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A new
shrine for
the martyr
Saint
David
Lewis

S
unday November 18 marked a great

day for the Catholic faith in Wales. A

new shrine was dedicated to the

martyr Saint David Lewis at the church of

SS David Lewis & Francis Xavier, in Usk,

Wales.

David Lewis was born in Abergavenny in the
year 1616. He was brought up as a Protestant
but later became a Catholic. Both his parents
died in 1638 and that same year, David set off
for Rome. He entered the Venerable English
College on 6th. November 1638 to prepare for
ordination to the Sacred Priesthood. David
Lewis assumed the name of Charles Baker (A
common practice in those days of
persecution). He completed his studies,
receiving Minor Orders in June 1641 and was
ordained to the Priesthood on 20th July 1642.

Father David Lewis entered the Jesuit
Novitiate at Sant' Andrea in Rome on 19th
April 1645. After Profession, his superiors
immediately sent him to Wales. He was
recalled to Rome after only a short stay, to

take up the role of Spiritual Director at his old
College.

Condemned as a Catholic priest

This lasted one year, as the Mission in South
Wales, which had been founded in 1620,
petitioned for Father David's immediate return
to his homeland. This being granted by his
superiors, Father David was sent back to
Wales, to the Jesuit Mission of St. Francis
Xavier at a place called 'The Cwm' in 1648,
where he was to work for the next thirty years.
On Sunday 17th November 1678 Father David
Lewis was arrested at Llantarnam as he was
preparing to say Mass.

At his trial, he was condemned as a Roman
Catholic Priest who said Mass, which was
considered high treason against the Crown.
For this, he was executed at Usk on
Wednesday 27th August 1679

Continued on page 5

Archbishop George and Jesuit Father Principal Fr Damian Howard
SJ in front of the shrine to Saint David Lewis. They are holding a
17th century monstrance made in Paris which the Archbishop
found in the diocesan treasury. It was in poor repair and was
restored after a visit to the Victoria and Albert Museum in London.
Archbishop George gifted it to the new shrine.

The Catholic Society at Cardiff University hit the headlines recently when a letter

from the University’s Catholic Chaplain to the University’s Catholic Society’s

President went viral. 

Cardiff’s Students Union voted on 21 November to become “Pro-Choice”. Its previous
position had been to remain “neutral” after two previous attempts by pro-abortionists to
overturn the Students Union’s neutrality in ten years had failed.

University Chaplain Fr Sebastian Jones and previous Catholic Society presidents had
negotiated with the Students Union on both previous occasions that such a change in
position was wholly un-necessary and would result in the University’s Catholic Society
having to withdraw from the Student’s Union as it could not be required to give voluntary
and material support for the pro-abortion lobby on Campus. Its request was dismissed.

Catholic students were verbally abused at the 21 November meeting and their request
for the “pro-choice” motion not to be adopted by the Students Union was heavily defeated.
Fr Sebastian said “it is deeply troubling to me as a university chaplain and as a visiting
lecturer in canon law, that across many of the country’s university campuses similar
motions curtailing the right to freedom of speech and conscience concerning the
inalienable dignity of the human person are being undermined. In a sector that claims to
champion inclusivity and diversity, the intolerance of Catholic Church’s social teaching is a
troubling development.”
See editorial on Page 3

A university blot on freedom on speech!
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PHILLIP TOM & SONS
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

…a family business that cares

Beaconsfield House
155a Commercial Street
Newport Road
Risca
Gwent NP11 6EY
01633 615005
www.pts-funerals.co.uk

• Owned and operated by a Catholic family with over 
25 years experience to understand your needs

• Chosen Funeral Directors to the Sisters of St Joseph, 
Llantarnam Abbey for over 25 years

• We are Licenced by the British Institute of Funeral   
Directors

• Offer free bereavement counselling
• Golden Charter Prepaid funeral plans available
• Monumental Masonry Service
• Serving all areas of South Wales
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Your Catholic People…

ARCHBISHOP 
GEORGE’S 
ENGAGEMENTS

DECEMBER 2019

Sunday 1 Launch of “The God Who Speaks” St. David’s Cathedral 3.00

Monday 2 Diocese of Menevia Engagements

Tuesday 3 Meeting with Education Department 10.00

Thursday 5 Advent Day of Recollection for Clergy Mostyn Room 11.00

Sunday 8 Carol Service St. Joseph’s Cathedral Swansea 3.00

Monday 9 Preaches for Feast Day St. Mary’s University 5.30

Thursday 12 Meeting with Trustees Diocese of Menevia 11.00

Friday 13 Diocesan Staff Christmas Lunch – Cornerstone 1.00

Saturday 14 Advent Retreat Day St. David’s College 10.30

Sunday 15 Carol Service St. David’s Cathedral Cardiff 3.00

Monday 16 Diocese of Menevia Engagements

Tuesday 24 Vigil Mass St. Joseph’s Cathedral Swansea 6.00

“Midnight Mass” St. David’s Cathedral Cardiff 10.00

Wednesday 25 Christmas Mass at Cardiff Prison 9.00

Christmas Mass

A Meditation for Advent
Next Sunday, 1 December, is the beginning

of the Season of Advent, the beginning of

the Church’s year as it prepares for

Christmas, the feast of the Incarnation of

Jesus Christ. 

