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Our 21st century Schools 

The Rev Dr  Philip Manghan,

Catholic Education Service Advisor

for Wales and Archdiocesan

Schools, sums up the exam

successes of our Catholic schools. 

‘I came so that you may have life and have it

to the full’                                   (John 10:10)  

The mission of our Catholic schools and
college in the Archdiocese of Cardiff is to
proclaim this Good News of Jesus Christ: God,
our loving Father, loves us and wants us to
have life to the full. There are many ways in
which we see this lived out daily in our schools
and colleges: their inclusivity, their outreach to
the vulnerable and their striving always for the
very best education for our children and young
people. One particular measure is our schools
and college examination results, particularly at
A Level and GCSE and 2018 has been a
particularly strong year.

Sixth Forms

In the 16-19 age, as you can read later,
there has been great success at St David’s 6th
Form College and our schools are also
reporting high achievement. At Archbishop
McGrath Catholic High School in Bridgend,
Headteacher, Mrs Keller, reports that this year
over 62% of students received offers from
Russell Group universities, including Amelia
Bunce (A*, A, A, A) Law; Eve Clark (A *, A*,
A)Veterinary Science; Angharad Croot (A, A, A)

Music; Olivia Curtis (A*, A, A) Law; Carla
Elipane (A, A, A, B) Medicine; Katrin Higginson
(A*, A, A, B) Medicine; Kuganan
Jegatheeswaran (A*,A, A, C) Civil Engineering;
Lizlie Jorolan (A, A, A, B)Architecture; Georgia
Phillips (A*, A, A, B) Medicine; Morgan Philips
(A* A* A*

A*) Natural Sciences (Cambridge);
Konstancja Preisner (A, A, A, B, B) Business
Management; Grace Speakman (A, A, A, A)
Mathematics; and, Georgina Taylor (A*, A*, A,
A) Theology (Cambridge).

Cambridge bound Archbishop McGrath A

Level students Morgan Phillips and

Georgina Taylor with Bridgend Director of

Education, Lindsay Harvey

•  Continued on Page 2

Archdiocesan Schools and
College Exam Success!

Planning Catholic Education in the Diocese
of Cardiff for the next generation
As we celebrate the exam results

in our Catholic schools (see the

article on this page) Archbishop

George  reflects on the mission for

Catholic education in the diocese

‘In your Catholic schools, there is always a

bigger picture over and above the individual

subjects you study, the different skills you

learn.  All the work you do is placed in the

context of a growing friendship with God and

all that flows from that friendship.  So you

learn not just to be good students, but good

citizens, good people’.  

His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI.

‘The mission of the school is to develop a

sense of truth, of what is good and beautiful.

And this occurs through a rich path made up

of many ingredients.’ 

His Holiness Pope Francis.

Within the Archdiocese of Cardiff part of
our mission is to build on our current good
practice to ensure the future excellence and
viability of Catholic Education.  This mission

is based on strong spiritual values and sound
educational research.  Our ambition is:-
• The creation of a world-class Catholic

education system that enables all the
children of the Archdiocese to achieve
their spiritual, educational and human
potential.

• To work closely with stakeholders on re-
structuring our schools to deliver a
sustainable system that is fit for the future.

Our mission is wholly in line with Welsh
Government’s aspirations for education.  This
is backed by Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD)
evidence. I am conscious of the need for
closer working between our schools.  The
proposal for a new 3-16 school to replace St.
Alban’s High School and St. David’s and Our
Lady of the Angels Primary Schools will allow
for a seamless transition from early years up
to GCSE.  It will allow us to continue to build
upon the excellent education currently
offered by those schools in a state-of-the-art
campus.

•  Continued on Page 2
2018 St Mary’s Hereford GCSE students Maggie Hearne, Sam Hey,

Juvita Abraham and Columbus Layton celebrate GCSE success
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ARCHDIOCESAN
DIARY OF EVENTS

BEL – Belmont Abbey – The Retreats Secretary - email: retreats@belmontabbey.org.uk or tel: 07799 811 646. All
retreats begin with Vespers at 6.00 pm – check-in at Hedley Lodge from mid afternoon
LL – Ty Croeso Centre, Llantarnam Abbey, Cwmbran tel: 01633 867317
PRC – Pastoral Resources Centre, 910 Newport Road, Rumney, Cardiff tel: 029 20360044
St.P – St Peter’s Church, St Peter’s Street, Cardiff CF24 3BA

SEPTEMBER

7 September: Heritage Open Day. Free Tours of Belmont Abbey Church and sacristy to see the vestments 

and church plate. Open 10.00am - 4.30pm

7 September: Adoremus Eucharistic Congress, Liverpool. visit by parishioners of the Archdiocese

8 September: Heritage Open Day. Free Tours of Belmont Abbey Church and sacristy to see the 

vestments and church plate. 10.00am  - 4.30pm.

