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Double celebration for 
Archbishop George
George Stack, Archbishop of Cardiff, had a double

celebration on the weekend of May 9-10 2021.
He was 75 on May 8 and this was celebrated at a Mass in St David’s

Metropolitan Cathedral on May 9.
The next day he celebrated the 20th anniversary of his election as a

bishop, again with a Mass in St David’s
He was elected as Titular Bishop of Gemellae in Numibia on 12 April

2001. Pope John Paul II also named him an Auxiliary of the Archbishop
of Westminster Cormac Cardinal Murphy-O’Connor on the Cardinal’s
request. Bishop George was ordained bishop on 10 May 2001at
Westminster Cathedral.
On 20 June 2011, he took up his new post as Archbishop of Cardiff in

St David’s Metropolitan Cathedral.
In his homily reflecting on this appointments Archbishop George

produced a crozier which his predecessor Archbishop Michael Joseph
McGrath had born all through the years of the Second World War but
had gone missing. Archbishop Michael took up post on 20 June 1940
and held it until his death on 28 February 1961.
He led his flock through the trauma of the war which included his

cathedral, decorated by Pugin and Pugin, being bombed in 1941 and
left in ruins until it was restored and reopened for worship in 1959.
Right: Archbishop George with the restored crozier of his

predecessor, which has been returned to the cathedral

Pictured here, Canon Peter Collins, with fellow Canons gathered to mark the
dedication of St David’s Metropolitan Cathedral.
Built by Pugin & Pugin, 1884-7, replacing Cardiff’s first Catholic church of 1842. It

became the cathedral of the Cardiff Archdiocese in 1916. 
Reconstruction work followed bomb damage, in the 1950’s by Bates, Son & Price,

with hammerbeam roof trusses over the nave. It was open and dedicated in 1959.
‘A dark, solemn presence in the commercial hubbub’, it is built from Pennant

sandstone, in Early English style, with 4-stage tower, tall 5-light window with geometrical
tracery. The wide beam roof spans the 7 bay nave, which is flanked by side chapels and
confessionals. Superarches soar over clerestory windows and a two bay choir, with high
altar reredos, is below circular honeycomb window.
Statues of Cardiff martyrs John Lloyd and Philip Evans. Late Victorian glass west

window depicts the Immaculate Conception witnessed by Popes. A £3 million appeal
involving redevelopment, marked the 50th anniversary of re-opening.

Canons celebrate Cathedral dedication
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Let Biblical Inspiration Fire Your Imagination!
TRY TO BE OF GOOD CHEER EVEN IN
THE FACE OF GREAT TESTING! 

Sometimes, when things go beyond our
usual experience we say: Is this really
happening? We know that it is happening
but our brain finds it difficult to accept. That
reaction can though, give insight into the
disciples' foggy thinking about Christ.
Although they loved and revered Him, often
they could not comprehend His message.
It was too momentous and too different to
fully grasp. For them, only Christ’s
Resurrection, and then Pentecost brought
the necessary clarity. Today, if you face a
problem, those two events can do the
same for you. Through focussing on them,
no matter what the test, you too can clearly understand that Christ’s joy will see you through
everything. Use the following meditation to taste that joy.
1. Read John 15:9-11
2. Sit up straight and close your eyes. Breathe in deeply through the nose. Hold a few seconds.
Breathe out through the mouth and as you do so feel the whole of your body relax.
3. Now meditate for a few moments on the times Christ has helped you through the
debilitating fog of stress and worry. 
4. Now say this prayer – or one of your own – ‘Dear Lord Jesus, please help me to feel the joy
of Your loving presence in my life and its trials. I ask this in Your name. Amen.’
5. When you are ready breathe in and out deeply as before. Then open your eyes and have a
big stretch.

May you continue to be aware of Christ’s power working in your life.   
God bless
Teresa
For more on the above topic please see Teresa’s blog:
http://teresaodriscoll.blogspot.co.uk/

Teresa O’Driscoll is the author of 9 Days to Heaven, How to make
everlasting meaning of your life

3 minute reading and meditation with
Teresa O’Driscoll
Email: teresa@teresaodriscoll.co.uk

“I have the
strength to
face all
conditions by
the power
Christ gives
me.” 

Philippians
4:13

A Monthly Bulletin for our local
parishes, charities and Catholic
Agencies
1. We want to hear from you – Your
Community Voice – A Survey
2. Laudato Si’ Year’ concludes and
Pope Francis launches the ‘Laudato Si’
Platform’
3. Pope on Laudato si' Platform: 'What
world will we leave our children?'
4. CAFOD Calling! - Help us send a
message to the G7 leaders on 10 June
5. The Year Of The God Who Speaks
2021 - Scripture Study sessions 
6. The Pope’s Prayer intentions:
June - Intention for evangelization ‐ The
beauty of marriage  
July - Universal intention - Social
friendship 
7. The Cycle of Prayer/Ordinary Time:
Summer
8. Stella Maris urges an end to piracy in
Gulf of Guinea
9. Caritas development in the
Archdiocese of Cardiff