Purple is the colour of hope, expectation and
repentance. The Advent wreath is the sign of
time and eternity. We prepare to celebrate the
birth of Jesus in history two thousand years
ago. We look forward to his coming at “the end
of time”. And we reflect on the fact that “the
end of time” is now. Every moment of every
day is the end of that time. This Advent we
begin Year A of the cycle of readings in the
gospels with the gospel of Matthew being
presented Sunday by Sunday. It will have a
special resonance as we begin a special year
devoted to “The God Who Speaks” through the
scriptures and to our hearts. Copies of the
gospel are available for distribution in parishes
throughout the Diocese. The following
meditation may help focus our thoughts during
this season of waiting and hoping and praying.

We live in a world where we are directed to the
“instant”.
We communicate instantly by email and
iphone.
Facebook, WhatsApp and other social media
give us instant access.
We drink instant coffee.
We eat fast food meals.
We shop on the internet for next day delivery.
We withdraw money instantly from a “hole in
the wall”.
The media give us instant news.
Is it any wonder we do not like to wait?
“Take the waiting out of wanting”.

And yet…
So much of our time is spent waiting.

For the bus or train.
For the delivery or repair man.
For the doctor or the hospital appointment.
For news of a loved one.
We check our watch in frustration at the delay.

But…
Supposing we waited with our hands and
hearts open to what God is saying.
Waited, conscious of our emptiness and need?
Waited in the grace of the present moment.
Waited without an agenda.

Advent is about waiting.
We wait with the People of God as we move
through sacred history.
We wait with Mary as she expects the Son of
God.
We wait with the poor for whom waiting is a
way of life.
The waiting asks us to empty ourselves that
we may be filled with God.
It asks that we flourish at God’s rhythm, not our
own.

We are an Advent people,
Waiting for God to manifest himself in our lives.
Advent encourages us to allow our hidden
hopes and desires
Lead us beyond our daily existence.
The people of the Old Testament
Were, more than any others, the Advent
people.
They lived in hope and prayerful expectation
for the coming of the Messiah.
The prophet Isaiah brought them back
constantly
To this promised hope when spirits flagged.
He urged them always to trust in God…
And wait.

Padre Pio Relic visits Cardiff

On Monday, November 11th at 7pm, St Teilo’s Church, Whitchurch, hosted an evening of

prayer and devotions to St Pio of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio).

The Cappagh Padre Pio Prayer Group from Omagh, County Tyrone visited St. Teilo’s with its
relic of St. Padre Pio. The relic is a glove that covered Padre Pio stigmata.

Canon Isaac welcomed the group on their first visit with the relic outside of Ireland. Those who
attended prayed the Padre Pio Novena prayers, rosary and venerated the Relic.

Proceeds from the event went to the Saint Padre Pio’s hospital in San Giovanni, Rotondo.
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Editorial

‘We have nothing but 
praise for Coles and the 
dignity and compassion 
they showed us and our 
loved ones.’
We take care of everything 
so you can concentrate 
on what really matters.

John, 74, Cyncoed
Father, Grandfather

Cardiff’s award-winning, independent, family-run funeral homes. 
Rumney 029 2079 7516 | Birchgrove 029 2209 3388 
colesfuneraldirectors.co.uk

Act now over RE!
On page 6 you can read Archbishop
George’s appeal to save parents’ rights
over religious education (RE).

Proposals by the Welsh government
remove the basic rights of parents to
seek religious education for their children
in keeping with their Catholic faith.

For example, Catholic parents who do not
currently have the option of sending their
children to a Catholic school must be
allowed to withdraw their child from RE if
they disagree with the teaching.

The Archbishop is asking parents to
contact their Assembly members the
demand that they have the right to
withdraw their children from RE
incompatible with our faith.

Please do act on the Archbishop’s advice.

What happened to
free speech?

The sad and sorry tale of the support of
the Cardiff Students Union for a pro-
abortion stance instead of a neutral one
has meant that students from the
Catholic Society at Cardiff University
were verbally abused at. meeting when
the new stance was adopted.

University Chaplain Fr Sebastian Jones
has written of these events on page 1. It
is indeed a sad and sorry tale and is yet
another example of other university
unions taking up dogmatic and
undemocratic stances at places of
learning where free speech, honest
debate and allowing all to press their
views within the law would be allowed.