20 September: Celebration of 150th anniversary St. Joseph’s Aberdare  7pm

To list Archdiocesan and Deanery Events in this Diary contact:  Dr James Campbell-Editor. Archbishop’s House,
43 Cathedral Road, Cardiff, CF11 9HD. Tel: (029) 2022 0411 Fax: (029) 2037 9036 
Email: publications@rcadc.org 
Articles to be received by the 20th of the month for inclusion in the following month.

Planning Catholic 
Education in the Diocese
of Cardiff for the next 
generation
I firmly support this proposal, which will develop:-

• a learning campus where children will develop their faith, skills and knowledge as confident
citizens of the 21st century who are proud of their community and heritage; 

• continued improvement founded on current excellent practice; 
• a campus with excellent facilities for each age range; 
• a centre of excellence in Catholic teaching and learning that works in close partnerships with
all its feeder church schools; 

• a worship and social centre for the schools’ parishes and their communities
It is important that the vision of what can be achieved for our community is shared and

understood by all. This consultation process will give all involved with our community of Catholic
schools the chance to ask questions about this exciting proposal.
I am confident that the proposed 3-16 Catholic school in Cwmbran will be a strong and

nurturing environment.  I know the school will build on the ethos, success and achievements
already recognised in the three separate schools it will replace.  It will continue to build on the
high standards of its feeder primaries by working in ever closer partnership with them.
Our children deserve nothing less.
Consultations on this proposal and a similar one for Merthyr will be taking place this Autumn.

• Continued from Page 2

Archdiocesan Schools     
• Continued from Page 2

At Cardinal Newman Catholic High School,
Pontypridd, Headteacher, Mr O’Sullivan, has
congratulated the class of 2018 who have
achieved a 100% pass rate, including Lowrie
Davies (Theology and Philosophy, Oxford) and
Joe Jones (Mechanical Engineering, Imperial
College, London).

Cardinal Newman A Level student Zoe
Jones (Theology and Philosophy at Oxford)

Similarly, students at St Alban’s Catholic
High School, Pontypool, have doubled the
percentage of students achieving at least 3A*-
A grades to almost 20% of the student
population, including Laura McGriele, now
studying English Literature at Oxford. And at St
Joseph’s Catholic High School, Newport,
around two-thirds of students gained at least 3
subjects at grades A+-C, including Jasmin
Celtel, who will be studying English Language
and Literature at Oxford

St Joseph’s, Newport, A Level student,
Jasmin Celtel (English Language and
Literature at Oxford)

ARCHBISHOP 
GEORGE’S 
ENGAGEMENTS

SEPTEMBER 2018

4 September Opening of Syrian Refugee Housing Project 

Newport  11am

5 September:  Meeting with Bishop Brian Dunn

7 September:  Adoremus Eucharistic Congress, Liverpool  10am

8 September:   Celebration of Evensong  Tintern Abbey 3pm  

10 September: ICEL Teleconference 12.00 noon

18 September:  Dept of Christian Life and Worship Meeting, 

London  1pm

20 September: Celebration of 150th anniversary St. Joseph’s 

Aberdare  7pm

21 September: Bishops Conference Patrimony Committee Meeting  

London  1pm

23-30 September: Ad Limina Visit, Rome
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Editorial
Well done our
Catholic Schools!
You can all see the success of our schools
on pages 1, 2 and 3, in what the Catholic
Education Service The Rev Dr Philip
Manghan describes as particularly strong
year" for A Level and GCSE exams.

Our congratulations go to all the pupils
who have achieved great results and wish
them well as the head for university, or
apprenticeship or take their first plunge
into the employment pool.

Our congratulations also go to the hard-
working staff who have guided their
students to their successes. You are all a
credit to the Catholic education system.

Yet this is a system where, as Archbishop
George says, we have to plan for the 21st
century and the next generation of
students.

The Archbishop adds "Our mission is to
build on our current good practice to
ensure the future excellence and viability
of Catholic education. This mission is
based on strong spiritual values and sound
educational research."

The way for the future, a very promising
future, is outlined on page !.

The successes of the present schools is
clearly shown on pages 1, 2 and 3 of this
edition of Catholic people.

Never forget
On page 8 there is the story of one of our
Catholic Saints St John Kemble.

We must never forget the sacrifices priest
such as Saint John made to keep the
Catholic faith alive in the time of religious
persecution.

It is only right that we make an annual
pilgrimage and honour their memory, as
these pilgrims did in Monmouth and Welsh
Newton.

