holy is his Name” .
The curriculum vitae of Bishop Tom

Burns is a rich and varied one, and each
one of us here today represent so many
others whose lives he has touched in his
fifty years of priesthood. I want to make
special mention of the significant number

of years he has worked in the formation
of young people, both in the military and
now at the Royal English College,
Valladolid. His relationship with
generations of future leaders both in the
military and in the Church, and his gifts
with young people, have ensured he
fulfils that beautiful psalm which sets the
scene for every Mass offered by the
priest:
I will go unto he altar of God. The God

who gives joy to my youth.
Joy, energy, interest in every modern

gadget have been consistent hallmarks
of Bishop Tom’s life and work. As a
teacher, priest, naval chaplain, bishop it
has always been his purpose to help
fulfil in each person their baptismal
vocation. He echoes the teaching of the
Catechism of the Catholic Church which
says: “The Common priesthood is the
service of God in communion with Christ.
Through the ministerial priesthood, Christ
serves those who are baptised, enabling
them to worship God in his own way, not
in merely human ways”
When Jesus quoted the prophet Isaiah

in the synagogue at Nazareth and said
“This text is being fulfilled today event as
you listen”. This text is fulfilled today in
and through the Body of Christ in this
time and in this place. Each one of us is
a member of His Body. Each one of us is
called to bring good news to the poor, to
proclaim liberty to captives, to the blind
new sight, to proclaim the year of favour
of the Lord.
In recent times, Bishop Tom has visited

the shrine of the great 16th century
mystic, St. Theresa of Avila (1515- 1562).
Her words will have resonated with him
as do the words of Jesus in today’s
Jubilee gospel:
Christ has no body on earth but yours.

Yours are the hands with which he
blesses. Yours the eyes with which he
looks compassion on the world”
We all know that when you buy a book

of poetry, you get fewer words and pages
for your money but you get much more
meaning. Since Bishop Tom was born in
Ireland, I was trying to think of a suitable
poem for this occasion written by an Irish
poet. I originally thought of William Butler
Yeats poem called “Mad Jane speaks to
the Bishop” but thought that might not be
suitable. Then the wonderful poem by
Seamus Heaney, the poetry Nobel
prizewinner called “When all the others
had gone to Mass”. But it was the 13th
century English poet Geoffrey Chaucer
who won. This extract is from The Clerks
Tale, the tale of the priest on his
pilgrimage to the shrine of St. Thomas a
Becket in Canterbury. This is what he says:

There was a good man of religoun, too.
A country parson poor, I warrant you.
But such he was in holy thought and
work.
He was a learned man also, a clerk..
Who Christ’s own Gospel truly sought to
preach.
Nor haughty in his speech, nor too
divine,
But in all preaching prudent and benign.
To lead folk into heaven, but by stress
Of good example was his busyness.

I am sure all of us here tonight, and
many more elsewhere, would like to
thank you
For not being haughty in your speech,
nor too divine.
To thank you for your teaching: prudent
and benign.
To thank you for leading people into
heaven
By stress of the good example of service
Which has been your busyness for these
last fifty years.

ARCHBISHOP GEORGE STACK

A Day of Reflection for: 
Ministers of the Word, Catechists and 

Leaders of Children’s Liturgy 
Saturday 5th March 2022 10.30 am – 3 pm

Keynote Speaker: Deacon Rob Coyne
To confirm a place and for further information,
please email Diocesan Scripture Champions

madeleine.walters@rcadc.org
or kate.duffin@hotmail.co.uk

St Theresa of Avila (1515- 1562)
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Editorial
A Synodal
Church
You can see from the article on page
1 how our parishes, under
Madeleine Walters, the Diocesan
Coordinator, are working to take
forward the Holy Father's initiative on
we progress with the future of our
Church.
The Pope is reaching out to all of us
here in Cardiff and the world to
bishops, clergy and laity to have. a
practical vision of what the Holy
Spirit is calling us to do.
Do work with your parish delegates
to reach out to the future and have
your say.

