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Welsh National Pilgrimage to Lourdes 2018

Archbishop George led the 2018 Welsh Pilgrimage to Lourdes and is pictured here with happy
pilgrims. More photographs of the pilgrimage will be featured in the September edition of Catholic
People.

Adoremus - a great celebration of the Eucharist!
Cardinal Vincent Nichols, the Archbishop of
Westminster, is inviting Catholics to take
part in the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage
and Congress taking place in Liverpool on
September 7-9.

“The days of the Eucharistic Congress,
Adoremus, are going to be a time of special
grace for the Catholic Church in England and
Wales,” the Cardinal writes. “I urge everyone to
join in this great celebration of the Eucharist,
God’s greatest gift to us, His family.”

On their website, the Catholic Bishops of
England and Wales describe Eucharistic
Congresses as “gatherings of clergy, religious
and laity which promote an awareness of the
central place of the Eucharist in the life and
mission of the Church.”

Cardinal Nichols’ invitation to the faithful
echoes that sentiment. “The Eucharist takes us
to the heart of our faith. The celebrations and
processions of Adoremus will enrich that faith
and our love for the Lord. They will be powerful
moments in which we can express the love we
have for Jesus who has chosen, in the power
of the Holy Spirit, to be with us always in the
precious Sacrament.”

The first day of the Congress will include a
Theological Symposium, focusing on Scripture,
Ecclesiology, Eucharistic Language and
Catechesis, and Rites and Music for
Eucharistic Adoration.

On day two, as many as 10,000 pilgrims will
be able to take part in a six-hour stage
program that will include a Congress Mass,
keynote speakers, and “a drama highlighting
the beauty of reverence and devotion.” The

day will conclude with Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament. As Cardinal Nichols writes, Jesus in
the Eucharist “is to be contemplated
constantly. In Liverpool, we will strive to
understand this great gift more deeply. We will
give heart and mind to prayer and praise. We
will enter its deepest dynamic: that of sharing
in the mission given by the Father to His
beloved Son to bring the fullness of life and
light into our needy world.” The day’s events
will take place in Echo Arena in Liverpool.

On Sunday, the third and final day of the
Pilgrimage and Congress, the faithful will be
able to participate in pilgrimage Masses, as
well as a Procession through the streets of the
city. Those events will be open to all.

“The events in Liverpool, on September 7-9,
will be memorable and moving,” Cardinal
Nichols writes. “Great numbers will gather on
each of these three days. I think there may still
be a little space for the key events on
Saturday. Do come if you can. And if you are
staying at home, then join in the pilgrimage
taking place in Liverpool in spirit and in prayer.”

You can find out more about the National
Eucharistic Pilgrimage and Congress on the
website of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of
England and Wales.

Not so many Catholics have gathered in one
place since Pope Benedict XVI visited the UK.

Cardiff Archdiocese will be represented by
over 150 delegates at the Conference on
Saturday 8 September, the feast of the

• Continued on Page 2
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ARCHDIOCESAN
DIARY OF EVENTS

BEL – Belmont Abbey – The Retreats Secretary - email: retreats@belmontabbey.org.uk or tel: 07799 811 646. All
retreats begin with Vespers at 6.00 pm – check-in at Hedley Lodge from mid afternoon
LL – Ty Croeso Centre, Llantarnam Abbey, Cwmbran tel: 01633 867317
PRC – Pastoral Resources Centre, 910 Newport Road, Rumney, Cardiff tel: 029 20360044
St.P – St Peter’s Church, St Peter’s Street, Cardiff CF24 3BA

AUGUST
Wednesday 1 As part of the Three Choirs Festival an Organ Recital by Adam Mathias will take place in the 

Abbey  Church 2-3pm. Tickets £12 unreserved, from the Festival Office. Phone no. 01452 768 
928  BEL

Tuesday 7 Dementia Friends Session Newport. St Patrick’s RC Church 6.30-7.30pm
Wednesday 8 Dementia Friends Session Abergavenny. Our Lady and St Michael RC Church 2.30-3.30pm.
Friday 17 A Concert of Chant and Organ Music with the monks of Belmont  Abbey and Stasio Sliwka. 

7.30pm. Entrance free. Donations for organ fund welcome. Refreshments. BEL

September
September 1 & 2 A Weekend of Discovery A Lifetime of Love @ 9:00 am. September 2 @ 5:00 pm. Pastoral 

Resource Centre. Contact: Joanne White, M&FL Co-ordinator & Family Life Worker, Pastoral 
Resources Centre, 910 Newport Road, Rumney, Cardiff CF3 4LL. Tel: (029) 2036 5964

To list Archdiocesan and Deanery Events in this Diary contact:  Dr James Campbell-Editor. Archbishop’s House,
43 Cathedral Road, Cardiff, CF11 9HD. Tel: (029) 2022 0411 Fax: (029) 2037 9036 
Email: publications@rcadc.org 
Articles to be received by the 20th of the month for inclusion in the following month.

