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CATHOLIC MP FACES A MOB
WITH DIGNITY AND DIPLOMACY
When  Conservative MP Jacob
Rees-Mogg stepped out of his
car at St David’s Metropolitan
Cathedral he was greeted by a
crowd of mainly hostile
protestors.

They had taken umbrage at the MP’s stand
against abortion and had organised a protest
before his talk at The Cornerstone.

But Mr Rees-Mogg calmly walked over to the
banner-waving crowd and spoke to them in his
courteous and diplomatic manner for several
minutes before moving into The Cornerstone to
give a lecture to 150 people followed by a
lively question and answer session after a
welcoming address by Archbishop George.

The MP gave his thanks to all religious for
their service to the laity and thanked the
Archbishop for his welcome; they had known
each other when Archbishop George was a
bishop at Westminster.

Mr Rees-Mogg talked on the subject of faith
in public life which he said was “not a new
issue” and had been in existence for hundreds
of years.

“When it comes to the Reformation the
secular power had become more authoritative
than that of faith,” he said, taking the historic
example of the 1302AD Bull by Pope Boniface
VIII which said that the Church had
predominance over the secular world.

Secular powers found that the break with
Rome increased their influence with faith being
a matter for the state and in Great Britain the
laws against Catholicism along with the
martyrdoms.

“From around 1980 you get the feeling that
faith is slightly alien to the political world with
the state taking issues on moral grounds and
strict party policy,” Mr Rees-Mogg added,
going on to referring to faith being somewhat

isolated unless it fell in with political
correctness.

He said that the secular world responded
well to Pope Francis and absolutely adored
him but still disagreed with Catholic policy on
the sanctity of life. “It is wonderful how Pope
Francis has gained this warmth, despite the
fact that he has not changed one iota of
Catholic teaching.”

The MP also referred to the criticism he had
faced over his strict line on abortion, opposing
it particularly in cases of rape victims. His
opinions and beliefs were seen by critics as
deluded and he found that this intolerance
destroyed freedom of speech.

He continued this argument for freedom of
the press and made the point that he was one
of the few MPs voting against legislation,
adding that a muzzled press led to political
wrongs being hidden. He said that he refused
to be bullied into complying with political
correctness which conflicted with his deep
faith, as had happened after the broadcast
interview he made when he made quite clear
what his views on abortion were.

His office received a massive amount or
correspondence after the interview and he told
the audience at The Cornerstone: “I had letters
saying that although the writers disagreed with
what I had been saying, they supported my
right to do so. This was very encouraging.”

He referred to his engagement with the
protestors who greeted him before his talk and
was encouraged by the fact that some of them
wanted to engage with him and his views but
most just wanted to shout.

Mr Rees-Mogg said he stood up for his faith
but did not pretend to think that he spoke with
the authority of the Church. That was not his
role.

At the conclusion of his speech he engaged
with the audience in a lively question and
answer session.

After talking to
the protestors
Mr Rees-Mogg
walked to The
Cornerstone

MP Jacob Rees-Mogg talks to the protestors

Sixth Form Open Evening, Thursday 12th October 2017
4.30pm to 7pm
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BEL – Belmont Abbey – The Retreats Secretary - email:
retreats@belmontabbey.org.uk or tel: 07799 811 646. All retreats begin with Vespers
at 6.00 pm – check-in at Hedley Lodge from mid afternoon
LL – Ty Croeso Centre, Llantarnam Abbey, Cwmbran tel: 01633 867317
PRC – Pastoral Resources Centre, 910 Newport Road, Rumney, Cardiff tel: 029
20360044
St.P – St Peter’s Church, St Peter’s Street, Cardiff CF24 3BA

OCTOBER
4,18,19,23,25  World Day of the Poor workshops. See page 5
14  400th anniversary celebration for St Vincent de Paul,  St David’s Cathedral 11am.
15  Russian Choir Voskresh Concert 3pm BEL
21  Proclaim’17 Conference St David’s College, Cardiff 9.30am-4.30pm
29  Mass in Welsh St Teilo’s Church Whitchurch, Cardiff  4.30pm
31  Service to commemorate 500th Anniversary of the Reformation St David’s 

Cathedral 11am
To list Archdiocesan and Deanery Events in this Diary contact:  Dr James
Campbell-Editor. Archbishop’s House, 43 Cathedral Road, Cardiff, CF11 9HD
Tel: (029) 2022 0411 Fax: (029) 2037 9036 Email: publications@rcadc.org and
james.campbell@southwales.ac.uk 
Articles to be received by the 20th of the month for inclusion in the following
month.

ARCHDIOCESAN
DIARY OF EVENTS

ARCHBISHOP 
GEORGE’S 
ENGAGEMENTS

OCTOBER 2017

Sunday 1 Mass at St. Michael’s Newport  10.30

Monday 2 Cathedral Planning Group Meeting, St. David’s Cathedral. 7.00

Tuesday 3 Diocesan Trustees Meeting   ABH  9.30

Wednesday 4 Mass at Poor Clare Monastery, Much Birch. 10.00

Celebration at St. Mary’s School Bridgend  2.00

Mass for Catholic Teachers  Corpus Christi School  7.00

Thursday 5 HCC Conference, Salford, all day.

Friday 7 Reception at The Cornerstone  6.30

Thursday 12 Cardiff Deanery Meeting, St. Philip Evans. 11am

Saturday 14 400th Anniversary Celebration for St. Vincent de Paul. 

St David’s Cathedral. 11am

Sunday 15 Depart for ICEL meeting in Washington.

Friday 20 Return from Washington

Tuesday 24 ICEL Audit Teleconference 12.00

Thursday 25 Records interview for Shalom TV. 2.30pm

Saturday 28 Divine Liturgy in Thanksgiving for Ukranian Exarchate. 