1. We want to hear from you – Your
Community Voice – A Survey
We at the Archdiocese of Cardiff are
keen to use your opinions and
experience to shape our internal and
external communications platforms.
Covid-19 has presented many
challenges and has highlighted the
need for us to streamline and re-
assess our many communications
channels. We value your frank
feedback and look forward to putting
your thoughts to use.
Please take the survey here:
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/IJYOM
Y/
*Please respond by Tuesday, 15 June
2021. A hard copy version of the survey
is available on request. 
Please contact Owen Collins on
Owen.Collins@rcadc.org for further
information.
2. ‘Laudato Si’ Year’ concludes and
Pope Francis launches the ‘Laudato Si’
Platform’
After the Regina Caeli prayer on
Sunday 23 May 2021, Pope Francis
said: “Tomorrow the  “Laudato Si’ Year”
concludes. I thank those who
participated with many initiatives
throughout the world. It is a journey that
we must continue together, listening to

the cry of the Earth and of the poor. For
this reason the “Laudato Si’ Platform”, a
seven-year operative course, will begin
immediately to guide families, parish
and diocesan communities, schools
and universities, hospitals, businesses,
groups, movements, organizations,
religious institutes to adopt a
sustainable lifestyle. And best wishes
to all those animators who today
receive the mandate to spread the
Gospel of Creation and to take care of
our common home.”
Laudato Si' Action | Laudato Si' Action
Platform (laudatosiactionplatform.org)
Elements of the Laudato Si' Action
Platform
The Laudato Si’ Action Platform will be
launched in stages throughout 2021
and 2022. More information about the
timeline is available here. At its
completion, the platform will comprise
three elements: 
Laudato Si’ Plans to map your journey,
practical guidance on ways to take
action, and resources to develop
trusted communities of practice.
3. Pope on Laudato si' Platform: 'What
world will we leave our children?'
Pope Francis sends a video message
to launch the new Laudato si' Action
Platform, bringing the Laudato si' Year
to a close but continuing the battle to
protect our common home. 
Pope on Laudato si' Platform: 'What
world will we leave our children?' -
Vatican News
In his video message for the launch of
the Laudato si’ Platform on Tuesday,
Pope Francis notes that "with the
Encyclical Laudato si’, promulgated in
2015, I invited all people of good will to
take care of the Earth, which is our
common home." This "house that
hosts us" has been suffering for a long
time, from "the wounds that we cause
by our predatory attitude," laments the
Pope. He highlights the fact that "the
current pandemic has now brought to
light in an even stronger way the cry of
nature and that of the poor who suffer
most the consequences, highlighting
that everything is interconnected and
interdependent and that our health is
not separated from the health of the
environment in which we live." It is for
this reason that we need "a new
ecological approach," says Pope

Caritas Calling! – June / July 2021
Francis. In this way we can "transform our
way of dwelling in the world, our styles of
life, our relationship with the resources of
the Earth and, in general, our way of
looking at humanity and of living life."
Responsibility to future generations
We have a great responsibility, continues
the Pope, "especially with regard to the
future generations."
"What world do we want to leave to our
children and our young? Our selfishness,
our indifference and our irresponsible
ways are threatening the future of our
children!" he warns. Pope Francis then
goes on to "renew" his appeal: "Let us
take care of our mother Earth; let us
overcome the temptation of selfishness
that makes us predators of resources; let
us cultivate respect for the gifts of the
Earth and creation; let us inaugurate a
lifestyle and a society that is finally eco-
sustainable: we have the opportunity to
prepare a better tomorrow for all. From
God's hands we have received a garden,
we cannot leave a desert to our
children."
The platform
The Pope then goes on to explain that
the Laudato si' Action Platform is "a
seven-year journey that will see our
communities committed in different ways
to becoming totally sustainable, in the
spirit of integral ecology." He invites
everyone to "embark on this journey
together," and particularly calls on the
involvement of "families - parishes and
dioceses - schools and universities -
hospitals - businesses and farms -

organisations, groups and movements -
religious institutes." Work together, he
stresses, as "only in this way will we be
able to create the future we want: a more
inclusive, fraternal, peaceful and
sustainable world." Bringing his message
to a close, Pope Francis recalls that
"there is hope." Working together, he
says, "each one with his own culture and
experience, each one with her own
initiatives and capacities, so that our
mother Earth may be restored to her
original beauty and creation may once
again shine according to God’s plan."
4. CAFOD Calling! - Help us send a
message to the G7 leaders on 10 June
Boris Johnson is getting ready to host
some of the world’s most powerful
leaders at a meeting in Cornwall in just a
couple of weeks’ time. It will be a big
moment, one which will see the heads of
government from the G7 group of
countries – including President Biden –
travel to the UK to work on plans for how
we rebuild from the pandemic. But Pope
Francis has warned that people in the
world’s poorest communities are too
often forgotten by decision makers – so
we want to tell the G7 leaders that they
have to plan for a global recovery which
leaves no one behind. Although we can’t
all travel to Cornwall in person to send
this message, it doesn’t stop us coming
together online in an act of witness. 
Register to join us:
https://cafod.org.uk/News/Events/G7-

• Continued on Page 5
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Editorial
Double winner! 
We congratulate Archbishop George on his
double celebration - 20 years as a bishop
and an inspiring 10 years as Archbishop of
Cardiff.

As with all of us, it has been a difficult nearly
two years under Covid but our Archbishop
and all the clergy have worked all out to
comfort us in this time of stress. Although
joining the Mass through Zoom we look
forward to the all clear day when we gather
in our churches again, sitting shoulder to
shoulder and not two metres apart!

Confirmation joy
There are joyful pictures on page 4 of four
young people with were confirmed by
Archbishop George at St David’s
Metropolitan Cathedral.

Those us in the congregation shared in that
joy with their families, also pictured.