Fr Sebastian comments that In a sector
that claims to champion inclusivity and
diversity, the intolerance of Cardiff
Students Union is a sad reflection of the
times.

We can only hope that common sense will
eventually prevail.

A great priest who
will be sadly missed

It was with great sadness that

the Diocese of Menevia

announced the death of Bishop

Daniel Mullins the 1st Bishop of

the newly reconstituted

Diocese of Menevia who died

on 01 November 2019.

May this good servant of God
and the Church rest in peace and
receive the reward of his labours.
Bishop Mullins was passionate
about the faith, culture and
ancient language of the people of
Wales. Having become a fluent
Welsh speaker himself, he
became a champion of all things
Welsh and was himself an icon of
the bond between the Celtic
nations of this land.

Bishop Mullins was born in
Kilfinane, County Limerick, Ireland
on the 10th July 1929. He was
the son of Timothy and Mary and
brother of Canon Eddie Joe, and
the late Bernie, Eileen and Tadhg.

He was educated in Mount
Mellery, Waterford, St. Mary’s
College, Aberystwyth & Cardiff
University where he gained a
double First-class BA honours
degree in Welsh. He studied for
the priesthood at

St. Mary’s College, Oscott in
Birmingham and was ordained
priest on 12 April 1953. He served
in many parishes as a Priest in the
Archdiocese of Cardiff.

On the 5th of February 1970 He
was appointed Auxiliary Bishop of
Cardiff and Titular Bishop of
Sidnacestre. His consecration to
the Episcopate took place on 1
April 1970, the principal
consecrator was Archbishop John
Murphy of Cardiff, and the
principal co-consecrators were
Archbishop George Dwyer of
Birmingham and Bishop John
Petit of Menevia.

He was appointed the 1st
Bishop of the newly reconstituted
Diocese of Menevia on 12

February 1987. He resigned due
to ill-health on 12 June 2001 and
assumed the title Bishop Emeritus
of Geneva.

Dr James Campbell, Editor of
Catholic People, writes: "I first met
Bishop Mullins in 1982. I was then
editor of three of the 12
newspapers in Celtic Press, the
Pontypridd and Llantrisant
Observers and Rhondda Leader.
We were planning our coverage
of the visit of Pope John Paul II to
Cardiff and I suggested to our
editor in chief that I go out to
Rome in advance and do some
research work to publish in all our
newspapers to highlight the visit
of the Holy Father.

"I visited Bishop Mullins and he
was of an immense help, advising
me who to talk to in Rome and
identifying seminarians from the
diocese who were studying in
Rome who I could then interview.
We could not have done our
successful coverage without his
wise advice and immense help.

"I was give great access to the
Vatican and went out with the
Pope on a Sunday when he
visited one of his 92 parishes as
Bishop of Rome. I was the only
journalist!

" Bear in mind the Holy Father
was still recovering from the
attempt on his life. He was meant
to stay for two hours, visiting the
local church, school and
community centre. At the start of
the visit he looked worn and tired
but it was although he had
sucked up all the goodwill and
faith in him from everyone he
stated for your hours and left us
beaming and smiling, just as
though he had plugged into an
electric current of faith in him.
" I will ever be so grateful to
Bishop Mullins for that great
opportunity to be with the Holy
Father an it was a privilege and

an honour to be at his Funeral Mass.
*May he rest in peace."

The bishops emeriti, clergy, religious sisters
and faithful of Menevia offer their
condolences and prayers to the family of
Bishop Mullins.

Grant, we pray, almighty God,that the soul
of your departed servant Bishop Daniel
Mullins,

to whom you committed care of your family,
may, with the manifold fruit of his labours,
enter into the eternal gladness of his Lord.
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of

the Holy Spirit one God, for ever and ever.
Amen
Requiescat in Pace

Please turn to page 4

Emeritus Bishop of
Menevia the Rt
RevTom Burns
blesses the coffin of
his predecessor
before the procession
to his committal
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Green Willow Funerals
Personalised Funeral Services and Funeral Plans

All profits donated to charity
Caring, sensitive bespoke funeral services

Telephone 02920 52 42 00

www.greenwillowfunerals.com

We welcome no-obligation enquiries
and cater for ‘pre-need’ funeral
plans which help:

Limit costs

Record your wishes

Relieve pressure on family
and loved ones

Funeral Mass for Bishop Daniel Mullins
Here are more pictures from the Funeral Mass of Bishop Daniel, at the Cathedral Church of St Joseph, Swansea.

Above: Priests from the diocese gather to honour their late Bishop

Left: Former Bishop of Menovia Mark Jabale delivers the homily in
tribute to Bishop Mullins

Below: Archbishop George Stack leads the tributes as Apostolic
Administrator of Menevia

Bottom: The Rt Rev Tom Burns, Bishop Emeritus of Menavia, makes
the final commendation, sprinkling and incensing the coffin of
Bishop Mullins..