Editorial Dr James Campbell-Editor.
Archbishop’s House, 43 Cathedral Road,
Cardiff, CF11 9HD 

Tel: (029) 2022 0411 Fax: (029) 2037
9036 Email: publications@rcadc.org and
Articles to be received by the 20th of the
month for inclusion in the following month

Advertising Tel: 0151 709 7567

Designed & Produced Mersey Mirror,
Suites 3 & 4, Pacific Chambers, 11-13
Victoria Street, Liverpool L2 5QQ. 
Tel: 0151 709 7567 Fax: 0151 707 1678
Email: post@merseymirror.com
Submission of photographs
Please note photographs submitted for
publication must be in jpeg or pdf format.
Those in Word format cannot be accepted

Your Catholic People…

   and College Exam Success!
GCSE

GCSE programmes in both England
and Wales have undergone
considerable changes in recent years
and our Catholic schools have risen to
the challenges these have presented.
St Mary’s Catholic High School
Headteacher, Stuart Weston, reports
that 81% of the year group achieved a
grade 9-4 in English and Maths with
55% gaining a Strong Pass (5+) in the
two Core Subjects. A quarter of all
grades achieved at St Mary’s were 9-7
(equivalent to A*/A in Wales).
Overall, across the Catholic

Secondary Schools of the
Archdiocese, Headteachers are
reporting significant success at GCSE,
with, provisionally, over 60% of
Catholic school students gaining 5 or
more GCSEs including Maths and
English (the ‘Level 2+’ indicator), 5%
higher than the Welsh average in
2017.
Headteacher of Mary Immaculate

Catholic High School, Cardiff, Mr
Powell, writes, ‘The school is going
from success to success and is
celebrating 72% of its pupils achieving
at least 5 grade Cs or above with 99%
of pupils leaving the school with a
GCSE or equivalent qualification.
Today’s result show a 10% increase
on last year’s performance’.
Headteacher of St Richard Gwyn

Catholic High School, Barry, Mr Grech,
reports that ‘66% of students achieved
the new Welsh Baccalaureate

indicator with an increase of 12% on
last year for the Level 2+ indicator’.
Notable successes included Zak Kirk
(12A*, 1A); Maximillian Blakeley (10A*,
3As); Rebekah Magee (8A*, 5A);
David Johnson (7A*, 6A); Georgia
Payne (7A*, 6A); Phui Shuen Lum
(6A*, 7A); Evelyn Alex (5A*, 6A); Fiona
Aclan (4A*, 6A); and, Aiden Gale (2A*,
10A).
At Archbishop McGrath Catholic

High School, Bridgend, Mrs Keller
reports that almost a third of all
students achieved at least 5 A*/A
grades with nearly 70% achieving the
Level 2+ indicator, including Isabella
Carter (15A*); Ffion Higginson
(15A*/A); Olivia Provstgaard (15A*/A);
Emma Attwood (14A*/A); Bethan Hay
(14A*/A); and, Caitlin McColgan
(14A*/A).
Mr O’Sullivan, Headteacher of

Cardinal Newman Catholic High
School, Pontypridd, writes,
‘Congratulations to all our Year 11
pupils on their GCSE results. They
have done fantastically well. 100% of
pupils achieved at least 5 GCSEs, with
70% achieving at least 5 GCSEs
including Maths, English and the
Welsh Baccalaureate. 27% of pupils
achieved at least 5 GCSE at A*/A, with
16% achieving at least ten at A*/A,
including Jac Fernandez-John (13 A*).
This is a picture of success echoed

across our other schools, including St
Illtyd’s Catholic High School, Cardiff,
whose Headteacher, Mr Thomas,
reports that the ‘majority of pupils are
leaving with five or more GCSE`s or
equivalent qualifications and over 90%
of pupils have also left with at least
one qualification’ and St Joseph’s
Catholic High School, Newport’s,
whose newly- appointed Headteacher,
Ms Jarrett, reports yet ‘another strong
set of GCSE results’.
At Bishop Hedley High School,

Merthyr Tydfil, Headteacher, Ms Harris,
reports that the results are the best
ever attained by pupils in not just the
school, but in Merthyr Tydfil since the
introduction of GCSEs, with 65%
attaining the Level 2+ indicator,
including Lois Mullins (8A*, 2A) and
Liam Griffiths (8A*, 2A, 1B). ‘A notable
achievement is that of Martyna
Nawrocka, who came to Wales from
Poland in Year 10 without any English
and attained 2 Bs, 6 As and 2A*s’.
Of course, examination success is

only one part of the picture. The

Catholic Education Service Census for
2017 shows that there are three-times
as many non-English speaking
students in Catholic schools and the
college compared to the Welsh
national average. They are truly
inclusive and staff and governors
continually strive to ensure all
students reach their full potential.
Archbishop George Stack thanks

the staff and governors of our schools
for all they are doing, ‘We can
justifiably be very proud of all that our
schools and college achieve for our
children and young people. I send my
congratulations and best wishes to all
our students and their families. I am
looking forward to giving thanks to
God for their work at the Annual Mass
for School and College Staff on
Monday 8th October 2018 at St
Joseph’s High School, Newport.’

