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I write to thank you all, parish representatives,
parish teams, parishioners, priests and deacons
for all the time and effort you have put in to
carrying out the synodal process in your parishes
and in writing your Report and sending it in.  
We received 41 Synodal Reports and one from the

University Chaplaincy. They were all most interesting
to read, the characteristics of your different parishes,
the methods you used and the views of your
parishioners, under the headings of Communion,
Participation and Mission. It was a challenge to you
all to start the “listening and discernment” process,
to gather views in a variety of ways and to write a
report, all in a reduced time frame.  
Members of the Diocesan Synodal Team each

took one of the themes and read that section across
all 42 reports. They wrote one or two pages about
the emerging themes in their section.  These
constituted Draft One and these pages were then
considered by the Team this week. One member has
now written the final draft, Draft Two. All members of
the Team are reading that Draft and will produce their
comments so that Draft Three, the Final Draft, will be
produced this weekend.  This will be then be sent to

the Archbishop. It will be sent out to parishes on the
weekend of April 9th-10th.  The Report will appear in
the May edition of the Catholic People and will also
be put on the archdiocesan website.
I believe that all of you who have been involved, in

any way, great or small, can be rightly proud of your
contribution. You have responded to Pope Francis’s
call to walk together and to enter into a “synodal”
process of listening and discernment, walking
humbly with God, being led by the Holy Spirit and
recognising Christ in each other and listening to
each other. 
The submission of the reports and the diocesan

report are not the end of the road. It is hoped and
expected that the synodal way of doing things will
continue, that we will embark on an ongoing journey
of synodal conversion and that we will work towards
fulfilling Pope Francis's dream of a wholly synodal
Church. You have begun at parish level and I wish
you well as you continue to do things in the synodal
way.

May God bless your synodal endeavours,
Madeleine Walters,

Diocesan Synodal Co-ordinator

CAFOD rushes in to help
Ukraine emergency

Synodal Update

CAFOD is part of Caritas Internationalis – one of the largest aid
networks in the world.  Caritas organisations are on the ground.
Donations are supporting this humanitarian crisis through our
partners:
Caritas Ukraine has 19 centres across the country. They are extremely

experienced, having been active for 30 years and have been responding
to the conflict in eastern Ukraine since 2014. They are already helping by:
Running warm and safe ‘collective centres’ which provide beds, food,

washing facilities and safe spaces for children. Displaced families can
also receive up-to-date information, referrals to local services and
psychosocial support.
Transporting people to friends, family, or the collective centres for

shelter and support;
Organising Child-Friendly-Spaces where children can play sports and

do arts and crafts as a means of coping with their experiences.
Caritas SPES, a charity of the Religious Mission of the Roman Catholic

Church in Ukraine, is helping children and families to reach safe locations.
They are also distributing humanitarian aid in their centres across the
country and to people who have fled to the borders. 
Caritas Poland, Caritas Romania and Caritas Moldova are all supporting

people who have fled Ukraine and are in need of food, water, shelter and
means to continue their journeys to safety.
We are one of 15 trusted agencies which make up the Disasters

Emergency Committee. CAFOD is doing brilliant work to help those Ukrainian families badly hit by the Russian invasion

They have answered the call. 
How can we help? 

Please Support the 

Priest 
Training 
Fund

Scan the QR code to donate or go to
www.rcadc.org/donations

They’ve made a commitment to be there for us, to provide the 
presence of Christ in our communities and comfort those in 

need. Let’s be there for them by giving what we can.
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More on priest training appeal on page 8
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EASTER SERVICES
SATURDAY 9 APRIL Confession will be heard during the day
SUNDAY 10 APRIL Palm Sunday Saturday Vigil Mass at 5.30pm  Sunday 

11am – Blessing of palms and Procession from 
Cornerstone  5pm Evening Mass

TUESDAY 12 APRIL Mass of Chrism and Renewal of Priestly Vows  
11.30am
Confessions 1ill be heard from 10.45 – 11.15

THURSDAY 14 APRIL Maundy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper  with 
Procession to the Altar of Repose  6.30pm

FRIDAY  15 APRIL Good Friday  Stations of the Cross 11am  Liturgy of 
the Passion and Death of the Lord  3pm

SATURDAY 16 APRIL Holy Saturday  Easter Vigil and First Mass of Easter 
with Blessing of the New Fire and Renewal of Baptism
Vows  8.30pm

OTHER NOTICES FOR EASTER
PARISH LUNCH at The Cornerstone. Sunday 10 April – Palm Sunday. 
Bookings to be made to Spiro Borg KSG on 029 2049 4425
EASTER LILIES are available to decorate the church for Easter and to
remember your loved ones who have died, either family or friends. Envelopes
are available and a donation of £5 is requested from each donor.