After the final commendation the coffin was processed outside of the church for
the final burial in the crypt.

Diocesan priests and the choir gather for the Funeral Mass
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See article on page 1. Here are more pictures of the great day for the Catholic Faith when a new shrine was
dedicated to St David Lewis, at Usk

Fr Bernard Sixtus, Jesuit Principal Fr Damian Howard, Archbishop George and Jesuit Fr Adrian. The Jesuit Order
paid for the construction of the new shrine

In the shrine the original gravestone of St David Lewis

A new shrine for Saint David Lewis

The church was full of parishioners and guests tp pay tribute to Saint David Lewis

Fr Sixtus, the parish priest, holds the text as Fr Damian pays tribute to his Jesuit
predecessor

Archbishop George display the historic 17h century monstrance gifted to the
church in honour of St David Lewis

• Continued from Page 1

Father David Lewis was canonised on Sunday
25th October 1970 by Pope Paul VI

The Archbishop of Cardiff George Stack spoke
at the dedication and said:

“The sacred space of which we speak also
extends to graveyards. It is no accident that we
bless graves and bury people in “consecrated
ground”. Surely no ground is more hallowed and
consecrated than graveyard which contains the
remains of our great martyr, St. David Lewis at St.

Mary’s Priory. “The blood of the martyrs is the
seedbed of the Church” wrote St. Irenaeus in the
second century. And just as “Remember” lies at
the heart of our Eucharistic Faith, so too the re-
membering, the putting back together of the
heroic life and witness of David Lewis, is the living
link of the sacrifice which he and so many others
made for our beautiful faith.

We keep his memory alive

“By 1605 Fr. Robert Jones had established in this

part of Wales a Catholic mission involving the Jesuits and
Welsh secular clergy.This was largely supported by Lady
Frances Somerset Morgan of Llantarnam and the rest of the
Somerset family at Raglan Castle. Usk,Raglan and Llantarnam
are each “Holy Ground” on which our martyrs stood. Not least
among them the Jesuit Fr. David Lewis and the secular priest
Fr John Lloyd who was martyred in Cardiff just a few days
before the death of David Lewis here in Usk. They were known
to have been together at the Jesuit College at the Cwm in
1655 before continuing to work on the mission until caught up
in the madness of the Titus Oates plot in 1679.

“The annual procession to the grave of St. David Lewis helps
to keep his memory alive. The beautiful renovation of this
shrine will open up his story to future generations. Ours is a
religion of signs, symbols and sacraments. How wonderful it
will be to see and touch and venerate sacred objects which
put us in contact with those who have gone before us marked
with the sign of faith, the sign of the cross, the sign of
martyrdom.

The Jesuit gift for the chapel

“Today is a day of thanksgiving. Thanksgiving to the Society of
Jesus for their generosity in paying for the new chapel of St.
David Lewis and the gift of his portrait which will hang there. To
the Heritage Lottery Fund 

and all who contribute to it. To our project officers who
accompanied the project with skill, expertise and goodwill. To
Rita King whose bequest enabled the parish to pay a
significant portion of the necessary funding. Thanks to
parishioners and residents of the town of Usk for their patience
and support of the ongoing work. And thanks to Fr. Bernard
Sixtus, the parish priest, for his leadership and guidance

bringing this work to fulfilment.”
Also at the dedication was

the Jesuit Father Provincial, Fr
Damian Howard SJ,
accompanied by Fr Adrian
Porter SJ.

Fr Sixtus, who in addition to
being the parish priest is also
Director of Religious Education
(Schools) in the Archdiocese of
Cardiff said:

“Fr Adrian, who has the
Education brief for the Jesuits
and who was here in the
archdiocese to address head
teachers and governors on the
Pupil Profile a few years ago –
has been instrumental in
helping us gain the Jesuit
support of [and payment for…]
our chapel; he has also just
now been able to get for us an
offer of a painting of St Francis
Xavier for the new chapel from
the Dutch Province of the
Jesuits). Robert suggested it
might therefore be good for Fr
Howard to bless/assist with the
blessing of the chapel itself.”
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Act now to save parents’ rights over religious education
Archbishop Stack writes: The Welsh Government

wants to take away the rights of parents to

withdraw their children from both Religious

Education (RE) and Relationships and Sex

Education (RSE). They also want to dumb-down the

subject of RE and force schools to teach children

about worldviews instead.