We send our congratulations and good
wishes to all the young people who were
confirmed in all our churches in the
archdiocese.

Wedding bells!
Pictures on page 6 are couples from all over
the archdiocese who gathered to celebrate
the joy of their married life in a Thanksgiving
Mass at All Saints Parish, in Newport.

God bless all of you.

Caritas in Action!
Briefing 15 – May 2021
Changing the way we think about and practice charity

Addressing the Plenary Assembly of the Canadian
Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) on 24 September
2013, Cardinal Oscar Rodriguez Maradiaga, President, at
that time, of Caritas Internationalis, spoke about how Pope
Emeritus Benedict XVI changed the way we think about and
practice charity. 
Whilst Cardinal Maradiaga’s theme was ‘the role of the bishop in
justice, peace and caritas’, he has provided a useful analysis of
these changes and how they will have an impact on how we
organise the service of charity in the Church. Link: How Pope
Benedict changed charity - Caritas.
In this extended Briefing, I have inserted the numbered

headings into his presentation to draw attention to issues that
relate to caritas as part of evangelisation, the development of
Caritas at the heart of the Church’s mission of diakonia, the
different types Catholic organisations that operate at the service
of charity, and the new legal situation upon which we must
reflect and also find practical applications.
Cardinal Maradiaga said: My intervention today is on ‘the role

of the bishop in justice, peace and caritas’ and I will be drawing
heavily on the work of Pontificate of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI.
In response to the Gospel’s call (Mt 25), the Church has

worked for and alongside the poorest people in the world
throughout its history. Yet Pope Benedict’s encyclical Deus
Caritas Est, published in 2005, presented an official doctrine on
charity for the first time. And it puts charity at the heart of the
mission of the Church. His second Encyclical letter, Caritas in
Veritate, highlighted some of the challenges to be addressed by
all in order to live according to the charity in truth. And just a few
month before his resignation, he published the Motu Proprio
Intima Ecclesiae Natura, or On the Service of Charity, which
provides the legal framework for the Church’s charitable actions.

Caritas is part of evangelisation

Pope Benedict writes in Deus Caritas Est: “The Church’s deepest
nature is expressed in her three-fold responsibility: of
proclaiming the word of God (kerygma-martyria), celebrating the
sacraments (leitourgia) and exercising the ministry of
charity(diakonia). 
These duties presuppose each other and are inseparable.” In

the Moto Proprio, Pope Benedict says, “the service of charity is a
constitutive element of the church’s mission and an
indispensable expression of her very being.” In testimony to
Christ’s charity, caritas is part of evangelisation. For, as Pope Paul
VI affirmed, “evangelisation would not be complete if it did not
take account of the unceasing interplay of the Gospel and of
man’s concrete life, both personal and social.” Our church is a
global people, united in sacrament and solidarity. Being the
people of God in the world is our vocation as Christians. The
Church itself in Lumen Gentium is defined as: “Christ is the Light
of nations. Because this is so, this Sacred Synod gathered
together in the Holy Spirit eagerly desires, by proclaiming the
Gospel to every creature, to bring the light of Christ to all men, a
light brightly visible on the countenance of the Church.”
Our social concern for justice, the promotion of human

development, is obviously not the whole and sole task of the
Church, but it is “an essential” part of it, and an vital dimension
of our koinonía. Pope Benedict writes in Deus Caritas Est that
the service of charity is an “indispensable expression of her very
being”. He says that all the faithful have the duty to devote
themselves to a charitable life. As Pope Francis said to a
meeting of Caritas leadership this year in Rome, “there’s no
Church without charity.”
At the opening of the Synod for the New Evangelisation last

year, Pope Benedict reminded us of the eminent role of charity in
the evangelisation, underlining that the two columns on which
the New Evangelisation is built are: “confessio” and “caritas“.
Confessio and caritas — he said – are like the two ways in which
God involves us, make us act with him, in him and for humanity,
for his creation.
Today we’re living though a time of grave crisis. It’s not just an

economic crisis, nor is it only a cultural crisis; nor is it a crisis of
faith. Today, humankind is in danger. Today, the body of Christ is
in danger.

A crisis

As Pope Francis said, “Our
civilisation has established
a throwaway culture. If it’s
no use throw it away, into
the garbage! Children, the
elderly and outsiders. This
is the crisis we’re living
through.”
The rejection of the

outsider recalls the Gospel
story of the Good
Samaritan. In the story, as
Pope Benedict puts it, “we
see the twofold reality of
Christian charity, which is
both universal and
practical. The Samaritan
happens to meet a Jewish
man in need who, in any
event, is outside the
boundaries of his tribe
and his religion. But charity is universal, so this needy “stranger”
is in every sense a “neighbour” to the Samaritan. Universality
does away with the limits that close established boundaries in
this world in and thus create differences and conflicts.”
The challenges we are facing are real, and sometimes

daunting. In his interview book Light of the World, Pope Benedict
concludes: “This makes it all the more important for Catholicism
to present its faith in a new and vital way and to re-proclaim it as
a force for unity, a force of solidarity and of eternity’s openness
to time”. These encouraging words inspire our commitment to
fight poverty and contribute towards building one human family,
according to the spirit and vision of the encyclical Spe Salvi:
“The true measure of humanity is essentially determined in
relationship to suffering and to the sufferer. This holds true both
for the individual and for society. A society unable to accept its
suffering members and incapable of helping to share their
suffering and to bear it inwardly through ‘com-passion’ is a cruel
and inhuman society”.