Easter at
St David’s
Cathedral 3 minute reading and meditation with Teresa

O’Driscoll
Email: teresa@teresaodriscoll.co.uk

You will need a Bible, a chair, and few minutes alone

"Whenever two of you on earth agree about anything
you pray for, it will be done for you by My Father in
heaven.” (Matthew 18:19)

Let Biblical Inspiration

Fire Your Imagination!

JESUS I TRUST IN YOU!    
With the cruel war devastating Ukraine I joined a group of parishioners at St Teilo’s
to pray for peace. Entering the church, lit by a blaze of candles, I moved into a pew,
sank to my knees, and began to add my own silent petitions to God alongside
theirs. Though I had already prayed for the same thing countless times since this
war began, I knew that saying these prayers with the group made them even more
potent. Then, gazing at a crucifix, contemplating Christ's death and resurrection –
which was His triumph over death – I simply put my trust in Him. Try the following
meditation to help you to do that; or to reinforce your trust.   
1. Read Matthew 18:19-20
2. Sit up straight and close your eyes. Breathe in deeply through the nose. Hold a
few seconds. Breathe out through the mouth and as you do so feel the whole of
your body relax.
3. Now meditate for a few moments on the omnipresence of God – which means
that He is in Ukraine, as well as with you right now. 
4. Now say this prayer – or one of your own – ‘Dear Heavenly Father, please help
me to seek out ways to join with others praying for peace in Ukraine; mindful of
Your promise to hear and answer us. I ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.’
5. When you are ready breathe in and out deeply as before. Then open your eyes
and have a big stretch.
I hope the above reminds you that, no matter how bad things get, Christ has
overcome the world… (John 16:33) 
God bless,  
Teresa
For more on the above topic please see Teresa’s blog:
http://teresaodriscoll.blogspot.co.uk/
Teresa O’Driscoll is the author of 9 Days to Heaven, How to make everlasting
meaning of your life.

The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Cardiff is seeking to appoint a full-time Property Manager.
The purpose of the role is to provide a management and advisory function across the
Archdiocese of Cardiff property estate. 
Specific Duties:
•  Recognised principal contact for estate management queries across the 71 churches and 54 
schools comprising the Archdiocese of Cardiff property portfolio

•  To administer the Archdiocese schools maintenance grant programme
•  To facilitate and oversee estate management work as required to ensure a quality outcome
•  To oversee the efficient operation of all transactional property activity including, sales, 
purchases, leases and licences

•  To deal with individual estate management cases where required, including site visits
•  To coordinate requests for assistance from churches and involve consultants or contractors as 
necessary

•  To manage vacant property
•  To oversee Insurance and health and safety matters related to property 
•  To report to the trustees at Trustees meetings

The role would suit an experienced Chartered Surveyor or Architect.
The role is permanent, subject to a six-month probationary period.

For further information/informal discussion about this role, please contact Christopher Jones,
Property Manager via E-mail at property@rcadc.org.

Salary £60,000 per annum
35 hours per week        
Location: Cardiff       

Line Manager: Archbishop, Diocesan Board of Trustees
To apply, please request an application pack from:

HR Department
Archdiocese of Cardiff
41-43 Cathedral Road

Cardiff 
CF11 9HD

E-mail: hr@rcadc.org
Tel: 02920 374148

Archdiocese of Cardiff - Property Manager
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Editorial
Our wonderful
priests 
You can read on page 1 and page 8
of our Annual Priest Training Fund
Appeal.
Young priests for the future are vital
to our Church and we need the
financial resources to pay for their
training in order that they can serve
us along with their senior clerical
colleagues, who themselves have
given to much for our faith.
The Church needs your generous
support and details are here in
Catholic People on how you can
donate.
Please act on this appeal and help to
train our young priests.

Ukraine
You can read on page 1 of the
wonderful work our Catholic charities
are doing to help people in war-torn
Ukraine.
In St David’s Cathedral there is a box
specifically to collect money for the
great and humane work being done
by our charities.
Please remember them in your
prayers…and in your pockets! 