The Church teaches that family is much more than just
a unit in the culture or economy. Parents are the
primary educators of their children and our schools aid
them in that task. While parents may choose various
modes of education for their children it remains the

parents' duty above anyone else's to teach their
children. This necessarily means remaining informed
and involved in the education children are receiving
and supplementing or moderating when the need
arises. The proposals by the Welsh Government
remove this fundamental basic right of parents.
Concern must also be taken when looking at the
Religious Education provision for our children. For
families who do not currently have the option of
sending their children to a Catholic school, they must
be allowed to retain the right to withdraw their child
from RE in their own school. Also the proposed

introduction of worldviews as a central focus for RE
provision moves the subject away from a theological
discipline into a more sociological model i.e. removing
God who is at the centre of everything and replacing
Him with secular ideology.
Archbishop George is asking parishioners to urgently
contact their Assembly Members and demand that the
State does not usurp parents' rights to decide how to
teach these sensitive topics to their children. To
contact your AMS please visit the Catholic Education
Service website www.catholiceducation.org.uk.
See editorial on Page 3

The God who
Speaks – 
retreats at 
Belmont 
Abbey 2020
Belmont Abbey has launched its most

ambitious programme of retreats and day

events to date, with over 35 scheduled

throughout 2020.

An important focus is joining the Church in
England and Wales celebrating and exploring
the Bible and the ‘God Who Speaks’. It
commemorates the 1600th anniversary of the
death of the great scripture scholar, St Jerome,
who once remarked that ‘Ignorance of Scripture
is ignorance of Christ’.

So many people feel they don’t know the
Bible well enough, therefore 2020 begins with
a day retreat on 11 January giving an overview
of our Sunday Gospel for the year, Journey with
Matthew. Then a weekend overview of the Old
Testament to make sense of what is a library of
books, entitled Unfolding the Story, takes place
between 31 January and 2 February. Later
Scripture weekends include Many Mountains to
Climb, with Abbot Paul, Tune your Ear to
Wisdom, an introduction to Lectio Divina with Fr
Brendan, and The Community of St John with
Fr Alistair.

Christine Dodd will lead a day Praying when
Life Hurts and John Huntriss will be picking up
questions from the Book of Job through Lord
why are you doing this to me?

For Catholics, God speaks to us also through
the living voice of the Church. Every
Wednesday during Lent we will focus on Pope
Francis’ first great teaching document, his
vision and programme for the Church,
Evangelium Gaudii - the Joy of the Gospel.

There is a special day planned for February
that will be one of the highlights of the year.
The acclaimed biographer of Pope Francis,
Austen Ivereigh, will lead a day asking What is
Pope Francis asking of the Church...and of me?
His biography of the Pope The Great Reformer
has been called the ‘best English language
biography of the Pope’, and he has been called
the ‘most astute historian of the pontificate of
St Francis’. It should be an insightful day on
where Pope Francis is taking the Church and
how he wants us to follow.

This is just a sample of Belmont Abbey’s new
programme. To request a brochure send an
email to the Retreat Secretary, Fr Alistair at
retreat@belmontabbey.org.uk or phone 01432
374750. 

All the events for 2020 are on the Belmont
website, so take a look at
www.belmontabbey.org.uk. The Belmont
Community will be happy to welcome you in
the New Year for what promises to be a
wonderful year.

Christmas Mass times

Here are the Christmas Mass times for St Teilo’s and
Our Lady of Lourdes:

Tuesday 24th December
6:00 pm – Christmas Vigil Mass – Our Lady of Lourdes,
Gabalfa
Wednesday 25th December
Midnight – Christmas Midnight Mass – St. Teilo’s,
Whitchurch (Carols from 11.30 pm)
9:00 am – Mass of Christmas Dawn – St. Teilo’s,
Whitchurch
10:30 am – Mass of Christmas Day – St. Teilo’s,
Whitchurch

We also have two seasonal concerts:

Christmas Carol Concert and Minced Pies – Our Lady
of Lourdes, Gabalfa
On Thursday December 5th, at 7pm, the parish will host
a Christmas Carol Concert at Our Lady of Lourdes
Church. The doors will open at 6.30pm. Tickets may be
bought after Mass each weekend or on the door on the
night. 
The concert is being held to raise funds for Tenovus and
will be led by the Tenovus South Choir who will be joined
by the St. Mary’s Primary School Choir. 
The Concert will be followed by a get together in the
Parish Hall with minced pies, wine, tea and coffee and a
Cake Sale. Tickets are £5.

Christmas Concert at St Teilo’s, Whitchurch
Back by popular demand following the sell out concert
last April. The Local Vocals community choir lead by Mary

Chichester, who is a member of the Parish, are
performing their Christmas Show at St Teilo’s Church on
Tuesday, December 10th at 7pm. Tickets are £4 - For
tickets contact Mary 07795371762. The charity for the
evening is the Homeless.