St Alban’s Catholic High School
GCSE students Cian Smith, Millie
Jones, Paige Tamplin, Eryn Cowell
and Joseph Cowell

Archbishop McGrath GCSE
students Bethan Hay, Isabella
Carter and Lucy Rathkey celebrate
their results with Headteacher, Mrs
Keller

Bishop Hedley School, Merthyr Tydfil, students Jacinta, Krystian,
Lois, Katie, MRs Harris, Liam, Jackson, Georgia, Erin with Mrs

St Illtyd’s Catholic High School
GCSE student, Lauren Willacott
(7A*, 4A)
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Green Willow Funerals
Personalised Funeral Services and Funeral Plans

All profits donated to charity
Caring, sensitive bespoke funeral services

Telephone 02920 52 42 00

www.greenwillowfunerals.com

We welcome no-obligation enquiries
and cater for ‘pre-need’ funeral
plans which help:

Limit costs

Record your wishes

Relieve pressure on family
and loved ones

A Mass in Welsh to mark the National Eisteddfod

By Dr James Campbell, Editor, Catholic People

In a week when Cardiff was privileged to host

the National Eisteddfod, a Mass in Welsh was

held at the Metropolitan Cathedral of St David,

in Cardiff.

The celebrant was Bishop Emeritus Edwin
Regan, who welcomed all to the cathedral...except
Archbishop George Stack!

“I cannot welcome Archbishop George to his own
cathedral,” said Bishop Regan, who added that h
was privileged to have his colleague present at the
Mass, as we all were.

The singing from those present in the
congregation underlined the power of the Welsh
Musical tradition as the hymns, all the the language
of Heaven, were sung robustly and, as bass singer
myself, sung in parts from the congregation.

The hymns, the readings, the homily and the
leadership in the language from Bishop Edwin,
were inspirational.

Music was led by the Director of Music at the
Cathedral Jeffrey Howard, who not only played the
organ but, in Welsh led the responses...again
inspirational!

It was  a marvellous occasion to honour the
return of the National Eisteddfod to Cardiff.

Gogoniant yn y goruchaf i Ddew!

Bishop Edwin with the Lord Mayor of Cardiff, Councillor Dianne Elizabeth Rees  and her consort, Archbishop George and the clergy who attended the Mass.

During the Mass ... Bishop Edwin leads the prayers.

Offeren yr Eisteddfod

Gan John Fellows 
Ar 9fed Awst, Gwyl Santes Benedicta’r

Groes, daeth yr Eisteddfod Genedlaethol
i’r Eglwys Gadeiriol am y tro cyntaf mewn
degawd. Ac achlysur mawr oedd ef.

Ynghyd a’r holl rhwysg yr achlysur
roedd ‘na awyrgylch arbennig o gyfeillgar
gan fod Llywydd yr Offeren yr Esgob
Edwin Regan – cyn Gweinyddwr yr
Eglwys Gadeiriol amser maith yn ol.
Hefyd yn y gynulleidfa, ond yn swyddogol
y tro hwn, roedd Arglwydd Maer y Ddinas
y Cynghorwr Dianne Rees gyda’i gwr
John – y ddau ohonyn yn aelodau’r plwyf.

Digwyddodd yr offeren ym
mhresenoldeb Archesgob George a
rhoddodd y Diacon Elfed Jones o
Benarth bregeth sylweddol i ystyried.
Gyda Jeff Howard yn canu’r organ lan yn
y lloft fe gawsom ni wasanaeth urddasol
gyda emynau gwych i ganu hefyd.

Wedyn aethom dros yr heol i’r
Gonglfaen i gael ymborth blasus a sgwrs.
Noswaith bendigedig yn wir.
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A Level Results Continue to Rise for
St David’s Catholic College
It has been another fantastic year for St David’s

Catholic College, as A Level results rise again.  

The percentage of students achieving A*to B grades at

A level rose by an impressive 8% to 58%. 

With 83% of students gaining A* to C grade at A level,

almost 7% higher than the national average. 

In the College’s Honours Programme for gifted and

talented learners, an outstanding 57% of students

achieved A* to A grade at A level. With 85% of

students achieving A* to B grade.  

St David’s is very proud to announce that three of their

students have met their offers for Oxbridge. A further

five have met offers to read Medicine at Imperial,

Cardiff, Exeter and Edinburgh, along with many others

who have accepted their places in the fields of STEM,

Languages, the Arts, Humanities, Business, and many

more.

Overall, over 400 students have been accepted onto

their university places and many others are going on to

exciting apprenticeship and work placements.

St David’s College offers over 50 A Level and BTEC

courses and caters to over 1400 students from across

Cardiff and beyond each year.

A Level Highlights  
• A* to A grade 28%, compared to the Welsh average

of 26.3%

• A* to B grade at 58%, a massive 6% higher than the

Welsh average

• A* to C grade at 83%, 6.7% higher than the Welsh

average

• 400+ students achieved their university offer  

A message from the Principal 
“We are delighted with the results that the students
have received today. They are a testament to how hard
both learners and staff have worked over the past year
and I am immensely proud of everything we have
achieved together as a College community. 
We look forward to hearing about all the exciting and
interesting future endeavours of our leavers.
In just a few weeks we will be welcoming a new cohort
of students to the College. We will continue to strive for
the best academic outcomes from all our learners, in
order to provide them with the best possible foundation
to face the challenges and opportunities that lie
ahead.”