This summer we are all invited to
spiritually gather as a World Family
in Christ to celebrate the joy, love,
and glory that is the vocation of
family life through The World
Meeting of Families (WMOF),
Wednesday 22nd to Sunday 26th
June.
This World Meeting of Families, the

10th of its kind, will draw to a close
the Amoris Laetitia Year of the Family
2021-22, and provides a perfect
opportunity for us to celebrate and
affirm our parish and diocesan
families, collectively as a global family
of families.
Instituted by Pope St John Paul II in

1994, the WMOFs are organised and
promoted by the Vatican Dicastery for
the Laity, Family and Life. The shape
of the event has always been fairly
consistent, with an international
Theological-Pastoral Congress at the
start, and ending, in the presence of
the Pope, with a vigil and ‘Festival of
Families’, along with a great
Eucharistic celebration.
For each Congress married

couples, families, pastors,
theologians, and professionals with

expertise on a variety of
issues that affect family
life, are invited to come
together for workshops,
talks, and discussions
on family based themes.
At past meetings most

families stayed at home
with the meeting
perceived as being
something remote, at
most followed on
television, and unknown
to the majority of families. This time
WMOF will have a special format with
an opportunity provided by
providence to create a worldwide
event that can involve all families that
would like to feel part of the ecclesial
community; the limitations of the
pandemic, in a sense, having
presented the opportunity for more
families to truly participate. The aim is
for events in Rome and local
initiatives to go hand-in-hand.
Families all around the world, whether
Catholic or not, will be able to listen
to and follow the meeting with the
Holy Father via live streaming.
Among other things, the World

Meeting is part of the current synodal
journey of the Church and will provide
a valuable experience of
“participation, communion and
mission” for our families.
Under the title ‘Rome at Home’ the

Archdiocesan Family Ministry Team
will be developing ways to celebrate
the gift of family life, including the
production of some easy to use
resources and suggestions enabling
a greater participation in the
WMOF22. These will be available for
use by individual families or groups of
families in either a parish and/or
school setting.
There are already preparatory

catechetical resources available on
the World Meeting website
www.romefamily2022.com/en/ ; these
focus on different themes of family
life and have a standalone quality as
well as building towards participation
of the World Meeting. There is also an
official prayer and hymn, specifically
composed for the event… perhaps
your family and or parish could learn
it and introduce it into your ‘playlists’
especially for family based Masses. 
The M&FL ministry team encourage

you to raise the awareness of this
forthcoming World Meeting in your
parishes during the months leading
up to the events in Rome; the team
will send out items for the newsletters
also to help in deciding how your
parish might participate in some way,
large or small. 
Finally, as you are may be left

wondering ‘why should I/we’, perhaps
reflect on how hard the past two
years have been for us all, in very
many and different ways, but we have
all been affected, and the synodal
process your parish has engaged in
recently. Surely this offers a timely
opportunity to reconnect as a parish
family and as a World Family in Christ
to celebrate the joy, love, and glory
that is the vocation of family life to
which we ALL owe everything!
Joanne White - Archdiocesan

Marriage & Family Life Worker/Co-
ordinator Parenting@rcadc.org 

All are invited!
The theme for the tenth World Meeting of Families (WMOF) is
Family Love: a vocation and a path to Holiness.

Networking Lunch
Parish administrators, volunteers, staff
Friday 29 April @ 11:00 am - 1:00 pm

St Mary’s, Bridgend

An informal gathering over lunch for
those that actively lead and support

church & community life.  Includes both
parish staff and volunteers, an

opportunity to meet the Development
Team.

This is a pilot to get like minded people
together to share their experiences.
With sufficient interest we’d like to
move these around the diocese.

Registration and further details:
https://rcadc.org/events/

Please let us know if you’d like to attend
by emailing: Gareth Simpson,
gareth.simpson@rcadc.org
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Caritas Calling! April / May 2022
A Monthly Bulletin for our local
parishes, charities and Catholic
Agencies

1. CSAN convenes national Catholic
response to Ukrainian refugees 
2. CSAN web-based toolkit resource
on Ukraine 
3. Theme for 108th World Day of
Migrants and Refugees announced
4. Pastoral Orientations On
Intercultural Migrant Ministry 
5. Poverty challenge 2022: See,
Judge, Act
6. The Pope’s Prayer intentions:
April - For health care workers 
May - For faith-filled young people
7. The Cycle of Prayer
8. ‘Synodality in the life of the parish’
– considering ways forward in the
synodal journey  

1. CSAN convenes national Catholic
response to Ukrainian refugees
https://www.csan.org.uk/news/respo
nse-to-ukrainian-refugees-110322/

On 11 March 2022, Catholic
organisations joined an online meeting
convened by CSAN to consider the
organised response of the Catholic
Church in England and Wales to the
impact of a new wave of refugees from
the war in Ukraine.
Raymond Friel, Chief Executive of

