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Archbishop George marks
50 years of priesthood
by Fr Michael Doyle

On Saturday representatives from parishes across the
diocese gathered at St David’s Metropolitan Cathedral
to join Archbishop George Stack for a Mass of
Thanksgiving for the 50th anniversary of his priestly
ordination.

Archbishop George was himself the principal celebrant at
a celebration marked with a great sense of joy.  The Mass
started with the hymn “Lord, You give the great
commission”, a reminder that the call to priesthood, the call
of any Vocation always comes from the Lord and is always
at the service of the Great Commission found at the end of
St. Matthew’s Gospel.

During the homily the Archbishop reflected that “The
privilege of the priest is to call people to worship not just in
words but in action too.” He went
on to say that a priest’s life is to be
“… a living sign of the presence
and the care and the love of God
to the people he is called to
serve”. In reference to his
forthcoming retirement with the
installation of Archbishop-elect
Mark O’Toole on June 20th, he gave thanks for his time in
Wales.

“I am pleased and grateful that in this next phase of my
life I am going where I do want to go whilst remaining in this
part of Wales which is very close to my heart.”

As the celebration concluded Archbishop George offered
his personal thanks to all religious, laity and clergy for the
support they have shown him in the past 11 years as
Archbishop, and for all who he has encountered in the past
50 years.  As a token and expression of his thanks to the
diocese, he gifted the chalice given to him by his family on
the occasion of his ordination to the treasury at St David’s
Cathedral.  As a round of applause filled the cathedral, the
Archbishop could just be heard saying to Canon John Kelly,
Provost of the cathedral, “I designed it myself and was there
when it was being made”.

As Archbishop George prepares to enter into the next
phase of his life and his ministry, we say ‘Ad multos annos’
and thank you for laying down your life for the sheep.

“I am pleased and grateful that in

this next phase of my life I am going

where I do want to go whilst

remaining in this part of Wales

which is very close to my heart”
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3 minute reading and meditation with Teresa
O’Driscoll 
Email: teresa@teresaodriscoll.co.uk

You will need a Bible, a chair, and few minutes alone

Jesus said, “I am the way and the truth and the life;
no one can come to the Father except through me.”
(John 14:6)

Let Biblical Inspiration
Fire Your Imagination!

CHRIST IS OUR NUMBER ONE!       
I was surprised, yet delighted, when I learnt that Kate Bush’s record, Running Up
That Hill, was once again topping the music charts, almost four decades on. As it is
one of my favourites I couldn’t help but agree with a music critic who waxed lyrical
about Bush and her uniqueness – which make her songs timeless. This comment
then set me thinking about Christ and His uniqueness and timeless messages – as
recorded in the New Testament. Though capturing events that took place some two
millennia ago they remain the most important in the world’s history. Try the
following short meditation to remember that for a few moments. 
1. Read John 14:5-7
2. Sit up straight and close your eyes. Breathe in deeply through the nose. Hold this
for a few seconds. Breathe out through the mouth and as you do so feel the
whole of your body relax.

3. Now meditate for a few moments on the timelessness of Christ’s words and
deeds.    

4. Now say this prayer – or one of your own – ‘Dear Lord Jesus, thank You for
showing me, through Your life, what You want of me in my life. Please help me to
keep Your example in mind always. Amen.’

5. When you are ready breathe in and out deeply as before. Then open your eyes
and have a big stretch.

As you go about your everyday routine may you be open to the ways that
happenings in the world can direct your thoughts back to Christ. 
God bless,  
Teresa
For more on the above topic please see Teresa’s blog:
http://teresaodriscoll.blogspot.co.uk/
Teresa O’Driscoll is the author of 9 Days to Heaven, How to make everlasting
meaning of your life

Following the discovery of the skulls and collection of bones in an attic in
Holywell during the Covid-19 lockdown, the remains of the martyr saints Philip
Evans and John Lloyd return to Cardiff tomorrow (Monday 11th July) for a 3 day
visitation.
Both men were martyred for the faith in Cardiff in 1679.  As the events of the

English Reformation unfolded the area had become unsafe for Catholic priests.  Both
Evans and Lloyd were captured and jailed in Cardiff Castle before being hung, drawn
and quartered for the crime of treason (for being Catholic priests) on what is now the
junction of Crwys Road and Richmond Road, this site of which is marked by a blue
plaque.

