
A Grand Day Out 
the first Welsh Provincial Grandparents 
Pilgrimage took place at Belmont Abbey, 
Saturday July 16th.  
It is important to recognise that families come in all 
shapes & sizes; each one is unique, no two families are 
ever the same. Therefore the ways of supporting and 
the involvement of grandparents will vary from family to 
family. 

In many families grandparents play a significant role; 
helping with childcare, providing stability in fractured 
families, financial support and passing on the faith.  

It was hoped that this event would provide 
grandparents the opportunity to share their faith with 
their grandchildren and families in a fun and relaxed 
environment; no pressure, no obligation just families 
sharing a day together and celebrating the roles of 
Grandparents in our families today. 

 

Our main aim was to celebrate our 
Grandparents and the role they play in 

our families by having  
‘A Grand Day Out’ together. 

There are many geographical issues to consider when 
deciding upon a venue for an ALL Wales event but 



Belmont Abbey proved a popular choice and became 
increasingly obvious considering that the event was 
taking place during the Centenary year of the 
Archdiocese of Cardiff (prior to 1916, Belmont was the 
Cathedral Church for the Diocese of Newport and 
Menevia which covered the whole of Wales and 
Herefordshire.) and also during the Jubilee Year of 
Mercy (Belmont being the host to a Holy Door).  

On the day there were individuals and families from 
across the three Welsh Dioceses and beyond; including 
Arundel & Brighton, Birmingham, Clifton and 
Shrewsbury dioceses as well as FRANCE! Families and 
individuals came from similar and different backgrounds; 
families of shared and mixed faiths, blended families, 
geographically separated families, close knit families, 
individual family units as well as several generations 
coming together for the day – One family, represented 
by all four generations, celebrated Great Grandad’s 
birthday together at the Abbey! 

The day 
comprised of 
activities both 
fun and faith 
based including 
a Rosary 
procession, 
exposition, 
reconciliation, 
and visits to the 



Holy Door of Mercy, face painting, bouncy castles, 
prayer balloons, sports, and 
more!    

Families enjoyed a bit of 
‘friendly’ intergenerational 
sporting completion on the 
Abbey lawns and also 
contributed to the creation 
of a unique altar cloth 

which was used for the concluding Mass!  

 

 

The Monks of 
Belmont played a 
proactive and 
supportive role in 
the day, also 
finding time to 
relax with families 



and chat as they ate their picnics, 
 

 

....before having an ice cream themselves! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Guest speakers also provided participants with the 
opportunity to find out about Parish Family Groups and 
Grandparents’ Groups; both offer ways of building and 
affirming the community of parish. 

 The day concluded with Mass concelebrated by the 
three Welsh Bishops; music for Mass, in the form of a 
choir and orchestra, was provided by St Mary’s High 
School, Hereford. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

After Mass the Bishops greeted people before watching 
as the prayer Balloons were released to close the day.  

 

Bishop Peter Brignall, Bishop of Wrexham, was 
‘delighted’ to be able to spend most of the afternoon 
with the families from across Wales and described the 
day as, ‘A wonderful opportunity particularly in this 
Jubilee Year of Mercy when the Holy Father has 
encouraged us all to be a part of pilgrimage because it 
is a reminder to us of our journey in life and journey 
through family life as well; from the youngest through 
to the oldest within a the family, and to have everyone 
come together is a wonderful celebration.’  

Libby (16) said ‘I was lucky to be able to go to the 
grandparents day and really enjoyed it - if they did it 
again I would defiantly go and recommend it to anyone. 



- I think this was a good day out and was very well 
planned just next time I hope there are more people.’ 

One family wrote to say, ‘Thank you to all the organisers 
- for an excellent day, everything was so enjoyable,- we 
all found something that suited us. - Thank you from 
Granny, Grandpa, Son/Daddy, Daughter-in-law/Mummy 
and 4 ½ year old twins - We look forward to next year! 
(God willing)’. 

Although the event was the result of many months of 
planning by the Diocesan Marriage & Family Life 
Workers, supported in no small part by the contributions 
of the volunteers of the Cardiff and Wrexham Diocesan 
M&FL Commissions, without the generous support and 
guidance from the Abbot, Prior and Monks of Belmont 
Abbey, Staff of Hedley Lodge and parishioners of 
Belmont Parish this event would not have been possible. 

 