CSAN (Caritas Social Action Network),
chaired the meeting, with 39
representatives of Catholic organisations
tackling poverty in England and Wales.
Some of the organisations also work
directly in the war region through wider
Catholic networks, such as the Caritas
federation, Depaul International, the
Jesuit Refugee Service, and Society of
St Vincent de Paul. Bishops Terry
Drainey (Chair of CSAN) and Paul
McAleenan (Lead Bishop for Migration in

the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of
England and Wales) were in attendance,
with Bishop McAleenan leading prayers.
Participants described some of their

emerging practical responses, and the
need for coherent national
representation of Catholic concerns to
the UK Government. Feedback from
those in the meeting suggested areas of
common focus for guidance,
coordination and support across many
Catholic organisations, including:
•  Uses of church-owned properties for
accommodation, training, improving
social connections and understanding of
life in this country, and space for groups
of refugees to worship together in their
own language.
•  Effective support for Catholic
households looking to welcome one or
more refugees in their own residence
and investment/rental properties, with
attention to safeguarding, the potential
for exploitation and domestic abuse.
•  Trauma informed support and
counselling. Several Catholic direct
service providers offer relevant services
in parts of the country, but there is a
need to consider how other areas might
benefit from this.
•  Translation services.
CSAN is concerned that the war in
Ukraine comes on top of a rapidly
growing ‘cost of living crisis’, likely to
push hundreds of thousands of existing
households into severe poverty this
Spring. Many of the potential local
responses to refugees should be
considered for existing households
falling into deep poverty too.
CSAN recognises that the UK
Government faces challenges in policy
and Departmental readiness to support
refugees and others in poverty,
including:
•  A backlog of asylum claims
unprocessed by the Home Office

•  Adequate fulfilment of the UK’s
international obligations in law and
practice
•  Investing greater trust and
management of welfare spending in
local public bodies and community
organisations, where this can realise a
more humane welfare system.
The UK Government has so far

announced two schemes to support
Ukrainian refugees – a family unification
route, and a scheme for individual
households to host refugees in return for
a monthly cash payment. A further
announcement is expected on plans for
churches and other charities to resettle
refugees over a longer term, through a
new Humanitarian Sponsorship scheme,
which will be different from the current
Community Sponsorship Scheme for
Syrian refugees.
Raymond Friel said: ‘The Humanitarian

Sponsorship Scheme offers the
opportunity for the generosity of UK
citizens to express itself. We look
forward to working with all partners to
ensure the scheme works as effectively
as possible. Ukrainian refugees need
homes, work and education
opportunities until they are able to return
to their own beloved nation. We
welcome this development and hope it
will gain wide support.’

2.  CSAN web-based toolkit resource
on Ukraine 
CSAN has provided a web-based toolkit
resource Responding to War in Ukraine.
The Foreword and About this resource
have been reproduced in this Bulletin.
The resource, including Updates, is
available here:
https://www.csan.org.uk/ukraine/

Foreword
We have been following the situation in
Ukraine with dismay and with our
prayers. The brutal conflict has triggered
the largest war-related migration of
people since the Balkan War of the
1990s. The humanitarian aid response in
Ukraine and other countries continues to
develop. CSAN and CAFOD have made
a joint statement (pdf, 0.2mb) about our
roles in this situation, and receive regular
updates on emerging needs from
national Caritas agencies in the war
region.
The Catholic community’s response to

refugees has expressed a heartfelt
compassion and practical support, for

example in recent years through the
Community Sponsorship Scheme for
Syrian refugees, and for those displaced
from Afghanistan. Pope Francis
summarises the right response ‘to the
arrival of migrating persons in four
words: welcome, protect, promote and
integrate’, and goes on to set out a list
of ‘indispensable steps’ (Fratelli tutti,
129-130). CSAN and other Catholic
charities have already received many
offers of support to help Ukrainian
refugees, and we hope this resource will
help to inform further practical
responses.
In addition, the need to plan and

resource a humanitarian response to
poverty in England and Wales is acute:
how we resource both the needs of
incoming refugees and existing
residents already in poverty. 14.5 million
people in the UK are in poverty. A ‘cost-
of-living crisis’ this Spring is forecast to
push an additional 4 million UK
households into poverty in 2022.