Caritas is at the heart of the Church’s mission of diakonia

Dear friends, the mission of Caritas Internationalis is to serve the
poor, and even more the poorest of them first. This is our raison
d’être and thus Caritas is at the heart of the Church’s mission of
diakonia.
For many people in need, Caritas is the loving face of Christ

who brings relief and comfort, respect and recognition. As
Caritas we are called to witness His love and we do it with
enthusiasm. We know that God is love and we know and believe
that He has created every single person in his image. Therefore
we can’t afford to lose one single person from our one human
family without losing our own destiny. We would lose a brother
or a sister in Christ, who made Himself equal to all of us.
Pope Francis said that Caritas is “an essential part of the

Church” and that it “institutionalizes love in the Church”. He said
Caritas has two dimensions: action and a divine dimension
“situated in the heart of the Church”. He said, “Caritas is the
caress of the Church to its people, the caress of the Mother
Church to her children, her tenderness and closeness.”
Pope Francis again draws us to the Good Samaritan. “For me,

the most beautiful expression of caressing – in the face of need
– is that of Good Samaritan. He didn’t say: I picked him up, took
him to the inn, paid and went on my way. No. He said he
washed his wounds, healed his wounds, picked him up and paid
what was due, but first he washed his wounds.”

Feeding the hungry

Reflecting on the parable of the Good Samaritan in Deus Caritas
Est, Pope Benedict makes these points:
Number one, that “Christian charity is first of all the simple

response to immediate needs and specific situations: feeding
the hungry, clothing the naked, caring for and healing the sick,

Óscar Andrés Rodríguez
Maradiaga, S.D.B. is a Salesian
and Cardinal of the Catholic
Church from Honduras. He is the
current Archbishop of
Tegucigalpa, is the former
President of Caritas
Internationalis and served as
President of the Latin American
Episcopal Conference from 1995
to 1999.

visiting those in prison, etc.”
Secondly, that “The Church’s charitable

organisations, beginning with those of Caritas (at
diocesan, national and international levels), ought to
do everything in their power to provide the resources
and above all the personnel needed for this work.”
Thirdly, “Individuals who care for those in need

must first be professionally competent: they should
be properly trained in what to do and how to do it,
and committed to continuing care.”
And finally, “While professional competence is a

primary, fundamental requirement, it is not of itself
sufficient. We are dealing with human beings, and
human beings always need something more than
technically proper care. They need humanity. They
need heartfelt concern. … a “formation of the heart”.
The programme of the Good Samaritan, the
programme of Jesus—is “a heart which sees”.
The exercise of the diakonia of charity, whether in

small communities or on the level of the universal
Church, requires organisation. In the Moto Proprio,
Pope Benedict provides a legal framework for the
better ordering of the various forms the Church’s
charitable work.
It’s important to have a better understanding of

the spirit and the letter of this document whose
sources go back and refers to the practice of the
early centuries of Christianity, as clearly pointed out
in Deus Caritas Est.

• Continued on Page 8
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A joyous Confirmation at St David’s
Confirmation is one of the three sacraments of
initiation. The other two are baptism and the
Eucharist.
Confirmation is a sign that a person has reached

maturity and is now able to take responsibility for their
own faith. It also strengthens and deepens the
connection to the Church that is established at
baptism.
The sacrament of confirmation typically takes place

in early teenage years, when a child starts to be seen
as an adult member of the Church. This is because
they are now considered old enough to renew and
confirm for themselves vows that were made on their
behalf when they were baptised. However, there is no
set age for the confirmation rite, and people are often

confirmed as adults.
Confirmation usually takes place during a Mass that

is given by the bishop.
Importantly, the bishop anoints the believer’s

forehead with holy oil called chrism.
The four parts of confirmation
The sacrament of confirmation can be divided into

four parts:
• Presentation of the candidate - The individuals
awaiting confirmation are summoned.

• Renewal of baptismal vows - The individuals renew
the promises made at their baptism.

• Laying on of hands - The candidate being confirmed
kneels before the bishop, who reads out the
candidate’s chosen confirmation name. A sponsor

places their right hand on the shoulder of the
candidate and the bishop lays his hands on the
candidate’s head. This is to call down the power and
blessing of God.

• Anointing with chrism - The bishop then anoints the
candidate with chrism, which is holy oil. The bishop
then makes a sign of the cross on the candidate’s
forehead, saying the words “be sealed with the gifts
of the Holy Spirit”. The bishop then says “peace be
with you”, which the candidate repeats back to the
bishop.

All the candidates pictured here with their parents and
sponsors went thorough the joyous ceremony and
were heartily welcomed by the congregation.
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General Register Office
Authorised Persons Newsletter Issue 12: February 2021

Introduction
Welcome to the 12th edition of the Authorised Persons
newsletter.
In this issue, you will find an update to issue 11 which
provided an introduction and background to the
forthcoming changes resulting from the Civil
Partnerships, Marriages and Deaths (Registration etc.)
Act 2019 in relation to the registration of marriages.
We recognise that during the current emergency
period, that weddings may not be not taking place and
that you have other pressures at this time. However, we
wanted to keep you informed of developments as you
will already be aware that changes were being
discussed.
This newsletter will outline the current position and
future proposals and support available in more detail.
The Training and Business Improvement Team, General
Register Office

The Civil Partnerships, Marriages and Deaths
(Registration etc.) Act 2019
You will recall the key changes the above legislation
will introduce include:
A change to the way marriages will be registered;
Paper marriage registers will be withdrawn and
marriage registrations will made by the local register
office in an electronic register.
Individual superintendent registrar’s certificates will be
replaced by the marriage schedule, which is a single
form containing all the information about the marriage.
This is the document that, the couple, witnesses and
authorised person check and sign after the ceremony.