On 14th June Archbishop
George visited the Longworth
Chapel, Bartestree,
Herefordshire, to bless and
re-dedicate the splendid
stained glass window in the
14th century chapel
dedicated to St. James the
Apostle. 

The Archbishop offered Mass
of Thanksgiving with  a
congregation of sixty people, all
dedicated to the preservation of
this important part of our
Catholic heritage.

Situated four miles east of
Hereford, and located next door
to St. Michael’s Hospice, the
chapel was built in 1390 as part
of Longworth hall but fell into
disuse after the Reformation,
serving at times as a barn and
a cider press. In 1870 it was
dismantled and relocated at the
newly reconstructed Bartestree
Convent where it served as a
public chapel attached to the
convent. E.W. Pugin (1834-75)
the son of the celebrated

Augustus Welby Pugin was
architect of the early stages of
the convent and may have
been involved in the relocation
of the chapel. The chapel today
is thus a Victorian interpretation
of a medieval building
incorporating much medieval
fabric brought from Longworth.

When the chapel closed in
the 1990’s, the chapel again

became derelict. It was
vandalised and lucky to survive.
It was transferred to the Historic
Churches Trust in 2001 and
underwent major restoration
with the roof being replaced in
2010 thanks to a grant from
English Heritage. Now a Grade
II* listed building, it has
benefitted from the dedicated
and successful volunteer
committee headed by
Desmond Keohane.

The magnificent window
designed by Hardman of
Birmingham has now been
beautifully restored thanks to
the major fund-raising efforts of
the committee and a generous
grant from Historic England.
Much more work remains to be
done to ‘love’ this building back
into a place of prayer and
worship. The attached photos
show how much has already
been achieved.

Further information on this
historic building is available by
emailing the chapel.

Diocesan Evangelisation Group – Welcome
The Diocesan Evangelisation Group exists to share the Good News of
Jesus Christ with the people of South-East Wales and Herefordshire,
and to invite them to become Disciples of Jesus Christ as members of
the Catholic Church.

Every Catholic is called upon to do this in the circumstances of their own
life, but by working together, we can do more. The Come & See project,
launched by Archbishop George Stack on 8 March 2013, is the official
project of the Archdiocese of Cardiff to make the Catholic Faith, and the
person of Jesus Christ, known to the wider community in Cardiff City, and
through its indirect impact, to the whole of Wales.

During 2013 & 2014, the Diocesan Evangelisation Group ran the Come &
See project, primarily through arranging events at the Archdiocese’s Cardiff
City Centre venue, the Cornerstone at St David’s. Through live speakers
and drop-in prayer experiences, we presented the Church’s message to all
who wished to come and listen. In 2015, we promoted Proclaim’15 – a
national conference in Birmingham (July) and a Diocesan Conference in
Cardiff (October).

Following these major events, we now support a network of 120
evangelisers working across the Archdiocese of Cardiff. On the Second
Monday of each month, we offer a monthly opportunity for evangelisers to
come together to share fellowship at the Pastoral Resources Centre. On the
Third Monday of each month, the Cornerstone Planning Group meets to
plan future events in the city centre.

The Evangelisation Group also arranges training activities for members of
local parishes. If you would like to help make any of this happen please
contact us.

Birthday of Our Lady. Amongst them will be two pupils
from each of our diocesan secondary schools. This will
be amongst the biggest delegation from all over England
and Wales. The party will travel by coach from three pick
up points in the diocese and will return late the same
evening. There are still some places available. The cost
will be £55 per pilgrim and this will include the pilgrim
pack and other souvenirs of this historic event – the first
Eucharistic Congress in the United Kingdom  since 1908.
Christian Mahoney has been dedicated to organising our
diocesan representation and has undertaken a herculean
task with great success. He is available for further
bookings at: Christian Mahoney, telephone 077645
15864, email christianmahoney2@gmail.com

Adoremus - a great celebration of the Eucharist! - Continued from Page 1

Historic chapel seen in a new light as
window restored and rededicated

Events on Saturday
Here’s a detailed a timeline for ‘The Adoremus
Congress Day – Reflecting on the centrality of the
Eucharist’ taking place on Saturday 8 September 2018
at the ACC Liverpool Echo Arena.
Time Item
8:15 Morning Prayer and Mass at the Liverpool 

Metropolitan Cathedral, for those wishing to 
attend

9:30 Arena opens
10:30 Welcome & Opening Prayer: Bishop Robert 

Byrne, Greeting by the Apostolic Nuncio and 
Welcome from Archbishop Malcolm McMahon OP

11:00 Keynote 1 - Bishop Robert Barron

12:30 Lunch - a range of food options will be 
available to purchase, or delegates can bring 
lunch

13:30 Keynote 2 – Bishop Robert Barron
14:30 Exploring the themes of the congress with 

Drama, Testimony and Presentations
15:30 Break
16:00 Exposition and Benediction with Evening 

Prayer of Corpus Christi to include a reflection 
from Cardinal Vincent Nichols, Archbishop of 
Westminster, President of the Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of England & Wales

17:00 Finish

The splendid window

Archbishop George
with those who
witnessed the
dedication
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Editorial

Thanks!
Well, when we are at Mass every week we
give thanks to God for the benefits we
have received.