Monday 16th December - Confessions - 7-8pm - Our
Lady & St Illtyd’s Church, Llantwit Major. Friday 20th
December - 7pm - Llantwit Major - Service of Readings
and Carols. Tuesday December 24th - 10pm - Mass of
‘Midnight’ - St Cadoc’s, Cowbridge Wednesday
December 25th - 10am - Mass of ‘Dawn’ - Our Lady & St
Illtyd’s, Llantwit Major.

Saint Helen’s Caerphilly have Vigil Mass of the Nativity
6.30pm, Tuesday 24th December; Mass in the Night of
the Nativity 12 midnight;

Morning Mass of the Nativity 10.30am 25th December.

Our Lady and St. Michael's - Abergavenny

Christmas Eve - Llanarth 5pm.
Our Lady's 9pm.
Christmas Day - Our Lady's 10am.

Also Parish Carol Service Wednesday 18th December
7pm.
School Carol Service - Thursday 12th December
6.00pm.

Sunday 15 December St David’s Cathedral. Carol
Service 3pm

Tuesday 24 December St David’s Cathedral “Midnight
Mass” 10pm

Three minute reading and meditation with

Teresa O’Driscoll

teresa@teresaodriscoll.co.uk
You will need a bible, a chair, and few minutes
alone
In Advent it is all too easy to get lost in
preparations surrounding the secular
celebrations of Christmas. You know the kind
of thing: shopping for food, gifts, and those
pretty touches of seasonal glamour. All fine. All
good. But try not to lose the plot! The central
event for us remains the Nativity. Try this quick
and simple method to bring Christ back into
focus.
1. Read John 1:1-14
2. Sit up straight and close your eyes. Breathe
in deeply through the nose. Hold a few
seconds. Breathe out through the mouth and
as you do so feel the whole of your body relax.
3. Now meditate for a few moments on the
fact that God, the Creator of everything, loved
us so much that, for our sake, He became a
tiny helpless babe.
4. Now say this prayer – or one of your own –
‘Dear Lord, You came to earth to show me the
way to heaven. I am not worthy but I thank You
with everything that is within me for this
greatest of all gifts.’
5. When you are ready breathe in and out
deeply as before. Then open your eyes and
have a big stretch.
Teresa O’Driscoll is the author of 9 Days to
Heaven, How to make everlasting meaning of
your life

Let Biblical Inspiration
Fire Your Imagination!



Wanted for the
Missions

Large Statues (Even damaged
ones), old vestments, pictures,
church fittings, rosaries, prayer

books, religious books, relics etc.

Please ring 
Mr. B. Ferris KSC, 

102 Moor St, Earlsdon, 
Coventry CV5 6EY
M: 07764 460041

H. TOVEY • J. TOVEY
J. CORTEN • R. DALE

K. FOSTER • D. O’CONNELL

01633 266848
Newport Funeral Home,

9/11 Cardiff Road, Newport
(opposite Royal Gwent Hospital)

www.toveybros.co.uk

A trusted family business serving 
local families and the community in

South East Wales for six generations
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World Day of the Poor – 
St Peter’s Cardiff Responds to 
the Call of Pope Francis 
Sunday 17th November was designated the

World Day of the Poor. Pope Francis has

called for Christians to be more engaged

with the needs of those who live on the

margins of our society. 

This might include the lonely, the homeless,
the infirm and disabled. The Gospel has a
radical message that we should align
ourselves with the suffering of the poor.

The World Day of the Poor is intended to
challenge Christians not just to give alms but
to meet their need for being included and
listened to.

The parishioners of St Peter’s Church and St
Peter’s Primary School responded to this call.
Their response was two-fold. Firstly, to give
alms in terms of food donations for the food
bank and of items of personal care for the
homeless and those who were in severe need.
These would be distributed by members of the
SVP.

The parish arranged a Soup and Roll lunch
to which the homeless were invited. Personal
invitations were distributed through the streets
of Cardiff and through those working closely
with rough sleepers.

There is an intimate link between the
practice of our faith in terms of the liturgy and
how that faith is acted out in the world.

The liturgy for the Sunday masses at St
Peter’s reflected the teaching of the Church
on social action with the Offertory procession
at the 9.30am Mass being led by pupils from
St Peter’s PS. They are members of the Mini
Vinnies – a junior branch of the St Vincent de
Paul. The group learn about the work of the
SVP and responded positively to the chance to

make their contribution.
At the end of the 11.30am Mass,

parishioners joined with those who had been
invited to share a simple meal at the Bedford
St Community Hall. The Hall is well-known to
many as one of the places where the Christian
churches in Cardiff operate the Winter
Homeless Project giving a meal and a warm
place to sleep.

At the end of the meal, those who had been
invited were given small gifts as a sign of our
commitment to answering the call of the Pope
to hear the voice of the poor.

