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January is a special month.

It is a time to look back on

the year that has passed

and look forward to what

lies ahead. 

It is no accident that New

Year resolutions are high on

the agenda at the beginning

of each year. The Roman God

Janus, after whom the month

is named, is often depicted

with two faces, looking

backwards and forward at the

same time. He is the god of

beginnings and endings, of

doors and gateways, of exits

and entrances.

Looking back over the year

2017 there is much to

concern us, not least in the

terrorist attacks on a

worldwide scale with the loss

of so much innocent life.

Pope Paul V1 once wrote that

“Peace is more than an

absence of war”. Aleksander

Solzhenistan reminded us

that “The dividing line

between  good and evil runs

through the heart of every

human being”. It is good that

the Church sets aside  New

Year’s Day as a World Day of

Prayer for Peace.

11 November 2018 will

mark the centenary of the

ending of the First World War.

Who could fail but be moved

by the many

commemorations of battles

fought and lives lost during

that terrible conflict? Our own

Welsh poet and artist David

Jones has a great deal to tell

us about the futility of war in

his magnificent work “In

Parenthesis”.

Education for a life in a

pluralist and multi cultural

society must lie at the heart of

care for our young people

and their future. The Catholic

Church throughout the United

Kingdom  continues to invest

enormous resources in

providing a faith based

education for those entrusted

to its care. Education is more

than the passing of

examinations. It is the

Archbishop George Stack reviews the past year and reflects on 2018

January 2018 – a month to reflect
on the past and the future

Silent graves still speak out of the many lives lost in
World War 1 and show the futility of war

A gathering place for people of all faiths…. or none
A significant feature of Diocesan life in the

last year has been the opening of “The

Cornerstone at St. David’s” opposite St.

David’s Cathedral Archbishop George

reflects. 

The operation of these extraordinary

buildings,formerly the Ebeneser Chapel,  has

exceeded all expectations. Cathedral and

Diocesan use of the facilities provided there

has been enhanced by the recognition of the

wider community that here is a gathering

place for people of all faiths and none. The

opening by Prince Charles was an historic

occasion,enjoyed by over two hundred

representatives of our parishes and schools.

The number of charities seeking to use “The

Cornerstone” for their good work rises weekly.

In 2018 an education program for all our

formation of the whole person,

body,mind and spirit. The

education we provide is modelled

on the person of Jesus Christ, the

man for others. The landscape of

education is constantly changing,

not least with the  criticisms of

faith schools as elitist and divisive.

The fact that significant numbers

of non Catholic parents seek

places in our schools is a

testament to our desire to be of

service to all who wish to benefit

from education in a faith

environment. One major

undertaking of the past year was

the  establishment of a

reconstituted Schools

Commission. The major task on

which it has already embarked is

an exploration of  the quality and

level of our schools provision,the

task of recruitment and retention

of Catholic  teachers and how

best we can adapt our educational

endeavour to the challenges that

lie ahead. The employment of

educational consultants is helping

in this task.

Parents’ historic battle for a

Catholic school – Page 8

• Continued on Page 2
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Your Catholic People…

BEL – Belmont Abbey – The Retreats Secretary - email:

retreats@belmontabbey.org.uk or tel: 07799 811 646. All retreats begin with Vespers

at 6.00 pm – check-in at Hedley Lodge from mid afternoon

LL – Ty Croeso Centre, Llantarnam Abbey, Cwmbran tel: 01633 867317

PRC – Pastoral Resources Centre, 910 Newport Road, Rumney, Cardiff tel: 029

20360044

St.P – St Peter’s Church, St Peter’s Street, Cardiff CF24 3BA

January

16 1:10 pm - 1:55 pm Lunchtime Concert: Seven Deadly Sins. The Cornerstone 

hosts a series of lunchtime concerts with Free Entry.

26 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm Holy Hour for Evangelisation. To support us in this calling 

parishioners from across Pontypridd Deanery are coming together for a Holy 

Hour with Adoration before the Blessed Sacrament, with the special intention 

of evangelisation and mission within our parishes and the wider church. Visit 

www.pontypriddrcdeanery.org.uk/Holy-Hour.html

To list Archdiocesan and Deanery Events in this Diary contact:  Dr James

Campbell-Editor. Archbishop’s House, 43 Cathedral Road, Cardiff, CF11 9HD

Tel: (029) 2022 0411 Fax: (029) 2037 9036 Email: publications@rcadc.org and

james.campbell@southwales.ac.uk 

Articles to be received by the 20th of the month for inclusion in the following

month.