Westminster Cathedral. 2pm

Tuesday 31 Preaches at National Luther 500 Service. St. David’s 

Cathedral. 11am

Attends Luther 500 Lecture at Cornerstone. 2pm 

FR LIAM HENNESSY - CELEBRATION
OF 35 YEARS OF PRIESTHOOD
Sunday 23rd July
2017 saw a
wonderful
celebration of Fr
Liam Hennessy’s 35
years of Priesthood
and  service to the
Archdiocese.

Fr Hennessy has
served in a variety of
parishes throughout
the Diocese including
Treforest, Penarth,
Abersychan and
Blaenavon, Sacred
Heart Cardiff and we
are proud that he is
now our priest as St
Mary’s Brynmawr.

The people of the
parish of St Mary’s
Brynmawr celebrated
the event with a Mass
of thanksgiving at the
end of which Fr
Hennessy  was
presented with a
number of gifts from
the parish. This was
followed by a buffet in

the church hall.
The parish would

like to take this
opportunity to further

thank Fr Hennessy for
his dedication and
commitment to us
and his many friends

throughout the
Diocese. We wish
him many more years
of faithful service.

CARDIFF STUDENT WINS BASKETBALL
SCHOLARSHIP AT PRESTIGIOUS
AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
After a busy summer
playing for Great Britain’s
under-18 women’s
basketball team, Emily was
invited to visit Mercer
University where she
received a full scholarship
to play division 1 college
basketball in 2018. 

Emily is now set to move to
America next year when she
completes her A Level
qualifications with St David’s
Catholic College. 

“Being offered a scholarship
is such an amazing feeling
and one I feel very privileged
to have,” said Emily.

“Basketball has long been a
sport close to my heart but my
parents have always
emphasised the importance of
gaining a great education as
well. 

“Playing basketball has
definitely been of huge
advantage to me at this time
when people my age are
looking to apply to university
because it has added yet
another string to my bow. 

“A full scholarship anywhere
would have been unbelievable
but simultaneously being able
to carry on growing as a
player in the sport I love is
simply something else.”

“My aims for the future are
not set in stone however, I do
want to capitalise on the
opportunity I have to excel in
basketball and see how far it
can take me.”

Emily has a strong
academic profile too and is
currently on the St David’s
Honours Programme which is
comprised of the College’s
top 10% of academically-
achieving students.

Emily is currently
undertaking three A Levels
and the Welsh Baccalaureate
alongside six to seven days of
training per week.

Emily continued: “Aside

from basketball, I am hoping
to major in biomedical
engineering. 

“During the past two years
at St David’s, I have studied
Maths, Product Design and
Biology and I believe that this
course brings them together
perfectly. 

“I would love to positively
impact the lives of others in
need and it is my aim to one
day invent something that
completely changes the
quality of life of disabled
people.”

St David’s College principal,
Mark Leighfield, said: “We’re
very proud of Emily and all
that she has achieved both
academically and through
basketball.

“She is an exceptional

student and she very much
deserves this scholarship
which will be an exciting next
step for her when she leaves
College next year. 

“As a College, we pride
ourselves on providing our
students with as much
support as possible, helping
to nurture individual talents
and helping them achieve the
best outcomes for their
learning paths and future. 

“Seeing these results
become a reality for students
like Emily is incredibly
rewarding.” 

Based in Penylan, St David’s
is the only Roman Catholic
sixth-form college operating in
Wales, and helps to nurture
success through supportive
and stimulating learning. 

Mass of Celebration
His Grace, Archbishop George, would like to invite all couples
married during 2017 and any couple celebrating a significant
anniversary to a Mass of Celebration. 

The Mass will be held on Saturday 20th January at 2pm in St David’s
Cathedral, organised by the Family Life Commission. There will be
celebratory drinks and cakes served in Cornerstone after the mass. 

His grace would like to send a personal invitation to couples so, if you
would like to join us then please let your Parish Priest know so that an
Invitation can be sent to you or e-mail us at flc@rcadc.org 

This will give couples and their families the chance to celebrate their
marriage with other couples from the Archdiocese.

Mass in Welsh
Yr Offeren yn Gymraeg: Mass will be celebrated in Welsh on the last
Sunday of every month at 4 30pm at St Teilo’s Church, Old Church
Road, Whitchurch CF14 1AD. 

Bydd yr Offeren yn cael ei dathlu yn Gymraeg ar ddydd Sul olaf pob
mis o fis Medi ymlaen. 

Croeso cynnes i bawb. Contact Carys Whelan 01446 772888 for
more details.
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Your Catholic People…

“INTO YOUR HANDS, O LORD, 
I COMMEND MY SPIRIT”
Archbishop George Stack

delivered the homily at
the Funeral Mass for the

late Cardinal Cormac Murphy
O’Connor. His tribute to that
great man is here.

On 10 November 2016, Cardinal
Murphy O’Connor gave a
poignant reflection during a
“Pause for Thought” on Radio 2. It
was an unusual reflection, not just
because it was Radio 2, but that
the topic was “a good death”. As
he spoke, he knew he was
suffering from a serious illness.
He was speaking, as always, from
the heart.

“I want to say two things to you”
he said. “Firstly, I believe in the
value and dignity of every human
person – that means you. 

And secondly, I believe that
everyone is loveable in the eyes
of God. In spite of all our
weaknesses and failures, God
loves us. So death must be of one
piece with life. With the help of
God, I hope I will be able to face
it, not with fear but with hope and
confidence as being in the hands
of God”.

Those family and friends who
were with him at the moment of
his death, and the many visitors
who saw him in hospital during
these last weeks, know how well
he lived up to those words. Full of
faith, full of Gaudium et Spes, full
of a quiet resignation as he
prayed often the words of Psalm
“Into your hands, O Lord, I
commend my spirit”. The same
smile of welcome. 

The twinkle in the eye spoke of
all these things. But he was also
full of gratitude - gratitude to the
medical staff, those who cared for
him so professionally and
sensitively. He could not let go of
one of his great characteristics,
however. He, who would rush for
trains and taxis, moving quickly
from one engagement to another,
was impatient to be gone. 