In bidding prayers we join with our fellow
parishioners in our hopes for the world, our
community and those of our family and
friends who have passed on.

But in this edition of Catholic People, we
have lots to be thankful for as we look
through the pages.

On page 3, we see the years of service
Brother Brian has given to the sick in
hospital before retiring from his task. We
wish him well in his retirement and many
former patients will remember him for his
work, his visits to the sick bed and the
words of comfort and consolation he
delivered, welcome words at a time of
stress for the sick.

On page 1, we see the lovely picture from
the Welsh National Pilgrimage to Lourdes
2018. We give tribute to those helpers who
assisted with looking after the sick on this
great pilgrimage, one which hopefully gives
great comfort to those in ill health. May the
blessings of Lourdes comfort them!

On pages 4 and 5 we look at the blessings
of Catholic education and give our
congratulations to the teachers who
nurtured their young primary pupils to that
vital stage when they pass into secondary
education.

On page 8, we give thanks for the
blessings of new priests coming into the
Archdiocese of Cardiff.

We welcome them and assure them of our
love as laity. We are so lucky that they
have dedicated their lives to serving,
advising and supporting us.

Thanks again!

Editorial Dr James Campbell-Editor.
Archbishop’s House, 43 Cathedral Road,
Cardiff, CF11 9HD 

Tel: (029) 2022 0411 Fax: (029) 2037
9036 Email: publications@rcadc.org and
Articles to be received by the 20th of the
month for inclusion in the following month

Advertising Tel: 0151 709 7567

Designed & Produced Mersey Mirror,
Suites 3 & 4, Pacific Chambers, 11-13
Victoria Street, Liverpool L2 5QQ. 
Tel: 0151 709 7567 Fax: 0151 707 1678
Email: post@merseymirror.com
Submission of photographs
Please note photographs submitted for
publication must be in jpeg or pdf format.
Those in Word format cannot be accepted

Your Catholic People…

Nearly a year ago, the
Archdiocese established a small
body of individuals to oversee
some of the activities that would
link the Cathedral and the newly-
opened Cornerstone building  the
Cornerstone Planning Group. 

Much of its work would focus on
opportunities for evangelisation in a
variety of forms. From the outset the
Group recognised the need for a
presence in the Cathedral, a number
of people to act as welcomer and
guide to those people who visit the
Cathedral but are not part of its
regular congregation. 

These will include visitors to the
city centre, Catholics and non-
Catholics, shoppers, office workers
and students. Some will be local and
others will have travelled from other
continents. For all of these people, it
is important to have a presence in
the Cathedral, to welcome them and
address their questions. Because
the Cathedral is in the city centre, it

will attract others who are looking for
help with day-to-day problems, for a
chance to be heard or someone to
offer advice on where further help
can be sought.

A short training programme was
developed and some 8-10 people
have started a Ministry of Presence
on the First Friday of each month.
Working in pairs they are able to
answer questions for visitors who
want to know something of the
Cathedral’s history and architecture
or act as a first point of contact for
people looking for spiritual guidance.

After a short break in the middle of
winter, normal service has resumed.
What has become obvious is that
there is a need for this ministry not
just on the First Friday but for all the
days of the month.

It will only be possible to extend
the ministry with more volunteers.
There is a possibility of some of
these coming from those who
regularly attend services at Cardiff

Cathedral. Parishioners from across
the city and beyond might wish to
become involved – possibly offering
to support the ministry for just one
and a half hours per month. Training
and support will be given and we
anticipate people working with one
or two others.

•  Perhaps you are coming into the
city centre and have some time to
spare.

•  Perhaps you are someone who
acts as part of the welcoming team
in your own parish and have skills to
offer.

•  Perhaps you remember a time
when someone offered you help and
you feel the need to offer the same
service to others.

If you would like more information
about the Ministry of Presence,
please call: Madeleine Walters at
02920 892011 or email
walters.sunnyside@btopenworld.com

Volunteers wanted to  help with 
visitors to St David’s Cathedral

There was  a Mass
of Thanksgiving
which took place at
the University
Hospital of Wales
(the Heath) in
Cardiff as Brother
Brian Butler, I.C.
who has been the

Catholic Lay
Chaplain at the
hospital for 19 years
prepared to enter
into retirement.  