ARCHDIOCESAN
DIARY OF EVENTS

ARCHBISHOP 
GEORGE’S 
ENGAGEMENTS

JANUARY 2018

Monday 1 Mass at Usk Prison  10.00

Monday 8 Meeting of Department of Christian Life and Worship, London 12.00

Wednesday 17 Commissioning of Lay Funeral Ministers  Our Lady of the Angels 

Cwmbran 7.00

Thursday 18 Meeting of Cathedral Chapter and Diocesan Consultors  11.00

Saturday 20 Mass for Celebration of Marriage  St. David’s Cathedral  2.00

Attends Catenian Dinner  Cardiff  7.30

Tuesday 23 ICEL Teleconference  12.00    

Lunchtime Talk at The Cornerstone – Lord Murphy of Torfaen 1.30

Wednesday 23 Standing Committee of Bishops Conference  London  9.30

Sunday 28 Private Engagement - London

Tuesday 30 Addresses Education Conference,London. 12.00   

Commissioning of Lay Funeral Ministers  St. Helen’s Barry  7.00

Wednesday 31 Commissioning of Lay Funeral Ministers St. Philip Evans  7.00

A gathering place for people of all faiths…. or none
• Continued from Page 1

schools and their pupils. It will be good for

pupils to rediscover the rich heritage of

Catholicism in Wales to which they are heir.

The re-established “Good Shepherd Service”

held for many of our pupils is an affirmation of

our pupils who support the education of

children in other parts of the world through

Missio – the Pope’s own missionary charity.

For a number of years it has been obvious

that St. David’s Cathedral needs major

refurbishment to make it more suitable for the

worthy celebration of the liturgy. 

Electrical wiring, boilers, asbestos, toilets,

access and accommodation are just some of

the many health and safety issues facing the

Cathedral, as well as the need for a chapel of

the Blessed Sacrament and easier access

from the city to the Cathedral.

A planning group has been convened and

initial drawings prepared for a major renovation

of the Cathedral so that, linked with “The

Cornerstone” a dignified Cathedral Quarter

may emerge in years to come. This will be a

major challenge and opportunity for the

Diocese in the next three years.

The high point of Catholic life in 2018 will

undoubtedly be the Eucharistic Congress to

be held in Liverpool from 7-9 September. It is

entitled “Adoremus”.  

Each parish will be invited to send five

delegates for the main events which will be

held on Saturday 8 September. There will also

be resources available and a program so that

parishes may participate in their own way in

the first Eucharistic Congress in this country

since 1908. 

The Diocesan representative on the national

planning committee is already working to

ensure that the Archdiocese of Cardiff will be

fully represented at this historic gathering.

Cardinal Vincent condemns
Trump Jerusalem decision
The US says it “will be taking names”

during a UN General Assembly vote on a

resolution criticising its recognition of

Jerusalem as Israel’s capital.

Cardinal Vincent Nichols, Arcbishop of

Westminster has already criticised the decision

which goes contrary to United Nations and

other agreements.

And at the UN, USA Permanent

representative Nikki Haley warned member

states that President Donald Trump had asked

her to report on “who voted against us” on

Thursday.

The draft resolution does not mention the US,

but says any decisions on Jerusalem should be

cancelled.

On Monday, the US vetoed a similar motion

at the UN Security Council.

The status of Jerusalem goes to the heart of

Israel's conflict with the Palestinians. 

Israel occupied the east of the city,

previously occupied by Jordan, in the 1967

Middle East war and regards the entire city as

its indivisible capital. 

The Palestinians claim East Jerusalem as the

capital of a future state and its final status is

meant to be discussed in the latter stages of

peace talks.

Israeli sovereignty over Jerusalem has never

been recognised internationally, and all

countries currently maintain their embassies in

Tel Aviv. However, President Trump has told

the US state department to start work on

moving the US embassy.

The 193-member UN General Assembly held

a rare emergency special session on at the

request of Arab and Muslim states, who

condemned Mr Trump’s decision to reverse

decades of US policy earlier this month.

The Palestinians called for the meeting after

the US vetoed the Security Council resolution,

which affirmed that any decisions on the status

of Jerusalem were “null and void and must be

rescinded”, and urged all states to “refrain from

the establishment of diplomatic missions in the

holy city”.

As President Trump’s announcement  puts

Jerusalem in the world’s headlines and raises

questions about its political future, the debate

about religious coexistence in the city will

come to the UK later this month with the visit of

the Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Jerusalem

Theophilos III. The Patriarch is visiting as part of

an international tour to gather a coalition in

opposition to a proposed Bill in the Israeli

Parliament which would enable the

Government to confiscate Church lands, a

development that the World Council of

Churches has said would “jeopardize the

future long-term viability of the church and

Christian community”. 

Whilst in the UK Patriarch Theophilos will

meet with a number of senior political and faith

leaders, having already discussed this issue

with Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby

and the Catholic Archbishop Vincent Nichols

on a previous visit last month.

As well as receiving the support of the World

Council of Churches, the Patriarch has also

been joined by Pope Francis, who today

renewed his “heartfelt appeal for everyone’s

commitment to respect the city’s Status Quo”.

He has also been supported by a number of

political leaders including the King of Jordan

who serves as the custodian of Jerusalem's

Holy sites.  

A senior figure working for the Patriarch said

of today's news "As we consider President

Trump’s announcement, we must not lose

sight of how important upholding the freedom

of the faith communities is to peace in the

Holy Land. As the eyes of the world look to

Jerusalem once more, we hope that they will

linger long enough to see the danger posed

by the proposed Bill of Church Lands and

more seriously the movement of radical settler

groups in the Old City of Jerusalem."