Martyr saints return to
Cardiff for 
3 day visit 

Archbishop George with the two statues of our saints in the dungeon at Cardiff Castle
where they were impprisones

The place of the martyrs’ execution in Cardiff, remembered by these two plaques
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Editorial
A time 
of joy 
We have pages of pictures in this edition
celebrating two great occasions.

We have the 50th anniversary of the
ordination to the priesthood of
Archbishop George, now Archbishop
Emeritus George. 

St David’s Metropolitan Cathedral was
packed out for this joyous celebration of
our retired archbishop  who has served
us all so well over the years.

We wish him a very happy retirement in
Caerleon since he has made his love for
Wales, his adopted country, very clear
over the years.

He is a prolific and skilled gardener and
we hope he has more time to pursue his
hobby.

Also, we celebrate the coming of our new
Archbishop Mark O’Toole. We have two
pages of happy pictures during and after
the ceremony.

We wish him well as our new Archbishop
of Cardiff. 

On Monday 27 June Archbishop
Mark made the journey to Rome in
preparation for the celebration of
the Solemnity of the Apostles Peter
and Paul on Wednesday. He joined
Pope Francis for the Pontifical
Mass of the Feast during which the
pallia are blessed and presented to
new Metropolitan Archbishops.
St Peter and St Paul stand as the

two great pillars of the Church, for
their work of carrying the Good News
of Jesus Christ to the known world.
Through their fidelity to Jesus, their
travels and their tireless witness, they
planted the seedbed for the growth of
the kingdom of God. St. Peter was
foremost the Apostle to the Jewish
people concerned with bringing the
message to those of Jewish stock that
the Messiah had come, suffered, died
and rose again from the dead. St. Paul
was tasked as Apostle to the Gentiles,
those people who were not of Jewish
decent and to whom the doors of
Salvation are also open. They are
models for us to emulate in the
tireless work of evangelisation; a work
that continues until Christ comes

again at the end of time. Their
encounter with Jesus touched their
hearts and compelled them to bring
Him to others. Both St Peter and St
Paul were martyred for the faith in
Rome, where the remains of both
remain to this day.
As we celebrate these great pillars

of the Church, Pope Francis presided
over the Mass of the feast during
which the pallia are blessed. The
pallia are woollen scarves worn
around the neck on top of the Mass
vestments of Metropolitan
Archbishops. They are a circular band
about two inches wide, worn about
the neck, breast, and shoulders, and
having two pendants, one hanging
down in front and one behind. They
are decorated with six small black
crosses — one each on the breast and
back, one on each shoulder, and one
on each pendant. The crosses on the
breast, back, and left shoulder are
provided with a loop for the reception
of a gold pin set with a precious stone
as a reminder of the crucifixion of
Jesus.
The use of the pallium is reserved to

the Pope and Metropolitan
Archbishops. Worn by the Pope, the
pallium symbolises the plenitude of
pontifical office; worn by Archbishops,
it signifies their participation in the
supreme pastoral power of the Pope,
who concedes it to them for their
proper Church provinces. Its use can
be traced back to the 4th century
where Pope Marcus (336) conferred
the pallium on the bishop of Ostia.
The new pallia were laid before the

tomb of St Peter, where they remained
until the Pontifical Mass the next day.
Until recently the Pope placed the
pallium on the shoulders of the new
Archbishops at the Mass. In a recent
change to the ceremony, Pope Francis
passes the pallium to the new
Archbishops privately after the Mass.
The Archbishops then bring the
pallium back to their Metropolitan
Province where it is formally conferred
on them by the Papal Nuncio, among
their flock, in a separate ceremony.
A date has yet to be fixed for the

imposition of the pallium on
Archbishop Mark, but it is anticipated
that it will take place in the autumn.

Archbishop Mark
travels to Rome to
collect the pallium

Pope at Audience: Canada, a penitential visit ‘like no other’
Pope Francis resumes his weekly Wednesday General Audience after a July
break, and dedicates his catechesis to his recent Apostolic Journey to
Canada, a penitential pilgrimage dedicated to embracing indigenous peoples
who suffered injustices over the centuries.
Pope Francis resumed his weekly Wednesday General Audiences on Wednesday,

after his annual summer break, and dedicated this week's catechesis to his
recently-concluded Apostolic Journey to Canada.
The Audience was held in the Vatican's Paul VI Hall due to the intense summer

heat in the Italian capital.
During his catechesis, the Pope recalled his ‘penitential pilgrimage’ to the North