As one bishop said “...he was
probably texting the angels to get
a move on”. His life’s work was
done. “I have fought the good
fight. I have finished the race. The
time has come from me to be
gone...” as we read at the 60th
anniversary of his priesthood.

What a life and what a work.
Cormac was a priest to his
fingertips. He was comfortable in
his own skin. He was aware of his
failings, yet supremely confident
in his calling. 

A gifted man
He was a gifted man who would
have made a success of whatever
career he chose. Medicine or
music - maybe even golf or
perhaps rugby like his brother! Yet
from an early age he was
convinced he should be a priest,
like his two other brothers. The
Cardinal chose today’s reading
from St. John’s gospel because of
his belief that we do not choose
God, but God chooses us,
earthenware vessels that we are,
to be signs, and servants and
instruments of his presence in the
midst of his people. “You did not
choose me, but I chose you that
you should go and bear much
fruit”.

His gift for friendship and his
capacity for putting people at their
ease, together with his insightful
mind and depth of faith, were a
wonderful combination of gifts. He
generously put them at the
service of God and the Church
and society at large. They enabled
him to reach out in meaningful
and constructive ways to other
churches. His membership and
scholarly contribution to the
conclusions of the Anglican
Roman Catholic International
Commission. Much to his delight
the fruits of his work were
captured this year in the
publication of all five ARCIC
documents in one volume. His
conviction that unity of mind and

heart amongst the followers of Christ were not
optional extras but sorely needed in a
fragmented world. His gift of hospitality. He
took the words of Jesus seriously “Love one
another as I have loved you”. These gifts, and
the generous way he used them, were
expressive of the fact that he liked people and
liked being with them. He drew the best from
others and gave them nothing but the best of
himself in return.

But his was not superficial friendliness. He
was convinced that people could and should
share their faith and learn from the life
experiences of others. He was not afraid to
explore those paths either personally or in the
Diocese at large. “At Your Word Lord” was a
risky venture not just for Peter the fisherman
but for priests and people in each of the
Dioceses he served. No matter what the
challenges, Cormac was clear on the need for
formation of the laity. This is why he chose the
words of St. Paul in our first reading “For this
reason I bow my knees before the Father from
whom every family in heaven and on earth is
named”. 

• Continued on page 4

The bullies
in our 
society
Your can read in our front page article the
response of Catholic MP Jacob Rees-
Mogg to those who tried to shout him
down before he made a speech at The
Cornerstone.

Mr Rees-Mogg, seeing the protestors,
walked across to them and, in a courteous
manner, talked to them about his views on
abortion, sincere views he held as a Catholic.

Not all would hold with such a stance in
terms of no abortions for rape victims.
Nevertheless the MP has every right to hold
on to his views and he has said that letters
he received opposed his views but defended
the right to express them.

Indeed, some of the protestors outside The
Cornerstone were happy to engage in
dialogue with him.

Unfortunately, the majority of them, tried to
shout him down. Language was foul as was
the bullying attitude, an attitude which seems
to be getting more prevalent these days.

We can see this in political life and in social
media where trolls make vile attacks on
those who do not hold the same views as
them.

We can see these days right-wing and left
wing activists attacking those who are of a
different ethnic and/or political minority.

We can see these days attempts to stop
refugees entering the country. Perhaps they
should follow the example of Pope Francis
who welcomed a Syrian refugee family into a
new home in the Vatican.

Whether it is in the playground at school, in
social media or on the street, there is no
place for bullying.

Jacob Rees-Mogg’s courteous approach to
the protesters is an example to follow.

Listen, engage, debate…but don’t shout
down or bully!
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Pray for me Cormac Murphy-O’Connor
Here lie the remains of His Eminence
Cormac Murphy-O’Connor, Cardinal
Priest of the Holy Roman Church of the
title of Santa Maria sopra Minerva, tenth
Archbishop of Westminster and
President of the Bishops’ Conference of
England and Wales.
Early Years
Cormac Murphy-O’Connor was born on
24th August 1932 in Reading, the fifth
son of Dr George Murphy-O’Connor and
his wife Ellen. His parents originally
came from County Cork.
Education
He was educated at the Presentation
College, Reading, and Prior Park College
in Bath. In the Holy Year of 1950 he
started training as a priest for the
diocese of Portsmouth at the Venerable
English College, Rome, where he joined
his two brothers, Brian and Patrick. In
Rome he gained licentiates in
philosophy and theology from the
Pontifical Gregorian University. He was
ordained by Archbishop Luigi Traglia on
28th October 1956.
Diocese of Portsmouth
On returning to his home diocese, he
served as curate at Corpus Christi,
Portsmouth (1956-63) and Sacred
Heart, Fareham (1963-66). In 1966 he
became Private Secretary to the Bishop
of Portsmouth, Derek Worlock. He also
served as Director of Vocations and
helped establish the country’s first
Diocesan Pastoral Centre at Park Place,
Wickham. In September 1970 he went to
Immaculate Conception, Portswood as
Parish Priest.
Venerable English College, Rome
At the end of 1971 returned to Rome as
Rector of the Venerable English College,
Rome. The years following the Second
Vatican Council were challenging ones
to be a seminary rector, with much
uncertainty about the future and the
constant need, as he later put it, to
‘broker a peace between the people
who want to change everything and the
people who want to change nothing’. He
proved to be a steady pair of hands and
did much to boost student numbers and
the College’s finances. As Rector he
also hosted Archbishop Coggan of
Canterbury during his historic visit to
Blessed Pope Paul VI in 1977.
Bishop of Arundel and Brighton
In 1977 he was appointed third Bishop
of Arundel and Brighton, a diocese
covering Sussex and Surrey. He was
ordained Bishop on 21st December
1977 by his predecessor, Michael

Bowen, who had become Archbishop of
Southwark. 

