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This is the statue of Saint David, the patron Saint of
Wales, was designed and modelled by sculptor Barry
Davis RCA.
Davies created the piece following extensive and

thorough research into the life of the 6th Century
Saint. Every element depicted, from his miter and
stole to the crozier, is as historically accurate as the
scholarly community’s current knowledge of Welsh
history allows.
Moreover, Davies ventures a step further where he

depicts him at 60 years old, with subtle evidence of
arthritis in his fingers. The artist wanted to offer a
true representation of life in 6th century Wales, which
would undoubtedly have been hard.
Carved in plaster and polished in liming wax, this

statue is designed to be cost in bronze.
Standing with a crozier in his left hand he reaches

out to greet with his right hand.
Barry Davies RCA

Saint 
David 
statue 
takes its
place in
Cathedral 
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Chapter Mass
Fr Nicholas James was installed at a Chapter Mass in St David’s Metropolitan Cathedral. He is pictured here
with other members of the Chapter at a special Mass to celebrate his installation.
We congratulate him and wish him all the best.

Welcome Ukrainian refugees
call to government
Meeting in London the Presidents
and Vice-Presidents of the
Catholic Bishops’ Conferences of
England and Wales, Ireland, and
Scotland have appealed to
Catholics to ‘sustain the prayer
and self-denial of Lent as a
constant offering to God, begging

for and end to the pointless
violence in Ukraine’.
They ask fellow Christians

everywhere, including Patriarch Kirill
and all in the Russian Orthodox
Church to join in solidarity ‘in daily
spiritual and practical efforts for a
ceasefire, for humanitarian outreach

and the silencing and laying down
of weapons.’They also call on the
UK and Irish governments to ‘offer
an open and generous welcome’ to
Ukrainians seeking refuge from the
violence.In their statement they
write:‘In the face of the shocking
loss of life, bloodshed,
displacement of people and
destruction of property in Ukraine,
we make these heartfelt
appeals.‘We ask our Catholic
communities to sustain the prayer
and self-denial of Lent as a
constant offering to God, begging
for an end to this pointless
violence.‘We ask our fellow
Christians everywhere, including
Patriarch Kirill and all in the Russian
Orthodox Church, to join in
solidarity with us in daily spiritual
and practical efforts for a ceasefire,
for humanitarian outreach and the
silencing and laying down of
weapons.

“Proud to call you my
partner” – Education
Secretary tells
Catholic Educators
Speaking to a gathering of Catholic educators
in Parliament on Wednesday, 23 February, the
Secretary of State for Education, the Right
Honourable Nadim Zahawi MP said he was
“proud to call” the Catholic Church a “partner”
in the provision of education.
The event was hosted by Conservative MP Mary

Robinson and was celebrating the 175th
anniversary of the founding of the Catholic
Education Service (CES).
To mark the occasion the CES also used the

opportunity to launch a new publication entitled
Catholic Schools: Partners in Formation. The book
gives a brief overview of the history of Catholic
education in England and Wales as well as a
reflection on why the Church continues to provide
Catholic schools with their distinct ethos.
A copy of the book was presented to the

Secretary of State by the Rt Rev Marcus Stock,
Bishop of Leeds and Chairman of the Catholic
Education Service.
The event was attended by more than 100

guests including representatives from Dioceses,
Catholic universities, and other Catholic
educational institutions.
Also in attendance was Amanda Spielman,

Chief inspector of Ofsted, the Children’s
Commissioner, Dame Rachel De Souza,
representatives from the DfE, MPs (including the
Rt Hon Jacob Rees Mogg) and members of the
House of Lords.
In his speech to the assembled guests Bishop

Marcus Stock said: “When it comes to being
partners, the Catholic Church was the first
provider of schools in England.“
Today with 2,200 schools, 850,000 pupils and

50,000 members of staff, and four universities, it
is the second-largest provider of education in our
country. This is an incredible achievement, and
represents one of the most successful
Government partnerships, in the delivery of such
an essential service as education and schooling.”
Responding to the bishop in his speech the Rt

Hon Nadim Zahawi MP said: “I am extremely
grateful to be given an opportunity to speak to
you all in person at this important event to
celebrate 175 years of the Catholic Education
Service.“
175 years is a significant achievement, so I just

want to thank everyone in the room, and of course
colleagues here who are so supportive of this
extraordinary human endeavour and recognise
the incredible valuable work that you do and have
done and continue to on behalf of so many young
people and staff in school across our country. 
“You deserve high praise, since many of your

schools serve some of our most diverse and
disadvantaged communities where the challenges
include reaching out to those families where
neither parent may be in work or those for whom
English is a second language – as it was for this
Secretary of State.”
The Secretary of State concluded his speech by

saying, in reference to the Catholic Church’s
historic roll as a provider of schools that he was
“proud to call [the Church] my partner”. 