The Patriarch was among signatories of

Jerusalem church leaders in a letter to Trump

today pleading with him to rethink this threat to

the 'international' status of Jerusalem 

The leader of the Catholic Church in England and Wales, Vincent

Nichols, has accused politicians and the media of “almost trading

in fear” over the migrant crisis. 

Cardinal Nichols also criticised what he called the "self indulgent way"

in which people had been expressing their hatred of foreigners since

the referendum on leaving the EU. 

Cardinal Vincent Nichols:
Politicians ‘trading in fear’

Social media danger
The social media giants have made progress, but have not done

enough to tackle extremism and abuse on their sites, the chair of

the Home Affairs Select Committee has said. 

Yvette Cooper said "public safety is at risk here", when she spoke to

the Daily Politics about the dangers of social media and said "they just

can do more" as Facebook, Google and Twitter were not acting fast

enough.

But Matthew Parris said abuse was no worse today, and he had

"received horrible letters from people calling me the most appalling

things" in his political and media career, but it was not possible to stop

this without censorship.



CATHOLIC PEOPLE 3

Editorial

A defence of
faith schools 
In his front page article, our Archbishop

makes a robust and well-merited defence

of education in Catholic schools.

He underlines the point that  the Catholic

Church throughout the United Kingdom

continues to invest enormous resources in

providing faith-based education, modelled

on the person of Jesus Christ.

Those who criticise faith-based schools

should listen to the parents who entrust

their children to their care. In Catholic

schools throughout the archdiocese we

have pupils from many faiths, including

Hindu and Muslim children. As a governor

of a Catholic primary school I have talked

to parents of different faiths who wax

lyrical about the ethos of our schools.

They feel that their children benefit from

faith-based schools such as ours, even if

the faith differs from theirs.

One can see in Catholic schools a mutual

respect for different faiths as illustrated by

texts from different religions displayed on

classroom walls and from the teaching of

respect for faith other than Catholicism.

Archbishop George remarks: “The fact

that significant numbers of non Catholic

parents seek places in our schools is a

testament to our desire to be of service to

all who wish to benefit from education in a

faith environment.”

He goes on to speak of the reconstituted

Schools Commission to examine the

quality of our schools provision and how

we can best adapt to the challenges

ahead.

And the challenges to promote faith-based

education are summed up on an article on

page 8, which tells the story of how

parents fought to create a Catholic

comprehensive school in Newport. Well

done to them!

Dr James Campbell

ORDINATION TO THE DIACONATE 
REV PETER DAVIES AT ST BRIGID’S
The Rev Peter Davies was

ordained as a Deacon on 2

December, 2017, writes

Archbishop George Stack.

“Take the waiting out of

wanting” was the strapline of one

of the most striking Christmas

advertisements I have ever seen. 

It feeds into the culture of

instant satisfaction and

gratification, the culture of “I want

therefore I must have now” no

matter what the impact on my

credit card might be. Analysing

the causes of the financial crisis of

2008, one analyst wrote: “…

people buying things they didn’t

need with money they didn’t have

for people they didn’t like”. And

waiting is a waste of time –

whether it is for a bus or a train, or

proper preparations for an

important decision, or even

making the right choices in life.

This Advent season says the

opposite. It says no time is wasted

in which God is served. The

service of God is the sanctification

of time. 

The watchwords of Advent are

watching and waiting. Hope and

expectation. “Come Lord Jesus

Come” as we prepare to celebrate

his coming in history two

thousand years ago. “Come Lord

Jesus” as we profess our faith that

he will come at the end of time to

judge the nations. 

As we heard from the prophet

Isaiah: “Oh that you would tear the

heavens and come down”. But we

also celebrate the fact that Jesus

is present here and now, in our

midst, “Where two or three are

gathered in my name I am there

among them”. 

Present also each time we

celebrate the Mass and receive

him in Holy Communion. Or more

importantly are received by him

into communion, allowing us to

share in the very life of God

himself. “The Body of Christ?” the

priest asks. “Amen – I believe” we

reply.

All of these truths take on a

special significance today for

Peter Davies and his family. Peter

is to be ordained a deacon in the

Catholic Church. He has waited on

Jesus, prepared for this moment

throughout his whole live –

perhaps not even realising it. In

his faith journey with Gloria his

wife and his lovely family, they

have continually prayed “Come

Lord Jesus, Come” as they have

explored ways in which each of

them can be most faithful to

Christ. 

The words of Cardinal Hume

which we shall use during this

ceremony indicate how significant

the ministry of Peter has already

been, both in the Anglican Church

and in the extraordinarily important

work of a hospital chaplain. Pope

John Paul II agreed with the

Cardinal who wrote: 

Worthy of ordination 

“The Catholic Church recognises

that not a few of the sacred

actions of the Christian religion as

carried out in communities

separated from her can truly

engender a life of grace and

rightly be described as providing

access to the community of

salvation”.