Thinking about your options?
If you are in year 11 and starting to think about your

sixth form options, add St David’s open evening dates

to your diary: Wednesday 14th and Wednesday 21st

November 2018, from 5pm-8pm. Book your place or

find out more at www.stdavidscollege.ac.uk.

ADVERTORIAL FEATURE

The World Apostolate of Fatima (WAF) in England

and Wales are organising an October Rosary

Campaign as a follow up to the very successful

Visitation of the National Pilgrim Virgin Statue of

Our Lady of Fatima, and Relics of Saints Jacinta

and Francisco, to many dioceses and cathedrals

around the country last year. 

Since then, a special Centennial Rosary to match the
Centennial Crown for the statue has been donated to
WAF by Mr Jorge Leitao, whose jewellery firm were
responsible for the original crown for the first Fatima
statue. 

October is the month of the Rosary, and of course
13 October is the anniversary day of the famous
Miracle of the Sun on 13 October 1917, when at least
70,000 people who had gathered at the Cova da Iria in
Fatima, at the place where Our Lady appeared to the
children, saw a tremendous miracle. 

So we would like to celebrate October as the month
of the Rosary by inviting parishes, groups, families and
individuals in England and Wales to pray the Rosary
during the coming month of October. 

The Rosary

Pope Leo XIII (1878 -1903) wrote numerous
encyclicals promoting the Rosary, and encouraged the
practice of saying it every day in October. 

Recent Popes, too, including Pius XII, John XXIII, Paul
VI, and in particular Pope John Paul II, in his encyclical
Rosarium Virginis Mariae of October 2002 – as well as
Pope Francis – have also strongly promoted the Rosary
as a means of deepening one’s faith and combatting
social evils. 

And since Our Lady requested during each of her six

apparitions at Fatima that people should pray the
Rosary every day for peace in the world, and said of
herself on 13 October 1917, “I am the Lady of the
Rosary,” we know that it is a prayer she particularly
favours. 

We are also encouraging the saying of the Rosary in
parishes and in people’s homes, and to this end, we
would like to publicise our Rosary Pledge campaign, as
a way of encouraging as many people as possible to
pray the Rosary daily, in imitation of what happened in
Austria in the 1940s and 1950s. You can read more
about this here: 

https://worldfatima-england wales.org.uk/rosary-
pledge-campaign/ 

We likewise want to emphasise the month of
October, because 13 October is the Fatima anniversary
date, and also because Our Lady linked the conversion
of Russia and the promised era of peace with the
saying of the Rosary and the Five First Saturdays
devotion, which was fully revealed to Sr Lucia in 1925. 

Marian Devotion

The success of the Rosary on the Coast initiative last
April is a sign that people are interested in Marian
devotion, do want to pray the Rosary, and realise its
importance. The organisers estimate that some 

45,000 people took part in around 400 locations, and
it was supported by all the Bishops of England, Wales
and Scotland. 

And likewise, The Dowry of Mary Pilgrimage, from
2018 to 2020, when there will be visitations to the
cathedrals of England of the statue of Our Lady of
Walsingham, is another very important initiative, which
will lead up to our Bishops renewing the dedication of

the country to Our Lady as her Dowry. 
So WAF England and Wales wants to play its part in

this Marian renewal by focusing on October as the
month of the Rosary. 

Talk to your priest

If a Rosary campaign is something you can start, with
your parish priest’s permission, in your parish this
coming October, please let us know via:
info@worldfatima-englandwales.org.uk. 

But even if a parish-based Rosary campaign isn’t
possible, there’s nothing stopping anyone organising
the praying of the Rosary in their family, or with their
friends or neighbours. 

Further information about this, including posters and
flyers, is available on the WAF website at: 

https://worldfatima-englandwales.org.uk/october-
2018-rosary-campaign-2/ 

And please circulate information about this WAF
October Rosary Campaign as widely as possible! 