Page 2_Layout 1  08/03/2022  15:25  Page 1



CATHOLIC PEOPLE 3

Editorial
The tragedy of
Ukraine 
There are several articles in this
edition highlighting the appalling
attack on Ukraine by Putin.

In these articles there are ways
suggested in which you can help the
brave Ukrainian people. Please look
at them and take action.

Well over one million Ukraininans
have fled the country and are seeking
refuge in the West. Poland has done
a magnificent job is caring for these
refugees, mainly women and children
since many of the men have stayed
behind to fight the Russian invaders.

The British government has been
tardy in providing refuge for
Ukrainians, unlike brave Polands. We
need swift action to grant visas to
refugees and find them shelter in the
UK with great speed.

There is, of course, Russian
demonstrations against the way
Putin is bombing and shelling
civilians in particular but these
Russian protesters are being arrested
and locked up.

Putin is a war criminal and, hopefully,
will be held to account in the future. 

Aid to the Church in Need is set to
despatch €1 million in immediate
emergency aid as Ukraine
descends into a state of war.
With project partners reporting a

deepening catastrophe, the ACN aid
will help the Church in Ukraine as it
ministers to a country invaded by
Russian troops.
From Kiev, Fr Roman Laba told

ACN that five rocket attacks had
struck the capital, including one at 5
am yesterday (Thursday), which killed
seven and wounded 17:
“Many people came looking for

help so we have set emergency
accommodation in the basement of

our monastery and church. We have
around 80 people with us.”
Another priest from Mariupol, 37

miles from the Russian border, said:
“Older and sick people are asking

us to go to them and hear their
confession. They want to be ready for
death if it should come to that.”
The emergency aid will meet the

essential needs – including heating,
lighting, water and food – of the
diocese’s 57 priests as well as the 54
members of religious communities,
enabling them to continue their vital
ministry to those struggling to make
ends meet.
Bishop Honcharuk said: “People

need consolation, strength and
support. The immediate emergency
grant by ACN, in addition to its
current support, will strengthen the
Catholic Church in Ukraine in its
commitment to stay on the ground
and keep serving its flock in the face
of military and economic war.”
As part of the emergency package,

the charity has also committed to
ensuring 6,229 priests and members
of religious congregations across the
country receive subsistence aid to
help them carry on their pastoral
work. Please join us in support and
prayers for the Church in Ukraine at
this very critical and difficult time. 

Prayers For 

Ukraine
Let us not forget our brothers and
sisters in Ukraine at this critical
moment. Make this Ash
Wednesday even more special as
we take up Pope Francis’ call for
prayer and fasting: 
“I invite everyone to make this
coming 2nd March, Ash
Wednesday, a Day of Fasting for
Peace: let believers dedicate
themselves intensively to prayer
and fasting. May the Queen of
Peace preserve the world from the
madness of war.” 

Pope Francis responds to the suffering people of Ukraine

In service of a mission of peace, Pope Francis has
announced that he has sent two Cardinals to Ukraine
as an expression of the Church’s solidarity with the
suffering people of the eastern European country.
Polish Cardinal Konrad Krajewski, the Almoner of His

Holiness, the Pope’s official almsgiver, has departed for
the border between Poland and Ukraine. He will visit
refugees and volunteers in shelters and homes.
Meanwhile, Cardinal Michael Czerny, the Prefect ad

interim of the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human
Development, is heading to Hungary to visit reception
centres for migrants crossing the border. He is scheduled
to arrive on Tuesday, 8 March.
Both Cardinals are directed to Ukraine and, depending

on the situation, they intend to reach the country in the
coming days.
The Cardinals will bring aid to the needy and serve as

“the presence not only of the Pope, but of all the Christian
people who express solidarity with the people of Ukraine
and say: ‘War is madness! Stop, please! Look at this
cruelty!’ Rivers of blood and tears are flowing in Ukraine. It
is not merely a ‘military operation’, but a war, which sows
death, destruction and misery.”
Pope Francis declared: “The number of victims is

increasing, as are the people fleeing, especially mothers
and children. The need for humanitarian assistance in that
troubled country is growing dramatically by the hour.“
I make a heartfelt appeal for humanitarian corridors to

be genuinely secured, and for aid to be guaranteed and
access facilitated to the besieged areas, in order to offer
vital relief to our brothers and sisters oppressed by bombs

and fear.
“I thank all those who are taking in refugees. Above all, I

implore that the armed attacks cease and that negotiation
– and common sense – prevail. And that international law
be respected once again!”
This latest action by Pope Francis is meant to also call

attention to the many similar situations throughout the
world. As the Holy Father said on the previous Sunday:
“With a heart broken by what is happening in Ukraine – let
us not forget the wars in other parts of the world, such as
Yemen, Syria, Ethiopia. I repeat: put down your weapons!
God is with the peacemakers, not with those who use
violence.” (Angelus, 27 February).
The Holy See has said that Cardinal Czerny will continue