When Peter is called forward for

ordination, the Bishop is asked

“Most Holy Father, holy mother

Church asks you to ordain this

man, our brother, for service as a

deacon”. The bishop asks “Do you

know him to be worthy”. The

proposer will say - at least I hope

he will say - “Upon enquiry among

the people of Christ  and upon

recommendation of those

concerned with his training, I

testify that he has been found

worthy”.  

On this subject Cardinal Hume

also had something to say. “The

answer to that question should be

an emphatic “No”. How could any

human person be worthy of the

privilege and the gift of serving

God and his people through this

Sacrament of Ordination?” Martin

Luther, too, had a great deal to

say about worthiness and

justification as we know from this

commemoration year. But at an

ordination, the bishop puts his

trust in God and continues “We

rely on the help of the Lord God

and our Saviour Jesus Christ and

we choose this man for the order

of deacons”.

The effectiveness and validity of

Holy Orders does not depend on

how good or how holy or how

efficient or how well organised we

deacons, priests and bishops are.

In fact, it often seems as though

God works through our weakness

to remind us that we carry this

treasure in earthenware vessels.

Isaiah again: “You are our Father;

we the clay, you the potter, we are

all the work of your hand” as we

heard in today’s reading from the

prophet Isiah (64:3-8). No time for

pride. No placefor privatised

priesthood. 

We are bound together,

directed, ordered, ordained for the

service of others, in order to help

people become what they have

been called to be through baptism

– priests who worship God not in

their individual ways, through and

amalgam of personal devotions,

but bound together in the Mystical

Body of Christ, the Church. 

No room for churchmanship or

liturgical preferences or language.

It is the sacrifice of Jesus on the

cross which is re-presented every

time we celebrate ( an interesting

word when thinking about the re-

presentation of that sacrifice on

the cross) the Mass. Perhaps

“offer” is a  better word, especially

for the one who offers his life in

service as a deacon and priest. 

Signs and symbols 

To remind the deacon of all this, and so much

more which is contained in the ordination,

Peter is surrounded by signs and symbols

which speak much louder than words of that to

which he is being called. 

Yes, he is questioned and asked does he

believe what the Catholic Church teaches and

is he able to preach those truths to others. The

Bishop lays hands on his head, a sign of

calling down the Spirit of God at this time, in

this place, into the life of this person. That

gesture, and the prayer of ordination which

accompany it, is also a reminder that through

the validly consecrated bishop, he is being

drawn into the unity of the apostolic

suggestion, personified by the Bishop of Rome

and Catholic bishops throughout the world.

Never Peter without the eleven. Never the

eleven without Peter – the apostle, I mean, not

Davies!

Immediately, he is clothed with the

vestments of the deacon. The stole over his

shoulder, a reminder of the Jewish prayer

shawl used in the synagogue, but more

importantly a reminder of the words of Jesus

when he says “My yoke is easy and my burden

is light”. (Matthew 11:30).

As a hospital chaplain Peter will help

countless people carry the burden of

loneliness, sickness and death. The dalmatic

which, like all vestments, cover a multitude of

human weakness. They remind us we do not

minister on our own authority but on the

authority of the one he serves.

Which is why, at the climax of the ordination

rite, he is given the Book of the Gospels with

the words:

Receive the Gospel of Christ whose herald

you now are.

Believe what you read.

Teach what you believe,

And practice what you preach.

Amen
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University Catholic Chaplaincy 
Festival of Lessons and Carols
The University Catholic Chaplaincy inaugurated a

Festival of Lessons and Carols three years ago at

the University church at Nazareth House. 

Each year the number of staff and students has

increased as word has spread. The University Catholic

Chaplaincy Choir which sings every Sunday during

term lead the carol singing and their own musical

pieces under the musical direction of Mr Tomos

Watkins a post graduate student of the Royal Welsh

College of Music and Drama. 

Among those present at this year's candlelit

celebration held on December 4th were the Vice

Chancellor of Cardiff University Professor Colin Reardon

and the Chair of Council Professor Stuart Palmer. 

Those reading the Lessons included the Vice

Chancellor Professor Reardon, Professor Tim Price the

Head of the School of Mathematics, Professor

Alexander McCauley, School of History, Archaeology

and Religion, Chevalier Doctor David Woolf, Optometry

who represented the Wales Commandery of the Order

of St. Lazarus which provides a bursary for medical

students for their research projects. 

Fortunately for the last two years the recipients have

been students of the University Catholic Chaplaincy. Sr.

Aquinas also read and represented the Sisters of

Nazareth. 

Sr. Aquinas and Sr. Marie work closely with the

Chaplain and the Cardiff Oratory whose community

were entrusted by Archbishop Stack with the care of

the University Catholic Chaplaincy. The Sisters of

Nazareth and residents as well as family and friends of

residents also participated.  

Ecumenical and inter-faith chaplains were also

present and participated. This year's homilists

Reverend Canon Gareth

Powell, Secretary of the

Methodist Conference was the

previous Methodist Chaplain. Previous homilists have

been the Archbishop of Cardiff and the Dean of

Llandaff Cathedral. The Catholic Chaplain Fr. Sebastian

was recently succeeded after his term of five years as

Cardiff University's Co-ordinating Chaplain by Reverend

Delyth Liddell, Methodist Chaplain. 