American country, focused on healing and reconciliation with the nation's
indigenous peoples who suffered attempts to erase their culture and identity.
These injustices were perpetrated in the infamous historic government-funded

residential schools system, with the cooperation of many members of the local
churches.
In his remarks, the Pope remembered his time in Edmonton, Quebec, and his

stop in the Arctic city of Iqaluit, the capital of Nunavut Territory.
The Holy Father said it was “a visit like no other.”
“In fact, the main motivation was to meet the indigenous peoples to express to

them my closeness and my sorrow, and to ask for forgiveness – to ask for
forgiveness – for the harm done to them by those Christians, including many
Catholics, who in. the past collaborated in the forced assimilation and
enfranchisement policies of the governments of the time.”
In this sense, the Pope explained, his journey “was undertaken in Canada to write

a new page,” and continue to walk together, always closer, with the indigenous
peoples.

The Pope pointed out how apropos the motto of ‘Walking Together’ was for the
Journey.
Repentance and reconciliation
Much analysis, the Pope suggested, “shows that, on the one hand, some men

and women of the Church have been among the most decisive and courageous
supporters of the dignity of the indigenous peoples, coming to their defence and
contributing to raising awareness of their languages and cultures.”
“But, on the other hand,” he added, “there was unfortunately no shortage of those

participated in programmes that today we understand are unacceptable and
contrary to the Gospel."
In this sense, he reiterated, this visit was penitential, and even if there were many

joyful moments, “the meaning and tone of the whole was one of reflection,
repentance and reconciliation.”
Rejecting mindset of colonization and promoting indigenous
In Edmonton, he said, there was an honest and sorrowful remembrance of the

past, which continued in Quebec with “a plea” for reconciliation born of hope
through Christ, and concluded, in Iqaluit, with confident trust in the “healing” made
possible by the power of the Risen Lord to make all things new.
The Church’s desire, as it explicitly acknowledged the wrongs of the past - the

Holy Father suggested, rejects the mindset of colonization, and esteems and
promotes the indigenous cultures.
Pope Francis concluded by praying, “May the fortitude and pacific action of the

indigenous peoples of Canada be an example for all originary peoples not to close
themselves up, but to offer their indispensable contribution for a more fraternal
humanity, that knows how to love creation and the Creator, in harmony with creation,
in harmony between you all.”
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Archbishop
George ’s
Golden 
celebration
On Wednesday 27th April 2022, an hour after it was announced that
Bishop Mark O’Toole of Plymouth had been named the 8th
Archbishop of Cardiff and the next Bishop of Menevia ‘in persona
episcopi’, the Archbishop elect visited Cardiff Cathedral to greet the
people and celebrate Mass with Archbishop George Stack.
Archbishop-elect O’Toole will be installed as the 8th Archbishop of
Cardiff on Monday 20th June 2022.
(All photographs courtesy of Karol Steckiewicz) Archbishop-elect Mark O’Toole (L) and Archbishop George Stack (R)
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Cardinal Nichols reflects on the 
synodal process in his homily on 
the feast day of St Peter and St Paul
Today, as we celebrate this great
feast, we rejoice in the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit.
It was this gift, given to the first

apostles in the upper room, which
transformed Peter from fear into great
fortitude and directness, as did his
release from prison as we heard in the
first reading. ‘Now I know it is all true’ he
proclaimed. Yes, earlier at Caesarea
Philippi, standing in front of the marble
temple erected to mark the claims of the
Roman Emperor to be divine, he had
spoken the truth of Jesus Christ, Son of
the Living God. But now he is truly set
free.
The Holy Spirit came to Paul on the

road to Damascus and at the hand of
Ananias, not forgetting the earlier
witness of Stephen. Then he began
preaching ‘Jesus is the Son of God’
(Acts 9).
At this time, as bishops, we are trying

prayerfully to absorb and discern the
presence of the Holy Spirit in all the
voices we have been listening to on this
Synodal Pathway to which Pope Francis
has called us. We will shortly complete
our own reflections on all we have
received. There are many different
voices, and many different gifts of the
Holy Spirit.
So too Peter and Paul are very

different.
Peter, a steadfast fisherman, used to

boats and market places, capable of
obstinacy and hot-headedness. He
followed the Lord in stolid faithfulness,
never making a fuss about himself, yet
open to challenge and change, and
immensely brave.
Paul, a real high-flyer, academically

talented, imaginative, full of ideas and
re-interpretations and so able with those
quick-silver responses to difficult
situations. As we heard in the second
reading, he was always ready to defend
and justify himself and the mission he
had been given.
These voices still find clear resonance

in our Church today. The range is similar:
quiet voices that have emerged only
with much encouragement and prayerful
listening, in contrast to voices that did
not hesitate for a moment in making
their views known. So it is good to
remember that early teaching of Peter:
‘Truly I understand that God shows no
partiality, but in every nation, anyone
who fears him and does what is right is
acceptable to God’ (Acts 10:34). And
let’s not forget that it is Peter, described
as ‘uneducated and common’ (Acts