drawing the sad similarity between the Ukrainians’
sufferings and the protracted conflicts that no longer
attract the world’s attention. In addition, he will raise
concern that African and Asian residents in Ukraine, also
suffering fear and displacement be allowed to seek refuge
without discrimination.
There are also alarming reports of increasing activities of

human trafficking and smuggling of migrants at the
borders and in the neighboring countries. Since most of
the people fleeing are believers, he will affirm that religious
assistance should be offered to everyone, with sensitivity
to ecumenical and interfaith differences. Finally, throughout
the praiseworthy efforts to offer humanitarian responses
and organise humanitarian corridors, there is great need
for coordination, good organisation and shared strategy, in
order to embrace people’s sufferings and provide effective
relief.
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Pope Francis pleads for peace in Ukraine
To the Clergy, Parishes and Catholic charities of
the Archdiocese of Cardiff and the Diocese of
Menevia.  To the Diocese of Wrexham for
information. To CSAN and Diocesan Caritas
contacts.  

Dear Archbishop George, Reverend Fathers, Reverend
Deacons, Caritas Steering Group members and friends
in the parishes, Catholic charities and organisations.    

Please find attached the Caritas Calling! March - April
2022 Bulletin which contains the following items:  

1. Appeal from Pope Francis – ‘make Ash Wednesday,
a Day of Fasting for Peace’ 

2. Appeal for prayers as Russian invasion of Ukraine
begins 

3. CSAN - Response to crisis in Ukraine 
4. Theme for 108th World Day of Migrants and
Refugees announced 

5. Family Fast Day is on Friday 11 March 
6. Could Your Parish Set Up A YCW Group? 
7. Could Your School Set Up An Impact! Group? 
8. The Pope’s Prayer intentions: 
March - For a Christian response to bioethical
challenges 

April - For health care workers  
9. The Cycle of Prayer 
10. Learning and Training Events – Archdiocese of
Cardiff 

11. For a Synodal Church: - 1.3 What is the aim of this
Synod? Objectives of the Synodal Process 

“I invite everyone to make next 2 March, Ash
Wednesday, a Day of Fasting for Peace. I encourage
believers in a special way to dedicate themselves
intensely to prayer and fasting on that day. May the
Queen of Peace preserve the world from the madness
of war.” Pope Francis’ Appeal at the General
Audience, Wednesday 23 February 2022 

War in Ukraine: Pope Francis goes to Russian
embassy to express concern 
Pope Francis spent more than a half-hour at the
Russian embassy on the Via della Conciliazione in
Rome on Friday morning. A day earlier, Cardinal Pietro
Parolin appealed for greater space for negotiations. 
Vatican News 25 February 2022, 13:52, By Salvatore
Cernuzio 
Pope Francis wished to express his concern about the
war in Ukraine when he went to the headquarters of
the Russian Embassy to the Holy See – headed by
Ambassador Alexander Avdeev — around midday
Friday morning. He arrived in a white car and remained
in the building on Via della Conciliazione for over half
an hour, as confirmed by the director of the Vatican
Press Office, Matteo Bruni. 
The full News item is available here:
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2022-
02/war-in-ukraine-pope-francis-goes-to-russian-
embassy.html

Prayer 
O God of peace, who are peace itself
and whom a spirit of discord

cannot grasp,
nor a violent mind receive,
grant that those who are one in heart
may persevere in what is good
and that those in conflict
may forget evil and so be healed.
Amen 
Roman Missal 
Yours in Christ, the Prince of Peace. 
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Caritas Calling! March / April 2022
A Monthly Bulletin for our local
parishes, charities and Catholic
Agencies

1. Appeal from Pope Francis – ‘make
Ash Wednesday, a Day of Fasting for
Peace’
2. Appeal for prayers as Russian
invasion of Ukraine begins
3. CSAN - Response to crisis in
Ukraine
4. Theme for 108th World Day of
Migrants and Refugees announced
5. Family Fast Day is on Friday 11
March
6. Could Your Parish Set Up A YCW
Group?
7. Could Your School Set Up An
Impact! Group?
8. The Pope’s Prayer intentions:
March - For a Christian response to
bioethical challenges
April - For health care workers 
9. The Cycle of Prayer
10. Learning and Training Events –
Archdiocese of Cardiff
11. For a Synodal Church: - 1.3 What
is the aim of this Synod? Objectives
of the Synodal Process