Fr. Sebastian thanked all for their participation and

also their generosity towards the special collection

taken for Llamau the Welsh charity for homeless young

people in Cardiff. Mr Kevin Hougardy a parishioner of

the Cathedral represented Llamau.

Afterwards all were invited by the Oratorian

community to join them in their Refectory for mince

pies and mulled wine. 
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Green Willow Funerals
Personalised Funeral Services and Funeral Plans

All profits donated to charity
Caring, sensitive bespoke funeral services

Telephone 02920 52 42 00

www.greenwillowfunerals.com

We welcome no-obligation enquiries
and cater for ‘pre-need’ funeral
plans which help:

Limit costs

Record your wishes

Relieve pressure on family
and loved ones

Fanfare for a brilliant carol service!
Pictures and words by Dr James Campbell

The ceremony of Lessons and Carols 2017 at David’s Cathedral was a delightful

preliminary to our Christmas celebrations.

We have had some great celebrations in the past with Dr David Neville and his son Dominic as

Master of Choristers. A great Neville family tradition which gave so much to the musical life of the

cathedral. But the tradition continues under  the new Director of Music Jeffrey Howard as we all

appreciated at the Carol Service.

It would be remiss of me not to name the musicians, brass and timpani, who contributed so

much to the service – Corey Morris, Jac Thomas, Lawrence Plant, Joe Arkwright, Andrew

McDade, Anthony Capel and Matt Hardy.

Also, the organist was Jonathan Davies. As with the great loss of Dr David Neville in the organ

loft we can only remember his son Dominic conducting the choir then sprinting up to the organ

loft to play the organ. That is real dedication!

I talked to Jeffrey after the service and he admitted that he was glad that there  was someone

else playing the organ to leave him breath to conduct his choir instead of sprinting up to the loft

as he has done in previous Masses.

The Cathedral Choir, these youngsters from St John’s College mainly, set the scene for our

Christmas celebrations. God bless them!

As Canon Peter Collins said: “As we prepare to accompany  the Holy Family to Bethlehem,

may the dawning Light of the ‘World fill our hearts with joy.”

This Ceremony of Lessons and Carols certainly filled all our hearts with joy…joy….joy!

Pictured here, those who read the Lessons at the service

The Cross leads the clergy out of the Cathedral at the end of the service

Director Jeffrey Howard brought out a splendid performance from the Cathedral Choir

A clash of cymbals brought a celebratory note to the
service

Brass and tympani in the organ loft brought
excitement to the carols

Young voices led the congregation in a great carol service
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Watching your children fade away 
on just one meal is something no 
parent should have to endure. For 
mothers like Thulnaath, this is the 
stark reality. Ever since the civil 
war broke out in 2013, South Sudan 
has faced critical food shortages, 
putting the most vulnerable at risk 
of starvation. Every bit as deadly as 
the conflict itself is the hunger crisis 
that has accompanied the fighting: 
the devastating food shortage that is 
the reason we are turning to you for 
help. Young children like Rebecca 
have already seen so much pain  
and suffering.

£16 could feed a family

It is not uncommon for mothers like 
Thulnaath to go to extraordinary 
lengths to feed their children, some 
risk being attacked, raped or even 
killed. “We are suffering a lot because 
of the famine in this area,” she says. 
“When my child is crying and I have 
no food to give her, it hurts me as a 
mother. There is no cow, so no milk to 
give my children. There is no money 
to buy fish for them. It’s challenging 
for me as a mother.” If we do not act, 
then families like Thulnaath’s will be 
unable to survive.

Will you help us get food to people 
like Thulnaath and her children this 
Christmas? 

Putting an end to the suffering

Teams at Mercy Corps are doing 
everything in their power to get 
lifesaving food into the hands of 
those suffering most, but we can’t 
do it alone. With the cost of food 
skyrocketing, families have no choice 
but to scrape by on just one single 
meal, eating wild water lilies and bark. 
So many lives have been lost already 
and we need your help today to put an 
end to the suffering. 

With a gift of £64 you could help us get food into the hands of four families like Thulnaath’s.

Our work is only possible because of the support and dedication of people like you. As part of our global community, we would 
like to keep you up to date with our work and our fundraising activities. We will process your data for customer analysis and direct 
marketing purposes and we will never sell or share your details. Please fill in your details if you are happy for us to communicate with 
you by phone, text or email.
Phone: ________________________________  Email: _________________________________________________________________
If you would prefer not to hear from Mercy Corps by post please tick here:  
Please remember you can update your preferences at any time by emailing eu-fundops@mercycorps.org or by calling 0131 662 5161.