To quote a recent
news release from the
Cardiff and Vale
University Health

Farewell Brother Brian
…. and thank you!

Board:
Brother Brian “has

been an outstanding,
talented and
compassionate
individual whose work
with patients in
particular but also to
staff has been so well
received”.

Brother Brian has
been of immense
support to countless
numbers of patients
and to the Catholic
Community here in
Cardiff.  A gentle man
with a very keen
sense of humour he
will be very greatly
missed.  During the
Mass, Archbishop
George Stack
presented Brother
Brian with a Diocesan
Service Medal
(pictured here) in
grateful appreciation
for his many years of
service 

God bless you
Brother Brian and
Diolch yn fawr good
and faithful servant.

BISHOP PUBLISHES
Hodder Faith are pleased to announce that
they have acquired the rights to publish
three of Bishop Curry’s books here in the UK
for the first time.  

Bishop Michael B. Curry’s passionate and
exuberant sermon at the wedding of Prince
Harry to Megan Markle in May 2018 made
headline news around the world and created a
social media storm. 

Andy Lyon, Publishing Director at Hodder
Faith, said that the company was thrilled to be
publishing Crazy Christians, Songs My Grandma
Sang and Following the Way of Jesus over the
next nine months. These books were previously
published only in the US. ‘Bishop Curry made
religion front page news after his involvement in
the royal wedding - there can’t be many
sermons recently that have prompted so much
discussion and debate,’ said Lyon. ‘We are
delighted that these three accessible and
thought-provoking books will now be available
for readers here in the UK.’

Crazy Christians: A radical way of life will be
the first of Curry’s books to be released in the
UK by Hodder Faith. 
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Green Willow Funerals
Personalised Funeral Services and Funeral Plans

All profits donated to charity
Caring, sensitive bespoke funeral services

Telephone 02920 52 42 00

www.greenwillowfunerals.com

We welcome no-obligation enquiries
and cater for ‘pre-need’ funeral
plans which help:

Limit costs

Record your wishes

Relieve pressure on family
and loved ones

Two lovely Masses celebrate classes moving    

Story and pictures by James Campbell

What a delightful occasion it was in St David’s Metropolitan Cathedral when pupils in the
senior classes of our Catholic Primary Schools gathered to celebrate a Mass to mark their
movement into secondary education.

Indeed, there were so many pupils, a tribute to our Catholic education system in the diocese,
that two Masses had to be held to accommodate the numbers, with the celebrant in the first
Mass being Archbishop George, and the second, the Dean of the Cathedral, the Revd Canon
Peter Collins.

The body of the cathedral was a mass of colours, each school class appearing in the lovely
colours of their school.

Archbishop George gave some wise words on the transition from being the senior pupils in
their individual primary schools tooth most junior in their new secondary schools. Canon Peter
comforted them and encouraged them to seek out the new opportunities they would face in their
new schools, and his inspiring words brought back memories of my own transition from primary
to secondary.

In primary I was no good at football, the main sport in my country, Scotland, unlike the rugby
culture in Wales. Yet I moved to a grammar school, the first of my family to ever do so, where all
sports were encouraged. I found a new joy in rugby, encouraged by the physical training staff,
and soon won a place in the first year team, playing against other schools on a weekly basis.

As the years went on I represented my school in rugby, athletics and cricket and went on to
play all three at university level.

Canon Peter’s wise words of encouragement to our Catholic primary classes moving on to
secondary, to seize the day and look for new opportunities in their new schools, brought back
memories to me.

His talk, I am sure, gave inspiration to all these youngsters making this great break in life. They
now move from their dedicated teachers in primary to dedicated teachers in secondary.
We wish them all well.
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  from Catholic Primary to Catholic Secondary!

Will you consider becoming a
volunteer facilitator of Marriage

Preparation Programmes?

You need to have an open mind, a listening
heart and a willingness to work with couples
from all kinds of circumstances and family

backgrounds.

Training and support will be provided by
Marriage Care in partnership with the

Archdiocesan Family Life Worker.

For more details contact either:
volunteer@marriagecare.org.uk

or Joanne White, Family Life Worker. 
Tel: (029)20 365964

E-mail: parenting@rcadc.org
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The Caring Funeral Service
Award Winning Independent Funeral Homes

Award Winning, 
Independent 

Funeral Arrangers

Privileged to have
served the Catholic

community since 1989

• Private Rest Rooms

• 24HR Call-Out Service

• 5* Client Reviews

• Caring, Dignified, Personal & Professional 

Service

• Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

Caerphilly Funeral Services
Parc Avenue Funeral Home
Crossways, CAERPHILLY
CF83 3AZ
(02920) 862100

caerphillyfuneralservices.com

Church Village Funeral Services
Cardigan Close Precinct
Tonteg, PONTYPRIDD
CF38 1LD
(01443) 203966

churchvillagefuneralservices.co.uk

…And also 50 glorious years
for St Helen’s school
What a wonderful Golden Anniversary for St Helen’s Primary School, Lansbury Park, Caerphilly. A
happy group of present pupils are pictured here with Archbishop George and, top right, the Rev
Canon John Kelly. parish priest.