1. Appeal from Pope Francis – ‘make
Ash Wednesday, a Day of Fasting for
Peace’
APPEAL -
https:/francesco/en/audiences-udienza-
generale
My heart aches greatly at the worsening
situation in Ukraine. Despite the
diplomatic efforts of the last few weeks,
increasingly alarming scenarios are
opening up. Like me, many people all
over the world are feeling anguish and
concern. Once again the peace of all is
threatened by partisan interests. I would
like to appeal to those with political
responsibility to examine their
consciences seriously before God, who
is the God of peace and not of war; who
is the Father of all, not just of some, who
wants us to be brothers and not
enemies. I pray that all the parties
involved refrain from any action that
would cause even more suffering to the
people, destabilising coexistence
between nations and bringing
international law into disrepute.
And now I would like to appeal to
everyone, believers and non-believers
alike. Jesus taught us that the diabolical
senselessness of violence is answered
with God's weapons, with prayer and
fasting. I invite everyone to make next 2
March, Ash Wednesday, a Day of
Fasting for Peace. I encourage believers
in a special way to dedicate themselves
intensely to prayer and fasting on that
day. May the Queen of Peace preserve
the world from the madness of war.
2. Appeal for prayers as Russian
invasion of Ukraine begins
https://rcadc.org/invasion-ukraine/ 
As the world wakes up this morning to

the disturbing news that Russia has
crossed the border into Ukraine, two
separate appeals for prayer have been
issued by His Beatitude Sviatoslav
Shevchuk, Major Archbishop of the
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church & Rt.
Rev. Kenneth Nowakowski, Bishop of
the Ukraine Catholic Eparchy in London.
“Now more than ever before your
prayers and your acts of solidarity with
the Ukrainian people are needed.”
Bishop Kenneth Nowakowski. The
actions of the Russian Federation are
deeply disturbing not only for
International Relations but also good of
all peoples.  Just yesterday, Pope
Francis spoke of the ‘pain in my heart
over the worsening situation in Ukraine’
and asked us to make Ash Wednesday
a Day of Prayer and Fasting for the
situation in the Ukraine. Archbishop
George Stack invites all Catholics and
people of good in the Archdiocese of
Cardiff to join in solidarity in response to
these invitations to prayer. The letters of
both Bishops may be read in full below.
Letter of His Beatitude Sviatoslav -
https://rcadc.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/10/Letter-
Ukraine.pdf
Letter of Rt. Rev. Kenneth Nowakowski -
https://rcadc.org/wp-content/Outgoing-
Ukrainian-invasion.pdf
3. CSAN - Response to crisis in
Ukraine
https://www.csan.org.uk/news/response-
to-crisis-in-ukraine/
Updated 25 February 2022. CSAN is
deeply disturbed by reports of attacks
on Ukraine, and we pray for the work of
our sister Caritas agencies in Ukraine
and Russia. Caritas Ukraine has issued
a statement:
(English - https://caritas.ua/wp-
content/uploads/2022/02/230222-
statement-caritas-ukraine-1.docx). 
Caritas Internationalis has also released
a statement on behalf of all national
Caritas members and set up a global
appeal for donations to support the work
of Caritas Ukraine on the ground.
4. Theme for 108th World Day of
Migrants and Refugees announced
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/theme-2022-
world-day-of-migrants-and-refugees/
Pope Francis has chosen “Building the
Future with Migrants and Refugees,” as
the theme for the 108th World Day of
Migrants and Refugees, to be
celebrated on 25 September. The Day is
observed every year on the last Sunday
of September as an occasion to express
support and concern for people who are
forced to flee their homes, to encourage
Catholics worldwide to remember and
pray for those displaced by conflict and
persecution and increase awareness
about the opportunities that migration
offers. It  was first celebrated in 1914.
Building the future with migrants and
refugees According to the Migrants and
Refugees Section of the Vatican’s

Dicastery the Dicastery for Promoting
Integral Human Development, this year’s
theme highlights  the commitment that
we are all called to share in building a
future that embraces God’s plan, leaving
no one behind. Building with” means
recognizing and promoting the role that
migrants and refugees have to play in
this work of construction, because only
in this way will it be possible to build a
world that ensures the conditions for the
integral human development of all, a
communiqué explains. Pope Francis’
Message, featuring six sub-themes, will
explore how migrants and refugees are
able to contribute – now and in the
future – to the social, economic, cultural,
and spiritual development of societies
and ecclesial communities.
Resources As every year,  the Migrants
and Refugees Section will carry out a
communications campaign starting at
the end of March, aimed at fostering a
deeper understanding of the theme and
sub-themes through multimedia aids,
informational material, and theological
reflections.
5. Family Fast Day is on Friday 11
March 
Join in Family Fast Day with your parish,
friends and family so that more children
can grow up big and strong. By eating
simply and giving what you save, you'll
be making a place at your table for
children like Lombeh this Lent. Because
no child should go hungry.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=znd6
WLGVhpM
Lombeh was dangerously malnourished
as a baby. She was so small she almost
died. Lombeh’s mum, Amie, told us:
“The sickness was just getting worse
and we were scared.” Thankfully, Amie
and a small team of local health experts
made sure Lombeh got the support she
needed. Now, she’s big and strong.
Please support your parish to hold a
collection and share Lombeh's story at
the end of Mass by reading our short
talk. You could ask a young parishioner
to help you. Share this video of these
inspiring young parishioners giving the
short talk at Mass! Or share the video of
Lombeh above on your parish's social
media and with your family and friends.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YteR
lFTMPBA
6. Could Your Parish Set Up A YCW
Group? https://www.ycwimpact.could-
your-parish-set-up-a-ycw-group
As a movement that is officially