Crib 
Offering

Your donation will help the Catholic Children’s Society 
provide mental health services, family support and 

emergency grants for vulnerable children

www.cathchild.org.uk               Registered Charity 210920

Please consider making                
a donation at the Crib

“The Catholic Children’s Society brings 
God’s message of hope and love to 
disadvantaged children and families”
Cardinal Vincent Nichols

Year of the 
Word 2020
Catholic Province of Cardiff, Wales &

Herefordshire Scripture Study Days, the

Cornerstone, 10 am – 12 noon

1. An Exposition of the Documents: ‘Dei
Verbum’ and ‘Verbum Domini’
Fr. Laurence Bryce - December 7th 2019

2. The Gospel of Matthew
Mrs. Sarah Beresford (Catholic Bible School) -
January 11th 2020

3. How the Old Testament helps us to
understand the New Testament
Fr. Nick James - February 15th 2020

4. Encountering Jesus as the Messiah in
Matthew's Gospel
Fr. Tim McGrath - March 28th 2020

5. Celebrating, Living and Sharing ‘The God
Who Speaks’
Deacon Rob Coyne - May 16th 2020

6. The Vision of John’s Gospel.
Fr. Bernard Sixtus - June 20th 2020

7. A Biblical Journey Through the Mass
Revd. Dr. Gareth Leyshon – July 18th

8. A Brief Look at St. Paul’s Life and Teachings
Canon Matthew Jones - September 12th 2020

9. The Gospel of Mark Deacon Maurice
Scanlon - October 10th 2020

10. The Gospel of Luke Deacon Philip
Manghan - November 7th 2020
11. The Scriptures in Advent Mrs. Kate Duffin -
December 5th 2020

We will 
remember 
them!
On Remembrance Sunday

Archbishop George blessed

the Garden of Remembrance

at St David’s Metropolitan

Cathedral. The Cathedral

Choir sang excerpts from

Faure’s Requiem Mass
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The Caring Funeral Service
Award Winning Independent Funeral Homes

Award Winning, 
Independent 

Funeral Arrangers

Privileged to have
served the Catholic

community since 1989

• Private Rest Rooms

• 24HR Call-Out Service

• 5* Client Reviews

• Caring, Dignified, Personal & Professional 

Service

• Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

Caerphilly Funeral Services
Parc Avenue Funeral Home
Crossways, CAERPHILLY
CF83 3AZ
(02920) 862100

caerphillyfuneralservices.com

Church Village Funeral Services
Cardigan Close Precinct
Tonteg, PONTYPRIDD
CF38 1LD
(01443) 203966

churchvillagefuneralservices.co.uk

The God Who
Speaks’: 
A Year of the Word
Sacred Scripture, the Bible, the word of God, the Holy Book is at

the heart of everything the Church says and does. It is permeates

our prayer and worship, how we understand the world, how we are

called to live and how we relate to each another.

2020 marks the 10th anniversary of Verbum Domini – the Apostolic
Exhortation of Pope Benedict XVI on ‘The Word of the Lord’ and will also
be 1,600th anniversary of the death of St Jerome. As such the Catholic
Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales have designated 2020 a
year of focus on the Bible and ‘The God Who Speaks’.

During the year, we will be celebrating, living and sharing God‘s word
in an exciting and new way. We will have the opportunity to enrich
current practice and to develop and explore new ways of responding to
‘The God who Speaks’.

“For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged
sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of
marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart”.
(Hebrews 4:12)

God continues to speak through His word and can transform our
hearts and communities. To help this transformation there will be three
themes of celebrating, living and sharing God’s word.

As news, events, activities and resources become available, we will
update this section of our website. Check back often to make good use
of this Year of the Word.

In anticipation of this dedicated year in the life of our Church, the
Bishops invite anyone who is interested to take part in a preparation
survey to help plan this special year. Visit ‘The Survey’ to take part at
www.cbcew.org.uk/home/events/the-god-who-speaks/

PASTORAL LETTER OF ARCHBISHOP GEORGE STACK FOR
THE 1600th ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEATH OF ST. JEROME
Dear Brothers and Sisters