50 glorious years for Sister Monica!
Sr Monica recently celebrated her Golden Jubilee of Religious
Profession as a Sister of St Joseph of Annecy. 

50 years of commitment and dedication is truly something to
celebrate and it really was a golden occasion. Friends and family came
from Ireland, Australia and Canada to Llantarnam Abbey, Cwmbran and
Sisters of St Joseph travelled from various parts of the UK, from Africa,
France and India, pictured here, to share in the joy of the day.

The Mass was celebrated by Archbishop George Stack joined by
Canon John Griffiths, Parish Priest of Cwmbran, and Fr Frank Morrisey
OMI from Canada, a long- standing friend of Sr Monica. Family
members proclaimed the Readings and the very young grand-nephews,
with a little help from the grown-ups, brought the gifts of bread and
wine to the Archbishop.

Sr. Monica, originally from Allihies in the far west of County Cork,
entered with the Sisters of St Joseph at Llantarnam, over 50 years ago.
After training as teacher, Sister taught in senior schools in the Cardiff
Archdiocese before being appointed as Novice Mistress. 

Sister was then elected as Superior General of the Congregation,
based in Annecy, France – a post she fulfilled with great vision and
energy for 12 years. This involved numerous visits to Sisters not only in
Europe but also throughout India and West Africa. 

Subsequently Sister has become deeply involved in the study and
sharing of the spirituality and writings of Fr Jean-Pierre Medaille, the
French Jesuit who founded the Sisters of St. Joseph. This latter work is
spreading internationally and continues to grow.

In his homily Fr Frank referred to these many achievements, while
pointing out that, important as these undoubtedly are, the real
celebration is that of the life of commitment and deep prayer which has
characterised these 50 years of Sr Monica’s life as a professed Sister of
St Joseph.

It was in that spirit of faith that Sr Monica then renewed her Vows, re-
committing herself to a life of dedication and service as a Sister of St.
Joseph. After the Mass everyone gathered for a celebratory meal with
time for meeting one another and recalling events of that 50 year
journey. It was a joyous and memorable day for everyone.

Congratulations, Sr Monica. Ad Multos Annos!

Mark joins the Catenians

On Monday 18th June, Cardiff Circle of the Catenian Association celebrated the enrolment
of Mark Leighfield, the Principal of St David’s Catholic Sixth Form College.

Mark, on the right, was welcomed to the Association by the Cardiff Circle President
Bernard Hayward.

Criteria and benefits of Membership of the Catenian Association can be found on
cardiffcatenians.org, together with the Membership Officer contact details.
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Wanted for the
Missions

Large Statues (Even damaged
ones), old vestments, pictures,
church fittings, rosaries, prayer

books, religious books, relics etc.

Please ring 
Mr. B. Ferris KSC, 

102 Moor St, Earlsdon, 
Coventry CV5 6EY
Tel: 02476 676986

H. TOVEY • J. TOVEY
J. CORTEN • R. DALE

K. FOSTER • D. O’CONNELL

01633 266848
Newport Funeral Home,

9/11 Cardiff Road, Newport
(opposite Royal Gwent Hospital)

www.toveybros.co.uk

A trusted family business serving 
local families and the community in

South East Wales for six generations

            

IT WILL ALWAYS BE 
PENTECOST IN THE CHURCH...
Cardiff has been invited to
host the next National
Conference of ACTA (A Call
to Action) on Saturday 20
October 2018. It will be held
at St David’s RC Sixth Form
College. 

The theme for the
Conference, ‘It will always be
Pentecost in the Church’, refers
to a sermon of Blessed Oscar
Romero in which he called for
a process of continuous
spiritual renewal. 

The Church needs to be
open to the Spirit, to read the
signs of the times and respond
to the new challenges of the
age ACTA exists to promote
respectful dialogue between
clergy, religious and laity. There
are groups in all the dioceses
of England and Wales. 

For the last few years the
ACTA National Conferences
has concentrated on aspects
of Church renewal. The writings
of Pope Francis have provided
a rich seam of material for
reviewing the way we perceive
Church and how we are
encouraged to contribute to its
development. 

His support of a synodal
process for exploring issues of
doctrine and practice
demonstrates a confidence in
the People of God to grow the
Church as an expression of the

mind of Christ.
These will be the main

issues facing delegates in
Cardiff. The two key speakers
have been confirmed as Dr
Anna Abram and Dr Gemma
Simmonds.