recognised by the Catholic Church, the
vast majority of YCW and Impact groups
have historically been present in
Catholic parishes across England and
Wales. We believe that the presence of
a YCW or Impact group greatly
enhances the life of a parish and we
would recommend as much interaction
as possible between the group and the
wider Catholic community. Starting an
YCW or Impact group in your parish
shows that you value young people and
wish to make a difference in the world
around us. Groups start in two ways.
However a group can only start when
there is an adult (over the age of 18 for
an Impact group or over the age of 30
for a YCW group) who is willing to act as
a chaplain or adult companion to the
group. The presence of an adult in the
life of the group is very important. The
founder of the YCW, Joseph Cardijn
famously stated that the YCW should be
“everything by the young people but
nothing without the chaplain.” If you are
an adult who wishes to start an Impact
group, due to our Safeguarding Policy
which is in line with national standards,
you will need to identify at least one
other person over the age of 18 who will
be willing to become a companion to
the group. Your parish priest may be
able to assist you in this task. If you are
a young person, we advise that you
speak to your parish priest and ask for
his support in setting up a group in your
parish. Whether you are a young person
or an adult who is committed to helping
young people the National Team are on
hand to assist you in any way. Please
contact the YCW Headquarters on 020
8203 6290 or info@ycwimpact.com. 
The National Team, including the
National Chaplain, can offer help and
support in setting up groups, supporting
and training chaplains and adult
companions and providing ongoing
advice with our publications, visits and
contact. Once your group is established
you will be invited to take part in
regional and national events where you
can meet and have fun with young
people from across the country.
7. Could Your School Set Up An
Impact! Group?
https://www.ycwimpact.com/news/2022
/2/14/could-your-school-set-up-an-
impact-group 
The YCW has developed over the years

• Continued on Page 6
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as an extra-curricular activity. The rise in
the number of lay chaplains in schools
has led to a renewed level of energy in
the pastoral care of students and an
increase in charitable works and
community outreach. Many teachers and
chaplains have come to understand that
the methodology and mission of the
Impact programme is an appropriate
way of combining these two important
principles. With chaplaincy or
accompaniment from a dedicated adult,
an Impact group in a school
enables young people grow
in confidence and
responsibility, deepen
their faith and develop
their interpersonal skills
and talents.  One of
the underlying
principles of Impact is
that it is run by young
people for young people.
However it usually
requires an adult (teacher or
chaplain) in the school to initiate
the process and act as a guide and
support. Due to the specialist nature of
working within a school environment,
sometimes it is necessary to be more
flexible with the structure of the group.
There are a number of different models
of Impact currently and it is important to
discover which model will suit your
school best. 
We would love to hear from schools who
are interested and may want to host a
visit from our National Training and
Development Team to discuss what we
can support the young people to deliver.
Use of “contact us” section or email
info@ycwimpact.com to get in touch
about this exciting opportunity.
8. The Pope’s Prayer intentions:
[Visit: https://thepopevideo.org/
each month for the latest video]
March - For a Christian response to
bioethical challenges
“We pray for Christians facing new
bioethical challenges; may they
continue to defend the dignity of all
human life with prayer and action.”
April - For health care workers 
“We pray for health care workers who
serve the sick and the elderly, especially
in the poorest countries; may they be
adequately supported by governments
and local communities.”
9. The Cycle of Prayer -
https://www.liturgyoffice.org.uk/Calendar
/2022/Ordo-2022.pdf
Throughout Ordinary Time: Winter we
are asked to pray for the following
intentions:
The Unemployed - especially on the
Sunday before 1st Sunday of Lent.
Throughout Lent we are asked to pray
for the following intentions:

Candidates for the Sacraments -
especially on the Sundays of Lent
The Needy and Hungry of the World -
especially on Lenten Fast Day – 11
March CAFOD
Women's World day of Prayer -
especially on 1st Friday – 4 March
Penitent and Wanderers
Throughout Easter we are asked to pray
for the following intentions:
New Members of the Church
Vocations - especially on World Day of
Prayer for Vocations — 4th Sunday of
Easter
Human Work - especially on St Joseph

the Worker —1 May
The right use of the Media -
especially on World
Communications day —
7th Sunday of Easter
The Church -
especially on
Pentecost
10. Learning and
Training Events –