The new bishop quickly became
engaged in a round of parish and school
visitations, opening up his large house
at Storrington for special events and
adopting the American ‘RENEW’
programme. This was inspired by his
belief that the Church should be
‘experienced not as a faceless
institution but as a community, a family,
to whose life all its members contribute’
and involved the creation of ‘small
communities’ in parishes.
Ecumenical work
From 1982 until 2000 he was Co-
Chairman of the Anglican and Roman
Catholic International Commission
(ARCIC), and ecumenism remained a
cause close to his heart. Indeed, in 2000
he was awarded a Doctorate in Divinity
by the Archbishop of Canterbury in
recognition of his work for Christian
unity.
Archbishop of Westminster and Cardinal
On 15 February 2000 he was appointed
tenth Archbishop of Westminster, in
succession to Cardinal Basil Hume,
OSB. The following year, on 21st
February 2001, he was created Cardinal
Priest of the title of Santa Maria sopra
Minerva. Among the other new cardinals
created that day was Jorge Mario
Bergoglio, the future Pope Francis, with
whom he would enjoy a friendly
relationship.

As Cardinal he was appointed to the
Congregation for Divine Worship and
the Discipline of the Sacraments, the
Administration of the Patrimony of the
Holy See, the Pontifical Council for the
Study of Organisational and Economic
Problems of the Holy See and the
Pontifical Council for the Family. He
also served on the Pontifical Councils
for Culture and for Laity, and acted as
secretary of Vox Clara. In April 2005 he
participated in the conclave that elected
Pope Benedict XVI.

As Archbishop of a densely-populated
and diverse diocese, he took on various
initiatives. In 2001 he began replacing
the previous system of episcopal areas
with four key areas of responsibility
(Education, Clergy and Consecrated
Life, Pastoral Affairs, and Ecumenism
and Interfaith relations), each one under
the supervision of a different auxiliary
bishop. He hoped this would serve
further to unify the diocese.

In September 2003 he launched ‘At
Your Word, Lord’ with a special Mass
held at Wembley Arena. Based on the

‘RENEW’ programme he had followed in
Arundel and Brighton, this three year
process brought together thousands in
small prayer groups and promoted a
vision of the Church as ‘a communion of
communities.’ It was followed by the
publication in February 2006 of a ‘White
Paper,’ Communion and Mission, which
identified the priorities for the local
Church in the twenty-first century: the
call to holiness, the formation of adults
and young people, small communities,
priesthood and vocations and increased
participation, collaboration and
accountability.

Aware of the scourge of child abuse
and having had personal experience of
cases as Bishop of Arundel and
Brighton, he commissioned Lord Nolan
to chair an independent review on child
protection in the Catholic Church in
England and Wales. This was a
landmark document and led to the
establishment of an independent office
(COPCA) to oversee the protection of
children and vulnerable adults.

In order to consolidate this work, he
also commissioned a review, conducted
by Baroness Cumberlege, which led to
the establishment of the Catholic
Safeguarding Advisory Service and the
National Catholic Safeguarding
Commission.

As a Cardinal and President of the
Bishops’ Conference of England and
Wales, he had to tackle many sensitive
issues in the ‘public square’, providing a
Catholic voice on issues as diverse as
the war in Iraq, medical ethics and the
2006 Equality Act. 

He enjoyed good relations with the
Royal Family and in 2002 not only read a
prayer at the funeral of the Queen
Mother but also preached before Her
Majesty the Queen and Prince Philip at
the Sunday service in Sandringham. He
was privileged, too, to host the Queen
and the Duke of Edinburgh for lunch at
Archbishop’s House, an historical
highlight with regard to the place of the
Catholic Church in British society.
Archbishop Emeritus
On reaching the age of seventy-five, he
submitted his resignation as Archbishop
of Westminster to the Holy See. He
continued until his successor,
Archbishop Vincent Nichols, was
appointed on 3rd April 2009. He was the
first Archbishop of Westminster to
retire, all his predecessors having died
in office.

He moved to a house on Duke’s
Avenue, Chiswick and continued his

work in Rome, taking up new posts on
the Congregation for Bishops and the
Congregation for the Evangelization of
Peoples. On a number of occasions he
acted as Papal representative to such
places as Stockholm, India, Bangladesh
and Trondheim in Norway.

In June 2010 he was named as the
Visitor to the Province of Armagh in the
aftermath of the Ryan and Murphy
Reports on child abuse.

After reaching his eightieth birthday in
August 2012, many of his Roman
commitments ceased and he
participated in the conclave of 2013 as
a non-voter. In 2016 he celebrated the
sixtieth anniversary of his Priestly
Ordination.

Throughout his life, he kept up a keen
interest in sport (especially rugby and
golf) and music; he was a talented
pianist and occasionally performed at
charity events and celebrations.

His publications include The Family of
the Church (1984), At the Heart of the
World (2004) and a volume of memoirs,
An English Spring (2015). He will long be
remembered for his personal warmth,
humour and persuasive leadership.

In August 2017 he entered hospital
for the last time. Shortly before his
death he sent a final message to his
brother Bishops asking for their prayers.
On Friday 1st September 2017 he sent a
further message to the clergy and lay
faithful of the Diocese of Westminster
thanking God for the many blessings he
had received and thanking all for their
friendship. He added that he was at
peace and had no fear of what was to
come. Later that afternoon,
strengthened by the Church’s
sacraments, he fell asleep in the Lord, a
few days after his 85th birthday.

May he rest in peace. 