Anna Abram is Principal of
the Margaret Beaufort Institute
of Theology in Cambridge. Until
April 2017, Anna was for 25
years at Heythrop College,
University of London, in various
roles including Head of
Pastoral and Social Studies
Department, Senior Lecturer in
Ethics and Convenor of the MA
in Contemporary Ethics. 

Most recently she co-edited
The Future of Catholic
Theological Ethics and
(together with Peter Gallagher
SJ and Michael Kirwan SJ) ‘The
Eye of Love: Philosophy,
Theology and the Jesuit
Tradition’.

Gemma Simmonds is a
sister of the Congregation of
Jesus, founded by Mary Ward,
and a senior lecturer in pastoral
theology at Heythrop College,
University of London, where
she is director of the Religious
Life Institute (moving to the
Margaret Beaufort Institute,
Cambridge, in summer 2018). 

A regular broadcaster on
religious subjects for the BBC
she contributed a chapter on

Ignatian discernment and
vocations to Christopher
Jamison ed., ‘The Disciples’
Call: Theologies of Vocation
from Scripture to the Present
Day, and has written The Way
of Ignatius: a Prayer Journey
through Lent.

The Conference takes place
during the Synod on The Faith,
Young People and Vocational
Discernment in Rome and
ACTA are keen to hear about
the experience of young
people in the Catholic Church. 

One part of the morning and
afternoon sessions has been
devoted to this critical area with
representatives from several
dioceses invited to participate.

The cost of the Conference
is £20 to include
lunch/tea/coffee, discounted to
£15 for payment by 31 July
2018.

Further information and
booking form at
www.acalltoaction.org.ukNeed
to discuss coming to the
Conference: Contact ACTA
Coordinator (Cardiff) Mob:
07956 005459 Email
fbcallus@aol.com.

If you would like more
information about this topic,
please contact Frank Callus o
07956005459 or email at
fbcallus@aol.com

Networking to support social
action across the Archdiocese
The work to develop a series of meaningful activities to
support the World Day of the Poor last November continues
to bear fruit. 

As the Catholic People reported late last year, parishes across
the diocese undertook to respond to the call of Pope Francis to
give some special attention to those on the margins of society. An
event at The Cornerstone brought together representatives of
many of the organisations that attempt to meet the needs of the
poor in society. There was a sense, at that time, that a more
permanent place needed to be found for the Church’s principal
works of charity and to develop a Network for those working to
alleviate suffering.

Many dioceses in England have developed a Network of such
charities drawing on models provided by Caritas Social Action
Network, an Agency of the Bishops’ Conference. In consultation
with Archbishop George Stack, it was agreed that such a Network
should be developed in the Archdiocese of Cardiff. The main
benefits of such a Network were the opportunities for different
organisations and agencies to be able to collaborate more
efficiently, to improve understanding of the Church’s Social
Teaching and to help parishes to identify and address specific
needs.

A Steering Group has been established with the task of
developing a model for how such a Network can deliver
improvements in the Church’s central mission of charity across
our diocese. From the outset it was agreed that the nature of the
diocese meant that much of this work would need to happen at a
Deanery level and a start has been made to establish some of
these groups.

The development of such a Network does not replace the
excellent work done by organisations such as the SVP and Justice
and Peace amongst many. It is designed to complement this work
and to identify new opportunities for the Church to offer support to
those in need. At the most basic, such a Network hopes to collate
information about what is available in each part of the diocese. It
can also help parishes to “listen” to the wider community about
needs that are not currently met. To that end a survey of parishes
is under way which will give a snapshot of what

Do you belong to an organisation or group that
undertakes work with those in need?

Do you have some time to offer in your parish or
Deanery to help develop the Network or as a
representative?

Do you have specific skills that the Church can use to
answer the call of Pope Francis to address the needs of
the poor and marginalized more radically?

Speak to your parish priest about how you might
help. Speak to others in your parish about how you
might be able to work together Speak to us about what
you can offer to support this work.

For further information contact Jim Barnaville,
Chairperson Caritas Archdiocese of Cardiff Email:
jim.barnaville@btinternet.com Mob: 07870 879621

Archbishop gives go-ahead for a
Caritas Archdiocese of Cardiff

Official opening of community hall a facility for Parish and Community
On Friday 6th April the
refurbished St Peter’s
Community Hall, Bedford
Street was officially opened
by Cllr Daniel De’Ath, Deputy
Lord Mayor of Cardiff and a
Ward Councillor. 

Plaques representing the
generosity of major funders
were unveiled. Viridor, whose
funds donated in excess of
£20,000 was represented by
Mr Derek Bateman, a member
of the Cardiff Steering Group. 

Other major benefactors
were the Catenians and
Garfield Weston Foundation. A
most generous legacy to the
parish by a former parishioner
completed the funding stream.