The completed marriage schedule will be returned to
the local register office for the details to be entered
onto the electronic register.
Marriage certificates will only be available from the
register office or the General Register Office after the
registration has been made at the local register office.

How will this impact the work and responsibilities
as an authorised person?
What won’t change:
You will still be required to ensure couples meet the
requirements to marry in your building and that they
are advised to give their notices of marriage in the
correct timescale.
You will still be required to obtain the marriage
schedule prior to the date of marriage.
You will still be required to conduct questioning prior to
the marriage and confirm that the
details on the marriage schedule are correct before the
marriage proceeds.
The marriage will still be performed by the religious
sites relevant to your congregation.
You will still use registration ink to complete the
marriage schedule.
What will change:
You will no longer register the marriages you attend as
an authorised person at your registered building.
You will no longer issue marriage certificates.
You will no longer need to complete quarterly returns
for marriages which take place in
your building.
You will no longer have to undertake corrections in

marriage registers. After the changes
are introduced, all corrections to marriage entries will
be carried out by the registration officers.

When are these changes being introduced?
The Covid-19 emergency has impacted work across
Government, including completion of the processes to
agree the secondary legislation for the marriage
schedule system. It is envisaged that the regulations
which allow the details of the act to commence will
have completed, to enable implementation of the
changes later in the spring.

What happens next?
Once the regulations have completed their journey
through the parliamentary process, GRO will provide
details of the process and timescales to close your
existing registers. We will also provide you with training
materials and instructions for the new procedures that
will support the continuation of your role as an
authorised person with the introduction of the marriage
schedule system.
If you wish to find out more about the 2019 Act then
you can access the links below:
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2019/12/contents/
enacted/data.htm
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2017-
19/civilpartnershipsmarriagesanddeathsregistrationetc.
html
If you have any comments about this newsletter,
please contact
GROCasework@gro.gov.uk

Archbishop’s portrait 
by Lorraine Bewsey
The official portrait of Archbishop George Stack by the artist Lorraine Bewsey was
unveiled at a short ceremony at Archbishop’s House recently. 
Speaking of the artist and her work, Archbishop George said: “I deliberately chose

Lorraine for this commission not just because she is originally from London, but because
she has made her home in Wales. Although she is English by birth, she is a woman of
Wales by choice”.
“I was further convinced of her as my artist of choice for this portrait having seen the

wonderful corpus of her work entitled “Poet Portraits”. She embarked on this commission
in 2005 and undertook to paint twenty poets with strong connections to Wales. Leading
figures include Wales’ first National Poet, Gwyneth Lewis, Dannie Abse, Twm Morris and
Owen Sheers”.
Sandy Nairne, former Director of the National Portrait Gallery in London, wrote: “The

Poet Portraits exhibition demonstrates the importance of contemporary portraiture in
Wales and how the idea of the Hall of Fame can be refreshed and invigorated for new
generations”.�
“The poet is the priest of the invisible” said the American poet Wallace Stevens. I like to

think of the priest as a “poet of eternity”. This portrait captures a period in the life of the
Archdiocese of Cardiff in which I have served as the Seventh Archbishop. I trust that it will
take it’s place in the history of the Diocese both as a link with the past and a promise for
the future”.

Left: Archbishop George, the new portrait and the artist Lorraine Bewsey
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2,182 YEARS MARRIED and counting!
By Joanne White

Couples from all over the
Archdiocese joined together to share
the joy of their married life in a
Thanksgiving Mass.
To mark National Marriage Week, the
Archdiocesan Family Life Comission
joined with 59 couples, from across the
Archdiocese, who celebrate
milestone/significant anniversaries this
year or last, to celebrate their witness
and collective 2,182 years of marriage.
Whilst it was not possible at this time for
all these couples to come together in
person, 20 couples represented their
deaneries by attending the Mass on
Saturday May 15th, whilst all those
being celebrated were able to join via
live stream and also were listed in the
order of service. The Mass was hosted

Lewis - Jayne & Stephen celebrating 20
years (Ebbw Vale)

Warren - Stephanie & Robert celebrating
50 years (Bromyard)

Reid - Lynn & Allan celebrating 30 years
(Maesteg)

Matthews - Catherine & Anthony
celebrating 40 Years (Abertillery)

Miller - Eileen & David celebrating 60
years (Newport)

by All Saints Parish in Newport,
and all members of the clergy led
by Fr Michael Doyle assisted in
some way in this joyful
celebration.
At the beginning of the Mass,
Katrina & Jonathan Rees, from the
Rhondda parish, lit the Unity
Candle that would burn
throughout the Mass. In August,
the Reess will celebrate two years
of marriage, and were delighted to
participate in the Mass having
celebrated their first anniversary in
Lockdown.
During the Mass, couples
collectively renewed their marriage
promises, each couple having
made the same promises on their
wedding day, whether 2 years ago
or 64 years ago. Fr Michael then
blessed their wedding rings, as
well as giving a special
anniversary blessing at the end of
Mass.
Deacon Pasquale Cinotti gave
the homily, and spoke about the
three main ingredients for a good
marriage; first a super abundance
of wine, second Intimacy and
thirdly mercy and forgiveness.
He explained that Intimacy
should be thought of as ‘Into-Me-
See’ where we open our hearts to
our spouse, where there are no
secrets kept from each other, and
that mercy and forgiveness means
no sweeping things under the
carpet, or acting as though
nothing ever happened, but
forgiving and being forgiven with
sincerity.