The Cardinal’s career

“INTO YOUR HANDS, O LORD, 
I COMMEND MY SPIRIT”
He loved his wider family
He loved his family and drew strength
and joy from their accomplishments. But
he wanted the wider family of the parish
and the Church to contribute to the
building up of society, to the
development of the civilisation of love
“...that you be strengthened with might
through his Spirit in the inner man...that
you, being rooted and grounded in
love...may be filled with all the fullness of
God”. Faith and religion were not for him
privatised activities but necessary
contributions to a complex world. The
Cathedral lectures and his book “At the
heart of the World” were just two

expressions of this conviction.
The Cardinal is to be buried beneath

the tenth Station of the Cross. Like every
sign and symbol in the Cathedral, this
Station has a special lesson to teach us.
Jesus is stripped of his garments. Our
faith and devotion teach us that the
seamless robe of his revelation of divine
love, the integrity and compassion of
Jesus, is torn away. The Jesus who
stands before us naked and unashamed
calls us to pay more attention to who we
are rather than what we have so
cunningly conspired to be. Cormac knew
well what it was like to have judgments
questioned, decisions criticised,
mistakes analysed. That “stripping away”
could easily have made him angry and

cynical, causing him to retreat from the
public arena. Yet he acknowledged his
mistakes. He made no excuses. He said
the most difficult words of all. “I’m sorry”.
He learned a huge lesson and
proceeded to establish the most robust
safeguarding mechanism possible, a
model for other institutions. Humility and
action were part of the robe that he
wore.

Perhaps more than anything else, our
final illness strips away all pretence and
brings us face to face with the reality of
who we are. To know and love ourselves
as we are known and loved by God
must surely be the greatest mystery of
all. The measure of God’s love for us is
the measure of our need for forgiveness

– and our willingness to receive it and
be healed by it. That innocent
nakedness in the presence of God was
personified in the life of the one whom
we bury today.

Shortly before he died, the Nobel Prize
winning poet Seamus Heaney sent a
final text message to his wife. It
contained just two words. “Noli Timere”.
Do not be afraid. The same words were
on the lips and in the heart of Cardinal
Cormac when he wrote his final letter to
the clergy and laity of the Diocese,
“Please tell them that I am at peace, and
have no fear of what is to come”.

May his soul, and the souls of all
the faithful departed, rest in peace.
Amen.

• Continued from page 3
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Pope Francis calls on Christians
to observe a World Day of the Poor
- Sunday 19th November 2017

Deanery Date Time Venue Contact Dean 
Hereford 4th October 7.00pm Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, Fr M Carney

Hereford 01432 265177

Cardiff 18th October 7.00pm St Brigid’s, Cardiff Canon M Jones
02920 752389

Bridgend 19th October 7.00pm Our Lady Star of the Sea Fr T McGrath
Porthcawl 01656 652034

Newport & 23rd October 7.00pm St Mary’s Newport Fr Ronan 
01633 272144

North Gwent Fr Paine 01495 243304

Pontypridd 25th October 7.00pm St Dyfrig’s, Treforest Canon J Kelly
02920 883192

In his Letter to the Catholic Church Pope
Francis proposed a more radical approach
to the poor who he defined as including
migrants, the homeless, people with
disabilities and the isolated. 

His call is for us to go beyond charitable
giving, important though it is, and to listen to
the voice of the poor. 

“We are called to draw near to the poor, to
encounter them, to meet their gaze, to
embrace them and to let them feel the warmth
of love that breaks through their solitude. Their
outstretched hand is also an invitation to step
out of our certainties and comforts, and to
acknowledge the value of pov-erty in itself.”
(Pope Francis Letter).

In parishes and deaneries across the
archdiocese people are being invited to work
as groups to de-velop this capacity, not just for
the short term, but as an integral part of our
mission in the future. Workshops will help to
prepare people to be part of a listening and
more attentive community. From this work,
delegates will gather on Sunday 19th
November with Mass at 11.00 at Cardiff
Cathedral followed by a working afternoon at
the Cornerstone, to share experiences and to
learn from those most closely associated with
the marginalised.

Preparatory Workshops are to be held as
scheduled below.

Archbishop George celebrated Mass for our Papal Knights and
Dames at St David’s Metropolitan Cathedral. Pictured here (left to
right) are Steve Brooks, John Cunningham, Bill Morris, Carys
Whelan, Veronica Clow, Lord Murphy, Christian Brown

Mass for Papal
Knights and

Dames

OBITUARY - Fr Bogdan Wera

Fr Bogdan Wera was born in Chojnice in
northern Poland in 1955. 

He entered the seminary in 1974 in
Pelplin. However the communist regime
tried to crack down on seminarians and
drafted a few to the obligatory army for 2
years hoping they would never return to
their religious calling. Fr Bogdan was one
of the few. Having spent 2 years in the
Polish army even being imprisoned and
tortured because the officers found a
rosary and a prayer book in his possession,
he would not denounce his will to become
a priest.

At the end of the two years he returned
to the seminary and made up the 2
missing years of study in one year so he
was ordained only one year behind his
classmates . 

He was ordained into the priesthood on
May 17, 1981 aged twenty six. The
anniversary of his ordination was very
important to him and each year he
celebrated this important event in his life
with the other priests who were ordained
on that  day.  

Family was also very important to him
and though he might be far away he tried
to arrange family gatherings as often as he
could.

He went to USA in the late 1980’s where
he served as a priest in many different
states and dioceses.

It was here that he was incardinated into
the Archdiocese of Michigan and he
pursued his priesthood as chaplain in the
forces in the US, Europe and then the UK. 

He enjoyed travelling very much, reading
and also devising delicious menus for
visiting friends. He really loved people and
when asked   if a life as priest is a lonely
one he would say - “NEVER, I am always
surrounded by people”. 

When he came to Cardiff he found
himself responsible for a rapidly growing
Polish community which soon outgrew
their base at the time in Nazareth House. 

Archbishop Peter Smith suggested in
2009 that he move to St Patrick’s
Grangetown and become Parish Priest

responsible not only for the Polish
Community, but also for the English-
speaking Community, celebrating Masses
both in English and in Polish. 

In addition he needed to travel to
Merthyr, Hereford and other towns in South
Wales to celebrate Mass and minister to
the Polish communities there. Initially, he
had curates from Poland to help him with
his responsibilities and he encouraged
these priests to learn English. 

As time went on having had invaluable
experience in St Patricks, they moved on to
have Parishes of their own in other
Dioceses.  Unfortunately, in the last few
years Fr Bogdan coped alone. 