In his remarks the Deputy
Lord Mayor paid tribute to the
work that had been undertaken
at this venue over the last
seven decades and, with the
refurbishment, it would be able
to provide for the social needs
of parishioners and local

residents alike in the years
ahead. He complimented all
those who had worked to
achieve this development.

The official opening brought
to a successful close, two
years of planning by a group
representing parishioners, the
local authority and the local
residents.

The Hall had originally been
developed in the 1930’s as a
Scout Hall, Age had taken its
toll and, despite work
undertaken in the early 1980’s,
it was due for a major
refurbishment, In December
2015 the local parish had
offered the hall and its support
to the Cardiff Churches Winter
Homeless Project, It provided
on a weekly basis, an evening
meal, a bed for the night and
breakfast for approximately 15
rough sleepers from December
to March. It was realised at an
early stage that the toilet and
kitchen facilities were not

adequate if the parish was to
continue to offer this facility.

A local councillor had
enquired about the possibility of
establishing a facility for people,
and particularly the elderly of
the area, to meet and socialise.
No lunch club exists within the
Ward and it was felt that this
was a facility that should be
supported.

The vision of a community
hall serving a range of needs in
the Plasnewydd Ward was one
thing, Having a plan and funds
to bring it to life was another. A
group met regularly and by the
autumn of 2016 had made a
series of applications for
funding, submitted a Planning
application and started to
execute designs.

Planning permission was
granted in February 2017.

The development was
undertaken in two phases and
the opening recognizes the
completion of Phase1. The
architect, Community Design
Team’s Mike Greenwood, had
suggested that the first phase
was likely

to cost around £105,000. A
generous bequest to the parish
of £60, 000 provided a
significant start to the process
of generating the funds
required. The Catenians, a
Catholic charity, offered £6000
towards the enterprise

Applications for further
funding proved successful.
Viridor Credits dispenses grants
funded by the Landfill Tax. An
application for the funding to
cover the costs of windows,
doors and the central heating
system was approved and the
national body provided a grant
of just under £20,000.The local

Viridor operator, in Splott,
offered funding for equipment
in the sum of £3,000.

Garfield Weston Foundation1
provided funding for the
development of the toilet blocks
and the shower facilities. Their
generous contribution of
£10,000 allowed the committee
to move forward with
confidence in engaging
contractors.

Northrise were appointed as
contractors for Phase 1,
following a competitive
tendering process. From the
outset the committee were
convinced of the need to
complete this work in time for
the December 2017 start of the
Winter Homeless Project. Work
commenced in early autumn
and was completed on
schedule and in budget on
17th November 2017.

The parish have renewed
their commitment to the Winter
Homeless Project and offered
the new facilities for the first
time in December 2017. The
Hall is open for local residents
and parishioners to meet over
tea and coffee on a weekly
basis and the improved
facilities are starting to appeal
to other groups looking for a
reasonably priced local venue.

Phase 2 of the development
will provide storage capacity
and an office space. The parish
is grateful to Cardiff City and
County Council for funding of
nearly £46000 towards the
development. The Jane Hodge
Foundation have made a
generous grant of £10000 and
the generosity of benefactors
have ensured that the work can
be undertaken in the next few
months
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What a wonderful
gift of new priests!
by Fr. Michael Doyle

Fr. Nicholas Williams, the
newest priest of the Cardiff
Diocese, offered his First Mass
at his home parish of Blessed
Sacrament, Rumney in
thanksgiving for the gift of the
priesthood. 

It strikes me that the readings
were very apt for a newly-ordained
priest who journeys home to be
with the community that he has
called "home" for so many years.
Although Jesus warns in todays
Gospel that “A prophet is only
despised in his own country,
among his own relations and in
his own house” (cf. Mk 6:1-6) the
joy and blessing of a ‘First Mass’
is surely the exception to the rule.
As the newly ordained makes
Christ truly present to the people
for the first time, in his home town,
there is often much celebration as
the ‘First Mass’ brings many
graces to the priest, his family and
the community that helped nurture
the newly ordained.

This is the fifth ‘First Mass’ to
take place within the boundaries
of our Diocese this year as three
men have presented themselves
for service as Diocesan priests
and two men to the Personal
Ordinariate of Our Lady of
Walsingham.  For each of the five
men who have offered themselves
so generously to the Church I
have no doubt that the words of
St. Paul letter from today’s Second
Reading “My grace is enough for
you: my power is at its best in
weakness” (2 Cor 12:7-10) have
carried them forward to begin their
ministry among us.   The build up
to the Ordination is always a time
of nervousness and last minute
human questioning.  Then the
Bishop asks the ultimate question
“Do you judge him to be worthy?”.
I remember vividly thinking at my
Ordination ‘no’, but the Lord
speaks “My grace is enough for

you: my power is at its best in
weakness” as the priest
presenting the candidate
responds that after a very rigorous
formation process ‘we judge him
worthy’.