About this resource
•  CSAN has received many enquiries
from members of the public and
Catholic organisations asking how they
can help people caught up in the war in
Ukraine. This resource is addressed
mainly to the Catholic community in
England and Wales, offering some
answers on how to help. Please note
that we do not offer advice on collection
or transport of goods – see the section
on donations below.
•  Responses from the UK Government
and civil society organisations are
developing rapidly. CSAN will add to and
amend this page as new details
emerge, with a summary of the updates
at the top of the page.
•  We are very grateful to the Church of
England’s Mission and Public Affairs
Division for consent to re-use some of
their materials with modifications

3. Theme for 108th World Day of
Migrants and Refugees announced
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/theme-
2022-world-day-of-migrants-and-
refugees/
Pope Francis has chosen “Building the
Future with Migrants and Refugees,” as
the theme for the 108th World Day of
Migrants and Refugees, to be
celebrated on 25 September. The Day is
observed every year on the last Sunday
of September as an occasion to expressThe Catholic Church response to Ukrainian refugees
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support and concern for people who are
forced to flee their homes, to encourage
Catholics worldwide to remember and
pray for those displaced by conflict and
persecution and increase awareness
about the opportunities that migration
offers. It  was first celebrated in 1914.
Building the future with migrants and

refugees 
According to the Migrants and

Refugees Section of the Vatican’s
Dicastery the Dicastery for Promoting
Integral Human Development, this year’s
theme highlights  the commitment that
we are all called to share in building a
future that embraces God’s plan, leaving
no one behind. Building with” means
recognizing and promoting the role that
migrants and refugees have to play in
this work of construction, because only
in this way will it be possible to build a
world that ensures the conditions for the
integral human development of all, a
communiqué explains. Pope Francis’
Message, featuring six sub-themes, will
explore how migrants and refugees are
able to contribute – now and in the
future – to the social, economic, cultural,
and spiritual development of societies
and ecclesial communities.
Resources 
As every year,  the Migrants and
Refugees Section will carry out a
communications campaign starting at
the end of March, aimed at fostering a
deeper understanding of the theme and
sub-themes through multimedia aids,
informational material, and theological
reflections.

4. Pastoral Orientations On
Intercultural Migrant Ministry
Reply
Forward
On 24 March 2022, the Migrants and
Refugees Section of the Dicastery for
Promoting Integral Human Development
has published Pastoral Orientations On
Intercultural Migrant Ministry. 
In the Preface, Pope Francis writes:
These Pastoral Orientations offer

proposals for intercultural pastoral
ministry, transmitting in concrete terms
my invitation in the Encyclical Fratelli
Tutti to develop a culture of encounter. I
invite you to take up anew the image of
the polyhedron, which “represents a
society where differences coexist,
complementing, enriching, and
reciprocally illuminating one another [...].
Each of us can learn something from
others. No one is useless and no one is
expendable.” (FT, 215)
“We are all in the same boat.” All of us

are called to commit ourselves to
universal fraternity. For Catholics, this
translates into being ever more faithful to
our being Catholic. As I wrote in the
Message for the 107th World Day of
Migrants and Refugees, “encountering
the diversity of foreigners, migrants, and
refugees, and in the intercultural
dialogue that can emerge from this
encounter, we have an opportunity to
grow as Church and to enrich one
another.”

In times of greatest crisis, like the
pandemic and the wars that we are
currently experiencing, closed-minded
and aggressive nationalism (FT, 11) and
radical individualism (FT, 105) fracture or
divide our unity, both in the world and
within the Church. The highest price is
paid by those who end up getting
labelled as “them” versus “us”:
foreigners, migrants, and the
marginalised who inhabit the existential
peripheries. In this context, these
guidelines propose an ever wider “we,”
which refers both to the entire human
family and to the Church.
“The Catholic faithful are called to

work together, each in the midst of his
or her own community, to make the
Church become ever more inclusive.”
These Pastoral Orientations invite us to
broaden the way that we experience
being Church. They urge us to see the
tragedy of prolonged uprootedness, to
welcome, protect, integrate, and
promote our brothers and sisters, and to
create opportunities to work together
towards communion. They give us the
chance to live out a new Pentecost in
our neighbourhoods and parishes, as
we come to realise the richness of their
spirituality and vibrant liturgical traditions.
This is also an opportunity to be an

authentically synodal Church, journeying
together, not set in our ways, never
stagnant, but a Church that “makes no
distinction between natives and
foreigners, between residents and
guests,” for we are all pilgrims on this
earth.
We are called to dream together. We

should not be afraid to “dream as a
single human family, as fellow travellers
sharing the same flesh, as children of
the same earth which is our common
home, each of us bringing the richness
of his or her beliefs and convictions,
each of us with his or her own voice,
brothers and sisters all” (FT, 8). These
proposals invite us to begin this dream
from our concrete reality, extending to
the ends of the earth like an immense
tent, embracing our migrant and refugee
brothers and sisters and building the
Kingdom of God together in a universal
spirit of fraternity.
The Lord Jesus tells us that every

encounter with a refugee or migrant is
an opportunity to encounter Him (cf. Mt.
25:35). His Holy Spirit makes us
capable of embracing everyone,
cultivating communion in diversity, and
harmonising differences without ever
imposing a depersonalised uniformity.
Catholic communities are invited to grow
in the joy of encounter and to recognize
the new life that migrants bring with
them.
Franciscus
Vatican, March 3, 2022
The whole document is accessible
through this link: Testo in lingua inglese