“The word of God is something alive and
active: it cuts like any double-edged sword but
more finely: it can slip through the place where
the soul is divided from the spirit, or joints from
the marrow; it can judge the secret emotions
and thoughts. No created thing can hide from
him; everything is uncovered and open to the
eyes of the one to whom we must give an
account of ourselves”. (Hebrew 4:12)
With those dramatic words, the author of the
letter to the Hebrews reminds us of the power
and the beauty of god’s word “written” in the
Bible “spoken” and “revealed” in the
Incarnation of Jesus, the Word of God Made
Flesh. It is he who dwells amongst us. No
wonder Pope Benedict XVI proclaimed “The
Church is built upon the word of God, She is
born from and lives by that word”. (Verbum
Domini chapter 3). Not only is the Church built
upon the word of God. The life of each believer
is sustained and nourished by that word both
in personal prayer and devotion. It is in
responding to the proclamation of God’s word
by the quality of our life, and ultimately, in
union with Jesus Christ. It is in the Holy
Communion we make and receive during
Mass that we truly are nourished as members
of the Body of Christ.
The year 2020 marks the 1600th anniversary
of the death of St. Jerome who translated the
Bible into the Vulgate, into Latin, which was the
common language of the people. To mark this
important anniversary, the Bishops of England
and Wales have dedicated the year 2020 as
“A Year of the Word”. We have chosen the
theme: “The God Who Speaks”. In the past,
Catholics have been accused of neglecting the
scriptures. The three-yearly cycle of the
Lectionary which we hear during the Liturgy of
the Word Sunday by Sunday has been a
precious gift in the life of the Church as it
nourishes the life and faith of its’ people.
During this coming year, we are invited as a
Church and as individuals to engage afresh
with the word of God in the following ways:

1. CELEBRATING GOD’S WORD

We remember “In the beginning was the Word
and the Word was with God and the Word was
God”. (Gospel of John 1:1). That same word
was spoken to Moses and the People of Israel
(Deuteronomy 34:10) and to the prophets (Cf.
Nehemiah 8). The response of the people in
faith forms the chronicle of the history of
Salvation in response to God’s Revelation. The

Hebrew Bible, which we call the Old
Testament, is fulfilled in the coming of Jesus,
the Messiah whom the prophets had foretold.
At the beginning of his ministry in the
synagogue in Nazareth, Jesus quoted the
prophet Isiah when he said: “The Spirit of the
Lord has been given to me ....... This text is
being fulfilled today even as you listen”.(Luke
4:18). The reading of the Gospels and the
letters of the New Testament give us privileged
access to this revealed truth.

2. LIVING THE WORD

God’s word is not just a chronicle of past
events. It is “alive and active” (cf Hebrew 4:12)
and challenges us to respond in faith and
action. It is one of the primary sources of our
relationship with God. “Speak, Lord, your
servant is listening” (1 Samuel 3:10).
Ultimately, we listen to the promptings of God’s
Spirit in the silence of our hearts. “Heart
speaks to Heart” as Blessed John Henry
Newman reflected. We look forward to his
canonisation by Pope Francis in October.

3. SHARING THE WORD

God’s word is not just for ourselves, but needs
to be shared with those amongst whom we
live and work. Most obviously this is done
through the care and example we offer to
ourselves and others in the challenges of
everyday living. Not merely caring for those
who are poor in body, mind or spirit, but
challenging the very structures which create
such poverty and problems. The prophets of
the Old Testament constantly condemn
injustice and oppression. The social teaching
of the Catholic Church is often described as
our best kept secret.

4. AS A DIOCESE

Each Diocese in England and Wales is
uniquely placed to embrace “The God who
Speaks: A Year of the Word”. Each parish has
an enormous resource of devoted and
committed people who, each in their own way,
are able to share the Good News of the
Gospel. During the coming year, the Church
will listen to the Gospel of Matthew during
Mass on Sunday. Individual copies of that
gospel will be distributed to parishioners in
order that they may, in turn, offer them to
others as a gift.

Yours devotedly + George Stack

Archbishop of Cardiff

Advent Retreat
St. David’s Catholic College, Ty-Gwyn Road, Cardiff CF23 5QD

December 14th 2019

10.30 – 15.00

“The Word of God is something alive and active” (Hebrews 4:12)

During this Advent Retreat we shall focus on how we listen to God.
In the Old Testament God said, “listen, Israel” and in the New Testament a voice is heard from

heaven saying, “This is my beloved Son, listen to Him.” When we proclaim that the Word of
God is alive, we are saying that we believe that God is actively speaking to us because He

wants be close to us, ‘restore our soul’ and as the Good Shepherd, tenderly guide us to
‘green pastures’. But are we listening?

Together we shall reflect on the power of God’s Word to bring forth life, just like at the time of
Creation and we shall focus on three pathways into listening: Adoration, the Bible and the

Voice of the Poor.
The retreat is free of charge and open to people of all faiths and no faith. Registration is at

10am with a 10.30am start.
Lunch will be provided. To allow us to organise the event adequately and provide a meal for
all people attending, please contact Christian Mahoney on 07764515864 or e-mailchristian-

mahoney2@gmail.comto confirm your attendance.

Launch of the Year of the Word

December 1st 2019 - First Sunday of Advent – Sunday Evening Prayer II and Benediction
at St. David’s Cathedral, Cardiff at 3.30pm.

Launch of the Year of the Word in all parishes.

Sunday Evening Prayer and Benediction where possible

Also planned for the Archdiocese: a Scripture Tourin Cardiff together with an Artist’s Exhibition
on July 15th and 16th 2020. Details for these will be published as they are confirmed.
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