Pictured right: The renewal of
vows
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Above: Lighting the Wedding Candle
Left: From the choir loft
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interfaith-event-Truro#register
So, instead, we’d like to invite you to join us from your
laptop, tablet or phone at an event on Thursday 10
June at 7:00pm which will be livestreamed from Truro
Cathedral. We’ll hear from leaders of different faiths
and from communities CAFOD works with overseas,
reflecting on the impact the pandemic has had on our
lives and on our sisters and brothers worldwide. And
we’ll send a digital message to the presidents and
prime ministers ahead of the start of their meeting the
next day. I hope you’ll be able to join us on 10 June.
With our prayers and best wishes, Liam Finn, CAFOD
Campaigns Manager
5. The Year Of The God Who Speaks 2021
Scripture Study sessions have once again been
scheduled for this year.
They will be delivered via Zoom and YouTube on
certain Saturdays from 11am to 12.30pm.
June 12th, 2021: The Vision of St. John’s Gospel; -  Fr.
Bernard Sixtus
July 10th, 2021: A Biblical Journey through the Mass -
Revd. Doctor Gareth Leyshon
For more information and to register for the talks so
that you will receive the Zoom link, please email
Madeleine Walters at madeleine.walters@rcadc.org. In
the Archdiocese of Cardiff, Kate Duffin and Madeleine
Walters, promote The God Who Speaks initiative and,
for Newsletters, contact Madeleine.
Fr. Jerome Ituah OCD is the contact in the Diocese of
Menevia: pkr@menevia.org
6. The Pope’s Prayer intentions: [Visit:
www.thepopevideo.org each month for the latest video]
June – Intention for evangelization ‐ The beauty of
marriage  
“Let us pray for young people who are preparing for
marriage with the support of a Christian community:
may they grow in love, with generosity, faithfulness and
patience.”
July - Universal intention - Social friendship  
“We pray that, in social, economic and political
situations of conflict, we may be courageous and
passionate architects of dialogue and friendship”
7. The Cycle of Prayer/Ordinary Time:
http://www.liturgyoffice.org.uk/Calendar/Cycle/Summer

CP.shtml
Throughout Ordinary Time/Summer: - we are asked to
pray for the following intentions:
A Deeper Understanding between Christians and Jews
Jewish Relations - The Department of Dialogue and
Unity has a Committee for Catholic Jewish Relations. It
works to build the relationship between the Church and
Jewish people, thus implementing the official teaching
of the Church. Bishops' Conference:
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/our-work/jewish-
relations/; Pontifical Biblical Commission - The Jewish
People and their Sacred Scriptures in the Christian
Bible: https://tinyurl.com/yv64yy2k
Those Who Suffer Persecution, Oppression and Denial
of Human Rights
The intention is inspired by the Feast of St John Fisher
and St Thomas More (22 June).
Links: Aid to the Church in Need: https://acnuk.org/
Human Life
especially on the Day for Life (3rd Sunday in June).
Origins of the Day for Life are found in St John Paul II's
encyclical Evangelium Vitae. Preparation for the day is
shared with the Bishops' Conferences of Ireland and of
Scotland — though each marks the day on a different
date. Since its inception it has focussed on a wide
range of life issues. This year’s Day for Life is
celebrated on 20 June in England and Wales.
Links: Evangelium Vitae: https://tinyurl.com/5ne6xyb9;
Day for Life website: http://www.dayforlife.org/
Europe
Background
Pope John Paul II dedicated 6 patron saints to Europe:
St Cyril and St Methodius (14 February); St Catherine
of Siena (29 April); St Benedict (11 July); St Bridget of
Sweden (23 July); St Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (9
August) They reflect the rich spiritual history of the
Continent from East to West and across the centuries.
In the Cycle of Prayer Europe is remembered in the
Summer when a number of the Feasts days occur. 
Seafarers
The Apostleship of the Sea (Great Britain) is a Bishops'
Conference agency supporting seafarers from across
the world meeting their needs by offering help, support
and advice. AOS chaplains and ship visitors welcome
seafarers to our shores – regardless of their creed or
nationality – and provide them with pastoral and

practical assistance. The agency sits in the Bishops’
Conference Department for International Affairs.
In 2020, the Apostleship of the Sea name was
updated to Stella Maris to better reflect the way the
charity was known by seafarers around the world. Our
History - Stella Maris
8. Stella Maris urges an end to piracy in Gulf of Guinea
Stella Maris urges an end to piracy in Gulf of Guinea -
Vatican News
Catholic seafarers’ charity Stella Maris signs up to the
Gulf of Guinea Declaration on the Suppression of
Piracy, following increasing attacks in the region.
By Vatican News staff reporter 27 May 2021
The Declaration was signed by Stella Maris
International Network Director Fr Bruno Ciceri, who is
based in the Vatican, on behalf of the charity. Speaking
about the scourge of piracy, Fr Bruno said, “We fully
support the efforts by all parties in the fight against
piracy. It is unacceptable that seafarers, unsung heroes
who keep world trade moving, continue to be
subjected to pirate attacks. Aside from disrupting the
global economy, the persistent threat of danger and
harm puts considerable stress on seafarers and their
families.” The Declaration was drafted in response to
growing concerns and increasing attacks in the region
and has been signed by organisations across the
maritime industry including flag state administrations,
ship owners, charterers, and shipping associations…
See also: Stella Maris joins calls to end piracy threat in
Gulf of Guinea
Stella Maris joins calls to end piracy threat in Gulf
of Guinea - Stella Maris
9. Caritas development in the Archdiocese of Cardiff
Colleagues from across the dioceses in England and
Wales continued to explore the development of Parish
and Diocesan Caritas as social pastoral instruments of
the Church entrusted with the mission of promoting
integral human development in the light of the Gospel
and Catholic teachings. As we carefully reopen local
facilities across the Archdiocese, I am keen to
reconvene meetings of the Caritas Deanery Networks
to see how we can promote the Church’s social and
developmental engagement. For more details please
contact: Jim Barnaville, Coordinator, Caritas
Archdiocese of Cardiff. Email: caritas@rcadc.org