Bishop Tom

On page 2 we have a tribute to
Bishop Tom Burns on his Golden
Jubilee.
As an ex Army soldier I was most
grateful for priests such as Bishop
Tom in far-flung places such as
Bosnia during the conflict there.
The Army chaplaincy was then
based in Bagshot, a palace built for
one of Queen Victoria’s sons. A
pond outside the palace had a
notice on it which said: “Do not walk
on the water”.
A lovely bit of clerical humour!
James Campbell, former major
The Royal Regiment of Wales 

Suggested Readings 
for Parish Team 
Representatives to use in
their Synodal meetings 
“I thank my God every time I
remember you, and in every prayer of
mine for you all. I pray with joy at your
partnership in the gospel from the
first day until now, confident that the
One who began good work in you will
bring it to completion by the Day of
Christ Jesus. It is right that I should
think about you all in this way,
because I hold you in my heart, both
in my bonds and in the defence of
strengthening of the gospel, as you
are all my partners in grace. For God
is my witness how much I long for
you all with the affection of Christ
Jesus, and this I pray, that your love
for one another may overflow more
and more with OlsmOl and complete
understanding that will enable you to
discern what is best, so that you may
be innocent and blameless for the
Day of Christ, filled with the fruit of
righteousness through Jesus @christ,
for the glory and praise of God.”
(Philippians 1:1-11) 

“Let faithful love and constancy never
leave you: 
tie them round you neck, 
write them on the tablet of your heart. 
So you will find favour and success 
in the sight of God and of people. 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 
put no faith in your own insight; 
acknowledge him at every course you
take, and he will see your paths are
smooth.” (Proverbs 3:3-6) 

“The whole group of believers was of
one heart and mind; no one claimed
private ownership of any possession,
but everything they owned was held
in common. With great power the
apostles continued to testify to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and
great grace was upon them all. None
of their members were ever in want,
as all those who owned land or
houses sold the, brought the
proceeds of the sale, and laid it at the
feet of the apostles; it was then
distributed to each as any had need.”
(Acts 4:32-35) 

“What was from the beginning, what
we have heard, what we have seen
with our own eyes, what we have
watched and touched with our own
hands, about the Word of life, this is

our theme. This life was revealed; we
have seen it and give testimony, and
declare to you the eternal life, which
was with the Father and was to
revealed to us. We are declaring to
you what we have seen and heard, so
that you too may share our life. Our
life is shared with the Father and with
his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing
this to you so that our joy may be
complete.” 
(1 John 1: 1- 4) 

“Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us with every spiritual
blessing of heaven in Christ, as he
chose us in Christ before the
foundation of the world to be holy
and faultless before him in love,
marking us out beforehand for
adoption as sons, through Jesus
Christ according to the generosity of
his will; to the praise and the glory of
his grace, which he lavished on us in
the Beloved, in whom we have
redemption through his blood,
forgiveness of sins, according to the
richness of his grace.” (Ephesians
1:3-7) 

“This then, is what I pray, kneeling
before the Father, from whom every
fatherhood, in heaven or on earth,
takes its name. In the abundance of
his glory may he, through his Spirit,
enable you to grow firm in power with
regard to your inner self, so that Christ
may live in your hearts through faith,
and then, planted in love and built on
love, with all God’s holy people you
will have the strength to grasp the
breadth and the length, the height
and the depth, so that, knowing the
love of Christ, which is beyond all
understanding, you may be filled with
the utter fullness of God. 
Glory be to him whose power,
working in us, can do infinitely more
than we can ask or imagine; glory be
to him from generation to generation
in the Church and in Christ Jesus for
ever and ever. Amen.” (Ephesians
3:15-21) 

“Always be joyful, then, in the Lord; I
repeat, be joyful. Let your good sense
be obvious to everyone. The Lord Is
near. Never worry about anything; but

tell God all your desires of every kind
in prayer and petition shot through
with gratitude, and the peace of God
which is beyond our understanding
will guard your heart and your
thoughts in Christ Jesus. Finally,
brothers, let your minds be filled with
everything that is true, everything that
is honourable everything that is
upright and pure, everything that we
love and admire – with whatever is
good and praiseworthy. Keep doing
everything you have learnt from me
and were told by me and have heard
or seen me doing. Then the God of
peace will be with you.” (Philippians
4:4-9) 