Please return this form to: Freepost RSAE-ZBYA-LRZH, Mercy Corps, 40 Sciennes, Edinburgh EH9 1NJ

I will give:  £16    £64    My choice amount of: _______________

Title:  First Name:  Surname:   

Address: 

 Postcode:   

  I enclose a cheque/postal order/CAF voucher made out to Mercy Corps OR 
 Please debit my  Mastercard    Visa    CAF Card    Maestro

Card holder’s name:  

Card number:                             

Start date:  M  M  / Y  Y  Expiry date: M  M  / Y  Y  Issue number:     (Shaded boxes Maestro only)

Signature(s):          Date: D  D  / M  M  / Y  Y  

Call 08000 413 060 to make your donation today. THANK YOU. 
You can also donate online: www.mercycorps.org.uk/u/donate/hunger

Funds will be used wherever 
the need is greatest

Registered Charity Number SC030289
CatholicPeopleJan18

Tick the box below to 
make your gift go 25% 
further with Gift Aid

  Yes, I am a UK taxpayer and I would 
like Mercy Corps to claim the tax on 
all qualifying donations I have made in 
the past 4 years, as well as any future 
donations. I understand that if I pay 
less Income/Capital Gains Tax than 
the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all 
my donations in that tax year, it is my 
responsibility to pay any difference.

   No, I am not a tax payer (This will save us 
writing to ask you about Gift Aid again).

Please notify Mercy Corps if:  
• you want to cancel this declaration  
• your name or home address has changed 
•  you no longer pay sufficient income and/

or capital gains tax.

Signed: __________________________ 

Date: __ __ / __ __ / __ __

Mothers like Thulnaath urgently need your help. Torn from their homes and farms by war, 
they are walking for days to find food for their children. Too often, though, they come back 
empty handed.

“ WHEN MY CHILD  
IS CRYING AND I 
HAVE NO FOOD TO 
GIVE HER, IT HURTS 
ME AS A MOTHER”

Rebecca,  
6 years old – 
Thulnaath’s 
daughter 
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Wanted for the
Missions

Large Statues (Even damaged

ones), old vestments, pictures,

church fittings, rosaries, prayer

books, religious books, relics etc.

Please ring 
Mr. B. Ferris KSC, 

102 Moor St, Earlsdon, 
Coventry CV5 6EY
Tel: 02476 676986

H. TOVEY • J. TOVEY
J. CORTEN • R. DALE

K. FOSTER • D. O’CONNELL

01633 266848
Newport Funeral Home,

9/11 Cardiff Road, Newport
(opposite Royal Gwent Hospital)

www.toveybros.co.uk

A trusted family business serving 
local families and the community in

South East Wales for six generations

            

By Jim Barnaville, Caritas

Representative, Archdiocese of

Cardiff

Pope Francis has supported a

campaign by Caritas

Internationalis, backed by nearly

200 Catholic aid charities

worldwide, including Caritas

Social Action Network (CSAN)

and CAFOD, calling on the

public and world leaders to

welcome and protect refugees

and migrants.  

At his weekly audience in St.

Peter’s Square on 27 September,

Pope Francis met and embraced

young migrants and encouraged

everyone throughout the world to

do the same.

Giving greetings in various

languages Pope Francis said: “I

greet the English-speaking

pilgrims and visitors taking part in

today’s Audience, particularly the

groups from England, Scotland,

Ireland, Australia, Malaysia, the

Philippines, Sri Lanka, Vietnam,

Canada and the United States of

America. Today marks the start of

the worldwide Caritas campaign

“Share the Journey”, to assist

families forced to migrate. I

encourage you to support this

praiseworthy initiative as an

expression of our solidarity with

our many brothers and sisters in

need. Upon all of you, and your

families, I invoke joy and peace in

our Lord Jesus Christ.”

The Share the Journey

campaign is spearheaded by the

Catholic Church’s global charitable

arm, Caritas Internationalis, a

confederation of Catholic relief

and development agencies that

operates in over 200 countries

and territories worldwide.  Its

member organisations, including

CSAN and CAFOD in England and

Wales, want to foster greater

understanding of why so many

people are leaving their homes at

this time in history.  They hope to

inspire communities to build

relationships with migrants and

refugees and to call on world

leaders to support the UN Global

Compacts on Migrants and

Refugees in 2018.   

Befriending schemes 

The Catholic community in

England and Wales is already

working to welcome the stranger:

CSAN member charities and

parishes run befriending schemes,

English classes, immigration

advice clinics and social

groups. The Catholic

community is leading the way

with the Community

Sponsorship of Refugees

scheme, in which parish

groups take the lead in

resettling families displaced

by the conflict in Syria.

More information about

Share the Journey can be

found on a dedicated Caritas

Internationalis website. 

A one-minute video extract

from the papal audience is

available on YouTube. 

For a link to Toolkits

download:

http://journey.caritas.org/toolki

ts-downloads/

Key campaign dates 

The following are the Key

Campaign Dates from Caritas

Internationalis’ timetable of

action:

• July to September 2017 –

create and share campaign

resources and in August

launch a dedicated campaign

website. 

• Wednesday 27th

September 2017 – launch

the campaign with the support

of Pope Francis. 

• February 2018 onwards –

advocate at the

intergovernmental

negotiations preparing the UN

Global Compacts. 