He often referred to St Patricks as his UK
home. Sadly his health began to
deteriorate and on September 9th he was
called back to his Heavenly home aged 61
years. He will be greatly missed by his
family and friends and the parishioners of
St Patrick’s both Polish and English-
speaking. After a wonderful funeral
attended by more than 50 priests and
deacons he returned to his native Poland
to be laid to rest. 
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Evangelisation 
Conference
Proclaim ’17: Building Missionary Parishes is back!

In 2015 a cohort from the Diocese, including many of you, joined with thousands from across
England and Wales to support, inspire and encourage new methods of parish evangelisation. We
then hosted our very own Conference here in Cardiff with over 120 attendees from all over the
Diocese. Now, two years on, it is back and bigger and better than before! We have fantastic
speakers from across the UK, including Archbishop Longley as our Keynote Speaker, as well as
local parishioners speaking of their own experiences on a diocesan and parish level.

The Conference is designed to give you practical steps forward in pursuing the Church’s
mission - to make disciples of all nations.

Please encourage friends, family and fellow parishioners to come along to this fantastic
Conference. You can book by visiting tinyurl.com/cardiffproclaim. You can also book by phoning
Madeline Page on 029 20365 965 or emailing her on madeline.page@rcadc.org.

Archbishop Bernard Longley (above), is our Keynote Speaker for the event. He is a member of
the Pontifical Council for the Promoting of the New Evangelisation and we are delighted to
welcome him to Cardiff for our second Evangelisation Conference.
Our diocesan Director of Evangelisation, Fr Gareth Leyshon, will give a seminar entitled
‘Thresholds of Discipleship’, which will explore the ‘thresholds’ people must pass through on their
way to becoming missionary disciples.
Br Loarne is a Capuchin Franciscan living in Oxford. He will be giving a workshop and seminar
based on his work of moving parishes from ‘maintenance to mission’.
Penny Cavill, our Alpha trainer for South East Wales, will be giving us the opportunity to discover
more about Alpha and to sample an Alpha session with the video and small group experience.
Deacon Rob Coyne and his wife Sue, founders of Sion and parishioners in Porthcawl, will
explore the importance of being able to share your faith testimony in a one-to-one evangelisation
situation.
Julia Palmer will be exploring the ‘Crossing the Threshold’ process - this includes reasons why
people leave the Church and why they come back, by drawing on her experience with the pilot
project in the Nottingham Diocese.
Madeline Page, our Evangelisation and Education Officer, will be taking a group out on to the
street to give people the opportunity to encounter the Good News.
Fr Jonathan Cotton is working to develop a House of Discernment in Nottingham for enquirers
about Catholic Priesthood, some of whom will live with them in community as part of a pre-
seminary year. He will be speaking on how we deepen the faith of churchgoers, drawing on key
themes in his book ‘‘Evangelising the Baptised’.

Further rise in A level results
for Cardiff’s biggest sixth form
Building on the success of last year, St
David’s Catholic College has delivered yet
another rise in A level results for its
students.

There was a 4% increase in A* to A grades,
a 4% increase at A* to B and 7% increase
from A* to C. 

Three students have met their Oxbridge
offers: Bethan James, Christy Nganjim, Anna
Wright.

In the college’s Honours Programme for
gifted and talented students, an impressive
66% of students achieved an A* to A grade
and 89% achieved A* to B.

A Word from the Principal
"We are exceptionally proud of all that our

students have achieved this year, and that
results have once again improved.

We are confident that with these results and
the many other skills that they have developed
during their time at St David's, they are well
prepared to face the challenges and
opportunities of the future.

This year's success is a testament to the
hard work and dedication of the students,
teaching staff and support team at the
College.

We look forward to welcoming our next
cohort of students in September, and are
already working hard to ensure the continuing
success of all our students."

Mark Leighfield
Principal 

Exam results success in
the Archdiocese of Cardiff
Thursday 17th September 2017 saw the
release of this year’s AS, A2 and Level 3
results. Congratulations to Christy Nganjimi of
St David’s College, Cardiff – studying
Engineering at Keble, Oxford University. Also to
Anna Wright, studying English Language and
Literature at Brasenose, Oxford University and
Bethan James studying English Language and
Literature at Somerville, Oxford University

Archbishop McGrath High School,
Bridgend, including Adam Kearns (2 A*, 2A):
London School of Economics: Economics and
Government; Pippalina Daniels (2 A*, 2A):
University of Lancaster: History and Religious
Education; William Picton (2A* 2A): University
of Cardiff: Medicine; Lucinda Holloway (1A*
3A) University of Cardiff: Medicine; Henry Clark
(2A* 2A: University of Swansea: Civil
Engineering. 

Cardinal Newman High School, Pontpridd,
Congratulations to Megan Howells (ex-Head
Girl of Bishop Hedley High School, Merthyr

Tydfil), studying Law at Queen's College,
Oxford and Aoife Elwood (ex-Head Girl at
Cardinal Newman), studying Classical
Archaeology and Ancient History at Lady
Margaret Hall, Oxford.

Congratulations and best wishes also go to
the students of our schools and college
who received their GCSE results this year
on Thursday 24th August 2017.

St Mary’s High School, Hereford students
enjoy their GCSE successes! At St Mary’s, the
equivalent of 79% of the students gained A*-C
grades including English and Maths
(compared with 77% and 82% in the previous
2 years). 

Congratulations to Callum Hill of St Alban’s
High School, Pontypool (12 A*, 1B, 1A (AS
Russian)  and to Elodie Chard: (11A*, 1A, 1B);
Lewis Thomas (10A*, 1A, 1 Distinction*); Emily
Lawler (8A*, 3A, 2B); Morgan Coffey (7A*, 5A);
and, Isabel Bigham (6A*, 7A)

Your only Independent Funeral Directors in 

Bargoed and Blackwood areas

(01443) 830328

A family run business providing 
a complete dignified caring service

• Pre-paid Funeral Plans with 

Golden Charter & The Perfect Choice

• Modern fleet of vehicles

• Private Chapel of Rest

• Compassion and discretion at all times

‘The Paddocks’, 
New Road, Pengam, 

Blackwood, Gwent NP12 3QZ

E-mail: info@sjnicholas.co.uk
www.sjnicholas.co.uk
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FUNERAL SERVICES

Caerphilly
Funeral Services

Parc Avenue, Caerphilly
Independent Family Funeral Director

• Complete Funeral Service •
• Private Rest Rooms •

• Personal care and attention day or night •

We are pleased to serve the Catholic 
community in Caerphilly and surrounding areas.