“Meanwhile the eleven se out for
Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus
had arranged to meet them. When
they saw him the fell down before
him, though some hesitated. Jesus
came up and spoke to them. He said
‘All authority in heaven and on earth
has been given to me. Go therefore,
make disciples of all nations; baptise
them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
and teach them to observe
all the commands
I gave you. And
look, I am with
you always;
yes, to the end
of time.’”
(Matthew 28:16-
20) 
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New Altar dedicated at St David   
The photos here show the newly erected altar and ambo which have been
placed in St. David’s Cathedral. Originally from the church of St. Clare in Ely,
they came to the Cathedral at the closure of St. Clare’s. 
In a previous edition of The Catholic people you will have found a report on the re-

opening of St. Clare’s as the St. Vincent’s Centre which will provide many important
services for the community in that part of Cardiff.
It is fitting that the altar should be dedicated at St. David’s on the Patronal Feast of

the Diocese, the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary which was
celebrated on 8 December. The ceremony is full of symbolism, and is a reminder that
Christ is the victim, the priest, the altar of his own sacrifice. Because of our union with
him in faith and Baptism, his members place on the altar the spiritual sacrifice es of
their own lives. As the place where the people gather for worship, the altar is the table
for a sacred banquet and an altar of sacrifice.
The ceremony of Dedication captures these truths in a symbolic way. The altar is

anointed with the Oil of Chrism, as the body of Jesus was anointed with oil for his
burial. It is lit with fire speaking of the purification wrought by the salvation he brings
to the world. The relics of martyrs and saints are placed within the altar, a sign of the
tomb in which their bodies were lain after the sacrifice which they had made in their
lives and death. It is clothed in white linen, a reminder of the body of Jesus being
wrapped in linen before being placed in the tomb. The altar is honoured with incense,
a dramatic reminder of our prayers and heart and mind being raised up to God
around the altar.
The dedication of the altar took place at St. David’s Cathedral, during Mass at 6pm,

on 8 December. There is an open invitation to all parishioners.
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Caritas Callling for January and February
To the Clergy, Parishes and Catholic charities of
the Archdiocese of Cardiff and the Diocese of
Menevia. To the Diocese of Wrexham for
information. To CSAN and Diocesan Caritas
contacts.

Dear Archbishop George, Reverend Fathers, Reverend
Deacons, Caritas Steering Group members and friends
in the parishes, Catholic charities and organisations.
Please find attached the Caritas Calling! January –
February 2022 Bulletin which contains the following
items:
1. World Peace Day 2022: Education, work and
dialogue between generations
2. Pope’s Peace Day message: ‘Everyone has a
creative role to play in building peace’
3. Pope invites Catholics to join Caritas 'Together We'
campaign launched on 13 December 2021
4. “Families are thus called to bridge generations in
passing on the values that forge true humanity”
5. In-work poverty blighting young lives says SVP
6. The Pope’s Prayer intentions:
January - For true human fraternity
February - For religious sisters and consecrated
women
7. The Cycle of Prayer
8. For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation,
and Mission – The Main Question and Ten Themes
2. Principles of a Synodal Process: 2. Principles of a
Synodal Process
2.1 Who can participate?
We see throughout the Gospels how Jesus reaches

out to all. He does not only save people individually but
as a people that he gathers together, as the one
Shepherd of the entire flock (cf. John 10:16). The
ministry of Jesus shows us that no one is excluded
from God’s plan of salvation.
The work of evangelization and the message of

salvation cannot be understood without Jesus’
constant openness to the widest possible audience.

The Gospels refer to this as the crowd, composed of all
the people who follow Jesus along the path and
everyone that Jesus calls to follow him. The Second
Vatican Council highlights that “all human beings are
called to the new people of God” (LG, 13). God is truly
at work in the entire people that he has gathered
together. This is why “the entire body of the faithful,
anointed as they are by the Holy One, cannot err in
matters of belief. They manifest this special property by
means of the whole people's supernatural discernment
in matters of faith when from the Bishops down to the
last of the lay faithful, they show universal agreement
in matters of faith and morals” (LG, 12). The Council
further points out that such discernment is animated
by the Holy Spirit and proceeds through dialogue
among all peoples, reading the signs of the times in
faithfulness to the teachings of the Church.
Dioceses are called to keep in mind that the main

subjects of this synodal experience are all the
baptised. Special care should be taken to involve those
persons who may risk being excluded: women, the
handicapped, refugees, migrants, the elderly, people
who live in poverty, Catholics who rarely or never
practice their faith, etc. Creative means should also be
found in order to involve children and youth.
Together, all the baptised are the subject of the

sensus fidelium, the living voice of the People of God.
At the same time, in order to participate fully in the act
of discerning, it is important for the baptised to hear
the voices of other people in their local context,
including people who have left the practice of the faith,
people of other faith traditions, people of no religious
belief, etc. For as the Council declares: “The joys and
the hopes, the griefs and the anxieties of the men of
this age, especially those who are poor or in any way
afflicted, these are the joys and the hopes, the griefs
and the anxieties of the followers of Christ. Indeed,
nothing genuinely human fails to raise an echo in their
hearts” (GS, 1).
For this reason, while all the baptized are specifically

called to take part in the Synodal Process, no one – no
matter their religious affiliation – should be excluded
from sharing their perspective and experiences, insofar
as they want to help the Church on her synodal
journey of seeking what is good and true. This is
especially true of those who are most vulnerable or
marginalized.