A season of ordinations!
This latest ordination brought what
can only be termed as a ‘season’
of Ordinations within our Diocese
to a close.  Fr. Nicholas Williams
was ordained by Archbishop
George Stack at Cardiff Cathedral.
Representatives from Fr. Nick’s
family were present including his
parents and his brother.  Along
with family there representatives
from across the diocese, and from
Oscott College in Birmingham
where the newly ordained has
spent the past six years in
formation.  All joined together for a
moving celebration and conferral
of the gift of the priesthood on Fr.
Nick.

During his homily the
Archbishop spoke of the service to
which the priest is called.  The
service of drawing out the
Common Priesthood of all the
Baptised by ‘forming’ the people
he meets in the Good News of
Jesus Christ to be active disciples
and co-workers with the priest in
building up the Kingdom of God
here on earth.  It struck me that it
was two years ago at the Mass of
Chrism the Archbishop spoke of
the ‘perceived’ shortage of priests
and countermanded that we don’t
lack priests, we lack people.

International disciples
The phrase that seems to
encapsulate this is ‘intentional
disciples’, that is disciples who not
only listen and perceive but also
follow and lead.  Each and every
baptised person has a ‘role’ a
‘mandate’ given by the Lord to be
fulfilled for the building up of the
Kingdom.  

For the priest he is to be the

As the Catholic Church in England and
Wales continues what seems to be a
‘season’ of Ordinations, the Archdiocese of
Cardiff gave witness to the Ordination of a
second priest this summer as Archbishop
George ordained Fr. Peter Davies to the
Sacred Order of the Priesthood.  The Mass
with Ordination took place at the church of
St. Brigid, Crystal Glen in Cardiff on Friday
29th June 2018.

Fr. Peter spent a number years
ministering in the Church in Wales before
becoming Catholic a few years ago.  During
his ministry he worked as a hospital
chaplain at the university Hospital of Wales
(the Heath), and upon his reception into the
Catholic Church, continued to work at the
hospital in a lay role.  In this period he
discerned with Archbishop George a calling
to the priesthood within the Catholic Church
with the support of his wife and family, and
offered himself for service within the
Diocese.

As a priest Fr. Peter will continue to serve
at the University Hospital as the full time
Catholic Chaplain, bringing the Sacraments
to the patients and witnessing to Christ’s
abiding presence among them as he acts
in persona Christi.  Often when we get sick,
we feel dejected and sometimes alone.
The work Fr. Peter will continue to
undertake and expand upon as a priest will
no doubt be a source of comfort, healing
and strength to those whom he meets.

God bless you Fr. Peter.  Ad multos
annos.

Parishioners visit Harvington Hall 

On a recent visit to Harvington Hall in
Worcestershire parishioners of St
Joseph’s and St Mary’s, Penarth and
Dinas Powys, were taken back to the
difficult and dangerous days of
Elizabethan England, a time when the
Catholic Faith was outlawed.

Harvington Hall is a furnished Tudor
Manor House dating from the 1580s. It is a
house of secrets with the largest surviving
collection of priest hides in the country.
What is the secret behind Dr Dodd’s library?
Who was Dr Dodd? All was revealed by
guides who gave a fascinating insight into
life during that period. Such was the cunning
nature of the hiding places and escape

routes no priest was discovered during any
of the searches sometimes with dogs.

Among the treasures on display are a
Franciscan breviary dated 1651 which
probably belonged to St John Wall martyr, a
rosary of 1600 and the ladder used by the
priests.

Parishioners had the choice of enjoying
refreshment in the medieval moat side
tearoom or of picnicking in the tranquil
grounds. Harvington Hall, owned by the
Archdiocese of Birmingham, is of special
interest to everyone with its 600 year history,
beautiful moat and gardens and made a
lovely parish outing. More details can be
found on www.harvingtonhall.com

Joyful celebration 
as Fr Peter Davies
is ordained

‘Pontifex’ (the bridge builder) who bridges the
gap between the human and the Divine and
enables those he walks with and accompanies
on the journey to draw others to the wellspring
of salvation found within the Church and the
Sacraments.  In doing this he enables the
‘common priesthood of all the faithful’ to find
its fullest expression in the ‘drawing in’ and
sacrificing of (our) hearts and (our) lives to
Almighty God each and every time we ‘lift up
our hearts’ in the Mass.

As a Diocese we thank Fr. Nicholas Williams,
Fr. Robert James, Fr. Peter Davies (Diocesan
priests); and Fr. David Hathaway and Fr. David
Pritchard (Ordinariate) for their sacrifice and
service among us. And we offer them our
prayers for every blessing over the years
ahead.
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