Archdiocese of
Cardiff

The Archdiocese of Cardiff
runs regular online and in-

person training sessions. If you would
like to ‘brush up’ on your skills or learn
something new why not take a look at
the events page on the diocesan
website: www.rcadc.org/events.
Upcoming events are below with new
sessions regularly added so do check
back. If you have people waiting to learn,
please do ask to see if a tailor-made
session can be created for you.
InvestMyCommunity – Fundraising
Platform for Parishes & Community
Organisations
Description: InvestMyCommunity is the
active and current online giving platform
for the Archdiocese of Cardiff. With the
diminishing use of cash, this workshop
will be of interest for those who have
recently embraced or are considering
how to secure donations digitally,
whether that is securing the weekly
offering plate or to fund specific
projects, initiatives or causes. March 3 @
4:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Faith in the Future: Innovative ways to
raise funds and income
Faith in the Future: Innovative ways to
raise funds and income Suitable for: All
Places of Worship, Clergy, Parishioners,
Church Community, Volunteers Notes:
For further enquiries please contact
Gareth Simpson, Project & Volunteer
Manager, 02920 379483. March 8 @
1:30 pm - 3:30 pm
All Things Volunteering: Development
Team Volunteering Support
All Things Volunteering: Development
Team Volunteering Support Informal
support sessions with the diocesan
Volunteering Manager. Covering instantly
accessible ways to finding new
volunteers, recognising existing

volunteers, and being a ready ‘welcome
host’ for volunteers. 
March 9 @ 1.30 pm – 2.30 pm; April 5
@ 1.30 pm – 2.30 pm Meeting links to
follow
Six Ways to help your Parish:
Development Team Funding Surgery
Six Ways to help your Parish:
Development Team Funding Surgery
Suitable for: All, Parishioners, Church
Community, Volunteers, Clergy Notes:
For further queries contact Owen Collins,
Development Manager, at
Owen.Collins@rcadc.org or by phone on
077985 38736. Description: The last 18
months have proved a difficult time for
clergy and curia alike. As we start to
emerge from lockdown the
Development Team want to reconnect
with parishes. Development Manager,
Owen Collins, is hosting a monthly
online Funding Surgery. To learn how the
Development Team can help your parish
please use the link below for this
informal one-hour session, including -
Meeting the Development Team; Recent
and Current Projects; Support and
resources provided; Funding case
studies
Monday 21st Mar, 2pm – 3pm –
Meeting | Microsoft Teams
Faith in the Future: Rising to the climate
change challenge Responding to
climate change is an essential part of
our responsibility in caring for churches.
But, it goes beyond buildings, and
should also be considered when
planning events and activities.
Whether you’re just starting
to go green, or are
already on your journey
to environmental
sustainability join us
for some expert
advice and to hear
from places of worship
and volunteers about
their experiences.
In this seminar, our
speakers will offer advice
and practical examples to help
you - First steps, including working out
your carbon footprints; Prioritising
maintenance; Think about more than
just your building; How to integrate
environmental matters into inspections
and project work
Everyone involved in places of worship
across Wales is invited to attend. This
event is FREE for everyone, please
share your invite with anyone you think
might be interested. March 29 @
1:30pm - 3:30pm
Delivered by: National Churches Trust &
Wales Places of Worship Forum.
Booking: Faith in the Future: rising to the
climate change challenge Registration,
Tue 29 Mar 2022, 13:30
11. For a Synodal Church: - 1.3 What
is the aim of this Synod? Objectives
of the Synodal Process

https://press.vatican.va/content/salasta
mpa/it/bollettino/pubblico/2021/09/07/0
541/01166.html#What3
The Church recognizes that synodality is
an integral part of her very nature. Being
a synodal Church finds expression in
ecumenical councils, Synods of Bishops,
diocesan Synods, and diocesan and
parish councils… …synodality is not so
much an event or a slogan as a style
and a way of being by which the Church
lives out her mission in the world. The
mission of the Church requires the entire
People of God to be on a journey
together, with each member playing his
or her crucial role, united with each
other. A synodal Church walks forward in
communion to pursue a common
mission through the participation of
each and every one of her members.
The objective of this Synodal Process is
not to provide a temporary or one-time
experience of synodality, but rather to
provide an opportunity for the entire
People of God to discern together how
to move forward on the path towards
being a more synodal Church in the
long-term…
The current Synodal Process we are
undertaking is guided by a fundamental
question: How does this “journeying
together" take place today on different
levels (from the local level to the
universal one), allowing the Church to
proclaim the Gospel? and what steps is
the Spirit inviting us to take in order to
grow as a synodal Church? (PD, 2) In

this light, the objective of the
current Synod is to listen, as
the entire People of God,
to what the Holy Spirit is
saying to the Church.
We do so by listening
together to the Word
of God in Scripture
and the living Tradition
of the Church, and then
by listening to one

another, and especially to
those at the margins,

discerning the signs of the times.
In fact, the whole Synodal Process aims
at fostering a lived experience of
discernment, participation, and co-
responsibility, where a diversity of gifts is
brought together for the Church’s
mission in the world…
…the objective of this Synodal Process
is not only a series of exercises that start
and stop, but rather a journey of growing
authentically towards the communion
and mission that God calls the Church
to live out in the third millennium.