4:13), who is chosen to be the Rock of
our faith.
As we bishops ponder all the

responses we have received – over 700
pages – we are most open to the key
characteristics of the work of the Holy
Spirit. And there is no doubt that the first
and essential gift of the Spirit is a
closeness to Christ, a holiness of life. It
is the Spirit who binds us to him, who
alone is our way, truth and life. And the
holy way of life is marked by a profound
peace, by a willing repentance and by
great fervour for the Lord. This comes
across in really good measure in so
many of the voices to which we are
attending. There is here a fine measure
of compassion and shared pain,
especially for those who experience
themselves, or are seen by others, to be
‘outside’ or excluded. In addition, there
is the great concern for the urgent care
of our created world.
These responses give rise to a most

important challenge: that as a church we
learn how to accompany each other,
especially through those difficult times
and places. As Pope Francis said at the
beginning of his years of service as
Pope:
‘The Church will have to initiate

everyone – priests, religious, laity – into
this “art of accompaniment”, which
teaches us to remove our sandals
before the sacred ground of the other
(cf Exodus 3:5). The pace of this
accompaniment must be steady and
reassuring, reflecting our closeness and
our compassionate gaze, which also
heals, liberates and encourages growth
in the Christian life’ (Evangelii Gaudium
169).
Such accompaniment is a challenge

for every parish. Who are those who feel
that they do not belong, or fear they may
not be made welcome? Can we reach
out and say, ‘No, we are close’?It is a
challenge for every organisation to look
at itself and ask how easy is it for those
who are different to join in our activities.
It is a question for each one of us: do

we try to be close to those we meet
regularly, with whom we might work or
live, simply making it clear that no
matter what happens we will not turn
away, not in judgement, nor in disdain,
nor in fear?
This requires a strength of purpose,

certainly. But more than that it requires
our closeness to our Blessed Lord, who
not only invites us to live in this way,
after his own example, but asks us to
see himself in the other person, in every
other person, polished or disfigured,
erudite or confused, buoyant or
depressed. Only in knowing his
acceptance of each of us, with all our
faults and failings, will we understand
that he accepts everyone else too and
that we also must learn to do so.
Closeness to Christ is our first and last

criterion. Without that we can look like
no more than a debating society,
interesting – perhaps – but closed-in.
But our faith is so much more than ideas
and processes. It is a living, life-
changing relationship with and in the
mystery of God. St John Henry Newman
expresses this so eloquently in his
confessional hymn which we will sing
shortly. It begins: ‘Firmly I believe and
truly, God is three and God is one, and I
next acknowledge duly manhood taken
by the Son.’ He then goes on to
proclaim, most tellingly: ‘And I hold in
veneration, for the love of him alone,

Holy Church as his creation and her
teachings as his own.’ That, too, is part
of our love of the Lord. That too is the
fruit of the Holy Spirit for which we
search and for which we pray.
Today’s Feast, and this Synodal

Pathway on which we have embarked,
can renew our purpose and our life. Its
keywords are ‘participation, communion
and mission’, and Christ is at the centre
of all three. We seek participation in the
life of God in him, through the Holy
Spirit; we find communion of life with
him in the Church; and are called by him
to a willing share in his mission in the
world.
There is, then, a radical appeal to be

heard at this moment. It is clear. Each of
us can make this appeal, gently,
respectfully, to those we know. It is
simple:
Come, come to the Lord. In him, you

will find your heart’s desire, your refuge
and your strength. Come with me, do
not be afraid for he will tell you that your
face is beautiful and your voice is sweet
(cf Song of Songs 2:14).And let us not
forget that just as he rescued Peter
while asleep, the Lord will pour gifts on
all his beloved while they slumber
(Psalm 127).
Indeed, as we strive to be ‘the Church

we wish to be’, we remember the words
of St Augustine: ‘You will be taught
much better by the one who speaks to
you even when I am not here; the one
about whom you think loving thoughts;
the one whom you have taken into your
hearts and whose temple you have
become.’
Praised be Jesus Christ. Amen.

H.E. Cardinal Vincent Nichols
Archbishop of Westminster
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