Parishes are invited to celebrate the World
Apostolate of Fatima

Jorge Leitao (centre) and the Rosary to celebrate

the World Apostolate of Fatima
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The Caring Funeral Service
Award Winning Independent Funeral Homes

Award Winning, 
Independent 

Funeral Arrangers

Privileged to have
served the Catholic

community since 1989

• Private Rest Rooms
• 24HR Call-Out Service
• 5* Client Reviews
• Caring, Dignified, Personal & Professional 

Service
• Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

Caerphilly Funeral Services
Parc Avenue Funeral Home
Crossways, CAERPHILLY
CF83 3AZ
(02920) 862100
caerphillyfuneralservices.com

Church Village Funeral Services
Cardigan Close Precinct
Tonteg, PONTYPRIDD
CF38 1LD
(01443) 203966
churchvillagefuneralservices.co.uk

Cardiff sends pilgrims to
the Adoremus Congress
From 7-9 September 10,000 pilgrims from across England and Wales, including busloads
from the Archdiocese of Cardiff, will arrive in Liverpool for the first national Eucharistic
Congress to involve the whole of the Roman Catholic Church in this country for 110 years,
the last was in London in 1908. Contributions to the event from around the country
include a beautiful carpet of fresh flowers for the Corpus Christi procession, made by the
Diocese of Arundel & Brighton. Birmingham are sending the altar where Pope Benedict
celebrated Mass in Crofton Park in 2010, East Anglia are sending the statue of Our lady of
Walsingham from the National Shrine, Salford the processional canopy, Shrewsbury a
beautiful golden Monstrance.
The October edition of Catholic People will have the full story, plus pictures,  of this inspiring

gathering of Catholics as will our website.
A Eucharistic Congress is a gathering of clergy, religious and laity to promote an awareness of

the central place of the Eucharist in the life and mission of the Church.  On Friday 7 September
the pilgrims will be welcomed to the city by Archbishop Malcolm Mc Mahon and by His
Excellency Archbishop Edward Adams, the representative of the Holy See in the UK.  Fifteen
experts in their fields will give presentations on the Eucharist in the life of the Church and how
this is seen in contexts such as hospitals and prisons, through social justice and ecumenical
relations, in education and music.
The main speaker will be Bishop Robert Barron, Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of Los

Angeles and founder of ‘Word on Fire’ Catholic Ministries which attracts millions of visitors to its
website each year.  Bishop Barron also works with NBC News in New York as an on-air
contributor and analyst.  He is a frequent commentator for the Chicago Tribune, FOX News, CNN,
EWTN, and the Catholic News Agency. The themes of the Congress will be explored through
drama, testimony and presentations.

Youth congress
Cardinal Vincent Nichols and Archbishop Malcolm McMahon will celebrate Pilgrim Masses at

the Metropolitan Cathedral of Christ the King on Sunday 9 September.  The Congress will
conclude with a Eucharistic Procession through the streets surrounding the Cathedral and
Benediction.
Alongside the main Congress there will be a Youth Congress for 1,000 young people in the

Echo Arena Auditorium on Saturday 8 September.  The main speaker will be international,
educator and author, Katie Prejan-McGrady from Louisiana.  Katie has been speaking throughout
the USA and Canada since 2007 combining humour and 
storytelling with teaching theological truth for audiences of all ages.  Cardinal Vincent Nichols

and Archbishop Malcolm McMahon will also be present for part of the Youth Congress.
In addition to the main events a parallel programme of 27 different events has been organised

in churches and other venues close to Liverpool City Centre.  These include a commentary and
presentation by Liverpool writer Jimmy McGovern following a screening of his BAFTA award-
winning drama ‘Broken’

Other events
Following contributions from the Anglican Bishop of Liverpool, Paul Bayes; Archbishop

Malcolm McMahon and the Methodist District Chair, Dr Sheryl Anderson there will be a
discussion facilitated by the journalist Clifford Longley.  Tickets are required for this event and
are available at www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/eucharist-the-bread-of-life-an-ecumenical-conversation-
tickets-46709814312
‘Food for the Hungry: practical responses to physical hunger’ takes place at the Nugent

Kitchen in Epson Street, L5 2QT with food-related workshops including learning how to make
bread from scratch.  This event has the involvement of the ‘Feeding Liverpool’ group.
Other parallel events include an exhibition of items from the 1908 Eucharistic Congress in the

Abraham apse of the Metropolitan Cathedral together with an International Exhibition of
Eucharistic Miracles.  There are events surrounding scripture, prayer and spirituality; Welcoming
the Stranger, Eucharist in the World with Cafod; music: classical, gospel and modern and self-
guided walking tours of Liverpool.
Full information on the Congress can be found at:
http://www.catholicnews.org.uk/adoremus2018

Many thanks Brother Michael!
Pictured here, Brother Michael Strode following a Mass

at Nazareth House where Brother Michael is a resident.
Brother Michael is better known to hundreds of

thousands of people, young and old, as the founder and
inspiration behinds  HCPT The Pilgrimage Trust.
For over 50 years this remarkable organisation has

brought together young volunteers and children with
varying degrees of illness and disability to share a week in
Lourdes immediately after Easter. The Pilgrimage Trust
family extends to Newport with Group 99,lead by Mike
Halford and with a second Newport group 97, lead by
Rosie O'Donnell.
The Pilgrimage Trust family continues to support and

inspire joyful service to all who gather at Our Lady's Shrine.