Tel: (029) 2086 2100

Wanted for the
Missions

Large Statues (Even damaged
ones), old vestments, pictures,
church fittings, rosaries, prayer

books, religious books, relics etc.

Please ring 
Mr. B. Ferris KSC, 

102 Moor St, Earlsdon, 
Coventry CV5 6EY
Tel: 02476 676986

To advertise in the next issue
of The Catholic People

please call 
0151 709 7567

Marriage Care provides professional
relationship counselling and marriage
preparation. 
For an appointment please call: 
0800 389 3801
To help us in our mission to 
support couples please email:
volunteer@marriagecare.org.uk

H. TOVEY • J. TOVEY
J. CORTEN • R. DALE

K. FOSTER • D. O’CONNELL

01633 266848
Newport Funeral Home,

9/11 Cardiff Road, Newport
(opposite Royal Gwent Hospital)

www.toveybros.co.uk

A trusted family business serving 
local families and the community in

South East Wales for six generations

            

Better Relationships,
Better LivesFrom Conflict to Communion

The Reformation of 2017
Our  journey towards visible Unity

In this year of the 500th anniversary of
the Reformation, we have reflected  in
2 previous articles on its historical
context. We have seen how, through
the intervention of the Holy Spirit,
relationships of trust and reconciliation
have been built, especially over the
past 50 years, between the Catholic
and Lutheran Churches.  

These relationships  extend beyond
that of Lutherans and Catholics to the
whole Christian family. We are coming
to understand that the desire for
visible Christian unity is not an end in
itself but is desired by God so that we
can serve more effectively the whole
human family in its struggle  for true
peace and justice.

Last month we reflected on the first
of what are known as the 5
ecumenical imperatives. These come
in the final chapter of the document
‘From Conflict to Communion’ and are
a summary of how we are invited to
continue the journey together. The first
imperative invites us to always begin
from the perspective of unity.

In this final article, we reflect on the
remaining ecumenical imperatives.
The second and third focus on the
need to be continually transformed,
re-committing ourselves to visible
unity. Finally, the fourth and fifth
imperatives place our joint witness
firmly in the context of our present
times.

The second imperative
Lutherans and Catholics must let
themselves continuously be
transformed by the encounter with the
other and by the mutual witness of
Faith.

Catholics and Lutherans have
experienced that dialogue has
enabled them to understand that
communion can have different forms

and degrees. There is gratitude to God
for what has already been
accomplished.

The great virtues of patience and
perseverance are required as the road
ahead may be longer than expected.
With eagerness and hope, Lutherans
and Catholics are continually renewed
by the Spirit in their desire not to be
satisfied with the present situation.
Their deepening mutual love will
support them even through those
times when there is disagreement.
Their continual prayer is the fulfilment
of Jesus’ prayer to His Father that all
may be one.

The third imperative
Catholics and Lutherans should again
re-commit themselves to full visible
unity, to elaborate together what this
means in concrete steps and to strive
repeatedly towards this goal.

Catholics and Lutherans have the
task of showing afresh to fellow
Christians the fullness of the Gospels
and our Christian faith. In practice, this
also requires a fresh look at previous
Church traditions in the light of this
new understanding. The challenge is
that there can be no falling back into
old  polarised views.

The fourth imperative
Lutherans and Catholics should jointly
rediscover the power of the gospel of
Jesus Christ for our time.

This joint engagement of Christians
serves not only the Church but the
whole world so that ’the world may
believe’.  This missionary task
becomes more significant as societies
become increasingly pluralistic in their
religious expression.  This asks of all
Christians a ‘metanoia’ – a
transformative change of heart.

The fifth imperative
Catholics and Lutherans should

witness together to the mercy of God
in proclamation and service to the
World.

Together, Catholics and Lutherans
are invited to re-discover Luther’s
spiritual experience of the mercy of
God upon which he meditated deeply.
He also expresses mercy as the
righteousness of God.  In jointly re-
visiting  Luther’s insights, Lutherans
and Catholics of today can better
witness the all embracing power of
God’s mercy to all peoples of the
world.

“I feel strengthened in my desire to
continue to live for the unity of the
Churches, as Jesus himself prayed to
the Father ‘that all may be one’.”

“To sit together with around ten
thousand people in the arena in
Malmo was also an historic
experience... where we see each other
not as Lutherans or Catholics or as
members of other Churches only, but
as beloved brothers and sisters who
walk together closer to God and closer
to each other.’’ (2  participants
present at Lund and Malmo  31st
October 2016)

The whole series of articles may
be found on the Commission for
Christian Unity website:
https://rcadc.org/commissions-
committees/christian-unity   

Reformation 500
Tuesday 31st October 2017 
Wales’ National Service of

Commemoration and Commitment
at 11.00am

St David’s Metropolitan 
Catholic Cathedral,
38 Charles Street, 
Cardiff CF10 2SF 

Light Refreshments at 12.00
Cornerstone, CF10 2GA 
(opposite the Cathedral)

Gethin Abraham-Williams
Memorial Lecture at 14.00

‘The Catholicity of Protestantism: 
the inheritance of the Reformation 

in the twenty-first century’
Professor Densil Morgan
Cornerstone, CF10 2GA 
(opposite the Cathedral)

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL
The lunch is ticketed for catering

purposes.