For more details on any of the items
in this Bulletin, or to consider forming
a parish Caritas team, 
please contact: Jim Barnaville,
Coordinator, Caritas Archdiocese of
Cardiff. Email caritas@rcadc.org

• Continued from Page 5

“We would love to
hear from schools
who are interested

and may want to host
a visit from our

National Training and
Development Team”

“Responding to
climate change is 
an essential part 

of our responsibility
in caring for
churches”

Page 6_Layout 1  08/03/2022  15:34  Page 1



Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The recognition by the president of the
Russian Federation of the
“independence and sovereignty” of the
self-proclaimed LNR and DNR creates
serious challenges and threats for the
entire international community and for
international law, on the basis of which
today people and their nations exist and
cooperate. 
Irreparable damage has been done to

the very logic of international relations,
which are called to safeguard peace and
the just order of societies, the supremacy
of law, the accountability of state powers,
the defence of the human being, human
life and natural rights. Today all of humanity
has been placed in danger—that the
powerful have a right to impose themselves
on whomever they wish, with no regard for
the rule of law.
In its decision the government of the

Russian Federation unilaterally withdrew
from a lengthy peace process, tasked with
ensuring the restoration of dignified
conditions for life on the territories
controlled by Russia in the Donetsk and
Luhansk regions of Ukraine, for those
impacted by Russian military aggression. 
The war, initiated against our people in

2014, has inflicted deep wounds on many
of our fellow citizens: thousands killed,
wounded, left in solitude. Yesterday’s step
taken by the president of the Russian
Federation destroyed foundational
principles for a long-term process of
restoring peace in Ukraine, created the
path for a new wave of military aggression
against our state, opened the doors for a
full scale military operation against the
Ukrainian people.
We consider the defense of our native

land, our historical memory and our hope,
our God-given right to exist to be the
personal responsibility and sacred duty of
the citizens of Ukraine. The defence of our
Fatherland is our natural right and civic
duty. We are strong when we are together.
Now has come the time to unite our efforts
in order to defend the independence,
territorial integrity and sovereignty of the
Ukrainian state. The duty and responsibility
of all of humanity—to actively work to avert
war and protect a just peace.
We are convinced that the world cannot

develop and find answers for the
challenges of today by resorting to might
and violence, by showing disdain for
shared human values and the truth of the

Gospel. I call upon all people of good will
to not ignore the suffering of the Ukrainian
people, brought on by Russian military
aggression. We are a people who love
peace. And precisely for that reason we are
ready to defend it and fight for it.
Today we call out in prayer to the

Almighty Creator, with a special appeal for
wisdom for those entrusted with making
important decisions for society, in whose
hands lies the fate of humanity. We ask the
Heavenly Father for assistance in restoring
a just peace on Ukrainian land.
We pray especially for those who defend

Ukraine, who in these days are for us an
example of loving sacrifice and dedicated
service to their people. May the merciful
Lord protect them from every danger and
crown their efforts with the victory of truth
and good.

We call for the gracious blessing of a
loving God and Creator upon Ukraine and
its people!

The blessing of the Lord be upon you

+Sviatoslav
Major Archbishop of the Ukrainian

Greek Catholic Church
Kyiv, Ukraine 
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Appeal of His Beatitude Sviatoslav to
the Sons and Daughters of the 
Ukrainian People in Ukraine and
Abroad, and to all
People of Good Will 

British Ambassador to the Holy See Chris Trott spoke
of the importance of promoting women as mediators
of peace and dialogue, especially in light of the
horrors occurring in Ukraine.
A seminar entitled “Church and Society: Women as

builders of Dialogue” seeks to highlight the powerful
message that “it’s important, when you build a dialogue of
any kind within a society, and in particular in a peace
process, that you engage women in that dialogue from
the very beginning and at every level, in order for that
dialogue to be successful.”
Ambassador Chris Trott, whose embassy is supporting

Caritas Internationalis in the joint seminar marking
International Women’s Day on 8 March, spoke to Vatican
News ahead of the event, explaining its aim in
emphasising the vitality of women as builders of hope, in

all contexts and throughout society.
Ambassador Trott noted that as all our thoughts turn to

the war in Ukraine, “there is no doubt at all that women
have a critical role to play both in the response to the
crisis and then in terms of trying to find a solution to that
crisis.”
Women must take part not just by sitting around the

table, or in the second row, he added. “Their voices must
first be listened to as you design your process and
solution”, and “women must then be empowered to
participate in the actual discussions.”