5. Poverty challenge 2022: See,
Judge, Act
Many members of our communities face
a steep rise in the cost of living,

particularly from April 2022. People who
were already poor and most affected by
Covid-19 will also be hit hardest by price
rises. Joseph Rowntree Foundation
estimates that a further four million UK
households could end up below the
poverty line in 2022, adding to 14.5
million UK households already in
poverty.
CSAN has published a short formation

resource, ‘Hoping for mild at least’, to
explain the Catholic Church’s teaching
on poverty, and to invite a deeper
response to it within the life of local
communities. Welcoming the resource,
Bishop Richard Moth, Chair of the
Department for Social Justice of the
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of
England and Wales, said,
‘I am very pleased to be able to

commend to you this short booklet on a
theme that must always be dear to the
heart of us all, both in prayer and in
action. The resource offered here is
timely. It will enable our communities in
parishes and schools to reflect further
on this important issue, thereby
discerning the most appropriate ways to
engage in the best possible response.’
The booklet aims to increase

awareness of Catholic Social Teaching
on poverty, and to inform local
responses using the Church’s approach
of ‘See, judge, act’. Download the
resource (pdf, 0.8mb)

6. The Pope’s Prayer intentions:
[Visit: https://thepopevideo.org/
each month for the latest video]
April - For health care workers 
“We pray for health care workers who
serve the sick and the elderly, especially
in the poorest countries; may they be
adequately supported by governments
and local communities.”
May - For faith-filled young people 
“We pray for all young people, called to
live life to the fullest; may they see in
Mary’s life the way to listen, the depth of
discernment, the courage that faith
generates, and the dedication to
service.”

7. The Cycle of Prayer -
https://www.liturgyoffice.org.uk/Cale
ndar/2022/Ordo-2022.pdf
Throughout Lent we are asked to pray
for the following intentions:
Candidates for the Sacraments -
especially on the Sundays of Lent
The Needy and Hungry of the World -
especially on Lenten Fast Day – 11
March CAFOD
Women's World day of Prayer -
especially on 1st Friday – 4 March
Penitent and Wanderers
Throughout Easter we are asked to pray
for the following intentions:
New Members of the Church
Vocations - especially on World Day of
Prayer for Vocations — 4th Sunday of
Easter
Survivors of Sexual Abuse - Tuesday 17
May [Tuesday 5th week of Easter]
Human Work - especially on St Joseph
the Worker —1 May
The right use of the Media - especially
on World Communications day — 7th
Sunday of Easter
The Church - especially on Pentecost [5
June]

8. ‘Synodality in the life of the parish’
– considering ways forward in the
synodal journey  
83. The parish is the community of the
faithful which incarnates the mystery of
the Church in a visible, immediate and
everyday form. The parish is where we
learn to live as disciples of the Lord in a
network of fraternal relationships and
experience communion in the variety of
vocations and generations, charisms,
ministries and competencies, forming a
genuine community where everyone
jointly lives out his or her mission and
service, harmonising the specific
contributions of them all.
84. In the parish there are two

structures which have a synodal
character: the parish pastoral council
and the financial council, with lay
participation in consultation and pastoral
planning. In this sense it seems
necessary to review the canonical norm
which at present only suggests that
there should be a parish pastoral council
and to make it obligatory, as the last
Synod of the Diocese of Rome did[99].
Bringing about an effective synodal
dynamic in a local Church also requires
that the Diocesan Pastoral Council and
parish pastoral councils should work in a
co-ordinated way and be appropriately
upgraded[100].
ITC, Synodality In The Life And Mission

Of The Church, 3.2.3 Synodality in the
life of the parish (2018)
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/co

ngregations/cfaith/cti_documents/rc_cti_
20180302_sinodalita_en.html
………
For more details on any of the

items in this Bulletin, or to consider
forming a parish Caritas team, please
contact: Jim Barnaville, Coordinator,
Caritas Archdiocese of Cardiff. Email
caritas@rcadc.org

Pope Francis: My prayers for health
care workers and young people
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St Patrick’s Day celebrated at The Cornerstone
Irish music and

perhaps a little

Black Bush

Whiskey were

featured at the 

St Patrick’s Day

celebration held

at The

Cornerstone

Saint Patrick

Enjoying the craik…Hilary Coulson, Fr Robert
James and  Cathy Morris

Cap and Fiddle group entertained with Irish music at The Cornerstone

St Joseph’s Shrine
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Canon Mike Evans is
pictured with Consul
General Denise Hanrahan
from The Consulate General
of Ireland in Wales. Denise
joined Canon Mike and
parishioners of St. Patrick’s
Grangetown to celebrate
Mass on the feast of St.
Patrick. 