Caritas Calling! – June / July 2021
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The responsibility of bishops

The Motu Priorio provides a legislation to
address the different actors of the service of
charity. It clarifies not only the responsibility
of bishops, but also the commitment of every
baptized person in the exercise of charity.
The love of neighbour, grounded in the

love of God, is first and foremost a
responsibility for each individual member of
the faithful, but it is also a task of the entire
ecclesial community at all levels, from the
local community to the diocesan one, from
the particular Church to the universal Church
as a whole.
Here, we find an echo of what is said in

Deus Caritas Est: “Love thus needs to be
organised if it is to be an ordered service to
the community. The awareness of this
responsibility has had a constitutive
relevance in the Church from the beginning.
Because it is truly an activity of the Church

herself, as well as an essential dimension of
the Church, the charitable activity must be
directly reconnected to the Episcopal
ministry.
Because of the Church’s Episcopal nature,

diocesan bishops have the “primary
responsibility for carrying out in the particular
Churches the programme set forth in the
Acts of the Apostles (cf. 2:42-44)”.
The Motu Proprio explains the general

mandate given to the bishops. However, the
bishop cannot work without that body which
he presides over. For this reason, all the
faithful are to be educated in the spirit of
sharing and genuine charity.
The papal document is addressed to

different types of subject: those who exercise
authority in the Church, the community of the
faithful and the different charitable
organisations.
The Moto Proprio highlights the respective

levels of responsibility: at the diocesan level,
the competence belongs to the bishop; at
the national level to the Episcopal
conference and at the international level to
the Holy See. When the Motu Proprio refers
to the “responsibility of the bishop”, these
three levels are to be kept in mind.
The Moto Proprio says the community of

the faithful and every faithful has the right to
form charitable organisations or create
foundations to fund concrete charitable
initiatives.
The Motu Proprio emphasizes the

participation of the Christian community,
which must be educated “in the spirit of
sharing and authentic charity”.[xv] Thus, we
are in an area that promotes and encourages
the freedom of the faithful.

Different types of Catholic organisations
that operate at the service of charity

Finally, Catholic organisations that operate at
the service of charity. There are different
types, among which we can at least identify
four of them:
• The Caritas, which require a separate
mention, because they are considered as
the official instrument of the bishop in the
pastoral of charity, as can be seen also in
the recent legislation regarding Caritas
Internationalis.

• Other organisations established by the
Church’s authority to deal with social
situations and fund projects for the
promotion of human development.

• Organisations established by Institutes of
Consecrated Life and Societies of
Apostolic Life.

• Organisations born from the initiative of
the faithful. They are subject to the new
legislation, if they have been recognised in
one way or another by the competent
authority, for example if they bear the
name “Catholic”.
We are talking here about the

responsibility of the bishop in the charitable
work as ecclesial mission. Indeed, the bishop
is called “Pastor-guide and the one primary
responsible” for that service of charity.
Of all the main responsibilities related to

his ministry, he has the task of encouraging
the faithful to live an active charity and of
participating in the mission of the Church.
This implies for the bishop the paternal

obligation to feel close to the poorest and
from a pastoral point of view, pay a special
attention so that the Church at the diocesan
and parish level lives the diakonia of charity
according to the example of Christ.
The bishop is to educate the faithful in the

spirit of sharing and genuine charity. Every
Christian community must have a “heart
which sees” the miseries which, tragically
persist around it and can attend to them.

Consolation to the poor

Our communities needs to know how to
bring comfort and consolation to the poor
and suffering. The bishop is to encourage
the faithful to work in charity, either
individually or in an organised form in groups
of Catholic volunteers.
This responsibility of the bishop also

implies that he is the guarantor of the
communion. In his person the unity of the
three tasks of the Church exists in as much
as he constitutes an absolute certainty and
assurance of their authenticity and
interdependence.
This responsibility entails that the bishop is

also the guarantor of dialogue that must exist
within the charitable organisations that want
a Christian affiliation or even for those who
work in his diocese and come from other
ecclesial entities.
The guarantee of this unity also includes

the right to consent to initiatives of Catholic
organisations to ensure that the activities are
carried out in accordance with ecclesiastical
discipline and therefore, the competence to
accept or not a charitable organisation in his
diocese.
It is clear that the bishop cannot preside

alone over the service of charity; this is why it
is suggested to create an ad hoc office,
which deals on his behalf and under his
watchful supervision with the service of
charity.
This could be the task of Caritas whose