Prayer for the Synod: Adsumus Sancte Spiritus
We stand before You, Holy Spirit,
as we gather together in Your name.
With You alone to guide us,
make Yourself at home in our hearts;
Teach us the way we must go
and how we are to pursue it.
We are weak and sinful;
do not let us promote disorder.
Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path
nor partiality influence our actions.
Let us find in You our unity
so that we may journey together to eternal life
and not stray from the way of truth
and what is right.
All this we ask of You,
who are at work in every place and time,
in the communion of the Father and the Son,
forever and ever.
Amen.

Deep peace of the running wave to you,
Deep peace of the flowing air to you,
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you,
Deep peace of the shining stars to you,
Deep peace of the watching shepherds to you,
Deep peace of Christ, the Light of the world, to you.

Yours in Christ.
Jim
Jim Barnaville, Coordinator
Caritas Archdiocese of Cardiff

Cardinal Nichols: The virtues of faith, hope and charity in 2022
Cardinal Vincent Nichols offers a reflection for 2022 looking at the virtues of faith, hope and charity
As a new year dawns, we look for
hope. Surely this next year can’t be
as bad as the one to which we’ve
said ‘goodbye’?
There are two versions of hope

worth pondering.
One is that hope comes when we

can look forward to an uncertain future
from the basis of a secure present.
The unknown prospects of what is to
come do not cause us too much
anxiety because we are well equipped
to face them – individually and as a
society. This is the pragmatic version
of the virtue of hope.
The second version is a reverse

image of the first. Hope is the capacity
to face an uncertain present on the
basis of an utterly secure future. No
matter what happens today or
tomorrow, the long-term future is
secure because it is promised by
something beyond the ebbs and flows
of ‘outrageous fortune’. This is the
Christian virtue of hope, founded on
the promises of God made visible in

Jesus, the Christ, whose coming we
are celebrating.
These too versions stand on either

edge of the stage of life, summoning
us to decide where to put our trust.
They clarify the fundamental options.
The choice we make establishes the
direction in which we look, the
foundation on which we shape our
lives.
But there is a great deal of ‘middle

ground’, in which our daily activity
takes place.
Prudence demands that we make

provision now for future eventualities:
insurance and saving schemes, health

provision, all we do in preparation for
‘the rainy day’.
Charity demands that we act without

counting the cost, putting the present
needs of others way ahead of our own
current security, acting in a self-
sacrificing manner, even going as far
as making a gift of our very life itself.
This is the story of every true love, told
and illustrated again and again,
constantly transforming the drama of
human living.
Such charity points to its deepest

roots, in the promise of a secure and
totally fulfilling future in the presence
of God for ever. This is the hope given
by the Christian faith and enacted in
the birth, life, death and resurrection of
Jesus. This hope puts a radically new
perspective on today and the days to
come, no matter what they bring. This
future is secured. Now I can act, in any
set of circumstance, with a freedom
and generosity which flows forcefully
from that promise. This is what saints
do.

But we must remember that we
constantly see the astonishing
goodness, devotion, perseverance and
practical wisdom of so many people,
made even more evident during the
hardships of this last year.
As we start a new year, we may well

ponder why it is that so many people
act in such generous ways. I firmly
believe that it the promptings of the
Holy Spirit, that flow of love pouring
out of God, that lies as the deepest
source of this service. It goes beyond
self-interest. It is seeking a future
beyond the securities of the present,
for they have been shaken. It is the
privilege of faith to identify and
highlight the well-spring of this
goodness: the radical hope given in
the promises of God.
It is also the source of our joy and

the best reason for wishing each other
a happy New Year.
Cardinal Vincent Nichols

President, Catholic Bishops’
Conference of England and Wales
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Cromwell...the man who
tried to ban Christmas!
By Archbishop George Stack

Did you know that Christmas was once abolished in this
country? Following the execution of King Charles 1 on
30 `January 1649, Oliver Cromwell and the Puritans
thought that Christmas was frivolous and excessive
with all the eating and drinking and dancing. They
wanted people to get back to work! The repressive
Puritan regime put their words into action. Although the
diaries of John Evelyn are not as famous as those of
Samuel Johnson, this is what he wrote in 1657 about
receiving Holy Communion in church on Christmas Day:

“The chapel was surrounded by soldiers, men of high
flight and above ordinances, who spake spiteful things of
our Lord’s nativity; As we went up to receive the sacrament,
these miscreants held their muskets against us as if they
would have shot us at the altar”.