Celebrating   
St Patrick’s 
Day at 
Grangetown

Volunteer Recognition
2022 – Nominations Open
We have the chance to say a big thank you to those special people who go
above and beyond in their efforts to help church and community. Give them
the recognition they deserve by making your nominations.  
It has been another extraordinary year for volunteering, with continued support for
the pandemic, emerging and growing community need, plus dramatic international
developments. We want to celebrate and recognise the effort volunteers have made
across the Archdiocese of Cardiff in the last 12 months.
Volunteer Recognition 2022 – Nominations Open Survey (surveymonkey.co.uk)
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/2GLN8Y6

Categories for Recognition  

•  Young People (up to 25 years) – recognising the contribution of young people
from school, college, university, employment and beyond.

•  Volunteer Individual (25 and over) – recognising the contribution of individuals.

•  Volunteer Team – recognising teams with a particular focus.

•  Specialist Volunteers – Health & Safety; Safeguarding; Fundraising, Heritage.
Celebrating those who take on roles with distinct responsibilities. Open to any
area of specialism.

•  Emergency Voluntary Response – recognising swift direct action in many forms
responding to the pandemic, flooding, community need, aid work and other
emergencies.

•  Lifetime Volunteer - recognising those that have always been at the forefront of
church and community life.

Hard copy version available.

Support & Enquiries: Gareth Simpson, Volunteer & Project Manager
gareth.simpson@rcadc.org  

What would Your Church
do with £10,000?
Support is being offered to secure funding for small projects costing up
to £10,000. The Development Team may be able to help when parish
halls need building works or other improvements – kitchen upgrades,
new equipment, small repairs etc. If you have a plan as to how you can
better serve your community, we want to know about it!
The Development Team in the Archdiocese of Cardiff would like to expand

the number of applications being made in this area given our success in
obtaining grant funding for small projects. Over £53,000 has been secured
to conduct repairs and improvements to parish halls across the diocese in
recent months. 100% of the project costs can be met by funders and the
Development Team provide support throughout the whole process – from
first ideas to end of project reporting.

Some examples of successes include:
St. David Lewis and St. Francis Xavier, Usk: Securing £9,966 to replace
flooring in the parish hall and install additional storage. This has meant the
‘Usk Food Kitchen’ is able to offer a lunch club combating isolation.
St. Mary of the Angels, Cardiff: Securing £9,179 towards installing showers
to offer further support to vulnerable guests who use the night shelter run
from the parish hall.
St. Mary’s Institute, Newport: Securing £9,883 to renovate the kitchen in
St. Mary’s Institute. This has enhanced the Institute as a place for the
community to reconnect helping tackle social isolation in the wake of COVID-
19.
The Most Holy Trinity, Ledbury: Securing £8,550 to improve ‘tired’ kitchen
facilities. The renovated kitchen is intended to attract new community
bookings and is ready just in time to serve refreshments for the SVP’s Lenten
lunch!

If you have a project that you think could benefit from grant support, email
Nadine Salter at Nadine.salter@rcadc.org to talk about how she can help.
Remember, if there are multiple churches in your parish you can also apply
for support more than once.
Don’t forget that the Development Team are also able to help with online

giving as well as contactless giving through QR codes or donation terminals.
The Team can also provide support promoting and managing legacies and
gifts. To find out more about upcoming training and events go to:
https://rcadc.org/events/category/events/
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Priests Training Fund
Meet Our Seminarians 
The priesthood has always been
essential to the life of the Church, from
the time of the Apostles until today. With
the annual Priest Training Fund Appeal

taking place over the weekend of 7th &
8th May, we decided to interview Elliot
Hanson to reflect on his experience as
a seminarian at the Venerable English
College in Rome. Since 1579
seminarians have been preparing for
ministry at the college, but what can
Deacon Elliot tell us about his more
recent experience:

Hometown: Barry

Home parish: St Helen's, Barry - but I
was baptised at the University
Chaplaincy in Oxford.

Age: 30

Favourite food: After 3 years of
studying in Italy, I am a whole-hearted
convert to Italian food.
Favourite Saint: That's a difficult one.
The missionary zeal of our martyred
Saints such as David Lewis has always
been an inspiration. But also figures
such as St Catherine of Siena who
wasn't afraid to speak the truth to those
in power. 