A wonderful recital for charity
On the 31st July parishioners at Holy Family Church were delighted by a wonderful recital of

sacred and secular song by Mary Jean O'Doherty accompanied on the keyboard by her
husband, Caradog Williams. The programme included Mozart, Schubert and Ivor Novello.
Voluntary donations after the recital raised £377 which was donated to the Parish Night

Shelter.



Pilgrims honour the memory of 
St John Kemble
Monmouth is where many roads, rivers,
paths and pilgrims meet. Every August
pilgrims gather in increasing numbers
for the annual diocesan pilgrimage in
honour of St John Kemble (1599 –
1679). 
There has always been a strong

Catholic tradition in this part of the country
where recusant families habitually
harboured their priests in penal times.
One such priest was Fr John Kemble who
lived and ministered in the vicinity. 
As a result of the Titus Oates plot Fr

Kemble at the age of 80 was taken for
trial to London strapped to his horse.
While innocent of involvement in the
fictitious plot against Charles II he was
found guilty of treason in virtue of being a
Catholic priest and was duly sentenced to
be hanged, drawn and quartered.
Strangely, he was obliged to walk back
most of the way to Hereford for his
execution. 

As a kindness to the elderly priest he
was allowed to die on the gallows
however his execution was botched and
so after some 30 minutes his head and
hand were severed. Fr Kemble was
mourned by Protestants and Catholics
alike and recognised for the kindly man of
God that he was. His body rests near his
home in the Anglican churchyard at
Welsh Newton
<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Welsh_New
ton> , Herefordshire and his severed
hand in St Francis Xavier’s Catholic
Church in Hereford. 
The saint’s missal, chalice and relics,

including those specially donated by
Archbishop George Stack, are kept in
Monmouth and are typically displayed for
the pilgrimage. John Kemble died on 22
August 1679 and was canonised in 1970
by Pope Paul VI as one of the Forty
Martyrs of England and Wales. 
Even in more tolerant times the Catholic

church of St Mary’s in
Monmouth could only be
built behind a row of
cottages to conceal it
from public view. The
annual pilgrimage is a
diocesan event in
recognition of St John
Kemble and starts in the
same St Mary’s church
and makes its way
across country to his
grave at St Mary the
Virgin in Welsh Newton
just over the
Herefordshire and
English border. Prayers,
readings and an address
at the grave are followed
by Benediction in
Monmouth and
concluded by a well-
earned full afternoon tea
supplied by local
parishioners for their
pilgrim visitors. 
This year was no exception and many

expressed their satisfaction with a very
spiritually uplifting day. While over recent
years the Archbishop, Canon John Kelly,
Deacon Maurice Scanlon and many
others have addressed the diocesan
pilgrimage, this year on Sunday, 19
August the Parish Priest, Fr Nicholas
James, was the speaker. Immediately
after Benediction relics of the saint,
specifically parts of his hair, coat and
the noose used to hang him, were
given on a long term loan by the
Parish Priest of Monmouth to Fr Neil
Evans in the presence of his
parishioners from the church of St
John Kemble in Glynneath, with the
written authority and agreement of
the Archbishop George Stack of
Cardiff and Bishop Thomas Burns of
Menevia.  Most of the relics have
been rightly retained in perpetuity at
St Mary’s, Monmouth. 

The proud symbol of the town is its
ancient and iconic bridge across the
Monnow. In many ways it is also symbolic
of the annual pilgrimage bridging the gap
between our modern day and the local
Catholic history personified by St John
Kemble, a kind man appreciated as such
by people of different faiths, and it
represents an evident gateway to the
assured warm welcome given by local
parishioners to their fellow pilgrims.

Wanted for the
Missions

Large Statues (Even damaged
ones), old vestments, pictures,
church fittings, rosaries, prayer
books, religious books, relics etc.

Please ring 
Mr. B. Ferris KSC, 

102 Moor St, Earlsdon, 
Coventry CV5 6EY
Tel: 02476 676986

  

 

 
  

   
    

    
        

       
     

   

  

   
   
   

    

  
    

    
  

  

     
   

  
  

 
 

   
   
 

     
  

       
   

H. TOVEY • J. TOVEY
J. CORTEN • R. DALE

K. FOSTER • D. O’CONNELL

01633 266848
Newport Funeral Home,

9/11 Cardiff Road, Newport
(opposite Royal Gwent Hospital)

www.toveybros.co.uk

A trusted family business serving 
local families and the community in

South East Wales for six generations
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Dom Michael Evans OSB venerates the local saint at
his grave

Pilgrims approaching the grave

The grave of St John Kemple
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Why seven is a
mythical number!
Archbishop George, in his Homily at the ordination of Father Nicholas

Williams, reflects on the duties of a priest. The Archbishop's words are wise

advice to the marvellous wealth of priests were have seen ordained in the

Archdiocese recently.
You will know that seven is a mystical number. All the way from the seven days of creation in the
Book of Genesis, through the seven ages of man in Shakespeare, up to and including the
celebration of the Seven Sacraments. The number seven speaks to us of completion, of
wholeness, of holiness. My favourite book of all time is “The Seven Pillars of Wisdom” by T.E.
Lawrence of Arabia. It is an autobiographical account of a British soldier in the middle of an Arab
rising in the Middle East in 1916. E.M. Forster wrote of this book: “Lawrence has hung an
incomparable fabric of portraits, descriptions, philosophies, emotions, adventures, dreams and
poetry”.