In the end, the Puritans didn’t succeed in abolishing
Christmas. The people taught them that you can’t celebrate
the festivity from the worship, the pagan side from the
Christian, or the worldy from the religious Christmas is about
every one of these things or it is neither. In our own time,
the modern Puritans have tried to abolish Christmas by
calling it “Wintervale” or “The Holidays” realising that at this
darkest time of the year we need light. Even the pre
Christian pagans believed that “Sol Invictus” the
Uconquered Sun” would shine again once the darkest day
of the year was past.
The prophets of the Old Testament saw that this light was

not just a physical reality. They believed that the real light
was the revelation of God which pierces the mind and heart
of every human being if we allow it to do so. “The people
who walked in darkness have seen a great light. On those
who walked in the shadow of death, a great light has
shone”> (Isaiah 9:2)The songwriter Leonard Cohen put it so
well, didn’t he, when he wrote “Blessed are the cracked.
They all the Light to get through”. No wonder those early
Christian writers of the Gospels standing at the wood of the
cross,witnessing the death of Jesus, could look back thirty
three years and see in the wood of the crib and seeing the

true Son, Jesus, the Light of the World.
Isn’t that why the Nativity stories remain

intriguing? The manger is the throne of heave.
Eternity in a moment. Shepherds, social outcasts,
the lowest of the low, the first to worship. Eternity in
the unlikely. Wise men from afar, strangers, aliens
from a foreign country, recognise what others
cannot see. A glimpse of Eternity now for everyone.
But for everyone the experience only lasts a

moment. Everybody has to go back to everyday
living.Mary and Joseph go back to Nazareth. The
shepherds go back to their field. The Wise Men
avoid Herod by going back “another way”. There’s a
loaded phrase, if ever there was one.

Writing of the Nativity scene, the Scottish poet

Edwin Muir says:
Reality or vision, this we have seen.
If it had lasted but another moment
It might have held forever. But the world
Rolled back into it’s place, and we are here,
And all that radiant kingdom lies forlorn.

“And we are here”. At the end of a traumatic year,
full of tension and uncertainy, hoping for the best
but fearing the worst. The Covid epidemic, and all it
signifies, has de-stabilised so much of what we
take for granted. One reason we come together to
sing carols at Christmas is to keep the memory
alive, to keep the light of faith and hope in the glory
of God and the essential goodness of people
shining brightly.

The equestrian
statue of King
Charles is placed
at the top of
Whitehall. At the
other end.
outside the
Houses of
Parliament, is
one of Oliver
Cromwell
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The Pope’s words at the 
Angelus prayer, 09.01.2022
Following the celebration of Holy
Mass on the Feast of the Baptism of
the Lord with the rite of Baptism of
babies, at midday the Holy Father
Francis appeared at the window of
his study in the Vatican Apostolic
Palace to pray the Angelus with the
faithful and pilgrims gathered in Saint
Peter’s Square.
The following are the Pope’s words of

introduction to the Marian prayer:

Before the Angelus
Dear brothers and sisters, buongiorno!
The Gospel of today’s Liturgy shows us
the scene with which Jesus’ public life
begins: he, who is the Son of God and
the Messiah, goes to the banks of the
Jordan River to be baptized by John the
Baptist. After about thirty years of hidden
life, Jesus does not present himself with
a miracle, or by rising to the podium to
teach. He lines up with the people who
were going to receive baptism from
John. 
Today’s liturgical hymn says that the

people went to be baptized with a bare
soul and bare feet, humbly. This is a
beautiful attitude, with a bare soul and
bare feet. And Jesus shares the plight of
us sinners, he comes down towards us;
he descends into the river, and at the
same time into the wounded history of
humanity, he immerses himself in our
waters to heal them, and he immerses
himself with us, in our midst. He does
not rise up above us, but rather comes
down towards us with a bare soul, with
bare feet, like the people. He does not
come by himself, nor does he come with
a select, privileged group. No: he comes
with the people. He belongs to the
people and he comes with them to be
baptized, with these humble people.
Let us reflect on an important point: at