What did you do before seminary? I
read Modern Languages at the
University of Southampton. I had also
taught English as a foreign language in
the South of France and back in the UK.

When did I first think God was calling
me to be a priest? At the end of my
studies, I began asking myself what I
wanted to do afterwards but not only in
terms of a job but what I wanted to do
with my life. At the back of my mind was
the idea that God might be calling me to
give my life to Him. I had to at least give
it a try and here I am 6 years later!

Most challenging aspect of being a
seminarian? The transition to being a
seminarian can be difficult as we adapt
to a different way of living. However, it is
only through this "slowing down" that
we can cultivate the inner silence of
prayer to hear what the Lord really has
to say to us.

Most rewarding part of being a
seminarian? As a seminarian and a
deacon, I have had the immense

privilege to be invited into people's lives
in moments of great difficulty and
distress. It is such a joy to be able to
bring Christ into these situations. 

What advice would you give to
someone considering a vocation to
the priesthood? We seldom regret the
things we do but often regret the things
we do not do. To anyone considering a
religious vocation, I would encourage
you to give it a go. Embrace that
potential vocation with enthusiasm. God
is faithful to those who try to follow Him
with sincerity. 

Through your prayers and donations,
you support young men like Elliot and
those working to advance vocations
so they can encourage and inspire
those who hear God’s calling. Your
generosity also provides financial
support to seminarians, covering their
educational and living costs during
their 7 years in priestly formation at
the seminary. Your investment is an
investment in our Church now and for
future generations.

We rely on the prayers and generosity of our parishes
and parishioners to support the formation of our priests
and deacons here in the Archdiocese of Cardiff. 

Priest Training Fund Annual Appeal – 7th & 8th May
2022 
If you would like to donate to the Priest Training Fund,

you can do so via:
• Online: www.rcadc.org/priest-
training-fund
• Scan: QR code via your camera
phone 
• Cheque: made payable to Priest
Training Fund – send to the postal

address below. 
If you would like to become a Friend of the Priest
Training Fund with a monthly gift, or are interested in
supporting future priests with a gift in your Will, please
contact the team on donate@rcadc.org  
Address: Priest Training Fund, Archbishop’s House,
41/43 Cathedral Road, Cardiff, CF11 9HD

Is God Calling you, you should listen!
In the Archdiocese of Cardiff, we are blessed to have men answering the call to the
Priesthood and Diaconate and choosing to dedicate their lives to Christ and His people. Fr
Nicholas Williams, Vocations Director in the Archdiocese of Cardiff, reflects on the joy of
ordination. 
It is always a great day of celebration for a diocese when a new priest is ordained to offer

his life in service of the people of God; to offer the Sacrifice of the Mass for them, to teach
and guide them, and to provide a sacramental presence at the heart of the Christian
community. In each case, the priest steps forth from the assembled people of God in
response to a call he has discerned throughout his journey, throughout his formal education,
perhaps his working life, application, assessment and seminary. 
Like with any relationship, it is not the candidate or anyone else who alone decides that

he has been called to the priesthood; it is a mutual recognition by his bishop and formation
staff that the Lord has chosen this man for his ministry. When the candidate promises
obedience to his bishop, he publicly manifests the trust and humility that should serve as
the cornerstone of his priestly life. 
Like everyone preparing for priestly ordination, Elliot has travelled his own unique path

towards the point at which he now stands; Growing up in Barry, studying at Oxford and
Southampton and exploring the evangelical Christian Tradition before finding his way to
Catholicism, Elliot has been blessed with opportunities to witness many different aspects of
the Church. 
Having studied at Allen Hall, London, the English College, Rome and Institute Catholique

in Paris, and currently serving as a Deacon at St Mary of the Angels and Holy Family in
Canton and Fairwater, we now look forward with eager anticipation to Elliot’s priestly
ordination at St David’s Metropolitan Cathedral, Cardiff, on 16th July.
If you have a calling to the Catholic Priesthood or the Diaconate please contact Fr
Nicholas Williams, Vocations Director, on vocations@rcadc.org or by telephone: (029)
2022 8738

Thank you for your prayers and generous support of the Priesthood

Page 8_Layout 1  08/04/2022  12:32  Page 1


	Page 1_Cardiff
	Page 2_Cardiff
	Page 3_Cardiff
	Page 4_Cardiff
	Page 5_Cardiff
	Page 6_Cardiff
	Page 7_Cardiff
	Page 8_Cardiff