We are now used to Pope Francis speaking and writing on the priesthood with an
“incomparable fabric comprising of portraits, descriptions, philosophies, emotions, dreams and
poetry”. It is as if the Holy Father sees the priest almost as a poet of the invisible. In spelling out
the seven ‘pillars’ of priesthood the Pope writes:
1. The strength of a priest depends on his relationship with Christ.
2. He must be close to the people he serves.
3. The authority of the priest must be linked to service, especially to those who are poor and

weak.
4. He must be a minister of mercy.
5. The priest is called to a simplicity of life.
6. He must be a model of integrity.
7.The priest should be a source of blessing for his people.

The challenge for priests

Those are the bare bones of who we are as priests, and what Nicholas Williams is called to be.
The challenge for us priests is, of course, how we can be an effective sign of the transformation of
human lives – including our own. The task of the ordained priesthood is to empower God’s people
to become what they are through Baptism: a priestly people, worshipping God, not in so many
individual ways, but in and through and with the Sacrifice of Jesus Christ. This is made real in the
Holy Communion which we both celebrate and receive during Mass. “The Eucharist is the source
and summit of the Christian life”. (Lumen Gentium 11). In this sacred action, we certainly receive
Jesus. But equally, we are received by Him into his Mystical Body which is the Church.“The
Eucharist makes the Church and the Church makes the Eucharist”. (Henri de Lubac)

The words of Jesus

This “divine and human interlocked reality” which is the Church (Lumen Gentium 8) is equally
true of the priesthood also. The priest is most identified with the Mass and all that flows from it.
This is surely the significance of the words of Jesus in today’s gospel: “My body given for you. My
blood poured out for you”. The new covenant. The identity with sacrificial gift of Jesus. The abiding
promise to be the source and means of reconciliation and healing. The forgiveness of sin which is
expressed in another great Sacrament the priest is called to minister.

Pope Francis again. “When Jesus tells people “Go and sin no more” he is not speaking in the
legalistic tone of someone who believes he must determine the parameters of divine mercy. On
the contrary, these words need to be spoken in a way that enable the sinner to look ahead and
not behind. The right tone of the words ‘sin no more’ is heard in the tone of the priest willing to
repeat them 70 times seven”. (Pope Francis, Mass of Chrism - 29 March 2018)

A warning

The ministry of reconciliation and forgiveness demands truth on the part both of the penitent
and the priest. “Truth” the Pope says “makes you name people with their real name, as the Lord
names them, before categorizing them, or defining ‘their situation’.”

He warns priests to avoid the “terrible’ tendency to define people by their “adjectives” their faults
and virtues, rather than their “noun” their name as a child of God”. (ibid). If we know the truth’
about ourselves and our people, we will be able to benefit from the prayer of St. Paul which we
heard at this Mass: “the word of his grace which is able to build you up and to give you the
inheritance among all those who are sanctified”. That building up comes, not just on a personal
level, but by recognising and sharing the gifts and qualities, the inspiration and example of the
dignity and potential which lies within each human person. “Having gifts that differ according to
the grace given to us, let us use them”because “though many, we are one body in Christ”.

The priest needs to be a spiritual talent scout, recognising gifts in people and drawing them out,
building confidence, investing time in formation so that each one may flourish.

A wonderful handbook

The rule of St. Benedict is a wonderful handbook for the spiritual life of the priest. In his
admonition to the Abbot of the monastery, Benedict writes:

“Let the Abbot so temper all things that the strong may have something to strive after, but the

Father Nicholas'  parents bring up his stole and chasuble at the

vesting.

Father Nicholas shakes  hands with the Archbishop after the

ordination 

weak may not be crushed” (64)
To plumb the depth of that short sentence, the priest needs to remind

himself that no person is completely strong and no-one is utterly weak.
There is weakness and strength in each one, needing to be discerned
and supported, channelled and cherished. A lifetime’s work for us all –
priests and people alike.

All of these “portraits, descriptions, philosophy and theology” even the
emotions and the poetry of our new priest are expressed in the symbolic
actions of the ordination. These are powerful reminders that the priest is
not alone. The laying on of hands: a symbol of the apostolic fellowship.
The anointing of the new priest with the Oil of Chrism, the Oil of Christ.
The clothing with priestly garments: being enfolded by Christ in these
sacred duties. The gifts of the people to be offered to God and
transformed by him: the Bread of Life and the Spiritual Drink.

Nicholas, let the final words come from the Rite itself:
“May God who has begun the good work in you Bring it to fulfilment.”
Amen.