• The week of 20th June

2018 – take part in a Global

Week of Action around World

Refugee Day. Have your

campaign actions ready! 

• September 2018 – be

present at the UN, where the

two Global Compacts on

Migration and Refugees will

be adopted. 

• Late 2019 – close the Share

the Journey campaign.

Mileposts for action 

Pope Francis continues his

appeal

Pope Francis has issued

his message for the

celebration of the World Day

of Peace, 1 January 2018

entitled Migrants and

Refugees: Men and Women

in search of Peace. In the

section of the message under

the theme, “four mileposts for

action”, the Pope points out

what is needed in order for

migrants and refugees to find

the peace they seek is a

strategy combining four

actions: welcoming,

protecting, promoting and

integrating.

Looking at the situation

from an international

perspective, Pope Francis

expresses the hope that this

spirit of welcome and

integration, “will guide the

process that in the course of

2018 will lead the United

Nations to draft and approve

two Global Compacts, one for

safe, orderly and regular

migration and the other for

refugees.”

How to get involved

Information on the Share the

Journey: Global Migration

Campaign – Guide to Action

was given during the Deanery

Workshops in the run up to

the first World Day of the Poor

in the Archdiocese. It is

available from Jim Barnaville,

Caritas Representative,

jim.barnaville@btinternet.com

or mob: 07870879621. 

Parishes and schools are

encouraged to explore the

activities in the Guide and see

what campaign actions they

could take in the run up to,

and particularly in the week of,

20th June 2018, including

offering welcome and

promoting a ‘culture of

encounter’.

Every year Archbishop Stack sponsors the
visit of staff and students of the schools
and colleges of the Archdiocese of Cardiff
to the Houses of Parliament in Westminster
and to the Senedd in Cardiff. The aim is to
encourage young people to appreciate the
importance of bringing their Christian
‘voices’ to the political arena and to social
issues. 

On Tuesday 28 November 2017, over 30
students and staff of the Archdiocese
accompanied the Archbishop to the Houses of
Parliament. This included a tour of the Houses,
a debate introduced by Kevin Brennan MP, a
visit to the Chapel of St Mary Undercroft and

Schools and Colleges of the Archdiocese
of Cardiff at the Houses of Parliament 2017 

Pope Francis supports Caritas ‘Share the Journey’ campaign

an afternoon tea, hosted on this occasion by
the The Rt Hon. Paul Murphy, the Lord Murphy
of Torfaen. 

As in previous years, the young people were
excellent ambassadors of their schools and
colleges and a credit to themselves and their
families. The Archbishop thanks them, their
schools, and the organisers, for what was a
very successful visit to the Houses of
Parliament

Archdiocese of Cardiff students and staff Westminster Hall 2017

The Caring Funeral Service
Award Winning Independent Funeral Homes

Award Winning, 
Independent 

Funeral Arrangers

Privileged to have
served the Catholic

community since 1989

• Private Rest Rooms
• 24HR Call-Out Service
• 5* Client Reviews
• Caring, Dignified, Personal & Professional 

Service
• Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

Caerphilly Funeral Services
Parc Avenue Funeral Home
Crossways, CAERPHILLY
CF83 3AZ
(02920) 862100

caerphillyfuneralservices.com

Church Village Funeral Services
Cardigan Close Precinct
Tonteg, PONTYPRIDD
CF38 1LD
(01443) 203966

churchvillagefuneralservices.co.uk



8  CATHOLIC PEOPLE

Designed and produced by Mersey Mirror, Creative Design and Publishing, 36 Henry Street, Liverpool L1 5BS. Tel: 0151 709 7567

AN EPIPHANY!

The feast of the Magi (also known as known as ‘Little Christmas’)

traditionally marks the end of the ‘twelve Days’ of Christmas, an

extended octave for so central a mystery.  But the pressures of a

busy and less religious world, and the decline in our attachment to

Holy Days meant that often it was not well celebrated. 

So rather than lose such an important feast, in 2006 the Bishops of

England and Wales decided to move it to the nearest Sunday. Now the

fuller tradition of its place and importance has persuaded them to

restore the feast to its proper place, on January 6th, ‘Twelfth Night’.

‘But’, you exclaim, ‘We are just celebrating it on the 7th!’ The older

decision to move feasts which fall on a Saturday or Monday onto the

Sunday still holds. And maybe after the disruption and strain of

Christmas on a Monday straight after the Sunday this year helps us

understand why. However from now on the sixth will (almost always) be

the Sixth.

The same has been decided for the other feast fixed by number of

days, the Ascension of Our Lord; in the Gospel forty days after Easter,

and for us the start of the original ‘novena’, the 9 days of prayer for the

gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost (50 days). This too was moved in

2006, to the seventh Sunday of Easter. It will now on be back on the

Thursday of the sixth week of Easter, this year the 10th of May. Book the

date now, that we may all rise with Him to a fuller and deeper sharing in

His Rising.

(The decree from the Holy See and the letter of the Bishops of

England and Wales making these changes may be found on the

website of the Archdiocese of Cardiff.)