specificity is different from other
organisations created within secular
associations or religious institutions.
However, it is not realistic or opportune to

limit the Church’s pastoral of charity to
Caritas alone. Charitable organisations,
throughout the world are extremely
numerous and reflect the variety of charisms

in the Church. The task of the bishop is to
support this plurality of works and not to
suffocate it
This seems particularly important because,

thank God, many charitable initiatives are
emerging, but they often ignore each other.
The bishop is therefore to promote among
them that communion and ecclesial harmony
existing around his person. He is indeed the
“Father of the family”.
I would also like to reflect on the

responsibility of the bishop in the training of
those who work in the service of charity.
Often we are simply satisfied by the fact that
a person offers time and energy for others. It
is obvious that it is not only a matter of doing
good, but also doing it well.
Following the example of Christ, those

who work in the service of charity ought to
be humble like Him, not considering
themselves as the centre of their action, but
rather being able to bear witness of their
relationship with God.

Living in faith and charity

The crucial point concerns the selection and
training of people who offer their services:
they must have a real sensus ecclesiae and
live in faith and charity. This allows them to
confront and judge the most difficult or the
most obscure situation.
This is why their training should be taken

seriously, both professionally and spiritually. It
is the human person as a whole, created in
the image and likeness of God that we want
to serve.
The Moto Proprio requires that charitable

organisations employ people who agree with
the criteria of the Church’s mission, or at
least that they respect them.
This does not mean that people who are

not Catholic cannot be employed in Catholic
charitable organisations. However, they must
not only have a good knowledge of the
Church’s doctrine, but also respect the
principles and criteria that define the
Church’s charitable mission.
I wish to emphasize the simplicity that

should characterize the management of
charitable initiatives and to which you are
already attentive.
I quote: “In a particular way, the bishop is

to see that the management of initiatives
dependent on him offers a testimony of
Christian simplicity of life. To this end, he will
ensure that salaries and operational
expenses, while respecting the demands of
justice and a necessary level of
professionalism, are in due proportion to
analogous expenses of his diocesan Curia”.]
This simplicity is also one of the reasons

for confidence in our organisations by the
faithful. In fact, the administrative expenses
are always carefully examined by donors and
are subject to comparison.
Another aspect also deserves to be

mentioned: the bishop is to ask civil authority
to guarantee that Church freely exercises the
service of charity, and he himself is to
guarantee the respect of civil legislation by
all the organisations working in his diocese.

Guiding principles

One of their primary responsibilities is to
submit to the competent authority the
statutes that need to be approved. These
must contain, in addition to the institutional
roles and structures of governance, also the
guiding principles and objectives of the
organisation, the management of the funds
and the profile of its workers.
The Moto Proprio demands the

communion with the bishop of the place

where the charitable activity is being carried
out. In fact, the Motu Proprio states: “The
local ecclesiastical authority retains the full
right to give permission for initiatives
undertaken by Catholic agencies in areas of
his jurisdiction… It is also the duty of the
bishop to ensure that the activities carried
out in his diocese are conducted in
conformity with ecclesiastical discipline”.[
The Motu Proprio calls for a particular

vigilance on the destination of the proceeds
of collections. These should be destined to
the specific purposes for which they were
collected, for the sake of transparency of the
organisation. It is not permitted to raise funds
or promote activities that are contrary to the
doctrine of the Church through parochial or
ecclesial structures.
The bishop is to avoid that the Church’s

charitable organisations accept funds from
institutions whose pursued institutional aims
or whose identity — as inscribed in their
statutes — are contrary to the teaching of the
Church.] The bishop is also to avoid that the
Church’s charitable organisations accept
funding from governments or private
foundations to promote initiatives that in their
aims or means to achieve them, are not in
conformity with the Church’s doctrine.
In other words, if the proposed funds are

subject to morally unacceptable conditions,
then these contributions can in no way be
accepted, and this is also to avoid causing
scandal for the faithful.
A new legal situation upon which we must

reflect and also find practical applications
This Motu Proprio creates a new legal

situation upon which we must reflect and
also find practical applications. This concerns
not only the bishops, but also the
organisations themselves. It will certainly be
necessary to give a special attention to the
following points:
• The urgency or the need for an
examination and possible revision of the
statutes to ensure compliance and
application of the new legislation at its
various levels to better express for
example the link with the Church and the
fidelity to the Doctrine and the teaching of
the Magisterium.

• Organisations have the ecclesial duty to
preserve communion with the bishops.
They should not interpret this as a
disciplinary issue, but as an expression of
our belonging to the Church.

• The creation of places of meeting and
reflection at the diocesan level to redefine
the criteria used in charitable activity, to
clarify and schedule the training offered, to
narrow down the guidelines that must be
given to the activities and, at the parish
level!, to consider the activities that need
to be promoted and organised.[xxvi]

• It is also essential to regularly promote
reflection on professional and Christian
training, which is a key issue today, for
those who work in Catholic charitable
organisations.

• Attention to the situation of the
organisations created by religious
institutes that at times do not have an
institutional connection with those from
which they originated.
Dear friends, my intervention has mainly

focused on Pope Benedict XVI and his
attention to the service of charity in the
Church. He is a great encouragement in our
mission. If the Church is like a great ship,
then he has given us the direction and tools
to sail a steady course.

+Oscar Andrés Cardinal Rodríguez
Maradiaga S.D.B. President of Caritas
Internationalis. September 2013

Caritas in Action!
Briefing 15 – May 2021
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