If you wish to stay for the light buffet
lunch please can you notify

Sasha Perriam
Cytûn

58 Richmond Road,
Cardiff CF24 3AT

Phone: 02920 464204
post@cytun.cymru

The Welsh National 
Pilgrimage 2017

The Welsh National Pilgrimage set off from Cardiff to Lourdes
from 23rd-28th July with just shy of 150 pilgrims ready to
embrace the week centred around the Pastoral theme, “The
Almighty has done great things for me.”

A full religious programme was followed including Grotto Mass,
which we shared with the Diocese of Lancaster, penitential service and
Stations of the Cross led by our Deacons, a visit to the Baths and a
beautifully reflective and peaceful water ceremony.

The mass of anointing was particularly poignant as Canon Evans
asked us to question, “are we pilgrims or tourists?” urging us to
embrace the message of Our Lady as we received and shared the
sacrament of healing.

A welcome addition to our programme this year included an
afternoon social in which pilgrims came together to enjoy some light
refreshments, each other’s company and entertainment from the youth
helpers. An afternoon of laughter and joy was shared by all. It was clear
to see that The Welsh National really does have talent!

The introduction of catechises sessions enabled us to reflect upon
this year’s Pilgrimage theme and then latterly upon the foundations of
our faith, which we all too often take for granted.

The pilgrimage candle, upon which the names of every pilgrim were
attached, represented our prayer intentions. The candle was led in
procession along with our pilgrimage petitions after our last Mass on
Friday 28th. It really was a Pilgrimage which embodied the fact that the
Almighty HAS done great things for me.

Keep looking out for further information on the web site
www.welshnationalpilgrimage.uk and for details coming soon of
the Pilgrimage to Lourdes in 2018!
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FATIMA
For the Feast of the Immaculate Conception

4 days departing 07th Dec from Bristol
Half board 4* Hotel Fatima

Includes flights and transfers
£375 per person sharing

£450 in a single room

Northern Star Travel
0161 773 2115

…The art of travelling

55A Bury Old Road, Prestwich, Manchester, M25 0FG – Book online www.northernstartravel.com

ROME 2018
5 days departing 26th Feb from Bristol

4 nights bed & breakfast 4* Hotel
Full Pilgrimage and sightseeing

Papal Audience
£550 per person sharing

£650 in single room

ASSISI
5 days departing 30 April from Bristol

4 nights half board
Superb itinerary, 
Great flight times

£625 per person sharing
£750 in a single room

POLAND
7 days departing 13th May 2018

4* Hotel Krakow
Following the footsteps 

of St John Paul II
£690 per person sharing 

£840 in a single room

On Saturday 7th October a
group of Catholics and Muslims
gathered at St Peter’s
presbytery in Cardiff.

They were meeting with officers
of Citizens UK to discuss how best
to meet the needs of a Syrian
refugee family that they had never
met.

The family’s needs would

include housing, schooling for the
children, preparing adults for
employment as well as health
checks and many more. The list
seemed interminable and the task
daunting to say the least.

On a dull autumn morning
people started to grapple with the
minutiae of supporting a
traumatised refugee family for a

The scheme has run in other parts of Wales  and Citizens Cymru (as the Welsh part of
Citizens UK) were prepared to act as the sponsor for a group in Cardiff to provide for the
needs of a refugee family. We hope to provide information about how these schemes are
working in a later edition of the Catholic People.

A meeting in the summer of 2017 led to an agreement that the parish of St Peter would work
with two of the Islamic communities in Roath Dar-ul Isra Mosque and Al-Manar mosques so that
between them they could support all the needs of a family. Clearly there were going to be
language and cultural issues to be addressed and we all recognised the importance of a family
being able to meet and integrate with those from a similar cultural tradition It demonstrated, too,
the solidarity of the both communities in   meeting the needs of widow, orphan and stranger
which is the bedrock of Christian and Islamic theology.

Once the commitment had been made, both communities started to identify some of the skills
and competences that were going to be required, the need to meet the stringent requirements of
the Home Office for the kind of accommodation that would be required and some of the
challenges that the family were likely to face.

Responsibilities were discussed at the meeting in October. At the same time the emergent
team were briefed on similar developments in other parts of the UK so that we can learn from
others.

Anticipating that we would not have all the skills required, it was agreed that we needed to
communicate the aims and objectives of this programme across the archdiocese and with other
faith groups. In future articles we hope to identify  what additional areas need to be supported in
the hope that others can join this initiative with their own unique contribution.  Other communities
might feel that they too, with the support of Citizens UK could make a similar commitment and
answer the call of Pope Francis.

Catholics and Muslims prepare to
welcome Syrian refugee family

quite significant period of
time.

The seeds for this meeting
in Cardiff on a wet autumnal
Saturday had been sown in
the sweltering heat of a Greek
island eighteen months
earlier.

In May 2016 Pope Francis
rescued a dozen refugees
from a detention centre in
Lesbos and took them to the
Vatican. The unprecedented
move was reported world-
wide and gained huge press
coverage as a small act that
resonated with profound
significance.

He called on Catholic
Christian communities to
emulate this simple
demonstration of selfless love
for the refugee - to provide
shelter and a warm welcome
for those who had lost
everything.

In St Peter’s parish in
Cardiff, the call of Pope
Francis was heard. It was a
call that could not be ignored.
The parish had some small
experience in this kind of
social action.

A year earlier it had
supported a young

Bangladeshi Christian by
offering temporary
accommodation in the
presbytery while the parish
community provided some of
the resources to allow him to
continue studying at a local
college.

Offering support to a single
person for a few months is
one thing. To take on the
commitment to support a
whole family for a period of
two years is another matter.

The Government was willing
to support agencies that could

help refugees escaping the
horror of Syria and
established, for this purpose,
the Community Sponsorship
Scheme.

The Scheme allows
charities and church groups to
work together with the
financial support of central
Government to provide for the
physical and cultural needs of
refugee families.

All families are assessed by
the Home Office before being
assigned to a sponsoring
agency.

Solidarity between both communities
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