Parents battle for a Catholic comprehensive
By Dr James Campbell

As a historian I find there is something more appealing about local

history rather than the big events on the national and international

stage.

So it is with Birth of a School

by J. Alan Shewring. It is the

story of St Joseph’s RC High

School, in Newport, scanning

the period 1967-1976.

It is surprising to learn that

opposition to the creation of a

Catholic secondary school was

opposed by the local authority

who had to be convinced that

there was a real need at the

time for Catholic

comprehensive education. In

the uncertain economic climate

of the time councils wanted to

build their own schools as a

priority, this splendid book

relates.

It is a great tribute to the

pressure and action of parents

who worked on the authorities

to commit funds to the project,

say the author who has been a

school governor since 1967 in both the primary and secondary school

sectors.

Alan Shewring was one of the dedicated group of parents who

eventually were successful in creating the school, fulfilling the need for

a Catholic secondary with a Christian character

and ethos.

Being the governor of a Catholic primary

school myself, I know that such schools attract

not only Catholics but children of other

religions whose parent respect the spiritual

character of a religious school.

The author notes that the struggle to achieve

St Joseph’s started in 1964 at a time when

there were three Catholic secondary schools in

Newport – St Joseph’s Convent High School

for Girls at Tredegar House, Father Hill

Secondary Modern School for Boys, at Oswald

Road (now the site of St Michael’s  Primary

School) and Holy Family Secondary Modern

School for Girls, now demolished but sited at

Emlyn Street.

The Catholic Parents’ and Electors

Association (CPEA) was formed as a pressure

group to achieve the objective  of a Catholic

comprehensive and having won their battle for

recognition that the need was there the search

began for a site. In October 1966 Archbishop

John Murphy told the CPEA of the problems of

access put up by the Ministry of Transport

regarding Tredegar House, which was the

favoured site.. The parents’ group won the

battle for the site, assisted by the nuns who

made the land available.

However, the battle to achieve the school

continued with the parents saying that pupils in

Roman Catholic primary schools in Newport

were being treated at “second class citizens”

with the council not making enough places

available for higher education of Catholic

children.

The school opened in September 1967 at

three sites and the book  notes of the

continued struggle over the years to achieve

the current school, one with superb facilities in

which generations of pupils would be

educated.

The book also pays tribute to the splendid

and dedicated work done in education by the

sisters of St Joseph of Annecy, an order

founded in France in 1650. The Sisters moved

t Newport in 1873 and, after several moves

they bought Tredegar House in 1951 for its

use as a school for girls.

Many thanks go to the Sisters and the

dedicated group of parents who achieved  the

St Joseph’s RC High School we see today.

Birth of a School: St Joseph’s RC High School  1967-1976 
by J Alan Shewring (APECS Press, Caerleon £5.95)

NEWS IN BRIEF

DIOCESAN MASS OF
CELEBRATION FOR
MARRAIGE

Please remember to invite all newly married

couples and those celebrating significant

anniversaries to attend the Archdiocesan

Mass of Celebration on Saturday January

20th in St David’s Cathedral at 2pm.

Invitations are available from Joanne White:

parenting @rcadc.org  It would also be good

to invite anyone involved in preparing

couples for marriage at deanery or parish

level; please advise Joanne who these are

and she will invite them personally. 

ADOREMUS – THE
EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS

A reminder that plans are proceeding for our

Diocesan involvement in this national event

which will take place in Liverpool next

September. 

Christian Mahoney is our Diocesan delegate

and is contacting parishes with information

about the number of delegates from each

parish and the other arrangements for this

historic event. To date, 65% of the parishes

in the City of Cardiff have nominated

delegates and 10% of the parishes in the

rest of the Diocese. 

DAY OF PRAYER FOR
VICTIMS AND SURVIVORS
OF ABUSE

The Holy Father, through the Pontifical

Commission for the Protection of Minors has

asked each Bishops’ Conference around the

world to designate a day for prayer and

reflection for the victims and survivors of

abuse. 

The Standing Committee of our Bishops’

Conference have agreed that from 2018, the

Friday of the 5th week of Lent should be the

day of prayer in England and Wales and the

Prayer of the Faithful for Palm Sunday

should include an intention for this cause.

The Pontifical Commission have produced

resources on their website for people to use.

Link:

www.protectionofminors.va/content/tuteladei

minori/en.html 

LAY MINISTERS FOR
FUNERALS

A number of parishes have nominated lay

people who will be authorised to conduct

funerals without Mass having been

delegated by the parish priest. These people

have undergone an extensive formation and

I am grateful to Canon John Kelly for the

leadership he has given in this area. 

The lay ministers will be commissioned in

their own parishes and a formal

communication will be sent to local Funeral

Directors. The latter will not contact the lay

minister directly, but will make the usual

arrangements through the parish. The lay

ministers will then be involved in the

planning of the funeral and in bereavement

ministry.

2018 CATHOLIC DIRECTORY

The official Catholic Directory of England

and Wales 2018 was published on 5th

December. As demand is likely to be high it

is advisable to order now online at

www.thecatholicuniverse.com 
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