Church and Society: 

Women as builders 
of Dialogue
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Archbishop asks 
for a plea to a 
decline in 
parish income
Like every organisation and institution
in the country, the Church has been hit
by a significant decline in income
owing to the impact of the COVID
pandemic. Some parishes  have seen
a decline in collections and general
income  by 40%. Nonetheless,
expenses and the need for
maintenance remain the same - and in
some areas increase. None of u need
reminding of the increase in fuel
prices!

ONLINE GIVING

Online giving has been the ‘salvation’ in a
number of  parishes over these last two
years.  The new online donation platform
InvestMyCommunity  has been very
successful, particularly in All Saints
Newport and St. Teilo’s with Our Lady of
Lourdes, Cardiff. QR posters are being
prepared for each church in the diocese
so that parishioners and visitors with
smartphones can donate with ease.

3 minute reading and meditation with Teresa
O’Driscoll
Email: teresa@teresaodriscoll.co.uk

You will need a Bible, a chair, and few minutes alone

“Let us run with perseverance the race that is set
before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter
of our faith, Who for the joy that was set before Him
endured the cross...” (Hebrews 12:1-2)

Let Biblical Inspiration
Fire Your Imagination!

YES WE REALLY CAN SPRITUALLY PERSEVERE THIS LENT!  
Does the thought of Lenten sacrifices and extra spiritual efforts, after two years of a
coronavirus pandemic with all its trials, leave you cold? It is not surprising! However,
as St Paul reminds us, perseverance is at the very heart of commitment to our faith.
And then remember what Christ has done for us – His sacrifice, agony and death; all
for our salvation. Put that together with the fact that we are still here and able to read
this… Bear in mind too, that the ever-present Holy Spirit will help you to achieve your
Lenten goals. Try the following short meditation to focus on them.
1. Read Hebrews 12:1-4
2. Sit up straight and close your eyes. Breathe in deeply through the nose. Hold a few
seconds. Breathe out through the mouth and as you do so feel the whole of your
body relax.
3. Now meditate for a few moments on what perseverance in your faith means to
you.    
4. Now say this prayer – or one of your own – ‘Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for all
the ways you bless my life! Please help me to show, in my Lenten efforts, how much I
love You. I ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.’
5. When you are ready breathe in and out deeply as before. Then open your eyes
and have a big stretch.

I hope that the above helps you, even in a small way, to show your appreciation to
Christ this Lent.  
God bless,  
Teresa
For more on the above topic please see Teresa’s blog:
http://teresaodriscoll.blogspot.co.uk/
Teresa O’Driscoll is the author of 9 Days to Heaven, How to make everlasting
meaning of your life

The role of community-led organisations in town and city centre
regeneration, our parishes and churches have a valuable part to play.
Heritage Trust Network is hosting an upcoming in-person event in Merthyr
Tydfil with a morning of presentations and case studies from groups and
organisations that have successfully delivered projects in town centres in
Wales and elsewhere in the UK. After lunch there will be a walking tour of
Merthyr Tydfil High Street to see regeneration in action.  Booking essential,
see events link.
March 22 @ 10.00am - 3:00 pm (on site)

Community-led Town
Centre Regeneration

Online donation buttons have also
been installed on parish websites.
Further information on this method of
donating is available from Nadine
Salter in the Development Team
(Nadine.Salter@rcadc.org)

LEGACY GIVING

Legacy Giving remains an important
and beneficial source of income to
parishes. Nadine Salter, who managed
the Archbishop’s Food Voucher
Scheme, will be assuming a more
prominent role in promoting legacy
giving in the diocese. She will be
renewing our legacy promotional
material in the coming months. This
has already had  significant success
throughout the diocese. Should anyone
wish to participate in a focus group
exploring this important area, please
contact Nadine.Salter@rcadc.org

SICK AND RETIRED CLERGY FUND

Thanks to all who contributed to the
Sick and Retired Clergy collection last
November. To date, this has raised

£25.165. The appeal was not held in
2020 because of the second national
lockdown.  The collection in 2019
raised £38.458. The reduction is
obviously explained in the first
paragraph of this report.
Feedback,comments,suggestions
would be welcomed by our
Development Manager, Owen Collins,
who can be contacted on 077985
38736 or  Owen.collins@rcadc.org.

PRIESTS TRAINING FUND

The Priests Training Fund collection will
be taken throughout the diocese on 7
and 8 May. It is particularly important
this year as it did not happen in 2021.
For the first time, recurring monthly
dontations may be made to the Priests
Training Fun via the diocesan website
at www.rcadc.org/priest-training-fund. A
Standing Order may also be set up to
support the important work of
promoting and sustaining vocations to
the priesthood. This fund has also
benefitted from bequests to the
diocese  made for this purpose.

Page 8_Layout 1  08/03/2022  15:27  Page 1


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8