the moment in which Jesus receives
Baptism, the text says that he “was
praying” (Lk 3:21). It is good for us to
contemplate this: Jesus prays. But why?
He, the Lord, the Son of God, prays like
us? Yes, Jesus – the Gospels repeat this
many times – spends a lot of time in
prayer: at the beginning of every day,
often at night, before making important
decisions… His prayer is a dialogue, a
relationship with the Father. Thus, in
today’s Gospel, we can see the “two
moments” in the life of Jesus: on the
one hand, he descends towards us into
the waters of the Jordan; on the other,
he raises his eyes and his heart, praying
to the Father.
It is a tremendous lesson for us: we

are all immersed in the problems of life
and in many complicated situations,
called upon to face difficult moments
and choices that get us down. But, if we
do not want to be crushed, we need to
raise everything upwards. And this is
exactly what prayer does. It is not an
escape route; prayer is not a magic

ritual or a repetition of memorized
jingles. No. Prayer is the way we allow
God to act in us, to understand what he
wants to communicate to us even in the
most difficult situations, prayer is having
the strength to go forward. Many people
feel they can’t go on, and pray: “Lord,
give me the strength to continue”. We
too, very often, have done this. Prayer
helps us because it unites us to God, it
opens us up to encountering him. Yes,
prayer is the key that opens our heart to
the Lord. It is dialoguing with God, it is
listening to his Word, it is worshipping:
remaining in silence, entrusting to him
what we are experiencing. And at times

it is also crying out with him like Job,
other times it is venting with Him. Crying
out like Job; He is the father, He
understands well. He never gets angry
with us. And Jesus prays.
Prayer – to use a beautiful image from

today’s Gospel – “opens the heavens”
(cf. v. 21). Prayer opens the heavens: it
gives life oxygen, a breath of fresh air
amidst life’s troubles and allows us to
see things from a broader perspective.
Above all, it enables us to have the
same experience of Jesus by the Jordan
River: it makes us feel like beloved
children of the Father. When we pray,
the Father says to us too, as he does to

Jesus in the Gospel: “You are my
beloved child” (cf. v. 22). Being God’s
children began on the day of our
Baptism, which immersed us in Christ
and, as members of the people of God,
we became beloved children of the
Father. Let us not forget the date of our
Baptism! If I were to ask each one of
you now: what is the date of your
Baptism? Perhaps some of you don’t
remember. This is a beautiful thing:
remembering the date of your baptism,
because it is our rebirth, the moment in
which we became children of God with
Jesus! And when you return home – if
you don’t know – ask your mother, your
aunt, your grandmother or your
grandfather: “When was I baptized?”,
and remember that date so as to
celebrate it, to thank the Lord. And
today, at this moment, let us ask
ourselves: how is my prayer going? Do I
pray out of habit, do I pray unwillingly,
just reciting formulas, or is my prayer an
encounter with God? I, a sinner, always
with the people of God, never isolated?
Do I cultivate intimacy with God,
dialogue with Him, listen to his Word?
Among the many things we do each
day, let us not neglect prayer: let us
dedicate time to it, let us use short
invocations to be repeated often, let us
read the Gospel every day. The prayer
that opens the heavens.
And now, let us turn to Our Lady, the

prayerful Virgin, who made her life into a
hymn in praise of God.

After the Angelus
Dear brothers and sisters,
I have learned with sorrow that there
have been victims during the protests
that have broken out in recent days in
Kazakhstan. I pray for them and for their
families, and I hope that social harmony
will be restored as soon as possible
through the search for dialogue, justice
and the common good. I entrust the
Kazakh people to the protection of Our
Lady, Queen of Peace of Oziornoje.
And I greet you all heartily, faithful of

Rome and pilgrims from Italy and other
countries. In particular I greet the group
from Frattamaggiore, near Naples.
This morning, as is customary on the

Sunday of the Baptism of the Lord, I
baptized some children of Vatican
employees. I now wish to extend my
prayer and blessing to all the infants
who have received or will receive
Baptism during this period. May the Lord
bless them and may Our Lady protect
them.
And to all of you, do not forget: learn

the date of your Baptism. When was I
baptized? You must not forget this, and
remember that day as a day of
celebration.
I wish you all a blessed Sunday.

Please don't forget to pray for me.
Enjoy your meal, and arrivederci.

“Yes,
prayer is
the key

that opens
our heart

to the
Lord”
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